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PREFACE. 



1L^7E are indebted for the design and publication 
of this volume to the same Editor whose 
loving devotion to Mr. Keble's memory gave us 
the " Occasional Papers" a year ago. 

The first and most valuable of its five parts, 
the fragment on St John's Gospel, was in fact 
printed for that earlier collection, but was re- 
served when it was found that there was enough 
matter of like kind to form a separate volume. 

In the Postscript to the Preface to the "Occa- 
sional Papers," Dr. Pusey, it will be remembered, 
thus refers to it : — 

"It was not until past the 'threescore years and ten,* 
that with diffidence John Keble began what I had ven- 
tured to press upon him many years before, a Com- 
mentary on St. John's Gospel. He seems to have under- 
taken it, in order to do something towards the fulfilment 
of a long-cherished hope; yet knowing that he could 
never finish it. It was much in his thoughts ; but his 
Manuscript ends in an unfinished sentence on the fifteenth 
verse. But this single pearl gives a thought what the 
golden string might have been, could he have brought 
himself to undertake it earlier.'*' 

This fragment may, therefore, be dated 1863. 

The Manuscript of the unfinished Commentary 
on the Epistle to the Romans was found by the 
Vicar of Bisley, among his Uncle's papers, and 
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With It there were some letters which determine 
its date. 

In August, 1833, Mr. Hale (afterwards Arch- 
deacon of Middlesex) wrote to Mr. Keble, asking 
him to be a contributor to the Commentary on the 
Bible which he and Mr. Lonsdale (afterwards Bishop 
of Lichfield) were preparing for the Christian Know- 
ledge Society. In reply, Mr. Keble sent a small 
portion of this manuscript Commentary on the 
Epistle to the Romans by way of specimen, and 
on the margin of it there is the conclusion of his 
accompanying letter : — 

" So now you have fair warning what you are to expect 
from me as a Commentator. I am sorry to say it is quite 
impossible for me to do anything in St. Matthew at pre- 
sent It would be only hurrying myself and annoying 
you, if I were to pretend to it. — Ever, my dear Hale, 
yours most truly, J. Keble, jr." 

On Sept. 17 Mr. Hale returned the specimen, 
entreating Mr. Keble to go on with the Epistle 
to the Romans, and begging that it might be ready 
for the press by Christmas, 1834. 

This Commentary on Rom. i. — vii. was there- 
fore then in progress; and must be dated 1833 
and 1834, while he was living with his father at 
Fairford, and engaged on the Edition of Hooker. 
So far as appears, it was never completed *. 

Of later date, evidently, is the Paper on the 

» The Commentary of which it was to have formed a part 
did not appear until 1849, and did not extend beyond the Four 
Gospels. It was published in quarto by Messr& Rivington. 
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Doctrine of the Procession of the Holy Spirit. 
Mr. Keble, of Bisley, has sent me the following 
extracts from three letters, written by his Uncle in 
1 85 1 to a Clergyman who appears to have sought 
his counsel on the subject ; and there seems to be 
a high probability that the Monograph printed at 
p. 149 of this volume is **the paper" referred to 
in the second of these extracts : — 

Jan. 31, 185 1. "... With regard to this particular 
point, first, are you not mistaken in treating it, as you 
seem to do, as a distinct Article of the Creed ? I always 
thought it was only a difference in the wording of the 
Eighth article ; and that, as such, it might fairly admit 
of various interpretations within a certain latitude ; just 
as * He descended into Hell,' being part of the Fifth ar- 
ticle, or *the Communion of Saints,' being part of the 
Ninth, have been and are variously interpreted, without 
prejudice to the orthodoxy or honesty of the different 
parties. Then, as to the Texts by which the wording 
in our copies is defended, I own that Bishop Pearson's 
argument from the term, * the Spirit of His Son,' appears 
to me very conclusive. It is not simply saying that the 
One has a property in the Other, but that it is such 
a property as implies a relation more or less like that 
of a man to his own spirit or breath ; see St. John xx. 22. 
Then your objection to the passages cited from St. John 
xiv, &c., that they are * in the future tense,' will equally 
hold against the phraseology of the Greek Fathers, who, 
as I see in Pearson, argue from the phrase, iic rod ifiov 
\i]yjr€rat, as if it implied an eternal relation. 

" The more I think on the passages which I have seen 
(few indeed), the more I seem convinced that the differ- 
ence IS merely verbal. I grant that this makes greatly 
against Rome, in forming an opinion as to which of the 
parties was really most blameable for the separation. 
But surely it ought also to take away the difficulty of 
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joining in either formula which happened to be imposed 
on one by authority otherwise competent. Surely one 
is not called on in such a case to inquire into the history 
of the Editions of the Creed, with a view to reject that 
one of the two, which was most discreditable to its up- 
holders in the manner of propagating it. All that indi- 
viduals have to consider is, Is the doctrine sound, accord- 
ing to Scripture and Antiquity ? Just as in the adminis- 
tration of the Sacraments, I may have a strong opinion 
as to the presumptuousness of making certain changes, 
which yet, having been made, I am bound as an individual 
to acquiesce in, provided they are consistent with the sub- 
stance itself of the Sacrament 

" It is a sad, sad thought, to be sure, for one to asso- 
ciate with the words of a sacred formulary, however ca- 
pable of a good meaning in themselves, that they should 
have been the occasion of anything so bad as the breach 
between the East and the West But is it so in this case ? 
They came in as a pretext, and cause a great aggravation, 
I allow. But surely the real matter was the Supremacy; 
which, from the time of the Fourth Council, if not before, 
had caused exceeding jealousy between JRome and Con- 
stantinople. I quite agree (as far as I know) with what 
you say of the disingenuity of Rome in the matter : at the 
same time, I cannot say that the Eastern proceedings ap- 
pear to me very satisfactory. In short, I have long ago 
seemed to perceive that it will never do to think of settling 
such questions by the moral behaviour of those concerned 
in them. When all is said and done, we must come to 
the Law and to the Testimony, i.e. to Scripture and An- 
tiquity, and where we providentially are, there we must 
stay ; unless it is made overwhelmingly clear to us that 
we are being made to contradict that rule in essen- 
tials. . . ." 

Dec. I, 185 1. "... My delay in writing again was partly 
owing to my having set myself the task of examining the 
great question a little for myself; first, in Scripture; then, 
in some of the Fathers : and I wanted to have something 
to say to you of the result of that process before I wrote. 
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I was on the point of writing this very day, but I will re- 
serve the paper which I was going to send ; only saying 
thus much, that the more I inquire, the more I seem to 
perceive that the two portions of the Church will probably 
be found to divide the blame, — the Greeks wrong in charg- 
ing the Latins with false theology, the Latins wrong in 
adding to the Creed without sufficient authority. . . ." 

Jan. 1852. "... May not 'Filioque' be taken as mean- 
ing, ' So proceeding from the Father as neither to damage, 
on the one hand, the Father's Prerogative as the sole 
fountain of Godhead = ayevinjro^ ©eo^ ; nor, on the other 
hand, the Son's Prerogative as having, so to speak, the 
Holy Spirit for His own Spirit (which is = Breath) as 
truly and entirely as It is the Father's. So that the Holy 
Spirit shall be truly and properly the Third Person, by as 
true a subordination as the Son is the Second Person.'* 

In editing this Monograph, apology ought perhaps 
to be made for taking up so much space (23 pages) 
with matter not included in the original Manuscript. 
But it was thought that readers to whom the an- 
cient Fathers are not easily accessible, would be 
glad to have before them the extracts referred to 
by Mr. Keble. These notes, Scriptural and Pa- 
tristic, read in connexion with the above extracts, 
will be welcomed by many who have interested 
themselves in the recent Conferences between the 
Eastern and Western Churches. 

Of the three parts of the Volume now men- 
tioned, two, the Commentaries on St. John and on 
the Epistle to the Romans, were carried through 
the Press by the Editor of the ** Occasional Papers." 
The editing of the Paper on the Procession, and of 
the rest of the Volume, was entrusted to the writer 
of this Preface. 
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My connexion with the work, and especially with 
the latter part of it, may be very briefly told. 

I had chanced to be useful in verifying some 
references in the Commentary on St. John's Gospel, 
and in looking over the Proof sheets. And while 
we were engaged on this, there arrived from our 
kind friend at Bisley a Greek Testament, inter- 
leaved in quarto, and annotated by Mr. Keble, in 
some places very fully, in some partially, down 
to the end of the Epistle to Philemon. The Greek 
Testament was a Clarendon Press Edition of 1813, 
but the manuscript annotations had no date what- 
ever. The character of the handwriting seemed 
to indicate that it was all early work ; it was 
begun apparently after the date of Mr. Millers 
Bampton Lectures, 181 7 (for there is a reference 
to them near the beginning), and seems to have 
been continually growing under his hand, over a 
space of ten or fifteen years. That the main 
part, if not the whole of it, was done before the 
correspondence with Archdeacon Hale (referred to 
above), seems probable; for there is internal evi- 
dence that the Commentary on Romans i. — vii., 
referred to therein, was based on this annotated 
Greek Testament, — large portions being word for 
word identical. 

This precious monument of Mr. Keble's early 
studies was placed in my hands, and I was asked 
to give my opinion as to the desirableness of pub- 
lishing it. 

Remembering what Bentley said of Pearson, and 
applying it to Mr. Keble, my first impression was 
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that it ought to be published. It seemed to me 
that the personal value of the Book more than com- 
pensated for its immaturity. What greater privi- 
lege to a student than to be admitted into the study 
— into the oratory and study — of one whom many 
would so fain call Master ? And the Book is em- 
phatically a student's Book : we seem to see him, 
fresh from his Ordination, spreading his folios- 
Hammond's Paraphrase^ Lightfoot's Horee Hebra- 
ic(B, Grotius, Wetstein, and his Savilian Chrysostom 
— before him ; and working steadily through much 
of the Gospels, Acts, and Epistles. The value of 
the annotations is all the greater, from their being 
so unlike popular commentaries of our day; — 
the results of downright conscientious labour, con- 
densed into the briefest possible expression ; every 
now and then pregnant suggestions, which it would 
take days to unfold ; and the manner of it so 
humble and devout, — reminding one of Albert 
Durer's wood -cut of St. Jerome lifting his eyes 
from his page to his crucifix ! Nor is the tone of 
his notes less wholesome in the way of example, 
being entirely devoid of controversy or foregone 
conclusion, as if he remembered what Lord Bacon 
says on this very subject, that the juice is ever the 
sweetest which the grape yields without pressure. 

For these and other reasons, swayed, perhaps, 
too much by my affection for the dear old book, as 
a veritable fragment of a past life that we all vene- 
rate, I thought it might properly be published. 

It might be considered out of date by those 
who were preparing themselves for examinations. 
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But I thought that many of those readers whom 
Bishop Butler most coveted for his Sermons, — ^such 
as seek well-digested premisses rather than ready- 
made conclusions, — ^would value it in their quiet 
parsonages. 

With Dr. Pusey's kind approval I was asked to 
edit a portion at any rate, to enable us to judge 
the better as to the rest. When eleven chapters 
of St. Matthew's Gospel had been printed, we be- 
came aware that the work would occupy much more 
space than we anticipated, — that it must form, in 
short, an integral and rather costly volume of some 
400 or 500 pages. This suggested further con- 
sideration : — ^would not the advertisement of such 
a work (an Annotated Greek Testament by Mr. 
Keble) raise great expectations .•* and might not 
many be disappointed to find that it was a com- 
paratively youthful note-book, containing not much 
that was original ? Misgivings of this kind grew 
upon us; and it was resolved that the pages al- 
ready printed* should be submitted to the Bishop 
of Salisbury, and that his judgment in the matter 
should be final. 

The Bishop of Salisbury's advice was that its 
publication as an integral work should be aban- 
doned ; and that a portion only, viz. the eleven 
chapters of St. Matthew which were already in 
type, should be appended to this volume, for the 
sake of their personal interest, as illustrating Mr. 
Keble's early studies. 

On further perusal of the Manuscript, I found 
that the latter half of the book contained a complete 
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analysis, by way of abbreviated paraphrase, of St. 
Paul's Epistles, from Romans to Philemon; and 
that this was, perhaps, the most original part of 
the work, and might be easily disentangled from 
the rest. 

This Analysis, therefore, with the approval of the 
Bishop of Salisbury and Dr. Pusey, is included in 
this volume. 

Such is the volume ; — fragmentary, containing 
much that Mr. Keble might have wished to revise 
before publication ^ and therefore to be received 
with such reservation as this implies. 

Some who read this Preface may think, that what- 
ever reasons lead us to withhold a portion, should 
prevail against the publication of any of these post- 
humous papers ; for none appear with his sanction. 

It is true we have not his leave. It may be true 
that some portions of what is here given are quite 
unequal to his later writings. It is probable that, 
had he been asked to publish them before he left 
us, he would have declined. 

But does this close the question ? 

They have a value now and a sacredness which 
they had not then, 

" Where thou hast touched, O wondrous death ! 
Where thou hast come between, 
Lo ! there for ever perisheth 
The common and the mean." 

^ It should be mentioned that the Commentaries on St. John's 
Gospel and the Epistle to the Romans were written out in fair 
copy, as if for the Press. 
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Some things here published may be immature. 
They may be but his " stepping-stones " to higher 
things. But it is precisely this that gives them 
their g^eat personal and biographical value. Surely 
it is well for a younger generation of students to be 
permitted to see how an elder Saint built himself 
up in the Faith, by unresting prayerful labour, — 
" by toil of hands and knees " winning his way up 
the long ascent to light ! 

We have not his leave, it is true. And yet the 
very same humility that made him, while here, put 
aside these earlier manuscripts as too imperfect for 
publication, might gently reprove us now, if in 
our care for his fair fame we withheld from others 
what might to them be useful. 

If from within the Veil he could now speak to us, 
I almost hear him saying they were the sweetest 
hours he spent, those hours over God's Word — 
"inter Paradisi fluenta;" and if these pages were 
likely to serve in ever so small a measure to whet 
the thirst of others for those same fountains, he 
would leave it to the Holy Spirit so to use them, 
that their streams might still " make glad " the CV- 
vitas Dei he loved so well ! 

J. P. N. 



Thb Abbey House, Bristol, 
October^ 1877. 
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COMMENTARY ON PART OF THE 
FIRST CHAPTER OF ST. JOHN. 



(Verse i.) In the Beginning. Not without many 
depths of meaning, we may be sure, did the Holy 
Ghost chuse for the beloved Disciple the very form 
of words which He had chosen for His servant 
Moses wherewith to open the Old Testament. It 
is an intimation given from the very first, that the 
later dispensation was not in any thing to be con- 
trary to the former, but the confirmation and in- 
finite extension of it. 

The infinite extension : — no less. For this " Be- 
ginning " is far indeed, very far beyond and before 
that which had been spoken of in the first chapter 
of Genesis. That was the first point, so to speak, 
of Space — the first moment of Time : — the point 
or moment from which it pleased the Almighty 
that other beings besides Himself should begin to 
exist. But This Beginning is the mysterious Eter- 
nity which we feel in ourselves that we are to look 
back upon, as having (so men speak) gone by, or 
ever He saw fit to create anything at all. It is 
that of which the Holy Spirit had before spoken 
in the Name of Wisdom : ** The Lord possessed 
Me [in] the beginning of His way, before His 
works of old. I was set up from everlasting, from 
the beginning, or ever the earth was*." Here we 
have a Beginning before the beginning — Infinite 

' Prov. viii. 22, 23. 
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duration in the God of all, before He began to 
work anything (as it were) out of Himself. " Be- 
ginning of a beginning there cannot be, according 
to the exact and true force of the term ; our dis- 
course of it will but wander on as along a thread 
which cannot be spun out or overtaken : and since 
there is no limit to this its constant escape back- 
wards, and retracing of all the ages in their turn, 
we must infer that the Son came not into being 
in Time, but must rather be said to exist ever- 
lastingly with the Father. For he was *in the 
Beginning ^'" 

It is good surely that from time to time we 
should go back in our hearts, and contemplate the 
endless ages of that aweful solitude : (for such to 
our poor frail imaginations it may seem, though the 
Revelation of the Blessed Trinity intimate to us 
that it was far otherwise) ere the Great God of 
all began to be a Creator. Holy Scripture invites 
us more than once to such contemplation, in- 
structing us to unite the two thoughts of His un- 
changeable Eternity and our own mere nothingness 
as long as we are out of Him. The one truth is 
set against the other, to make us at once humble 
and trustful. " Before the mountains were brought 
forth, or ever the earth and the world were made : 
Thou art God from everlasting, and world without 
end*." But as for us, "The days of our age are 
threescore years and ten; and though men be so 
strong that they come to fourscore years : yet is 
their strength then but labour and sorrow ; so soon 
passeth it away, and we are gone^" The Church 
reminds us of it when we stand by the grave ; and 

^ St. Cyr. Alex. iv. ii. « Psalm xc 2, P.-B.V. •• Ibid. lo. 
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again, by the bedside of a sick penitent : — " He 
brought down my strength in my journey : and 
shortened my days. But I said, O my God, take 
me not away in the midst of mine age : as for 
Thy years, they endure throughout all generations. 
Thou, Lord, in the beginning, hast laid the foun- 
dation of the earth ; and the heavens are the work 
of Thy hands. They shall perish, but Thou shalt 
endure : they all shall wax old as doth a garment ; 
and as a vesture shalt Thou change them, and they 
shall be changed : but Thou art the same, and Thy 
years shall not fail®." So far it would be simply 
aweful, but the next verse sings joyfully : " The chil- 
dren of Thy servants shall continue ; and their seed 
shall stand fast in Thy sight." God's past eternity 
before we had any being is marvellously made a 
pledge of an eternity to come for the holy and the 
spiritual children of Abraham, even for us, if we 
do not abuse the being which He has given us 
Alas ! what an ifis that ! too often how sadly real- 
ized ! even among those who, from their Baptism 
upward, are constantly reminded of the great things 
prepared for them, and nowhere more effectually 
than in this Gospel of love. "Open thy mouth 
wide, and I shall fill it : but My people would not 
hear My Voice V O Lord, save us from that 
worst of ruin, before it is too late to pray ! 

Was the Word. In this beginning (so God's an- 
cient people had been obscurely but really taught), 
that is, all along throughout that Infinity of Duration, 
we are to conceive of the Eternal Father as having 
within Himself (for as yet there was nothing ex- 

• Psalm cii. 23—27. (So in the MS. ; the allusion is not clear, as the Psalm 
in the Visitation Office is Ps. Ixxi.— Ed.) ' Ibid. Ixxxi. 1 1, 12. 
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In tlie beginning ivas the Word, Observe this 
word WAS : not " began to be ;" not " took place ;" 
not " came into being ;" but simply was : the words 

in the original which mark this difference \y\v^ lyivero\ 
are so plain, and of such constant undeniable use, 
that there can be no gainsaying them. In the old 
eternity, the Beginning before the Beginning, there 
was no point, no moment, in which it might be 
said. The Word is not yet The saying "He 
was" declares absolute, necessary, continued exist- 
ence ; such as is denoted by similar inflections of 
the verb substantive in such instances as, " the 
only-begotten Son, Which is in the bosom (6 cSi/ €ty 
TQv kqXttov) of the Father V' and " the Son of Man 
which is in heaven" (6 c5i/ Iv rtf ovpav^)°'; and 
"He which is of God (6 cov irapa tov ©eoO), He 
hath seen the Father" ;" and " Verily, verily, I say 
unto you. Before Abraham was, I am {iyco elfii) ° ; " 
"Thou sayest that I am a King" {otc fiaaiXevs 
elfit iyco) p ; and " of whom as concerning the flesh 
Christ came, Who is over all (6 eSi/ eVt TravTcov)^ 
God blessed for ever ** ; " and " The God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, Which is blessed for 
evermore " (o cSi/ ^vXoyqro^ €ty tov^ amvas) ' ; " and 
" Ye did service unto them which by nature are no 
Gods " {tol^ fiTj (f)ua€c odac deois) * ; " Being the 
brightness of His glory" {09 coi/ dTravyaa-fia)^ ; 
"Though He were a Son" (Kaiirep cov uloy)"; and 
** Which is, and Which was, and Which is to come " 
(6 (OP Koi 6 rjv Koi 6 ep^ofievo^) *. 

Now what is This Uncreated Being, Who never 
came into being, absolutely, necessarily continuing 



' Ch. i. 18. " Ch. iii. 13. » Ch. vi. 46. • Ch. viii. 58. 

P Ch. xviii. 37. 1 Rom. ix. $. ' 2 Cor. xi. 31. • Gal. iv. 8. 

» Hcb. i. 3. ■ Ibid. V. 8. » Rev. i. 4. 
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1 n existence ? and by what name are we to call and 
know Him ? " The Word" — that is His chosen title 
in this place ; not the abstract " Wisdom," but " The 
Word ;" as though to signify a continual going forth 
or proceeding; — an action ad extra. " He rather 
calls Him Word than Son, because the latter term 
has respect to the Father only, the former implies 
not only a speaker but a sound also, a meaning and 
a hearer ; and so it becomes a merciful intimation of 
God's relation to His creatures by and through 
His Son^" But in one respect the original, 
6 Aoyoy, seems to answer a little more exactly to 
our English " Discourse," which, as we know, stands 
both for the faculty by which we think and reason, 
and for the connected words in which we express 
the exercise of that faculty. " Discourse," however, 
is of far too confined application to express the full 
meaning of the Greek Aoyoy, which therefore must 
be described rather than translated. It would be 
rightly described, perhaps, as a term that has two 
meanings, the one. Reason, or Reasoning ; the other, 
Speech, or Speaking : in any case, then, it is a re- 
lative term, for Reason implies a Reasoner, and 
Speech a Speaker. Now the Reasoner and Speaker, 
in this highest use of the terms, was " in the begin- 
ning ;" that is, before anything had been made. 
Therefore " The Word," in this place, signifies That 
Something in the Eternal Uncreated One, which 
answers best, in the way of analogy, to Reason and 
Speech in us mortals. I say, in the way of ana- 
logy ; because, as far as we can judge from the con- 
descension of the Holy Spirit in the Bible, so only 
can human ideas, however imperfectly, correspond 

"f Ludolphus Saxo, De Vita ChrisiL 
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to Divine Truths, and the things of Heaven be 
expressed by the words of Earth. 

The knowledge indeed of these things is too 
wonderful for us; we cannot attain unto it Only 
of one thing we are quite sure, — and God grant that 
it be never out of our minds ! — ^that He, in WTiom 
we are to be restored to God's Image, in vouch- 
safing to call Himself the Word and Wisdom of 
the Father, plainly teaches that to be n^ligent in 
ordering and guarding our own thought and speech 
is in a special manner pouring contempt upon that 
Divine Image and His offer to save us by it. 

But it ought to be well understood that these 
sayings, " God's Reason, God's Word, God's Wis- 
dom," and the like, do by no means denote a mere 
quality or attribute of the Most High, as the 
same form of speech might, if applied to a man or 
to an angel. That Something in God Almighty, 
which is so described, " The Word of the Lord," 
is a Person, distinct from the Father of all, yet of 
the same Substance or Nature with Him. So the 
phrase would be understood by those to whom 
St. John was immediately addressing himself — by 
such as were used to read the Old Scriptures in 
the interpretation of the Chaldee Paraphrasts, For 
with them it was quite a customary thing to put 
" the Word of the Lord," for the Lord Himself, often 
in places where only personal speech or action could 
be intended. Two instances will explain what is 
meant as well as a thousand. Jacob's saying in 
Genesis xxviii. 20, 21 : " If God will be with me 
. . . then shall the Lord be my God ;" stands in the 
Chaldee thus : " If the Word of the Lord will be 
with me, . . . then shall the Word of the Lord be 
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my God." And in Exodus xix. 17:" Moses brought 
forth the people out of the camp to meet with God ;" 
Chald. "to meet the Word of the Lord." The 
Word of the Lord was the God of Jacob, the God 
who brought Israel out of Egypt : and readers of 
the Old Testament, thus instructed concerning Him, 
would be prepared to gather from the saying, " The 
Word was with God," the confirmation of His dis- 
tinct Personality as a Gospel Doctrine. 

From all Eternity, then. The Word was — existed 
as a Person — with God; — with the Father, Whose 
Word He is. But what is " with God?'' 

The preposition translated " with" {7rp6s)y prefixed 
to an accusative case, ordinarily answers to the 
English " to ;" but it is often found to express not 
motion but position, and then is rather to be ren- 
dered by " at," or " with," according as it governs 
the name of a place or of a person. Thus, " the axe 
is lying at {irpo^) the root of the trees," St. Matt iii. 
10; "I was daily with you in the Temple," St. 
Matt. xxvi. 55 ; " The parts towards or by the door," 
St. Mark ii. 2. " The multitude was towards or by 
the sea," St. Mark iv. i ; " Whom I was minded 
to keep with myself," Philemon 1 3. The only place 
besides this in St. John's writings, where the same 
construction is adopted, occurs in his first Epistle, 
i. 1,2; and the two passages stand (as will be seen) 
in marvellous agreement with each other ; — " That 
which was from the beginning" — equivalent to That 
of which it was written, "In the beginning was 
the Word." And again, "We declare unto you 
That Eternal Life which was with the Father" — 
this is equivalent to " The Word was with God." 
Perhaps some of the places cited may suggest, 



i 
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as part of their meaning, something like the French 
chez ; as if one should say, ** He was at fiome with 
God/' The following seem to be instances : "His 
sisters, are they not all with us'?" ** I celebrate 
the Passover {irpos ae) at thy fwuse * ;" " I shall re- 
main — tarry — with you ^ ;" "I abode with Peter* ;" 
** when we were with you ^ ;" " I was minded to re- 
tain Onesimus with myself*." In different but 
kindred phrase we read, ** The disciples went away 
again (Trpoy avrovsi) to their own homes ^^ 

If such an allusion were intended in the saying^ 
'* The Word was with God," it would seem to be in 
keeping with the mysterious condescension which 
in the holy Book of Proverbs had borrowed a sort 
of ** household words" to express the same Divine 
Truth. ** The Lord possessed Me," (so we read) ; 
" / was daily His Delight ;' literally, ** the Object of 
His caresses," " I was as one drought up with Himl' 
a nursling, ** rejoicing always before Hitn^y 

Thus Wisdom, i.e. the Word, makes Itself known 
as other indeed than God the Father, yet inseparable 
from Him. Wherever God Almighty was, there 
was the Word. The phrase declares His Im- 
mensity and Incomprehensibility, as the former 
portion of the verse had declared His Eternity. 
The next following sums up all, mentioning no 
more Attributes, but passing at once to the Sub- 
stance. 

And the Word was God. In such sense God, as 
not to be the Father, but to be with Him, Very 
God of Very God; and therefore (since God is 
One) of One Substance with the Father. 

• St. Matt. xili. 56. • Ibid, xxvl 18. *» I Cor. xvi. 7. « Gal. i. 18. 
*• I ThciiS. iii. 4. • Philemon 13. ' St. John xx. 10. « Prov.viii. 22, 30. 
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With those four short words, The Word was God^ 
It pleased the Holy Ghost not only to crown, com- 
plete, and establish for ever in men's sight, the doc- 
trine obscurely intimated in the Old Scriptures, — 
the traditions and instinctive auguries of those who 
had known Christ after the flesh, — but His will 
was also to seal as it were anew, and verify in a way 
which could not be gainsaid. His own revelations 
poured into the hearts of His holy Apostles and 
Prophets on the first Whitsunday, and repeated 
constantly now for seventy years in their Sermons 
and Catechisms, their Hymns and Confessions of 
Faith ;— often affirmed, implied throughout, in the 
Books of the New Testament, of which this was 
providentially intended to be the last. 

Let any one suppose himself then living at Ephesus, 
or within sound of the teaching there, and more or 
less bewildered by what might reach him of the 
dreams and theories, the wild and self-sufficient 
talk, even among professing Christians, of which the 
air was beginning to be full : such an one may 
imagine also the relief, when, according to the tra- 
dition of St. Jerome ^ this fourth and last Gospel was 
given to the Church at the request of the Bishops 
of Asia. In answer to their earnest prayer with 
fasting, the Apostle was prompted by the Holy 
Ghost to rise up against the Cerinthians and other 
heretics, and chiefly, just then, against the doctrine 
of the Ebionites, " who affirm" (says Jerome) " that 
Christ had no existence before Mary*.*' "He cut 
them short by his Apostolical authority, and from 
that time forward fixed the Rule of Faith in the 
Church \" 

•* Com. in Matt. Prolog. * De Viris lUust. c. ix. ^ The quo- 

tation appears to be from Iren. c. Haer. iii. xi. i. — [Ed.] J 
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In sum, S. John, we know, was one of the two 
who were divinely named Sons of Thunder. And 
surely this first verse of his gospel is like three 
distinct thunders uttering their voices. Or if we may 
borrow an illustration from what, in the abundance 
of the revelations, he has told us elsewhere, we may 
say that the Eternity of the Word having first been 
proclaimed from on high (for the first voice which 
the Evangelist heard as of a trumpet talking with 
him said, In the beginning was tfie Word i) the 
next revelation, as a second Voice, saying. The 
Ward was with God^ declared that there was be- 
tween Him and the Eternal Father that separation 
in the mode of existence which the Church ex- 
presses by the terms First and Second Person, and 
such as she implies in teaching us to say, God of 
God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God ; not 
a mere emanation, or aspect, or attribute of the 
Father, but a living, conscious, willing agent; for 
to such the word Person is applied in our ordinary 
language, and from that use it was adopted into 
Theology. 

But once more : lest any hearing of First and 
Second — the Word with God — should imagine a 
division of Nature and Substance, Two Gods, equal 
or unequal to each other, the Voice comes graciously 
the third time, and says, with no uncertain sound, 
but positively and absolutely. The Word was God; 
completing thus, and authoritatively sealing afresh, 
the great Doctrine of His proper Divinity, and then, 
as an Eagle that has soared out of sight, returning 
to contemplate Him in His Dispensations and in 
His Works. 

(Ver. 2.) The Same was in the Beginning with God. 
This is the first instance of a sort of repetition not 
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unusual in the narrative of this Evangelist, as may 
be seen in the places noted below * ; all but one of 
which (it is observable) occur in the discourses 
of our Divine Master Himself. Is the repetition 
simply rhetorical ? or can a special significance be 
assigned to it in each case ? Of those which occur 
hereafter, each one in its turn will appear perhaps 
easy to be accounted for : it will be no presumption, 
then, to attempt an explanation here, although it 
rest but upon conjecture. May not the repetition 
be emphatical, to indicate the commencement of 
an intended contrast between the Divine Word 
Himself and the chief of His human prophetic wit- 
nesses ? and that expressed partly after the manner 
of Hebrew Parallelism ? as thus : — 



In the Beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word 
was God. 

The Same was in the Be- 
ginning with God. 

All things were made by 
Him, and without Him was 
not anything made that was 
made. 

In Him was Life, and the 
Life was the Light of men. 

And the Light shineth in 
darkness, and the darkness 
comprehended (overtook .?) 
it not. 



There was a Man sent 
from God, whose name was 
John. 

The same came for a wit- 
ness, to bear witness of the 
Light, that all men through 
Him might believe. 



He was not that Light, 
but was sent to bear witness 
of that Light. 

That was the true Light, 
which lighteth every man 
that Cometh [coming] into 
the world. 



> Chap. ii. 24, 25 ; iii. 15, 16 ; vi. 39, 40 ; viii. 24 ; x. 2S, 29 ; xvi. 14, 15. 
Ct I St John V. 13 (?). 
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The term ovro^, " The same," would thus be 
equivalent to "This Person," or "That Person." 
As if he should say, TAis Person (mark it well) was, 
in the very Beginning, with the Eternal Father : 
TAai person (I do not say was, but) eyevero, came 
in time into being, a man sent from God, &c. Thus, 
whereas both the Son of God and His Servant the 
Baptist were truly subordinate to the Father of all, 
both, in several senses, instruments working His 
will, nevertheless there is and ever will be as much 
difference between the two, as between the Eternal 
and the Temporal, between the highest Heaven and 
His earth, between the Supreme God and one who 
is a mere man. 

The repetition in the second verse is the Apos- 
tle's preparation — his foot planted as it were firmly 
behind him — when he is about to pass from the 
doctrine of the Word's Consubstantiality with the 
Father to that of the Father s manifestation of 
Himself by the Word. It seems, if one may re- 
verently say so, natural and orderly, to recall just 
then to the Disciples' mind the personal distinction 
of the Two. As He was from the Beginning with 
the Father, — not Himself the Father, though one 
and the same God with Him, — so by Him, thus dis- 
tinct yet identical, were wrought all the works of 
the Father. Their Working is as their Being, 
common to Both, but under the same condition or 
rule of subordination ; as the Word Himself plainly 
teaches, " Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son 
can do nothing of Himself, but what He seeth the 
Father do : for what things soever He doeth, these 
also doeth the Son likewise"." 

■ Ch. V. 19. 
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This is, in other words, the Proclamation (Ver. 3), 
A II things were made by Him. The full meaning of 
the phrase cannot perhaps be given without attend- 
ing to both applications of the verb eyeveroy — " came 
into being" and " came to pass." " All persons and 
all things that ever began to be had their begin- 
ning through" (or '*by") "the Word;" and again, 
" All events that ever took place, all the issues 
of all causes, took place, in some sense, through 
Him." To Him the true confession is made, — 

" We all acknowledge both Thy Power and Love 
To be exact, transcendent, and Divine ; 
Who dost so strongly and so sweetly move, 
While all things have their will, yet none but Thine. 
For either Thy command or Thy permission 
Lay hands on all ; they are Thy Right and Left "." 

Even that which goes wrong, through the free-will 
mysteriously allowed to some of the creatures, is 
so far wrought by Him, that without His Power, 
sustaining them in existence and in the use of the 
faculties which they so pervert, it could not take 
place. A fearful idea, bringing sin as it were into 
immediate contact with Him against Whom it is 
wrought But the thought is no less full of com- 
fort, as connecting not only our moral but our phy- 
sical condition, at all moments, with the very touch 
of our Incarnate, sympathizing God. 

All things were made, and (in the sense above 
mentioned) all events were wrought, by the Word. 
And that there may be no mistake, nor inadequate 
notion, of the saying, he adds. And without (or 
apart from) Him was not anything made that was 
m£ide. This I take to be much more than a mere 

■ Herbert, on '* Prcmdcfue,'' in The Temple, 
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emphatical repetition. It is parallel, rather, to 
those Scriptures which assure us that Christ is our 
Preserver as well as our Creator. So in Colos. i, 
1 6, 17 ; not only " in Him all things were created ;" 
" all things were created by Him and for Him, and 
He is before all things" — but also " and by (or in) 
Him all things consist (or subsist)." Also in He- 
brews i. 3, He is described as '^upholding all things 
by the Word of His Power." 

Had the saying been simply " All things were 
made by Him," there are a sort of half Epicureans 
in the world, ready enough to take it as implying 
that after one impulse given, the Great Artificer left 
His work to itself, to go according to the laws 
which He had once for all impressed on it, impulsu 
remorum ; a notion most dismal to a loving, dutiful 
heart 

^ Hast Thou left all things to their course, 
And laid the reins 
Upon the horse * ?" 

Whereas now it is a doctrine not to be gainsaid 
by any Christian, that not only did the Universe 
begin out of nothing through the word spoken by 
our Lord at the first ; but also that nothing is done 
or takes place in it — no motion or act of any of His 
creatures, visible or invisible, — can happen or be 
wrought, without Him — apart from His Presence 
and Power. "Not a sparrow falleth to the ground 
without your Father;" and "Whatsoever He doeth, 
the same doeth the Son likewise ;" — He Who has 
vouchsafed to be " our Brother and our Flesh," and 
" Whose delight is with the sons of men." In every 

• G. Herbert, on ''Longing^'' in The Temple, Of. St. Aug. Senn. lii. § 5. 
" Fieri non potest ut per Ipsum creaverit, et non per Ipsum gubemet," &c 
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process of Nature without exception, and in every 
event of the world's course, the faithful man is pri- 
vileged to see the direct Hand of his Redeemer, 
and to apply the promise, "All things work toge- 
ther for good to them that love God." A pregnant 
truth, and if seriously thought on, such as will pour 
an aweful or a consoling light into every corner 
of man's being. 

The original has here a various reading founded 
on such high authority, and in itself so remarkable 
and suggestive, that it would seem wrong not to 
mention it. In St. Augustine's time, the Latin 
copies divided the 3rd verse differently ; as thus, 
^^ All things were made by Him, and witfiout Him. 
was not any thhig made. What was made^^ or 
rather (regarding the difference in grammar be- 
tween the Aorist and the Perfect Middle {kyiv^ro . . 
yiyov€v\ ) " That in Him w/tich liath been madel^ 
or ^' hath come into being'' (which form, it should be 
noticed, implies permanency in the change spoken 
of,) ^^was Life!' The question of course will be 
asked, (may it be asked with all reverence !), " What 
is That, in The Word, Which hath been made, — 
Which hath come into Being ; Which hath had a be- 
ginning and abides as It began?" The answer 
must be, " His Human Nature, doubtless — the 
Body and Soul of the Incarnate Son of God." 
And This was, and is, and ever will be, Life. 
From the Word made Flesh virtue evermore goeth 
out, whereby the generations before and after, as 
well as those immediately around Him, have Life ; — 
not so much physical Life, as the true supernatural 
Life, whereby men and angels live unto God. So 
expounded, this reading, it will be clearly seen, 

c 
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leaves entire the blessed doctrine of our Lord s 
ever-present agency in all things, while it adds, as 
the source and formal condition of such agency. 
His purposing first, and eventually vouchsafing, to 
become and to continue for ever, a Member of 
His own Universe, a Creature among, though not 
such as, all other creatures. 

Whichever of these two readings may approve 
itself most to the learned, the doctrine inculcated 
remains the same : — that The Word is eminently, 
(what the same Apostle styles Him in the beginning 
of his first Epistle) The Word of Life, — that the 
Second Person of the Most Holy Trinity has be- 
come, eminently, the Channel of Life to the crea- 
tures. The difference being that the common read- 
ing states this generally, that of St. Augustine adds, 
in special, that the Prerogative has regard to, or 
"depends on," our Lord's Incarnation. In either 
case, (Ver. 4,) " In Him was Life : " whatever hath 
lived at any time hath derived that Life from the 
Father through the Son. " As the Father hath Life 
in Himself; so hath He given to the Son to have 
Life in Himself." Therefore His Title, no less 
than the Fathers, is, "The Living God." "We 
both labour and suffer reproach, because we trust 
in ^Ae Living God, Who is the Saviour of all men, 
specially of those that believe p." " Living is the 
Word of God and powerful *'." And to Him belongs 
the attestation exclusively divine, " As I live'' For 
the Apostle quotes the saying in Isaiah (xlv. 23) : 
" I have sworn by Myself . . . that unto Me every 
knee shall bow : " — St. Paul quotes this as spoken by 
Him, before Whose Judgment-seat we are all to 

» I Tim. iv. la < Heb. iv. 12. 
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Stand'. He Himself claims to be *'The Resurrec- 
tion and the Life;" and by His Spirit prompts His 
Beloved Disciple to declare of Him, " This is the 
true God and Eternal Life *." 

Jesus is the Life of Angels as well as of men. 
This is implied in His being their Maker and Pre- 
server : perhaps also, in His declaring that He 
" gives Himself to be the Life of the world." For 
** the world" may mean both Angels and men : as 
the Apostle says, ** We are made a spectacle unto 
the world, and to angels and to men^" And 
from the Christian proverb, " Know ye not that the 
saints shall judge the world ?" he infers, ** Know ye 
not that we shall judge angels " ? " 

Now m what se^tse the Word, as the Son of Man, 
may be said to be the Life of Angels, or of other 
living creatures in God's many worlds, above or 
below man — this is nowhere at all revealed to us. 
Only they^r/ itself seems implied in such Scriptures 
as entitle our Lord " The First-born of every crea- 
ture," and " The Beginning of the Creation of 
God ;" also in that the whole Creation is in " travail," 
expecting for itself some kind of participation in 
** the glorious liberty of the children of God." 

On this hypothesis, the verse we are now con- 
sidering might be paraphrased as follows : " In 
Him'' — in That Which He vouchsafed to become 
at His Incarnation — was Life ; the Life, of all crea- 
tures that have ever lived was due, in God's secret 
and eternal Counsels, to that condescension of The 
Word. And the Life was the Light of men : of all 
men especially, that Life was, is, and ever will be, 

' See Rom. xiv. 11. ■ i St. John v. 20. * i Cor. iv. 9. 

» Ibid. vi. 3. 

C 2 
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The Light The " Breath of Life breathed" into 
Adams "nostrils," whereby he "became a Hving 
soul," caused him to be in the Image of God, Who 
" is Light," and in Whom " is no darkness at all." 
" God saw all that He had made" in Adam " and 
behold, it was very good." The Life that He 
had given him was Light, heavenly Light The 
two at the beginning were blended into one; so 
entirely were man's physical and intellectual powers 
pervaded and imbued with " righteousness and true 
holiness." It was " the Life of God in the soul of 
man;" and true Light, except so imparted, man 
never had nor could have any. What may seem 
to be such, — call it wisdom, knowledge, understand- 
ing, invention, counsel, energy, largeness of heart, 
or by what name soever it may be known, — is all 
a mere dream or worse, except so far as it comes 
from the Word Which was in the Beginning with 
God. For as the secret Presence of That Word, 
and His communication of Himself has been the 
principle of Life to all that have lived, so, whatever 
real Light the children of men have at any time 
enjoyed, or in any measure, it has been wholly due 
to this same Divine Presence : — a spark as it were 
of the vital fire mysteriously abiding within them, 
struck out by His providential working according 
to the counsel of His own will. The Light of 
Mankind has been, is, and ever will be, the Mani- 
festation of the Life within them of the Living and 
Life-giving Word. " With Thee," says the Holy 
Ghost by the Prophet David, " is the Fountain of 
Life: in Thy Light shall we see Light*." 

It is the same process which is described in the 

* Ps, xxxvi 9. 
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parallel passage already referred to, the opening of 
St. John's first Epistle. Only there the beloved 
Disciple traces it in a somewhat different order, 
backwards from the visible and tangible result to 
the Absolute, Eternal Cause. ** We have heard 
Him, we have seen Him with our eyes, we have 
looked upon Him, and our hands have handled 
Him Who is the Word of Life ;" and having 
been so made acquainted with Him, we tell you 
from Him, *'this is the message which we have 
heard of Him and declare unto you, that God is 
Light, and in Him is no darkness at all^." Here, 
on the other hand, the Apostle sets out from the 
Fountain, — what our Lord is in Himself, — and 
traces creating and redeeming Love all the way 
down to the moment in which he (St. John him- 
self) with others, ** beheld His glory." 

The particular step in this wondrous ascent and 
descent, on which we are now pausing, is " The 
Life was ma7ti/ested'^=^^^ The Life was t/ie Light of 
meitr Just so far and so long as the Living and 
Powerful Word of God has vouchsafed to reveal 
Himself to man, hath man been partaker of the 
True Light — of the Wisdom, Purity, and Goodness 
of God. They are His own sayings : " I am the 
Light of the world : He that followeth Me shall 
not walk in darkness, but shall have the Light of 
Life '." " As long as I am in the world, I am the 
Light of the world *." And " I am come a Light 
into the world, that whosoever believeth on Me 
should not abide in darkness ^." 

(Ver. 5.) And the Light shineth in darkness: As it 

y I St. John i. 5. * St John viil 12. 

• Ibid. ix. 5. *» Ibii xil 46. 
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The Light The " Breath of Life breathed" into 
Adam's " nostrils," whereby he " became a Hving 
soul," caused him to be in the Image of God, Who 
" is Light," and in Whom " is no darkness at all." 
"God saw all that He had made" in Adam "and 
behold, it was very good." The Life that He 
had given him was Light, heavenly Light The 
two at the beginning were blended into one; so 
entirely were man's physical and intellectual powers 
pervaded and imbued with " righteousness and true 
holiness." It was " the Life of God in the soul of 
man;" and true Light except so imparted, man 
never had nor could have any. What may seem 
to be such, — call it wisdom, knowledge, understand- 
ing, invention, counsel, enei^, largeness of heart, 
or by what name soever it may be known, — is all 
a mere dream or worse, except so far as it comes 
from the Word Which was in the Beginning with 
God. For as the secret Presence of That Word, 
and His communication of Himself has been the 
principle of Life to all that have lived, so, whatever 
real Light the children of men have at any time 
enjoyed, or in any measure, it has been wholly due 
to this same Divine Presence : — a spark as it were-- 
of the vital fire mysteriously abiding within them,! 
struck out by His providential working according., 
to the counsel of His own will. The Light of 
Mankind has been, is, and ever will be. the Mani- 
festation of the Life within tht'm of the Living an" 
Life-giving Word. '■ \\ ■ ' 1 ',1 ," --^riys the Ho 
Ghost by the Prophet I Kv\ ni, ■ ^s the Kjiiintain 
Life: in Thy Light shall w^tt Light 
It is the same procesjp'^^^^fc di 
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In this account of the probable meaning of the 
verse, the word ** comprehended " (borrowed by our 
Translators from the Latin) has been taken in a dif- 
ferent sense from that in which St. Augustine and 
the Fathers generally understood it. With them 
it expresses the kind of resistance which a mass (so 
to call it) of " darkness which might be felt" would 
offer to the strongest light ; utterly refusing to 
admit a single ray — to be pervious to it in any de- 
gree. So they take it to signify the lost state of 
the Heathen — ** having no hope, and without God 
in the world." But the Greek word (/careAa^ej/) 
of which " comprehended " is the rendering, is used 
by St. John *^ himself with "darkness," in the 
sense of ** overtaking :" " Walk while ye have the 
Light, lest darkness co7ne upon you." And St. Paul 
to the Thessalonians, ** Ye are not in darkness, that 
the Day should overtake you as a thief*"." And 
three or four times elsewhere in his Epistles it 
stands as the correlative of '' pursue ;" as " So run, 
that ye may obtain^'' And it may seem, on the 
whole, more congruous with the tenor of the whole 
passage, that this clause should rather add a cir- 
cumstance descriptive of what God continued to 
do for us, than merely deepen the picture of our 
wilful unbelief 

These five verses, so construed, may appear to 
contain an account strictly historical, yet drawn from 
the very depths of the spiritual world ; — breathed 
(as one may say) from the Bosom of the Almighty ; 
— an account of His dealings with His creatures, 
and especially with man, by His Word one day to 

•> Ch. xii. 35. • I Thess. v. 4. ' i Cor. ix. 24. 

Cf. Rom. ix. 30 ; Philip, iii. 12, 13. 
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become a Creature Himself, and Incarnate. It is 
a History commencing before creation, and extend- 
ing down to the moment when the Baptist began 
his witness. 

On comparing the terms used in this brief his- 
tory with the vocabulary of the philosophizing 
Heretics (Gnostics they were commonly called) of 
those days, as it is recorded by St. Irenaeus, there 
appears much reason to accept the tradition, that 
the former was given (among other ends) as a Pro- 
vidential antidote to the latter. " The Word," " the 
Life," the Only- Begotten, Light, Grace, Truth, and 
even John Baptist, with many more, came to be in 
their fantastic theologies or cosmogonies, the names 
of so many iEons, Beings, or Cycles of Being, or 
whatever else they might denote : which, being 
shaken together as in a kaleidoscope, formed them- 
selves into a system or systems (as the Israelites' 
earrings into a calf) to us revolting and ab- 
surd, to the degree of incoherence, yet, as the 
event proved, not without attraction to the Oriental 
mind. 

And if there be any thing in the notion of some 
learned and thoughtful persons that the strange 
mixture of Christianity and Pantheism, which now 
plays the part of philosophy in this and other por- 
tions of Christendom, is substantially a reproduc- 
tion of those dreams of the first century, the warn- 
ings provided for that time may prove no less 
seasonable to us. The two first verses of this 
Gospel, for instance, expressly declare a Personal 
God against any Spinozist imagination of an Anima 
Mundi. The third is authoritative to put down 
any atomic or Darwinian theory, which would make 
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God's creatures the result of I know not what in- 
herent appetencies or tendencies developing them- 
selves for an unlimited time. 

Then Life, according to verse 4, instead of being 
a necessary function of bodies organized in a par- 
ticular way — a " wave " (so to speak) of certain ma- 
terial fluids — is a Gift directly communicated from 
the Most High, the Everliving Creator and Pre- 
server. And so, depending on it, is Light, " the 
Light of men," the true spiritual Wisdom, Reason 
and Understanding. It comes not of course, begins 
not, nor continues, nor is perfected, in mere process 
of time, by experience, calculation, high cultivation 
of the intellect : but it comes supernaturally, of 
God's Word living and abiding in the man, and 
cannot be separated altogether from the Image in 
which man was created — " after God, in righteous- 
ness and true holiness." 

From which it follows, as in verse 5, that the dif- 
ference between good and evil is not, as the world 
would have it, conventional, fantastic, and unreal ; 
but has its roots in the eternal nature of things — in 
the character (so to call it) of God Himself; that 
the warfare between the two is irreconcileable ; and 
that the final victory of the good cannot be really 
doubtful for a moment : the darkness cannot over- 
take or quench the Light. 

The same train of thought may seem to be car- 
ried on in the next statement of the Divine History : 
which takes up the gradual victory of the Word 
over the Powers of Evil at the point immediately 
before that in which the whole centred, His I near- 
nation. (Ver. 6.) " TAere was a man sent from God^ 
whose name was yohn'' It appears that the Gnostics 
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considered St. John Baptist also as an ^on, and the 
word ** a Man " is supposed by some interpreters to 
be intended as an emphatical contradiction of this. 
But doubtless it implies also the distinction be- 
tween the Word Incarnate and all other prophets. 
"John, than whom there was no greater, was just 
a Man sent from God, and no more." Such he was 
in nature ; and as to his office, 

(Ver. 7.) The same came for a witness ; to bear wit- 
ness of the Light ; no more ; he was sent to declare 
the Name and Glory of Another : a witness, indeed, 
most high and supernatural, and of deepest moment 
to all, but still he was no more than one bearing 
witness ; differing as widely from Him to Whom 
he was witnessing, as any mere human being differs 
from the Word which "was in the Beginning with 
God, and was God." 

(Ver. 8.) He was not that Light, but was sent to bear 
witness of that Light. The Holy Spirit repeats the 
words, as though in anxiety lest the interval between 
the Master and the Servant should be imagined less 
than infinite. It is true that in another place the 
Master declares that He Himself came for a Wit- 
ness*^; and He calls Himself in the Revelation, the 
Amen, the Faithful and True Witness. But He 
is witnessing not to another as greater than Him- 
self, but to the Truth, the abstract Truth as against 
falsehood, and to good as against evil. 

That all m£n through him might believe. One 
naturally pauses at so very large a declaration of 
the value of the one Testimony of St. John. 'His 
being the last of the Holy Order of Prophets of 
the Old Testament, and, so far, "sealing up the 

» Chap, xviii. 37. 
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vision," is hardly sufficient to account for the saying, 
"through him." However, as matter of fact thus 
much is certain ; i. That Christians generally are 
spoken of by our Lord as believing " through the 
word " of the Apostles ; ii. That two, probably four, 
of the chiefest Apostles literally and bodily came 
to believe in our Lord through the Baptist, as this 
chapter goes on to relate ; iii. That his witness is 
repeatedly alleged by our Master Himself ^ by 
St. Peter \ and by St. Paul ^ as necessary and fore- 
ordained towards the conversion first of Jews, and 
then of Gentiles through the Jews. So that all 
sorts of believers may be truly said to believe 
through St John Baptist. And the Church ac- 
cordingly, among other special honours, has been 
used of old to name him in her great and solemn 
services, among those whom she most earnestly 
commemorates, and in whose communion she espe- 
cially rejoices. 

He was not That Light, but was sent to bear 
witness of That Light. There is in the original 
something to be noted here, besides the repetition 
characteristic of St. John's style : it lies in the omis- 
sion of " this was so ordered," or as in our version 
" he was sent," before the phrase which describes 
the purpose of his mission. A similar omission 
may be seen in the following passages. " Neither 
hath this man sinned, nor his parents, but .... that 
the works of God might be made manifest in him * ;" 
and, ** I know whom I have chosen, but .... that 
the Scripture may be fulfilled"*;" and, "But . . . . 
that the world may know that I love the Father";" 

»» Chap. V. 33. » Acts X. 37. ^ Ibid. xiii. 24. > Chap. U. 3. 

» Chap. xiii. x8. ■ Chap. xiv. 31. 



A 



>A v\\.\IMKNT.\RV ON PART OF THE 

j^u\^ " \i\\X .... that the word might be fulfilled 
Vkhwh i* written hi their law";" and, " If they had 
Kh'H *J tWi tlicy would have continued with us; 
\\\\\ .... that It might be made manifest that they 
wory not all of us"." 

No othtir writer of the New Testament has used 
thlx form. I» it fanciful to observe that St, John's 
(It'Vdtioiial feelings would lead his mind always to 
itio tiiial cause of things, while his reverence would 
innikti him to employ a degree of reserve in the 
iniiliiii'i' of setting it forth ? And the Holy Spirit, 
ttti know, did not supersede the human tendencies 
itl'llmsi^ whose pens He guided, but, in an ineffable 
W(iy, itanctified and sealed them to be His own. 

(VtK. 9.) TAai was the true Light, which lighteth 
fi'*ry man that cometh into the world; or, as it may 
|)ti translated without prejudice to the grammar, 
" It was the true Light, which lighteth every man, 
i:tmiing into the world," 

'I'he Fathers generally, I believe, adopt the former 
i:tH»struction, and it has the high authority of the old 
|,(lliil version. So taken, the verse would seem 
tli-'iM'ly to r<;pr:at thr former statement, Tlie Life was 
ffiii I .ii>hl of mm. ^)rily, xs specifying the point of 
lllfM' wIk'II i-:i(:Ii child of Adam begins to exist, it 
Wfiil'l liiivc \n W- understood, not universally of all 
jflvif"' llliinun:itioii, Imt exclusively of the Image 
tifiil |,il.4i»!>Ji of Clod (riven to Adam, so far as 
tttiy *lii>ij/ M-i»ulii3 of it in our fallen condition. 
I' l'i» iIm !«• i6 II kind of Light — the Light of Rea- 
Imt wiih 111! art* enlightened when they come 

% «l*f'>vin^ it from ihcir first creation in the 
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But perhaps both the grammar and context of 
the passage may be thought to tell in favour of the 
other construction. The grammar, because accord- 
ing to St. John's almost invariable usage, the par- 
ticiple " coming " would have the article before it, 
if it were to be taken in the accusative '. The con- 
nection, because the Evangelist is in course of re- 
lating the special witness of the Baptist, which, as 
we know; is summed up in one saying, " The True 
Light is not, as former Prophets have said, to come 
hereafter : It is even now in the act of coming." 
Besides, " He tJiat coniethy* was, over and over, used 
by St. John Baptist, and may have been generally 
familiar at the time, as the designation of the 
Messiah. And the addition, ''into the world" 
makes the phrase exactly conformable to our Lord s 
own twice-repeated way of describing His Incar- 
nation : — " Light is come into tJie worlds and men 
loved darkness ratJier than Light ^ ;" and, "/ am come 
a Light into the world, that whosoever believeth in 
Me should not abide in darkness '." 

And it was the True Light : we must pause 
upon the word **True" {aXtjOivosi). This is the first 
use of it in an idiomatic sense, in which it occurs 
frequently enough to be a characteristic of St. John's 
style. ** True'' is here opposed, not to the false, 
but to the shadowy and typical. A deep lesson 
attaches to the word in this application of it. Such 
phrases as *' the True Light," *' the True Bread," 
" the True Vine," in this Gospel ; in St Luke, ** the 
True Riches ;" and in the Epistle to the Hebrews, 

' Cf. chap. iii. 8, 15, 16, 20; iv. 13; vi. 40, 45 ; viii. 34; xi. 26; xii. 46; 
XV. 2 ; xvi. 2 ; xviii. 4, 37 ; xix. 12 ; I St. John ii. 23, 29 ; iii. 3, 4, 6 (bis), 9, 
10, 1$ ; iv. 7 ; V. I (bis), 4, 18 ; 2 St. John 9. The only exception is in 
St. John XV. 2, initio, • St. John iii. 19. * Ibid. xii. 46. 
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" the True Tabernacle/* and, " holy places made 
with hands, which are figures of the True," — evi- 
dently imply a standing relation of things in sight 
to things out of sight; — of the first Heaven and 
the first Earth to the New ; in the way of type and 
antitype, figure and reality. This relation is in 
some degree recognised by all. There are instances 
of it in Scripture so clear as to make that inevit- 
able, if Scripture is at all believed. But few admit 
it, as the old Christians did, in its full extent. 
And too often it is not only misapprehended, but 
even (if one may so speak) inverted : the Shadow 
taken for the Substance, and the Substance for the 
Shadow. To mention one very sad instance : by 
some our Lord s death on the Cross is supposed 
to be called a Sacrifice merely by allusion to the 
customary sin-offerings, which are accounted sacri- 
fices indeed ; instead of their owning Him to be the 
One Great Reality, of which they were all but pro- 
phetic images ". 

But may God be thanked for permitting and en- 
couraging sinful man. His unworthy servant, thus 
to employ the works of His Creation, and the ways 
of His Providence, even those which otherwise might 
seem to us most trivial and transitory, as so many 
true tokens from Him, — most helpful, if we will so 
take them, to purify the imagination and lift up the 
heart to the better, the eternal things ! 

The Voice from above goes on, telling us of the 
True Light; (Ver. id.) He was in the world, and 

■ The above passage recalls Bishop Butler's words: — "The doctrine 
of thb Epistle'* (to the Hebrews) "plainly is, that the legal sacrifices 
were allusions to the great and final atonement to be made by the blood 
of Christ ; and not that thb was an allusion to those." — Analogy ^ Part il 
Ch, v.— [Ed.] 
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the world was made by Him, and the world knew 
Him not. As if He should say, "Whereas you 
have been told that the subject of John's witness 
was the True Light, just then in the very act of 
coming into the world ; this must not be taken as 
if the Word of the Lord had ever ceased to be 
present with, or to manifest Himself to, His crea- 
tures, low as they had fallen." " He left not Himself 
without witness, in that He did good, and gave us 
rain from heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling our 
hearts with food and gladness ^" ** The invisible 
things of Him from the foundation of the world 
are clearly seen, being understood by the things 
that were made, even His Eternal power and God- 
heads" The world was made by Him; it had 
been made, and was continually preserved by Him, 
and the world might have known this. Some did 
know it, and recognise Him — enough to leave the 
others without excuse, and to condemn themselves 
also, whereinsoever " knowing God, they glorified 
Him not as God." In the wisdom and goodness of 
the heathen ; in the teaching of such as Socrates and 
iEschylus, Plato and Cicero, in all the glimpses and 
fragments of truth and self-denial, benevolence and 
natural piety, which any where and in any degree 
survived the Fall ; and most especially in the chosen 
family and people, and the religious influences pro- 
pagated around them far and near ; — in all this, the 
Word, the True Light, was always, in presence and 
in energy : He was there, every where in the world 
which He had made; but that world knew Him 
not. It is the description of the old Pagans before 
our Saviour came : how sad to think that it should 

« Acts xiv. 17. ' Rom. L 20. 
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have continued to be a true account for the most 
part to those even to whom our Lord spake in 
person ; as He Himself declares, " O righteous Fa- 
ther, the world hath not known Thee '." And yet 
again (which is still worse), long after the Holy 
Spirit had come, the last Apostle and Prophet has 
still to make the mournful confession, " The world 
knoweth us not;" and no wonder, for '^it knew 
Him not*." Alas! that the words should stand 
good and undeniable now at the end of eighteen 
centuries. 

But there is a greater wonder than this, both of 
mercy on His part and of unbelief on ours ; and to 
this also the Baptist testified, and the Evangelist re- 
peats his witness : (Ver. ii.) ''He came unto His 
own (eiy ra tSta), and His own received Hint not J* 
Here again we may remark an idiom used elsewhere 
by this Evangelist, and by St. Luke, — one of those 
phrases which denote the ineffable condescension of 
the Incarnate One. Bethlehem and Nazareth, 
Judea and Galilee, all the Holy Land and the 
haunts of His human forefathers ; — nay, and all 
that marked out the Jewish people and realm as 
" dwelling apart, and not reckoned among the na- 
tions;" the Temple and its services, the Levitical 
rites, the Mosaic and Davidical politics, the schools 
of the Prophets, their visions and their miracles, 
and above all, perhaps, the Ark of the Covenant 
with its treasures ; — ^all these together formed the 
chosen and favoured Home of the Divine Word, so 
long as it pleased Him to have any limited, local 
Home. " This shall be My Rest for ever ; here 
will I dwell, for I have a delight therein ^." 

■ Chap. xvii. 25. • I St. John iii I. •» Ps. cxxxiL 15, P.-B.V. 



FIRST CHAPTER OF ST. JOHN. 33 



But when He, the Great Owner and House- 
holder, came bodily in His own Person, — knocked 
as it were at His own door, demanding admission, 
His own people, not only His servants, but those 
who were His own Flesh and Blood, received Hint 
not. Their will was, if they could, to shut the door, 
and hold it fast against Him. 

Mournfully mysterious is the very sound of those 
two verses, the loth and nth ; especially consider- 
ing by Whom they were really indited, — Whose 
complaint they indeed embody. Taken together 
they seem to represent to us, not for that time 
only but for all times, the two sad forms of misery 
which divide between them all mankind who as yet 
are not Christians. For either they. know nothing of 
any such deliverer as the Name of Christ indicates 
to us, or, having the notion more or less distinctly, 
they will not confess it to be realized in Jesus 
Christ, God and Man. The first are Heathens ; 
the second, in spirit, Jews. They may be called 
Mahometans or Unitarians, or by any other name : 
but with whom can their portion be, but with such 
as refuse to receive the Word offering Himself 
to them as to His own "i 

Observe that in each of these sayings, while the 
alienation of the world, and of the Jews, is confessed, 
their original interest in the Word is also confirmed. 
Against both Gnostics and Manichaeans it is writ- 
ten, the world which knew Him not had been made 
by Him; the Jews who rejected Him were His 
own people. Whatever Philosophers may surmise, 
Nature is not contrary to Scripture; whatever un- 
believing Israelites may affirm, the Old Testament 
is not contrary to the New. 

D 
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But the two verses may have yet another and 
a still more alarming application. How many in 
the Christian world, which has been not only made 
but regenerated by Him, go on without caring to 
know Him ! And how many go on knowing Him 
after a sort, account themselves to be His own, and 
pride themselves on it, yet have never really re- 
ceived Him, but are still making Him wait until 
they have done with the world and the flesh ! Over 
such the Word of Life seems to lament by the lips 
of His beloved Disciple, as He had Himself la- 
mented over Jerusalem ^ 

But in His human condescension He comforts 
Himself, as continually in the old prophecies, with 
the thought of the remnant that should remain, 
and return, and stay upon the Lord ; or as in His 
pleading with the Father in His Great Sacrificial 
Prayer : " The world hath not known Thee, but 
I have known Thee, and these have known that 
Thou hast sent Me^'* The Jews as a nation re- 
jected Him ; but "there was a remnant by way of 
election of grace *." So here, from these definitions 
of Heathens and of Jews, and from the narrative of 
their unbelief, the Sacred Text proceeds to a true 
historical definition of Christian People (ver. 12). 
As many as received Him, to them gave He power to 
become the sons of God, even to them t/iat believe on 
His Name. Power, that is, prerogative or privi- 
lege; as in other verses of St. John (chap. v. 27 ; 
X. 18; xix. 10); implying not only physical ability, 
but some kind of legal or settled right. The New 
Birth then — real transference into Gods family — 
actually becoming Children of God, not merely being 

« St. Matth. xxiii. 37. •* St. John xvii. 25. • Rom. xL 5. 
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SO accounted and styled— this is the specific mark, 
the Differentia, as Logicians say, of a Christian. 
And to every person is given the right of being so 
transferred and adopted into the Lord's Household, 
when he comes to believe in the Lord's Name, — to 
believe with that peculiar trust and self-surrender, 
which we know belongs to Christian Faith. On 
His Name, on the Power and Virtue of it, such as 
the Father gave It Him at His Incarnation '^ 

This faith does not formally make a man a child 
of God, but it entitles or qualifies him to be made 
so. If the question be asked, " What doth hinder 
me to be baptized V the answer is ready : — " If thou 
believest with all thine heart thou mayest" But the 
New Birth itself, which makes alienated man God's 
Child, which causes wilful darkness to be again 
"Light in the Lord" — that is a work far above all 
human counsels or causes, physical or moral ; — 
Which were borji (so he speaks, Ver. i 3) 7iot of Blood, 
nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, 
but of God. Thou must not be misled by His con- 
descending to use the word borti, for these were 
born, not of bloods, of the conjunction of male and 
female ; 7ior of the will of tJie flesh, through any 
carnal or natural appetency; nor of the will of 7nan, 
through any goodness or wisdom of mortal man, 
seeking and continuing and helping forward so 
great a blessing; as when in charity one adopts 
another's child ; but this is wholly and only God's 
work ; as much so as when the world was created ; 
— as much so as when the Word of God came into 
His own world as one of His creatures. It is God's 

' Phil. u. 9. 
D 2 
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gift and God's doing : His Spirit given, and His 
Spirit working. 

(Ver. 14.) And the Word was made Flesh, and 
dwelt among us {and we beheld His glory, tfte glory as 
of the only-begotten of the Father^ full of grace and 
truth. Who can venture to write upon this verse ? 
But if one may at all take upon him to consider 
how these Divine sayings follow one upon another, 
perhaps their connection may be thus stated. The 
first thirteen verses, having set forth, in the way of 
History passing from one fact to another, God's 
dealings with the Creatures, especially Man, by His 
Word, down to the period in which St. John was 
writing, that is, the setting up of the Church, — had 
simply said. He came unto His own. Now it seems 
good to the Divine Inspirer that the doctrine of 
the Church as to the manner of His coming should 
be re-affirmed, and all hearts set musing upon it, 
as the central point towards which all before had 
converged, dSidi from which all after would diverge ; 
— as leading also immediately to the outward wit- 
ness of Him, which St. John in his work as an 
Evangelist was presently to detail. 

Or (if we may express it in terms comparatively 
of later usage) that which is affirmed in ver. 13 
is subjective, the inward and spiritual result of the 
Word s coming unto each one who receiveth Him : 
but that coming Itself, as set forth in ver. 14, is an 
objective and historical fact, the greatest of all, and 
from which all the rest flow : Creation itself, and 
all God's government of His creatures, having, ap- 
parently, some mysterious relation to That which 
the Holy Ghost has been vouchsafed to teach in 
blessed words which cannot be explained away. 
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And the Word was made Flesh; or rather, became 
Flesh ; as really as the water at Cana became wme^ 
or as the stone would have beco7>te Bread had the 
Tempter had his own way. 

He does not say " became Maul' but " Flesh'' 
naming the inferior part of man, the more to de- 
clare His humiliation. 

And dwelt among us. He not only became 
Flesh, but in Flesh He " tabernacled among us ;" — 
sojourned, pitched and inhabited His tent ; as of 
old (though not yet incarnate) among our Fathers 
in the wilderness. Perhaps the more exact word 
might be ** encamped;" — a shade of meaning brought 
out (Rev. vii. 15) by the use of the verb with cVl 
and the accusative. It gives the notion of being 
elsewhere than in one's natural home (Rev. xxi. 3); 
so aKriv(Ofia (Acts vii. 46 ; 2 Pet. i. 13, 14). Then 
the reference to the Tabernacle suggests (if one 
may speak after the manner of men) the mention 
of the ** Glory'' that is, the Shechinah. Whence we 
may gather that all the instances of the appearing 
of that Glory in the Old Testament, were typical 
of Its abode, first in Christ, and afterwards in His 
Church. Afnong ns ; in the midst of us; not of 
men generally, but of us, the Apostles and other 
disciples. For in that sense the holy writers of 
the New Testament, and St. John among them, 
constantly use the pronouns us and we : " That 
which we have heard and seen, declare we unto 
you ^ ;" ** IVe have seen and bear witness that the 
Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the 
world \" 

And whereas it is here said not ** we sazv," but 

« I St. John i. 3. ^ U)ul. iv. 14. 
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"we beheld His glory," it is the same word which 
St. John uses in the place so often cited as parallel 
to this : " That which we have " not only *' heard 
and seen with our eyes," but, " which we have looked 
upon'' **have contemplated^ T as the Baptist content- 
plated the Spirit descending like a Dove ; as our 
Lord would have His servants contemplate the ripen- 
ing fields ; as" the King came in to contemplate, to 
look narrowly on, his wedding guests ; as the holy 
women not only beheld but contemplated — considered 
with all earnestness — " the sepulchre, and how His 
Body was laid." 

"We" thus contemplated (St. ]ohn adds here) 
not simply the Incarnate Word Himself, but I/ts 
glory. This has been commonly referred to the 
Transfiguration, which is mentioned in like man- 
ner, and with like mention of glory, by another 
favoured eye-witness of it, St. Peter : — " There came 
a voice to Him from the excellent glory, . . . when 
we were with Him in the Holy Mount \" And 
St. Luke, " Peter and they that were with Him, saw 
His glory^'' And for St. John in particular, we 
know that he was permitted to gaze on our Lord 
glorified on two other occasions at least; at His 
Ascension, and in the vision which preceded the 
Apocalypse. And if, as seems likely, his Gospel 
was the latest of his writings, we may understand 
him to be alluding here to that vision also. 

There is moreover a remarkable coincidence be- 
tween the phrase, The glory as of the Only-Begotten 
from tJie Father, and that of St. Peter in the place 
just quoted, " He received from God the Father 

* I St. John i. I ; Chap. i. 32, 38 ; iv. 35 ; i St. John iv. 14 ; St. Matt, 
xxii. 2 ; St. Luke xxiii. 55. k 2 St. Peter i. 17. * St. Luke ix. 32. 
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honour and glory, when there came such a voice 
to Him from the excellent glory, This is My Be- 
loved Son, in Whom I am well-pleased." St. John's 
" Only- Begotten" agrees critically with St. Peters 
" beloved " {dya7rrjT6s)y which we know by the Gos- 
pels to have been the word which came from Hea- 
ven at the time. 

In the Transfiguration itself, as well as in the 
mention of it by the holy writers, and indeed in 
this whole Proem of St. John s Gospel, may be dis- 
cerned, I think, the special care of the Holy Ghost 
to keep before the eye of Faith as well the Personal 
Subordination of the Son to the Father, as their 
natural Equality and Consubstantiality. 

jFu// of grace and truth. These high Revelations, 
and whatsoever else Holy Scripture announces to 
us from **the third Heaven," are here brought home 
to the lowliest believer, to the simplest little Chris- 
tian child. As in Himself the Word is ''the Only- 
Begotten from the Father^' so to us He is ''full of 
grace and truth!' Grace, that is. Favour and Mercy, 
as distinguished from strict justice ; and Truth, 
that is, Reality and Substance, as distinguished 
from types and shadows. There is a tacit compari- 
son with Moses' law, which is brought out a few 
verses after ; and indeed it may be said to be de- 
veloped in the whole of the New Testament ; 
Grace (e.g.) in Romans and Galatians, Truth in 
Hebrews, in the way of doctrine : and in ways 
ineffable, Grace and Truth, " Righteousness and 
Peace," blending together in every line of the Four- 
fold Image which the Holy Comforter and Guide 
has drawn for us in the Gospels. 

(Ver. 15.) John bare witness of Him. From the 
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broad historical sketch of the Dispensation, the 
Holy Ghost passes to an account, more or less de« 
tailed, of the evidence vouchsafed to win our faith 
to it. John, the Forerunner, stands as the first wit- 
ness, — the sample and specimen of the innumerable, 
ever- varying ways, whereby in the course of His 
outward Providence God introduces us, one by one, 
to the knowledge of His Incarnate Son. John first ; 
then all we the rest — all Christians from the be- 
ginning to the end — are called and empowered, one 
after another, to bear each his several witness to 
Him. For to this end we have received inwardly 
of His Fulness, of the Grace and Truth whereof 
He is full - 

In this transition, and perhaps not seldom else- 
where, St. John*s manner and train of thought is like 
St. Pauls ; as though what he began with reminded 
him of something which at first he had not intended. 
The saying quoted from the Baptist, the occasion 
of which he is about to narrate particularly, sug- 
gested the mention, contained the germ, as it were, 
of the coming Manifestation of the Word by the 
Spirit in the Communion of Saints. Carried away 
to the end of Time, and beyond, (if one may speak 
as a man), by the thought, the beloved Disciple 
interrupts the narrative which he had begun of 
the Forerunners outward witness (which another 
Evangelist marks as, " The beginning of the Gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God ",") to seal it 

■ It might be a question here, as perhaps c. iii. 31 — 36, whether the pas- 
sage be a portion of the Baptist's witness, or a descant of the Evangelist 
upon it. Origen thinks the former, but St. Augustine and St. Chrysostom, 
with the Commentators in general, the latter ; which is here assumed both in 
deference to their authority, and because verses 16 to 18 seem to have more 
of the Fulness of the Gospel than anything that could be uttered before 
Pentecost. » St Mark i. i. 
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with his own and the whole Church's testimony, not 
outward, but inward and spiritual, by each one's 
actual partaking of Christ. Which being done, he 
IS at leisure to return to the particular moment in 
the Baptist's Mission from which his own witness 
was to begin. This he does in ver. 19. 

John bare [beareth] witness of Him, aiid cried 
[crieth], saying, &c. It may be reverently sur- 
mised (according to God's mode of using, not alto- 
gether superseding, the natural feelings and powers 
of His inspired agents,) that St. John was led 
to begin his narrative from this particular say- 
ing of the Baptist, because it had been the pro- 
vidential instrument of his own conversion. Cer- 
tainly it was so, if he, as some in St. Chrysostom's 
time thought, was the other disciple, besides St. 
Andrew, who heard the Baptist speak, and followed 
Jesus to see where He dwelt Who was declared 
to be the Lamb of God. His concealing his name 
would be according to his custom in his Gospel, 
when any thing is related of himself And other 
circumstances will have to be noted which favour 
the supposition that he had been an earnest disciple 
of the Baptist. 

He beareth witness. So it stands — in the present 
tense, in the Greek, and though the next word, 
" he cried," is Perfect in form, that also is allowed 
by grammarians to be, in sense, a present verb, im- 
porting, **he cried once, and still continues to cry :" 
the loud and clear announcement which at the first 
he uttered has been continued on for our time and 
for all times. " John is the Word's witness, in that 
Jie cried and yet c'rieth, saying," &c. 

The expression " crieth " answers well to that of 
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the Prophet : — " The voice of one crying in the wil- 
derness*'." It is applied in this Gospel and not 
elsewhere to our Lord's own utterances, and that 
three times (chap. vii. 28, 37, and xii. 44). In 
each case it describes an announcement both loud 
and sudden, applying not to any words that had 
passed, but to something in the hearers mind, to 
which the omniscient Speaker vouchsafes to ad- 
dress Himself P. 

And this is the very description (although the 
word "cry" is not there used) of the Baptist's 
mode of proclaiming Christ in St. Luke. The mul- 
titude being in expectation, and all men musing in 
their hearts of John, whether he were the Christ, 
or not ; he speaks (as his Master used afterwards 
to speak) to their thoughts, and that suddenly, 
loudly, expressly. This was his " cry " — the same, 
in substance, as that recorded by St. John ; but the 
latter is much more distinct as to the degree of our 
Lord's excellency. 

This was He of whom I spake. He that cometh 
after me is preferred before me. The Apostle goes 
* back, not to the Baptist's original testimony, but 
to the repetition of it in his own presence, and 
that in such a way as identified Jesus of Naza- 
reth with the pre-existent Word. As if he should 
say, "It was of Him, the Word, Who is God, 
that John Baptist was witnessing, when in my 



• Isaiah xL 3 ; St. Matt. iii. 3. 

' St Luke applies the word ("cried") in a like way to St. Paul's saying 
before the Council, ** Men and brethren, I am a Pharisee, the son of a Phari- 
see,*' (Acts xxiii. 6). He professed his Pharisaism aloud and suddenly, not 
called on to do so by anything that had been said or done, but instinctively 
observing the mixed character of the Council, and availing himself of it to 
interest the one side in his favour. 
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presence he pointed to the Son of Man and said, 
This IS He." 

'^ He that is coming after me, means * He Who 
preacheth after me :' not * He Who came into the 
world after me.' So St. Matthew (to allege nothing 
more) implies : * One is coming after me :* not speak- 
ing of His Birth from Mary, but of His being with 
us to preach the Gospel. For if he were speaking 
of His Birth, he would not have said *is coming,' 
but * is come ; ' for Christ was born when these 
things were spoken**." 

In point of time our Lord, doubtless, came into 
this world after John by six months, and in all pro- 
bability there was about the same interval between 
the commencement of their several ministrations. 
For, as our Lord Himself, in regard it may be to the 
Mosaical ordinance, waited until He had "begun to 
be about thirty years of age " before He entered on 
His work. His servant St. John cannot be supposed 
to have anticipated that time. At most he pre- 
ceded his Master by six months : but he did pre- 
cede Him, and more than that, Christ had now con- 
descended to come as one among sinners, and to 
be baptized by him. Then it became necessary for 
the holy Baptist to repeat more earnestly than 
ever what he had all along been impressing on his 
hearers, as to his inferiority to Him whose Fore- 
runner he was : but he bears his witness now with 
two remarkable differences. First, "He that is 
coming after me"— not ** is mightier t/ian /," but " is 
preferred before me,' or literally, ''hath com£ to be 
before me:'' alluding, of course, to the visible dignity 
which our Lord, as Man, had acquired by the Descent 

< St Chrysostom, In Joan, Horn, xiii. 3. 
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of the Spirit upon Him and the Voice from Heaven. 
And next, a greater, an infinite wonder — the account 
of this ministerial exaltation of our Lord above John 
and all other Prophets is, " He was before me\'' had 
an existence of His own, before ever I came into this 
world, whereby He is the Son of God, and the 
Communicator of the Spirit of God — He that bap- 
tizeth with tfie Holy Ghost. Thus, — O marvellous 
mystery of Divine Friendship ! — the blessed Jesus 
did, from the beginning, seal the Disciple whom He 
loved to be the especial Witness of His Godhead to 
all generations, attracting him, in the first instance, 
by the Baptist's saying, He was before me : and in 
the end causing him, by His Spirit, to recall and 
record that moment and that saying as the head and 
front of his written testimony. In the very act of 
his conversion he became eminently *0 ©eoAoyoy — 
Sl John tfte Divifie. 

For He was before me. The phrase means more 
— indefinitely more — than simply " before me :" lite- 
rally it may be rendered, " so much before me as no 
other can be ;'* and that, not by having become so, 
but by His very Being from the Beginning : He 
was — not He became — such. It is the same state- 
ment in regard of the Baptist, as our Lord Himself 
made in regard of Abraham, ''Before lie was I AM!' 
And as the Jews then took up stones to stone our 
Lord, not enduring what they rightly understood 
to be a declaration of His absolute Eternity : 

\Here the MS, breaks of.] 




COMMENTARY ON CHAPTERS I.-VI. OF THE 
EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS. 



The Date and Scope of the Epistle. 

^ I ^HE Date of the Epistle to the Romans may 
•^ be made out with tolerable accuracy by com- 
paring the three passages following : — 

Rom. XV. 23» 24. ** Now havhig no more place 
in these parts, and having a great desire tliese many 
years to come unto you ; whensoever I take my jour ^ 
ney into Spain, I will come to you!' 

25, 26, 27. ''But now I go unto yerusale7n to 
miftister unto the saints. For it liath pleased them 
of Macedonia and Achaia to make a certain contri- 
bution/or the poor sai^its zuhich are at yerusalem. 
It hath pleased them verily ; and tlieir debtors they 
are. For if the Gentiles have been made partakers 
of their spiritual things, t/ieir d^ity is also to min- 
ister unto thefn in cardial things!' 

28. " When therefore I have performed this, and 
have sealed to them this fruit, I will cofpie by you 
into Spain!' 

This shews, first, that the letter was written be- 
fore St. Paul had ever been at Rome (see ch. i. 
II — 15). Therefore it must have been written 
some time before the conclusion of the history in 
the Acts. 

Secondly, the verses above cited shew that St. Paul 
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was just on the point of setting out in charge of 
a collection of alms from the Christians of Greece 
for the Christians of Jerusalem. Now such a col- 
lection is mentioned, Acts xxiv. 1 7, ** After certain 
years, I came to bring alms to my nation, and offer- 
ings." Looking back to the beginning of the jour- 
ney spoken of, viz. to ch. xx. 3, we find St. Paul 
just setting out from Greece, that is, from Corinth, 
the chief city of Greece, for Syria, that is to say, for 
the Holy Land. And as it appears by the notes in 
the margin *, the Epistle was probably written from 
Corinth; and no doubt Acts xx. 2, 3, is the very 
point in the history to which we must assign it. 

Now Acts XX. 3 is generally agreed on by in- 
terpreters to bear date a.d. 5 7, being the third year 
of the Roman Emperor Nero. And the Epistle 
was written, as it seems, towards the end of the 
three months during which St. Paul stayed at Co- 
rinth, in the spring of that year, a little before 
the Passover. 

The general Scope of the Epistle may be thus 
stated : — To set forth, as against both Jew and 
Gentile, the process of salvation through Jesus 
Christ, including the two great doctrines of Justi- 
fication by His Blood, and Sanctification by His 
Spirit : — then, to shew how those great doctrines 
may be applied to all parts of Christian morality, 
and especially to the solution of certain doubtful 
cases of conduct, then engaging men's attention, 
or very likely soon to do so. 

• Rom. xvi. I, 23 ; comp. 2 Tim. iv. 20. 
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§1. 

St. Paul's Salutation to the Church of Rome; with some 
account of the grounds on which he expected them 
TO RECEIVE HIM (Ch. i. ver. T — 7). 

(Ver. I.) Pauly a servant of Jesus Christ, called 
to be an apostle, separated u7ito the gospel of God, 

A servant^.'] More properly 'a slave/ one who 
is no more his own, but absolutely and entirely 
belongs to another. To stand in this relation to 
our Saviour was accounted by St. Paul the founda- 
tion of all honour ; which feeling he expresses by 
so styling himself in the opening of this Epistle, 
as also of those to the Philippiaris and to Titus. 
And not St. Paul alone, but all the Apostles, of 
whom Epistles are remaining, employ this style. 
See St. James i. i ; 2 St. Pet. i. i ; Rev. i. i. In 
the Old Testament the title is given to Moses ^ 
to Joshua ^ to David ^ 

Separated tinto the Gospel.^ That is, unto the 
office of preaching the Gospel, especially among 
the Gentiles ; to which office St. Paul, in the counsels 
of God, was "separated from his mothers womb^;" 
and to which he, with St. Barnabas, had been so- 
lemnly " separated" in the Church of Antioch, by in- 
spiration of the Holy Ghost and laying on of hands, 
about thirteen years before this was written ^, 

(Ver. 2.) {Whuh He had promised afore by His 
prophets in the holy Scriptures^ 

In tfie holy Scriptures?^ One great purpose of 
this Epistle being to reconcile Jewish Christians to 

^ (o) Gal. i. 10; (iB) Acts ix. 1$, Jerein. i. 5 ; (7) Gal. iv. 4. 

* Josh. Li. * Judges ii. 8. • Ps. cxxxii. 10. 

' Gal. i. 15. ' Acts xiii. 2. 
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the favour which the Gospel offered to the Gen- 
tiles, the Apostle loses no time in introducing this 
clause, by which he establishes the connection of 
the two Testaments, and shews how honourably all 
Christians were bound to think of the Law and 
the Prophets. 

(Ver. 3.) Concerning His Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord^ which was made of the seed of David according 
to the flesh. 

Our Lord7\ In the original the order of this sen- 
tence, from ver. 3 to ver. 5, is different from that of 
the English; as thus: — "Concerning His Son, which 
was made of the seed of David according to the 
flesh, which was ordained [to be] the Son of God 
with power, according to the Spirit of holiness, by 
the Resurrection of the dead, Jesus Christ our 
Lord; by Whom we have received grace," &c. 
Which order seems to answer beautifully to the 
gradual march of divine knowledge concerning our 
Saviour. In Him, this passage gives us to under- 
stand, the whole Gospel is summed up. And again, 
the doctrine concerning Him is summed up in two 
points, — His Manhood, in that He was made, or 
born, of the seed of David according to the Flesh — 
by His natural descent through Mary; — and His 
Godhead, or His being the Son of God with power, 
declared by His Incarnation, the worker of which 
was the Holy Spirit, and the proof of it. His raising 
Himself from the dead. 

In fact, the whole sentence corresponds exactly 
with the third article of the Apostles' Creed, " Who 
was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 
Virgin Mary," only the order of the clauses being 
changed. For the Creed gives the history of our 
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Lord according to the actual succession of events ; 
St Paul, in this place, gives it according to the 
order in which those events were made known 
to the world. 

(Ver. 4.) And declared to be the Son of God with 
power, according to the Spirit of holiness, by the resur- 
rection from the dead. 

From the dead^J] This and the former verse 
together come to much the same as i St Peter 
iii. 18, " Being put to death in the flesh, but quick- 
ened by the Spirit" 

(Ver. 5.) By Whom we have received grace and 
apostleshipy for obedience to the faith among all na- 
tions, for His Name. 

Grace and apostleship7\ That is, the undeserved 
favour of being an Apostle. He calls it by the 
same name, ch. xii. 3, xv. 15; Gal. ii. 9; Eph. 
iii. 2, 7, 8. 

Among all nations^ Properly, all the Gentiles ; 
a point which St PauFs drift in this Epistle re- 
quired him to keep continually in view. Compare 
Acts xxii. 21, xxvi. 17, 18. 

For His Name.'] To be connected with the be- 
ginning of the verse ; " We have received grace 
and apostleship in the Name and on the behalf 
of Jesus Christ ;" " we are ambassadors for Him." 

(Ver. 6.) Among whom are ye also the called of 
Jesus Christ, 

Among whom are ye also.] And therefore it is 
no presumption in me to address you; you are 
within the limits of my commission. 

(Ver. 7.) To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, 

^ (8) Acts xiii. 33 ; (c) ch. xvi 26. 

E 
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called to be saints : Grace to you and peace from 
God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Called to be saints^ i.e. Christians ; for so this 
word is used constantly, both by St. Paul and 
St. Luke. See below, ch. xv., in which he re- 
peatedy speaks of the collection for the saints, and 
of the /^i?r saints which are at Jerusalem; and 
see also the addresses of the following Epistles : — 
I and 2 Cor., Ephes., Philip., Coloss. Compare 
Acts ix. 13, 32, 41. 

Grace to you and peace, &c^ The regular Chris- 
tian salutation, being an enlargement of the com- 
mon salutation of the Jews and all Oriental nations, 
which is simply, " Peace be unto you." All the 
Epistles of St. Paul, except that to the Hebrews, 
have it : (those to Timothy and Titus adding, 
" mercy," " Grace, mercy, peace" unto thee). It 
appears also in the two Epistles of St. Peter, and 
in the Apocalypse. St. John's second Epistle has 
the same form as those to Timothy and Titus. 
One or other of the two forms was very commonly 
used by Christians, in their letters on sacred sub- 
jects, for several ages of the Church. 



Observations on § I. 

Credentials of a Christian Teacher, 

St. Paul is here writing to a Church which knew him 
not, and had never seen his face in the flesh. That, in- 
deed, was the case also when he was writing to the 
Colossians ; but with this difference, that Colosse was 
near to Ephesus, to Iconium, and many other places, 
in which St. Paul had been much in person, and had 
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wrought many great miracles ; whereas, hitherto, his 
ministry had been exercised at a very great distance 
from Rome. On this account perhaps it is, that he sets 
forth more largely than in other salutations his claim to 
be heard even by those who had never seen him, as one 
speaking with all authority on the highest and most 
aweful subjects. Now, on what does he rest his claim ? 

It is worthy of very exact observation ; for, as the 
diligent reader will perceive, the case between St. Paul 
and these Romans whom he had never seen, was in sub- 
stance the very same with the case between any newly- 
appointed Pastor and his flock, to whom he is as yet ar 
stranger. What credentials ought the Pastor to bring, 
and the flock to require of him ? 

Reply may be made in two words. The congregation 
must require, and the Bishop or Priest must produce, 
Apostolical Doctrine, and an Apostolical Commission. 
The Apostles* Doctrine and Fellowship, — by these, as 
St. Luke intimates, men continued members of the first 
Church at Jerusalem, the root and pattern of the whole 
Catholic Church, — these, therefore, in every change of 
pastors, are the great points to be secured. 

Accordingly, the Apostle sets out by referring the 
Church of Rome to two remarkable events of his life, 
on which he grounded his claim to their obedience. First, 
he had been "called to be an Apostle;" this is a very 
evident allusion to his first call upon his miraculous con- 
version, as related in the Acts of the Apostles. Then 
he had been " set apart to the Gospel," i.e. to the preach- 
ing of the Gospel, "of God;" this is a no less evident 
allusion to his being separated, with Barnabas, by special 
command of the Holy Ghost, to the work whereunto He 
had called them both, namely, to the conversion of the 
Gentiles. Whoever would consider these two transac- 
tions, which were both of them now made solemn and 
public, could have no doubt of St. Paul's being an Apostle, 
though not one of the first Twelve, nor of his being espe- 
cially the Apostle of the Gentiles. 

£ 2 
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Having thus made his commission clear, he briefly sums 
up his doctrine : — That he preached Christ to be the Son 
of God with power, and the Son of David according to 
the flesh. Whatever he taught was grounded on two 
grand points, — ^the Divinity of our Lord, and His In- 
carnation ; the Resurrection being the great evidence of 
both : of which Resurrection he, like the other Apostles, 
was ordained and qualified to be an original witness. 

Now it is a great privilege of our Church, and of every 
branch of the Orthodox Catholic Church, that her Bishops 
and Presbyters are at once introduced to their people on 
terms which secure both these essential points. Their 
Apostolical commission is made sure by their public con- 
secration or ordination ; their Apostolical doctrine, by their 
adherence to the formularies of the Church, particularly to 
her three Creeds. These are surely great blessings, espe- 
cially to the great mass of the people. 

Consider how much edification would be lost, how much 
anxiety and discomfort incurred, how many ruinous errors 
committed, if every person had to judge for himself, as 
often as a new pastor was set over him, whether he might 
with a safe conscience receive that pastor's instructions. 
All which being obviated in orthodox Catholic Churches 
by the two precaution3 above mentioned, all that is needed 
further is affectionate simplicity and constancy, on the one 
part, in conveying, on the other, in receiving God's grace. 
Whatever personal defects may unhappily be found in the 
pastor, the consciences of the flock continue untouched, 
and free to communicate with the Church through him. 

In this point of view, it would seem most unkind to 
weak brethren, as well as unwise and disorderly in itself, 
to encourage slight thoughts of the Apostolical commis- 
sion, or to be forward in undervaluing creeds and for- 
mularies. 
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§ II. 

Assurances of the Interest he took in the 
Roman Church (Ch. i. ver. 8 — 15). 

(Ver. 8.) First, I thank my God through yesus 
Christ for you all, that your faith is spoken of 
throughout tlie whole world. 

My God7\ This expression is used occasionally 
by St. Paul : see i Cor. i. 4; 2 Cor. xii. 21 : and 
often by David in the Psalms ; now and then, too, 
by other prophets, as Ezra, Nehemiah, Isaiah, 
Hosea, Micah. But generally in passages of high 
devotional feeling, and not so as to warrant the use 
of like expressions by ordinary Christians in com- 
mon conversation. 

Through Jesus Christ."] Compare the places in 
the margin *, by which it appears that Thanksgiving, 
as well as Prayer, should always be offered by Chris- 
tians to the Almighty in our Saviour's Name. 

Spoken of in the whole world.] A Church in 
Rome, the capital of the world, would of course 
draw general attention, rather than in any other 
place. According even to heathen historians, it had 
existed at least years before St. Paul wrote this letter. 
This ancient and famous Church must ever be con- 
sidered the great glory of Rome ; and we ought not 
to suffer our just abhorrence of her later errors to 
interfere with our admiration of her long- continued 
orthodoxy and deep sense of the many obligations 
we owe her. 

(Ver. 9.) For God is my witness. Whom I serve 
with my spirit in the Gospel of His Son, that without 
ceasing I m4ike mention of you always in my prayers. 

> Eph. V. 20; Heb. xiii. 15 ; I St. Pet. ii. 5. 
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God is my witness?^ Here we see that St. Paul, 
in serious matters, and with strict truth, did not 
think it unchristian to invoke God as a witness, 
i.e. in fact, to take an oath. Compare the places in 
the margin \ 

With my spirit?^ That is, ** in the purpose of my 
heart;" "in spirit and in truth," as our Lord ex- 
presses it, St. John iv. 24. 

Without ceasing-J] That is, without leaving you 
out of any of my prayers of intercession. The same 
assurance is given to the Thessalonians, i Thess. 
1,2; and to Timothy, 2 Tim. i. 3. Such passages 
warrant and encourage the charitable and Christian 
custom of interceding for those in whose behalf 
we are especially interested iy name; which is 
a good sign of piety as well as of friendship, for 
it shews that people are in no such great hurry 
to have done with their prayers. 

(Ver. id.) Making request^ if by any means now 
at length I might have a prosperous journey by the 
will of God to come unto you. 

If by any means now at lengthi\ Observe how 
full he is of doubt, how afraid to be confident in 
his hope of visiting them, and how much he had it 
at heart. Why, we shall see presently. 

(Ver. II.) For I long to see youy t/tat I may im- 
part unto you some spiritual gift, to the end ye may 
be established. 

I long to see you.] No doubt there were many 
then and at all times eager to pay a visit to 
Rome; but how many with the devout and cha- 
ritable mind of the Apostle ? Those who set their 
hearts wildly and eagerly upon going to fresh places 

^ 2 Cor. L 23, xi 31 ; GaL i. 20; Philip, i. 8. 
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and seeing fresh people, merely for their own plea- 
sure and fancy, may do well, perhaps, to compare 
their eagerness with his. 

That I may impart unto you some spiritual gi/t^ 
Here he refers to his Apostolical Commission, as 
being one of those through whom the Holy Spirit 
had pledged Himself ordinarily to impart His gifts 
and graces to men. In the same sense, when a man 
is ordained Priest, the Bishop bids him " receive the 
Holy Ghost for that Office and Work." The ex- 
pression is no more presumptuous, than it was pre- 
sumptuous in that ancient Bishop, St. Paul, to speak 
of himself as imparting spiritual gifts. This is 
remarked for the satisfaction of those who may 
happen to have heard the phrase in our service ob- 
jected to. 

To the end ye may be established?^ Or ** strength- 
ened," in the faith. Compare ch. xvi. 25, where he 
speaks of God as of " Him who is able to establish 
you;" thus hinting that they stood in great danger 
of falling, living as they did in the dissolute metro- 
polis of the world, and the very centre and spring 
of persecution. 

(Ver. 12.) That is, that I may be comforted to- 
gether with you by the mutual faith both of you 
and me. 

This verse is an instance of a kind of courtesy 
(or ought it rather to be called sweetness) very re- 
markable in St. Paul's character. It seems to have 
come into his mind that he had been taking rather 
a high tone with them, and that in the last verse 
especially, in which he had spoken of imparting to 
them spiritual gifts. He qualifies, therefore, what 
he had said, telling them that he longed so much 
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to see them, for his own sake as well as for theirs. 
He wanted to taste the consolation arising from 
the mutual faith, i.e. the firm, unreserved confi- 
dence in one another, subsisting between himself 
and the Roman Church. To enter into the spirit 
of this, consider what a peculiar satisfaction it 
must be, in bad times, when the true friends of 
the Church are few, to go where one is sure of 
meeting with cordial sympathy in one's cares and 
wishes for her good. If even ordinary Christians 
feel this, how must a keen and ardent spirit, a self- 
devoted, single-minded Apostle, have felt it ! 

(Ver. 13.) Now I would not have you ignorant, 
brethren, that oftentimes I purposed to come unto you, 
{but was let hitherto^ that I miglU have some fruit 
among you also, even as among other Gentiles. 

I would not have you ignorant, brethren.^ This 
was a form of speaking which marked St. Pauls 
style in particular, as the places noted in the margin 
shew ^ 

That I might have somefruit?\ The only fruit or 
proof St. Paul thought of, either at Rome or any- 
where else, was the edifying and saving souls. 
" I desire that fruit," says he to the Philippians, 
" which aboundeth to your account : " to the Co- 
rinthians, " I seek not yours, but you." In this 
only respect, St. Paul was truly greedy and covet- 
ous. As some men like to have estates in a great 
many countries, so St. Paul could not rest till he 
had acquired to himself a spiritual estate, a set 
of souls profited by his exertions, in Rome as in 
other Gentile Churches. 

* Ch. xu 25 ; I Cor. x. I ; I Thess. iv. 13. 
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(Ver. 14.) I am debtor both to the Greeks^ and to 
the Barbarians ; both to the tvtsej and to the unwise. 

Observe that he is writing from Corinth, where 
doubtless every day they kept ringing in his ears 
the difference between Greeks and Barbarians, be- 
tween the wise and the unwise, i.e. as they proudly 
accounted it, between themselves and other men. 

/ am a debtor?^ i.e. I have a special duty to per- 
form : so ch. viii. 12, ** We are debtors, not to the 
flesh;" Gal. v. 3, ** He is a debtor to do the whole 
Law." 

Barbarians?^ It is hardly needful to observe that 
this means all nations besides the Greeks ; who em- 
ployed the word not in our common meaning, but 
simply as the Jews used the word Gentiles. 



Observations on § II. 
The Intercommunion of Churches. 

St. Paul, in these verses, offers an example of that 
truely fraternal spirit which animated our Lord's Apostles, 
and after them the primitive Christians, towards the par- 
takers of the same faith, however distant from them, and 
unconnected in other respects. For we must not too 
hastily ascribe this and other like expressions of feeling 
to the fervent and overflowing charity of the Apostle 
himself. It was in great measure characteristic of those 
early generations of Christians ; as may appear by the 
accounts, in the Acts of the Apostles, of communica- 
tions between different bodies of Christians ; and by 
many epistles still preserved, which passed among distant 
Churches for very many centuries afterwards. 

The Bishops in Africa, for example, presently knew, and 
keenly felt, whatever heresies arose in Gaul ; and en- 
couraged themselves in primitive usages by correspond- 
ence with their colleagues of Asia Minor. The religious 
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Communities of Gaul and Egypt compared notes, as it 
were, concerning the more or less edifying effect of the 
several observances in use among them. In short, a kind 
of sympathy pervaded the whole frame of the Christian 
world : any string that was touched, vibrated to the very 
farthest point which the Apostolic faith and discipline had 
reached. 

That such is not the fact now must be allowed ; not, 
indeed, altogether through any fault of the present gene- 
ration of Christians. But, without entering into the causes 
of the change, which are many, and some of them most 
lamentable, one may observe and regret it, made more 
striking as it is by the recollection, of how difficult, in 
comparison, and how expensive it was then, to hold com- 
munication between remote countries. 

It forms one of the many painful blanks, which meet the 
eye on looking at things as they are, after a survey, how- 
ever cursory, of the sacred and primitive history. But if 
we at all enter into the mind of the Apostle here, if we 
are sincere in regretting the dearth of brotheriy intercourse 
between Churches in different countries, our regret will not 
evaporate in empty feeling : it will enter, soberly but 
very seriously, into our thoughts when we pray for Christ's 
holy Catholic Church : it will make us, the very poorest 
of us all, rejoice that he has still opportunities of contri- 
buting though it be but two mites, to the welfare of that 
Church in other regions : it will set us more than ever 
on our guard against that spirit of irreverence and self- 
will, which has broken up the Visible Church, formerly one 
fair whole, into such a number of shattered fragments, 
loosely and obscurely, if at all, connected. In a word, 
the humiliation a good Christian must feel, at this and 
other marks of decay in the Church, will prove, by God's 
blessing, an effectual aid when he is tempted to heresy or 
schism, or any kind of presumptuous dealing with the old 
paths and the good way. God knows, we all stand in 
need of all the help we can obtain towards learning a due 
mistrust of ourselves, and of the arrogant principles and 
practices of the age we live in. 
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§111. 

On Justification by Faith only (From Ch. i. ver. i6 

to Ch. V. ver. 21). 

I. The Subject proposediy ex. i6y i^j). 

(Ver. 16.) For I am not ashamed of the Gospel of 
Christ : for it is the power of God unto salvation to 
every one tJuU believeth ; to the Jew firsts and also 
to the Greek, 

Asfiamed^ This was a word of our Saviour s 
own teaching ; see St. Mark viii. 38, " Whosoever 
shall be ashamed of Me and My words .... of 
him shall the Son of Man be ashamed^ See also 
St. Luke IX. 26; 2 Tim. i. 8, 12, 16; Heb. ii. 11, 
XI. 16; by which it seems that the word means 
a disavowing, or a shrinking from any thing, for 
fear especially of ridicule or human censure. 

To the yew first, &c^ The same expression is 
found, ch. ii. 9, 10; and in both places denotes the 
perfect impartiality of the Gospel ; such, however, 
as to allow for the preference assigned in the order 
of God's counsels to His first elect people. 

(Ver. 1 7.) For therein is the righteousness of God 
revealed from faith to faith : as it is written, The 
jtist shall live by faith. 

The righteousness of God."] As if he had said, 
**A righteousness altogether supernatural, such as 
man, left to himself, could never have so much as 
imagined, much less attained unto ; a righteousness, 
not of men, nor of angels, but of God." Comp. 
Rom. iii. 5, 21, 22, x. 3 ; Heb. xi. 7 ; St. James i. 20; 
2 St. Pet. i. I . 

From faith to faithi] That is, by a gradual pro- 
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gress, from one degree of faith to another ; the same 
divine principle unfolding itself, through an infinite 
variety of examples, and under several different 
dispensations, from the foundation of the world to 
the establishment of the Kingdom of Heaven. In 
fact, as St. Chrysostom observes, the whole of the 
eleventh chapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews is, 
as it were, an expansion of this short clause, " from 
faith to faith." 

As it is written?^ In Habak. ii. 4, which, both 
here and in the Epistle to the Hebrews ", the Apo- 
stle takes, as it were, for a Text, whereon to dis- 
course of justifying and saving Faith. By this we 
are quite sure that Faith, in this Epistle, means 
the same as in that ; and the obscurer parts in the 
one cannot be better explained than by comparison 
with the other, which is in some respects plainer. 
Now faith, in the Epistle to the Hebrews, is ex- 
plained to be **the considering things hoped for 
as present, and making practical trial of things un- 
seen;" that is, behaving as if those things were 
real. The same, therefore, must be the meaning 
of the word, both here and in the Epistle to the 
Galatians (iii. 11). For there, too, the Text from 
Habakkuk is quoted, and applied to the saving 
Faith of a Christian. 

Observations on § III. i. 
The Nature of Faith which Justifies. 

True Devotion, Justifying and Saving Faith, the right- 
eousness of God revealed from Heaven in the Gospel, is 
not a single act, not an impulse, emotion, or feeling ; but 
it is a fixed and regular Habit of the mind, capable, like 

" Heb. X. 38. 
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other habitSy of gradual improvement, and depending for 
that improvement on Practice. It is not a single act, but 
a progressive habit, for it goes on, we are told, " from Faith 
to Faith," from a lower Faith to a higher. And it de- 
pends on Conduct, rather than on Feeling ; for it is the 
practical " trial of things unseen ;" — behaving as if God's 
word was true. 

Keep steadily, not only with your lips but in your life, 
to this notion of justifying Faith, and you will, by God's 
blessing, escape the errors and perplexities which are very 
apt on that point to beset unguarded or presumptuous 
minds. Remember that Faith is a habit, not a feeling; 
you will not then value yourself on impulses seemingly 
good, which may visit you, as it were, from time to time ; 
nor will you be too much disheartened if you find no rap- 
tures in religion. 

Remember, again, that this habit, in order to be strength- 
ened, must be practised, — practised in continual acts of 
Devotion to your Saviour, and Resignation to His will. 

Thus you will perceive that true Faith is not an object 
to take its turn with others, but that it naturally twines 
and blends itself with every part of a man's life and con- 
duct. This will warn you against the error of those who 
allow that religion is all very well, at proper times, and 
in its own province, but do not see why they should be 
called on to give themselves up wholly to it. 

And observe particularly, that it is called throughout, 
not our righteousness, but "the righteousness of God ;** 
because, in truth, from beginning to end, it is His ; His, 
in that He graciously accepts it as righteousness, for the 
sake of our Mediator, Jesus Christ, imperfect and blem- 
ished as it ever must be in us ; His, in that His gra- 
cious Spirit forms the habit of Faith in our minds, and 
helps us to cherish it by the right use of the Sacra- 
ments, and other aids which His good Providence affords ; 
His, because, without His teaching, the wisest of men could 
never have dreamed either of the reward to which Faith 
aspires, or of the process of Christian Devotion by which 
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God prepares men for it, much less of the mysterious 
Sacrifice, the sole meritorious cause of either. 

From beginning to end it is the righteousness of God : 
how then can it be attained, except by entire surrender 
of one's self to God, through Him who is both God 
and Man ? 

§ III. 2. 

731^ Christian Doctrine of Pardon founded on the Misery of Man; 
and first of the Gentiles (Ch. i. ver. 18—32). 

(Ver. 1 8.) For the wrath of God is revealed from 
heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of 
men^ who hold the truth in unrighteousness. 

Is revealed."] That is, by the Gospel, as a part, 
and the first part in order, of the doctrine of " the 
righteousness of God." For " revealed" here is 
t^en up as it were from "revealed" in the verse 
before. It follows, that no man must pretend to 
understand the Gospel, except he have a deep and 
serious sense of his own and the world's condition 
without it, as being a condition of misery and ruin. 
It follows also, that it is a great mistake to con- 
sider the Gospel as a dispensation of mercy only, 
and to forget the terrors of the Lord revealed in 
it — the terrors of the judgment-day and of eternal 
punishment, which are, strictly speaking, a part of 
the Revelation by our Saviour. 

Ungodliness and unrighteousness^ The first op- 
posed to our duty to God, the latter to our duty to 
our neighbour. 

Thai hold the truth in unrighteousness?^ Here 
St. Paul touches the very ground of God s wrath 
against the Gentile world : They are inexcusable, 
because they knew^ or might have known^ better. 
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A fearful sentence for any age or country, which 
prides itself on superior light and knowledge, ex- 
cept true religion and virtue thrive in proportion. 

(Ver. 19.) Because that which may be known of 
God is manifest in tJiem ; for God hath shewed it 
ufito t/iem. 

In tJiem^ Rather, among them. 

(Ver. 20.) For the invisible things of Him from 
tlu creation of the world are clearly seen^ being un- 
derstood by the things that are made, even His eternal 
power and Godliead; so tfiat t/iey are without excuse. 

(Ver, 21.) Because that, when they knew God, 
tliey glorified Him not as God, n^tier were thankful; 
but became vain in their imaginations, and tlieir fool^ 
ish heart was darke^ted. 

When t/iey knew God,^ The Fathers not un- 
frequently remark on the unconscious testimony 
which the Heathens used to bear to the one living 
and true God in their familiar conversation. In 
their oaths and exclamations, they oftener called 
on "God" than on "Gods." Thus they were self- 
condemned for their Idolatry, as common swearers 
are now for their irreligion. 

In tfieir imaginations?^ Rather, " in their reason- 
ings;" they were ingeniously wrong and absurd. 
" Reason," says a devout commentator here, ** must 
be very corrupt, since, being given to help men in 
finding God, it has served to remove them farther 
from Him." 

Became vain.] The same phrase appears to be 
employed emphatically in the Old Testament, of 
Saul, I Sam. xiii. 13 ; and of makers of idols, Jer. 
li. 17. 

Foolish heart.] Rather, inconsiderate, not taking 
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notice of plain truths and duties. A greater sin 
than is commonly thought, since it was the source 
of the guilt and misery of heathenism. 

(Ver. 22.) Professing themselves to be wise^ they 
became fools. 

Professing themselves to be wise?[ This verse, and 
indeed the whole tenour of the passage, shews that 
St. Paul was writing with an especial eye to the 
so-called wise men among the Greeks. This shews 
us what to judge, and what to expect, of refinement, 
civilization, philosophy, without true religion. 

(Ver. 23.) And changed the glory of the uncor- 
ruptible God into an image made like to corruptible 
ma% and to birds^ and fourfooted beasts y and creeping 
things. 

Changed the glory . . . into the likeness^ &c?[ An 
expression borrowed from the Psalmist, cvi. 20, 
** They turned their glory into the similitude of 
a calf that eateth hay;" and Jer. ii. 11, " My people 
hath changed their glory for that which doth not 
profit" 

(Ver. 24.) Wherefore God also gave them up to 
uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to 
dishonour their own bodies between themselves. 

Gave them up.] So Acts vii. 42, "God turned, 
and gave them up to worship the host of heaven;" 
and Eph. iv. 19, "Who, being past feeling, have 
given themselves over unto lasciviousness." 

(Ver. 25.) JVho changed the truth of God into 
a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more 
than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Am^n. 

Into a lie.] i.e. into an Idol, which in Scripture 
is emphatically "a lying vanity." Compare Isa. 
xliv. 20, ** A deceived heart hath turned him aside. 
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that he cannot deliver his soul, nor say, Is there 
not a lie in my right hand ?" and Jer. xiii. 25, 
"Thou hast forgotten me, and trusted in false- 
hood." 

Worshipped and servedJ] These words involve in 
the Apostle's censure tho^e Gentiles who, pretend- 
ing to greater refinement, rejected the Idols in their 
hearts and opinions, but conformed to their worship 
and ceremonies. For " worshipped and served" re- 
late properly to outward ritual honour. Of course 
the censure touches also all who, anywhere, on " li- 
beral " or worldly principles, conform to superstition 
and falsehood, deriding it in their hearts. 

Who is blessed, &c.~\ He adds these words to 
express most fully his detestation of the impieties 
he had mentioned, and, as it were, to ask pardon 
for the very naming of such things. Natural Piety 
has ever taught devout men to do the like on the 
like occasions. 

(Ver. 26.) For this cause God gave them up unto 
vile affections : for even their wmnen did change the 
natural use into that which is against nature. 

This verse takes up and continues the statement 
which had been begun in ver. 24, and interrupted 
to insert (ver. 25) a remark on the way in which 
God's forsaking them did, as it were, answer to their 
forsaking Him. 

(Ver. 27.) And likewise also the men, leaving the 
natural use of tJie woman, burned in tJieir lust one 
toward anottur ; men with me7t working t/iat which 
is unseemly, and receiving in t/iemselves t/iat recom* 
pence of their error which was meet. 

That recompence of their error, &c^ As right- 
eousness is part of the reward of righteousness 

F 
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(see Ps. cxix. 55, 56, and xix. 11), so one sin is, 
in a certain sense, the " recompence*' or punish- 
ment of another. 

(Ver. 28.) A fid even as tliey did not like to re- 
tain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to 
a reprobate mind, to do those things which are fiat 
convenie7tt. 

Did not like.^ Did not think proper, did not 
judge it sound and right. 

To a reprobate mind7\ A mind, or temper, or way 
of thinking, altogether unsound and wrong, such as 
cannot stand the test, proof, or assay. So we read 
of ** reprobate" silver in Jer. vi. 30; and compare 
Titus i. 16, 2 Tim. iii. 8. 

Not convenie7tt7\ Not right or becoming : so 
Eph. V. 4 ; Philemon 8. The word was then used 
in a graver sense than it commonly is now. 

(Ver. 29 — 31.) Being filled with all unrighteous- 
ness, fornicatio7i, wickedness, covetousness, malicious- 
ness ; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity ; 
whisperers, 

Bcukbiters, /utters of God, despiteful, proud, boast- 
ers, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 

Witliout understanding, covenant-breakers, wit/iout 
natural affection, implcuable, unmerciful. 

The terms, in catalogues of this sort, need not 
always be nicely distinguished from each other : 
the purpose of them being frequently, only to take 
in every shade and variety of the general subject, 
by whatever name denoted. The whole, as a de- 
scription of unregenerate men, may be compared 
with that of apostate Christians in 2 Tim. iii. i — 5. 
There, as here, we have "proud, boasters, disobe- 
dient to parents, covenant-breakers, without natural 
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affections," and some other terms which, though not 
the same, are equivalent to those used in the text. 
In general, there appears to be this difference ; 
that the vices there mentioned as likely to prevail 
in the latter times are in general less outrageous, 
more consistent with external decency, than those 
here laid to the charge of the Pagan world before 
Christ's coming. 

Malignity.'] Properly, an ill-natured way of ex- 
pounding questionable conduct ; taking everything 
by the worst handle ; contrary to that charity which 
thinketh no evil, which hopeth all things, and be- 
lieveth all things. 

Whisperers, backbiters^ The first concealed, the 
second open, defamers. 

Without understandi7ig?\ Rather, iriconsiderate, 
refusing to take notice of God's ways, and the 
Church's instruction. How many are there, espe- 
cially among the young, who look on this as a trifle, 
and a matter of course at their age ! Yet here we 
see it is joined, by St. Paul, with the very worst 
tempers of lost and condemned man. 

(Ver. 32.) Who k7iowing the judgment of God, 
tliat t/iey which commit such things are worthy of 
death, not only do the sarne, but have pleasure in them 
thai do them, 

T/ie judgment of God7\ That is, the ordinance 
of God; the law written in their hearts, and pre- 
served among them, heathens as they were, by 
loose fragments of patriarchal tradition, and faint 
notices of Hebrew Revelation. 

This verse refers especially to the civilized na- 
tions of antiquity, and to the writings of their great 
moralists, as contrasted with their own conduct, and 
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that of those whom they allowed and praised. The 
emphasis in the latter part of it is much to be ob- 
served. If they had only committed the crimes 
themselves, it might have been by surprise or 
sudden impulse, their mind and principles not yet 
being corrupted. But their having pleasure in them 
that do them, their consenting to other men's shame- 
ful conduct, was too plain a proof of the evil having 
wrought itself into the. very grain. It is the same 
kind of temper which is touched in the Psalm, 
where in describing the ungodly it is said : " He 
speaketh good of the covetous, whom God abhor- 
reth." And Psalm 1. 18, "When thou sawest a 
thief, thou consentedst unto him, and hast been par- 
taker with the adulterers." Such is the disposition 
which makes men idolize heroes and conquerors, 
and admire men splendid in their crimes ; a dispo- 
sition, as appears by this verse, thoroughly hea- 
thenish and unchristian. 

% Observations on § III. 2. 
Haw God deals with Mm who divorce Morality from Religion, 

The main purpose of this fearful description, no doubt, 
is to prove the need of supernatural pardon and grace, by 
exhibiting, in true colours, the actual condition of the 
world left to itself : to lay the foundation of the Christian 
scheme in the real, habitual, universal corruption of man ; 
which corruption is, itself, afterwards accounted for (ch. v. 
12, &c.) by the original taint derived from Adam. 

One very terrible circumstance is, the manner in which 
God's dealings with the wicked answer to their dealings 
with Him. They^ knowing God, would not glorify, nor 
thank Him : He permitted them to err and be darkened 
in their very reasonings and ingenious disputations, — 
the things on whiph they prided themselves most. They 
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prided themselves in their self-sufficient wisdom: HE 
allowed them to "become fools." They changed His 
glory into vile images : He gave them up to change the 
course of nature by vile affections, and lusts that cannot 
be named. Tkey refused to retain Him in their know- 
ledge, in the serious attention of their hearts : He gave 
them over to a reprobate mind, interfered not to prevent 
their moral taste from becoming utterly perverted and 
corrupt. 

And yet there are persons who think, or pretend to 
think, first, that Morality is all in all ; and, secondly, 
that it may very well be without any particular religion, 
that is, in other words, without any fear of God. High 
civilization, polish of mind and manners, order, exactness, 
conveniency of social intercourse, the luxuries of refined 
life, corporeal and mental, — these are to many persons as 
objects, for the sake of which they are even content not 
to retain God in their knowledge. And this more and 
more, as generations go on, adding, by ever new dis- 
coveries in art and science, to the outward comforts of 
this present world. 

What are the consequences 1 We see them too plainly 
in the ordinary vices of great and highly-polished cities, 
even here where all men call themselves Christians; be- 
tween which and the Apostle's description, as the resem- 
blance is undeniable, so it cannot be thought on, in the 
fear of God, without exciting serious reflection what the 
end of such things must be, how near it may be, and what 
must be done by each of us, that we may be able to stand 
when it comes. 

§ HI. 3. 

The Misery and Danger of the Gentile World brought home 
to each Individual (ch. ii. ver. i — 10). 

( Ver. I .) Therefore tJioii art htexcusabley O man^ 
whosoever thou art tJuU judgest : for wherein thou 
judgest anot/tery thou condemnest thyself ; for tliou 
tliai judgest doest tJie same things. 
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Inexcusable.'] So above, ch. i. 20, " so that they 
are without excused _ Therey it is applied to the 
world collectively, convicted by the works of the 
Almighty which are exhibited to it in vain ; Here, 
to each particular person, who, on reading the cata- 
logue of sins in the preceding chapter, should ex- 
press or feel a natural abhorrence of them. 

The Apostle speaks to what may reasonably be 
supposed to pass in every reader's mind. As if he 
had said, " You are shocked, of course, at such 
a picture as I have now truly set before you. By 
that very feeling you condemn yourself. For if 
you consider the sins which I have enumerated, 
you will find them, or some of them, a faithful 
counterpart of your own doings, or at least of your 
own tendencies." The whole passage is an appeal 
to the Moral sense, the testimony of God in every 
man's heart to the present deformity and certain 
end of sin. 

Another^ Rather, **the other;" the other per- 
son, whoever he be, of whose transgressions at any 
time mention is made in your hearing. 

(Ver. 2.) But we are sure that tJie judgment of 
God is according to truth against them which commit 
such things. 

We know.] This word St. Paul uses when a thing 
is evident to people's common sense ; so ch. iii. 19, 
"We know that whatsoever things the law saith, 
It saith to them which are under the law ; " and 
I Cor. viii. 4, *' We know that an idol is nothing 
in the world." 

According to truthi] Compare ch. iii. 7, ** If the 
truth of God hath more abounded through my lie 
unto His glory;" and i Cor. xiii. 6, "Charity. .. 
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rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in ttie 
Truths 

(Ver. 3.) And thinkest tlwu thisy O maUy that 
judgest tJiem which do stich things^ and docst t/ie same, 
that tlwu sJialt escape tJie jtidgment of God? 

Thinkest thou f] q. d. Dost thou calculate or 
reckon? referring to the utter, inexpressible ab- 
surdity of the reasoning. 

(Ver. 4.) Or dcspisest thou the riches of His good- 
ness and forbeara7ue and lofigsuffering ; 7iot kf towing 
that tlie goodness of God leadcth tliee to repentaiue ? 

The riches^ Compare ch. ix. 23; Ephes. i. 7, 
18. 

GoodnesSy and patience ^ and long-snfferi7ig7\ These 
words form a kind of gradation, rising one above 
another: "goodness" is ** kind intention at first;" 
" patience, or forbearance," the same kindness con- 
tinued even towards sinners ; '* long-suffering," un- 
wearied perseverance in it. 

The goodness of God leadeth — " is leading," or, 
"would lead" — tliee to repenta^ice^ Perhaps this 
is the verse quoted by St. Peter, 2 Ep. c. iii. 9, 
15, "The Lord is long-suffering to usward, not 
willing that any should perish, but that all should 
come to repentance." ..." And (do ye) account that 
the long-suffering of our Lord is salvation : even as 
our beloved brother Paul also according to the wis- 
dom given unto him hath written unto you." 

(Ver. 5.) But after thy liardiuss and impenitent 
luart treasurest up unto thyself wrath agaiftst the 
day of wrath and revelation of t lie righteous judgment 
of God. 

Hard7iess7\ Stiffness, stubbornness, obstinacy of 
heart. It is the same word in the original which 
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is SO often applied to the Jews, when the Scripture 
terms them " stiff-necked." 

(Ver. 8.) But unto them thai are contentious, and 
do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, indig- 
nation and wrath. 

Contentious^ Literally, on the side or party of 
contentiousness. The whole verse strikingly repre- 
sents the enemies of God in this particular point 
of view, namely, as a factious and rebellious set. 
Comp. Phil. i. i6. 

Indignation and wrath^ It may be observed that 
St. Paul does not say " eternal death," as he had 
in the verse before, " eternal life," but uses the 
general phrase, to all such " there is indignation 
and wrath." The idea having been sufficiently con- 
veyed, he shrinks from the word, and thereby makes 
his denunciation, taken all together, more aweful. 

(Ver. 9.) Tribulation and anguish, upon every 
soul of man thai doeth evil, of the yew first, and 
also of the Gentile. 

Anguish^ The same as " straitness," which is 
used in the Old Testament to express particularly 
the last extremity of a siege : want, desolation, per- 
plexity, and dread combined. See especially Deut. 
xxviii. 53, &c. ; Isa. viii. 22. 

Of the Jew first, &c7\ Here St. Paul, having laid 
his foundation upon principles which must meet 
with universal assent, gives the first hint of the 
particular controversy which he meant to settle, 
by mentioning the distinction between the Jew 
and the Greek. 
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Observations on § III. 3. 

The Self-condemnation of Christians who believe in the Impar- 
tiality of God, 

The statement in the preceding chapter was addressed 
more particularly to the readers of history, and to those 
who have leisure, and think they have skill, to take *' gene- 
ral views " of things. It cannot, therefore, be fully appre- 
ciated without some knowledge of Pagan Antiquity. 

But the argument arising from it is such as may be 
thoroughly comprehended and assented to, even by those 
who have not the means of comparing it with the testi- 
mony of books. For thus it runs. As you read of these 
things (the horrid immoralities of the Gentiles), you feel 
a natural shrinking and horror ; you condemn them, as 
it were, by instinct, and at once. Apart from all con- 
sideration of their reality, your heart rises up in judgment 
against them. It needs no learning to help you to that 
feeling. 

Now, then, consider that by such feeling you bear wit- 
ness against yourself, that it is not through ignorance you 
transgress when you do the same things. And who has 
not often done them ? Who can say, I have made my 
heart clear from impurity, covetousness, envy, deceit ; my 
tongue from evil speaking and boasting ; my conduct from 
faithlessness, inconsideration, ill-nature, disobedience to 
parents, and the like } 

Therefore, whatever fair pretences you make, you must 
be condemned by your own behaviour, compared with 
what conscience whispers and revelation confirms of "the 
righteous judgment of God." Privileges, if abused, only 
serve to make the condemnation more signal and certain. 
And therefore it is emphatically remarked that the Jews, 
God's own people, must expect in some especial sense to 
be first in tribulation and anguish if they go wrong, as 
they may hope to be first in glory, honour, and peace, 
if found faithful. Jew and Greek will be impartially tried 
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by the same great and eternal principles ; only the Jew 
comes first, as the appointed specimen and sample of 
God's moral government. He has come first, in his tem- 
poral sufferings, as one of a nation on which God's mark 
IS set, according to that of the Prophet Amos : " You only 
have I known of all the families of the earth, therefore 
I will punish you for all your iniquities." 

Recollect how these words have been accomplished, 
what the Jews as a nation have endured, and judge 
thereby what Christian souls must expect, if they abuse 
their greater privileges, and force God finally to cast 
them away. 

§ III. 4. 

Impartiality of Divine Retribution toivardsjew and 
Gentile alike (ch. ii. ver. 10 — 16.) 

(Ver. II.) For tJiere is no respect of persons with 
God, 

Respect of persons^ Having been brought, as 
it were incidentally, to the great topic of the pre- 
sent Epistle, the Impartiality, namely, of the Gos- 
pel of Christ, as well in respect of Gentiles as 
Jews, St. Paul begins his discourse on it by re- 
peating the maxim of St. Peter, ** God is no re- 
specter of persons," — a maxim uttered on a remark- 
able occasion, namely, w^hen the first Gentile was 
converted, and which would seem to have passed 
afterwards into a sort of proverb among Christians. 
See Gal. ii. 6 ; Eph. vi. 9 ; Col. iii. 25 ; i S. Peter 
i. 17. 

(Ver. 12.) For as many as have sinned wit/tout 
law sJiall also perish without lazo : and as many as 
liave sinned in the lazu shall be judged by the law. 

Without law,'] That is, without any distinct re- 
velation of God's will ; — persons who are left to 
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the misgivings of nature, and the relics of origrinal 
tradition. See the same phrase, i Cor. ix. 21. The 
sum of the verse is, that whether they enjoyed, or 
considered themselves as enjoying, any special re- 
vealed light or not, there will be wilful transgres- 
sion enough to condemn and ruin them. 

(Ver. 13.) For not the hearers of tlie law are 
just before God, but the doers of the law shall be 
justified. 

yustifiedr\ Or ** acquitted,'* or " accounted right- 
eous." So Isaiah v. 23, '' \ACv:^ justify the wicked 
for reward." This verse is a confirmation, out of 
the mouth of God, of the dictate of common sense, 
that ** he that doeth righteousness is righteous." It 
is opposed to the Rabbinical notion that all Jews, 
as such, were sure of final acceptance. See St. Matt, 
iii. 9. 

(Vers. 14, 15.) For when t/ie Gentiles y which have 
not the law, do by fiature the things contained in the 
law, these, /taving not tlie law, are a law unto tJiem- 
selves : 

Which sJiew tJie work of tJte law written in their 
Jiearts, tJieir conscience also bearing witness, and their 
thougJUs the mean while accusing or else excusing one 
anotlter. 

These verses come in by way of explanation, 
the connection with ver. 12, 13, standing as fol- 
lows : "I say, * those without law will be judged 
as well as the Jews.' For in fact they have, though 
not a distinct revelation, yet a law written in their 
hearts, their consciences also bearing witness, and 
their thoughts the mean while accusing or else ex- 
cusing one another." 

When?\^ That is, as often as ; for example, in 
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their obedience to parents, their gratitude to bene- 
factors, &c. The whole seems to run thus : ** In 
those instances in which Gentiles, not having any 
definite law from above, do by nature those things 
which the Law of Moses enjoins," &c. 

By natureJ] See i Cor. xi. 14, for an appeal to 
the dictates of nature, even on the part of the in- 
spired Apostle himself. 

The work of the Law."] That is, what the Law 
would have them do. " In every such case as has 
now been mentioned, they shew that they are aware 
of their duty, though it be not written, as to the 
Jews it was, on tables of stone" (see 2 Cor. iii. 3), 
" but only in their hearts and minds." The whole 
verse presents a kind of picture of a court of jus- 
tice, (if one may so say,) set up by God's ordi- 
nance in every man's heart ; the Moral Sense being 
the Rule or Law, Conscience the witness, and the 
thoughts and discourses of the man accusers or 
defenders, as the case may be. 

(Ver. 16.) In the day when God shall judge the se- 
crets of men by yestis Christ according to my Gospel. 

This verse connects with the termination of ver. 
1 3 ; the two intervening verses forming a kind of 
parenthetical note. 

According to my Gospel?^ The same phrase is used, 
2 Tim. ii. 8, in speaking of the Resurrection of our 
Lord. Its being applied here to the judgment to 
come, shews the error of those who would exclude 
the "terrors of the Lord" from their notion of 
" the Gospel." 
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Observations on § III. 4. 
Concerning the Goodness of Unhelitvers, 

There are two opposite extremes into which men are 
apt to fall, according to their tempers and course of life. 

The most usual is, overvaluing mere natural religion in 
respect of its worth and efficacy ; as though there were 
any such thing apart from Revelation, which can either 
make men truely good, or put away the terrors of God's 
wrath. All such pretences St. Paul at once annuls, by 
shewing how the very virtues of heathen men and un- 
believers would reasonably lead us to judge of their 
whole condition. 

There are some cases in which it may be said, they 
do the things contained in the Law. There are among 
them noble examples of fortitude, patience, self-denial, 
loyalty, filial love, and other real virtues ; nay, even (as 
in the case of Socrates) something nearly approaching to 
martyrdom for the truth of God. What then } are they 
thereby justified } No, in no wise ; except their whole 
conduct, both towards God and man, had been consistent 
with these bright spots. 

But, as plain facts shew concerning the best of them, 
what they did rightly might serve — not indeed of itself 
to condemn them, God forbid ! — but to shew that their 
wrong-doings were their own fault, — that they knew, or 
might have known, better. 

Now it is evident that this argument turns upon the 
supposition that they might do, and in some cases did, 
"by nature the things contained" in the Law. By ad- 
vancing it, therefore, St. Paul would seem to discount- 
enance also the opposite error of charging them with 
total unmitigated depravity. Heathens are not left, in- 
discriminately, without any spark of goodness. Compare 
ch. vii. 15, "The good that I would, I do not; and the 
evil that I would not, that I do." Which passage, taken 
together with the text, would seem to furnish materials 
forjudging, sadly and seriously, but without exaggeration, 
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of the wretchedness of the very best that man can arrive 
at without the Gospel. 

The opposite ways of thinking, thus obviated, are far 
from being mere speculative errors. Those, on the one 
hand, who think too much of mere heathen virtue, have 
great reason to suspect themselves, lest in their own 
temper and conduct tliey^ too, be endeavouring to do 
without the Gospel. There is a spurious charity abroad 
in the world, which would give such persons but too 
much encouragement. For why ? " It is enough,** people 
think, "to be good;'' if you are so, it does not much 
signify, " be it on natural, that is on heathen, or on evan- 
gelical, that is on Christian principles.'* But they should 
consider (to go no further at present) what sort o{ good- 
ness that can be, which allows habitual, gross ingratitude. 
For, undoubtedly, it is gross ingratitude, if Christ's re- 
deemed do less than surrender themselves, wholly and 
unreservedly, to their Redeemer. 

On the other hand, the opposite temper, I mean the 
disposition to slight and vilify whatever the Gentiles did 
right "by nature,** has these evil tendencies: It gives 
advantage to the sneering Infidel, in his constant efforts 
to persuade men that Faith has little to do with Morality : 
It perplexes and disheartens those whom our Lord would 
have cheered, as good beginners, " not far from the King- 
dom of God :** And, worst of all, and in our time espe- 
cially most perilous, it discourages in all men attention 
to the particulars of conduct, and encourages a kind of 
national shadow of religion. 

Better, surely, on every account, to keep that middle 
way, which the Apostle not obscurely points out : — To 
acknowledge the virtues of heathen men and unbelievers, 
so far as may make us ashamed of our own sins ; and to 
understand, by their gross blemishes and corruption, what 
must be the end of learning, civilization, liberality, if men 
think to do without Faith in Christ, and constant Com- 
munion with Him in His own appointed way. 
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§ in. 5. 

Futility ofjcivish Privileges ^ supposing their Practice not 
answerable (Ch. ii. ver. 17 — 29). 

Having established the great principle of impar- 
tial retribution on all alike, the Apostle proceeds 
now to consider how the Jews stand in regard 
of it. First he allows their privileges (ver. 17 — 
20) ; then compares their privileges with their per- 
formances, (ver. 21 — 24); then answers a tacit plea 
of theirs, which they grounded on the promises 
made to Circumcision (ver. 25 — 29). 

(Ver. 17.) Behold, tJiou art called a yew, aftd 
rcstcst in the laiu, a7id inakcst thy boast of God. 

Restest in the laiv^ ''Leanest^ or reposest on it; 
puttest all thy trust in it, and art at ease.'' 

Makcst thy boast,'] The proper meaning of the 
word is, "to congratulate one's self upon" any 
thing. It bears a good or a bad sense, according 
as the object of self-gratulation is to be really 
trusted or no ; bad, for example, in Psalm xcvii. 7, 
where mention is made of " delighting one's self in 
vain gods;" good, in Rom. v. 2, ** We rejoice," or 
" make our boast," " in hope of the glory of God." 

(Ver. 18.) Afid knowest His will, and approvest 
the thi^tgs that are more excellent, being instructed out 
of t fie law. 

ApprovestJ] That is, knowingly, after examina- 
tion had. See ch. xiv. 22 ; i Cor. xvi. 3; and the 
whole phrase, Philip, i. 10. The expression is ad- 
dressed to that ordinary feeling of educated per- 
sons, that ** t/iey know better than to be led impli- 
citly by any one;" '' t/iey are able to compare and 
judge for themselves." 
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Instructed.^ Literally, " catechized," " trained up 
as a scholar;" as Theophilus was in Christianity 
(St Luke i. 3), and Apollos in the doctrine of St. 
John the Baptist (Acts xviii. 25). 

(Ver. 19.) And art confident that thou thyself 
art a guide of the blinds a light of them which are 
in darkness. 

A guide of the blind.'] Compare St Matt. xv. 
13, xxiii. 16. It should seem that this and the 
other titles enumerated here were studiously as- 
sumed by the Judaical teachers. For example, 
Moreh Nevochim, " Instructor of the simple," is 
the title of the most celebrated work of the most 
celebrated of the Rabbins, Maimonides. 

(Ver. 20.) An instructor of the foolish^ a teacher 
of babes, which hast the form of knowledge and of the 
truth in the law. 

Form of knowledge^ So 2 Tim. lii. 5, ** Having 
^form of godliness, but denying the power thereof." 
Compare with this whole description the conduct of 
the Pharisees in the seventh, eighth, and ninth chap- 
ters of St. John's Gospel. 

(Vers. 21 — 23.) Thou therefore which teachest an- 
other y teachest thou not thyself? thou that preaches t 
a man should not steal, dost t/iou steal f 

Thou that sayest a man should not commit adultery, 
dost thou commit adultery ? tJiou that abhorrest idols, 
dost thou commit sacrilege ? 

Thou that makest thy boast of the law, through 
breaking the law dishofiourest tJiou God f 

Compare Ps. 1. 16 — 21 ; St Matt, xxiii. 

Ab/iorrest idols.] The original word is one which, 
of all others in the Greek language, expresses the 
utmost detestation and loathing. 
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It is observable that, in this clause, the Apostle 
gives up the exact correspondence of the members 
of the sentence with each other ; he does not say, 
as in former instances, ** Thou that abhorrest idols, 
dost thou commit idolatry ? " but changes the word 
to "sacrilege;" probably because idolatry, properly 
so called, had ceased among them ever since the 
captivity ; on which they greatly prided themselves ; 
not however, as St. Paul intimates, with any very 
good reason, unless they could be sure that as great 
a sin, namely sacrilege, had not taken the place of 
idolatry among them. For the tendency to sacri- 
lege among the reformed Jews, see Malachi i. 6 — 
14, iii. 7 — 18; St. Matt. xxi. 12, 13; St. John ii. 
14 — 17. There seems to be a hint in this clause 
well worthy the attention of those Churches, States, 
and individuals, which think themselves farthest 
from superstition, and pride themselves most on the 
purity of their worship ; namely, that covetousness, 
and much more sacrilege is in God's sight as bad 
as idolatry. 

(Ver. 24.) For the Name of God is blasphemed 
among t/ie Gentiles through you, as it is written. 

For the Name, &c^ Observe here once for all, 
that in St. Paul, as in all argumentative writers, 
such words as ''For,' '' Therefore,' ^'Because,'' Sic,^ 
are often used where the object is to make out, 
not the thing itself which is being stated, but tlie 
reason why it is stated, or why such and stich a form 
is used in stating it. Thus here ; it is as if he had 
said, '^ I say, * Dishonourest thou God?' because 
God is really, in a Scripture sense, 'dishonoured;' 
that is. His Name is reproached, &c., through your 
ill-conduct" 

G 
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As it is written.'] Not in so many words, but in 
the substance of two famous prophecies : first, Isa. 
Hi. 5, " My people is taken away for nought ; they 
that rule over them make them to howl, saith the 

• 

Lord, and My Name continually every day is blas- 
phemed." This, however, refers rather to the re- 
proach incurred by their state of captivity; to the 
punishment of their sin, than the sin itself. The 
other passage is more directly to the purpose, 
Ezek. xxxvi. 20 — 24, **When they entered unto 
the heathen, whither they went, they profaned My 
holy Name, when they said to them, These are 
the people of the Lord, and are gone forth out of 
His land. But I had pity for Mine holy Name, 
which the house of Israel had profaned among 
the heathen, whither they went. Therefore say 
unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord 
God : I do not this for your sakes, O house of 
Israel, but for Mine holy Name's sake, which ye 
have profaned among the heathen, whither ye went. 
And I will sanctify My great Name, which was 
profaned among the heathen, which ye have pro- 
faned in the midst of them ; and the heathen shall 
know that I am the Lord, saith the Lord God, when 
I shall be sanctified in you before their eyes." 

Now compare with this prophecy the following 
statement by Josephus of the general conduct and 
character of his countrymen and contemporaries : 
" Those whom the Babylonian warred against, who 
took our city, and burned it, with the Temple, had 
not, I conceive, committed any impiety worthy 
to be compared with your crimes. I for one am 
persuaded that God has withdrawn Himself from 
the holy places, and taken part with those against 
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whom now ye are combating. A good man, though 
he be but a man, will fly from an impure house, 
and loathe its inmates; and think you that the 
great God still abides with you in your crimes, He 
by Whom all hidden things are seen, and all that is 
buried in silence heard ? Although, in fact, among 
you nothing is kept silent or hidden ; all is made 
known to the very enemies. For you make an 
open show of your iniquities, and daily contend 
which of you shall be most abandoned, displaying 
your profligacy as if it were an excellence.'* And 
in another place he says, " To enumerate the de- 
tails of their iniquity is impossible. I may say 
in one word, Never did any city suffer so much, 
nor ever was there, since the world began, a gene- 
ration more fruitful of crime." And elsewhere, 
** I cannot refrain from expressing what deep feel- 
ing dictates to me. I verily believe, had the 
Romans been slack in coming upon these devoted 
ones, that the city would have been swallowed up 
by the earth opening her mouth, or overwhelmed 
with a flood, or would have had her portion of 
such thunders as fell on Sodom. For they who 
suffered such things fell far short in impiety of 
the generation which Jerusalem had now bred." 

(Ver. 25.) For circumcismi verily profiteth^ if 
tJiou keep the law : but if thou be a breaker of t/ie 
law, thy circumcision is made uncircumcision. 

Circumcision verily profitethy &c^ In other words, 
the being, or not being, a partaker of God's cove- 
nant by Moses, of which circumcision was the out- 
ward sign. 

(Ver. 26.) Therefore if the uncircumcision keep 
the righteousness of the law, shall not his uncircum- 
cision be counted for circumcision ? 

G 2 
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Ttie uncircumcision.'] That is, the uncircumcised 
person. The name was applied to Gentiles in dis- 
dain, as appears by Eph. ii. ii, "Ye being in time 
past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called Uncir^ 
cumcision by that which is called Circumcision in 
the flesh made by hands." 

(Ver. 27.) And shall not uncircumcision which 
is by nature, if it fulfil the law , judge tlieCy wlw by the 
letter and circutncision dost transgress tlie law ? 

Judge. "] That is, condemn. The same word, 
among many other places, as in ch. xiv. 20, ** Happy 
is he ^dX judgeth not himself in that thing which 
he alloweth." Parallel places (in sentiment) are 
St. Matt. xii. 41, 42; the case of the centurion, 
St. Matt. viii. 10; and that of the Samaritan leper, 
St. Luke xvii. 18. The Apostle's argument does 
not suppose that any Gentile had, properly speak- 
ing, fulfilled the Law; but that in tliose instances 
in which they obeyed it, they were a silent con- 
demnation to the Jews disobeying it 

By the letter and circumcision dost transgress t/ie 
law.'] " By way of literal obedience to the law of 
circumcision," i.e. by a way consistent with such 
obedience. 

(Ver. 28, 29.) For he i^ not a Jew, which is 
one outwardly ; neither is t/iat circumcision, which 
is outward in tJie flesh : 

But lie is a yew, which is one inwardly ; and cir- 
cumcision is tJiat of the heart, in the spirit, and not in 
tlie letter ; whose praise is not of men, but of God, 

Outwardly . . . inwardly.] Or, as in the Sermon 
on the Mount, "openly ... in secret," St. Matt. vi. 
4, 6, 18. 

Spirit . . . letter.] The substance, meaning, and 
drift of the commandment, opposed to the mere 
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outward thing expressed by it. Compare Rom. 
vii. 6 ; 2 Cor. iii. 6. This shews the meaning of 
"letter" in ver. 27. 



Observations on § III. 5. 

The Case of the Jews brought honu to Degenerate Christians. 

To tJte Jew firsts and also to the Gentile, So the Apostle 
had told us before it would be found, in the matter both 
of punishment and reward. The Jew would come first, 
as a kind of signal pattern or sample of what all might 
expect from God's sovereign justice and mercy. 

The present section enforces and indicates th^ fearful 
half of this dispensation, the decree of Almighty God to 
make the incorrigible Jews a pattern and sample of His 
justice. Even to our human eyes, says the Apostle, such 
a proceeding would seem reasonable. For what can be 
more reasonable, than for the highest privileges, being 
abused, to bring on the severest punishment } 

Granting, then, the very utmost which the Jews thought, 
and justly thought, of their privileges, what is it but ag- 
gravating their guilt and their misery, their conduct being 
such as it was } Their two chief privileges were, (i) their 
knowledge of the One God and His will ; (2) their especial 
Covenant with Him, of which Circumcision was the sym- 
bol. What if their conduct were notoriously a virtual con- 
tradiction of their knowledge, and renunciation of their 
Covenant 1 Must they not expect to be " first," that is, 
most exemplary and conspicuous, in " wrath and anguish," 
as they had been in talents and privileges } 

The application to corrupt and degenerate Christians 
is too clear to need explanation. Would that it were as 
easy to impress it on men's consciences, as to lay it before 
their understandings ! 

** Thou art called a Christian, and restest in Faith, and 
makest thy boast in the Redeemer. Thou knowest His 
good, and acceptable, and perfect will ; thou art able to 
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distinguish not only good from evil, but of several goods 
which is the best, being instructed out of the Gospel. 
Thou thinkest with reason that God, in calling thee to 
be a Christian, has called thee to a state of much light 
and liberty, has taught thee truths, in comparison of which 
all other knowledge is no better than blindness, darkness, 
folly, and childishness. Thou, therefore, which art so 
ready to correct another, dost not thou correct thyself.^ 
Thou that sayest. Love thy neighbours, art thou selfish ? 
Thou that professest purity, dost thou indulge wanton- 
ness ? Thou that abhorrest superstition, dost thou prac- 
tise irreverence ? Thou that makest thy boast in Faith, 
do thy actions, disowning Faith, dishonour thy Saviour. 
For, on account of such as you it is, that the Name of 
Christ is cheaply thought of among the nations which 
remain unconverted ; as the prophets of old foretold would 
be the case. 

" Then, again, as to privileges : thy sanctification by 
God's Sacraments is a real blessing to thee, if thou keep 
the law evangelical ; otherwise thy sanctification becomes, 
as it were, unsanctified, and the very heretics, heathens, 
and infidels, in what they do right, effectually condemn 
thee. For (as to our acceptance before God) he is not 
a Christian which is one outwardly, neither is that sancti- 
fication which is outward, and of which the world can 
judge. But he is (in God's sight) a Christian, who is one 
inwardly, and sanctification is of the heart and mind and 
purpose, in meaning, not in form only ; a kind of charac- 
ter, whereof the discernment, the praise, and the reward 
belongs to God only, and not to man." 

§ III. 6. 

Digression to obviate an Objection which might arise on the State- 
mmtjust made with regard to Jewish Privileges (Ch. iii. i — 8). 

(Ver. I.) WJiat advantage then Imth tJie Jew ? or 
what profit is there of circumcision ? 

The course of the argument, in the last section, 
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might be taken advantage of by those who were 
inclined to disparage the Jewish Dispensation, or 
to undervalue Church privileges generally. In order 
to leave them without pretence, St. Paul suggests 
principles on which they and all such objectors may 
be answered. This verse contains the objection ; 
the next, the substance of the answer. 

(Ver. 2.) Much every way: chiefly, because tliat 
unto them were committed the oracles of God. 

Much every way.] That is, the condition of a Jew 
has much advantage over that of a Gentile. The 
word 7?i7/ch in the original refers to " advantage," 
and has no particular respect to the ceremony of 



" circumcision.*' 



Chiefly^ Rather, " in the first place ;" as though 
the writer were commencing an enumeration, which 
the course of the objector caused him to break off 
suddenly, not, however, until he had said enough 
for his present purpose. It was (to say no more) 
advantage enough to the Jew, and profit enough in 
Circumcision, that to them were entrusted the Ora- 
cles of God. Compare ch. ix. 4, 5. 

The Oracles of God.'] The supernatural means 
of knowing God's will, written or unwritten. See 
Acts vii. 38 ; Heb. v. 12 ; i St. Peter iv. 11. The 
unwritten Oracles of God among the Jews were 
words of Angels or inspired Prophets, sent to them 
from time to time ; signs from heaven, by fire coming 
down on the altar, or the like ; and the revelations 
made occasionally to the High Priest, through what 
outward means not distinctly known. 

(Vers. 3 — 8.) For what if some did not believe? 
sJiall tJieir unbelief make the faith of God without 
effect? 
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God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man 
a liar ; as it is written, T/uU T/tou mightest be jus-- 
tified in Thy sayings, and mightest overcome when 
Thou art judged. 

But if our unrig/iteousness commend t/ie righteous- 
ness of God, what shall we say f Is God unrig/iteous 
who taketh vengeance ? (/ speak as a man) 

God forbid : for then how s/iall God judge the 
world ? 

For if t/ie truth of God hath more abounded through 
my lie uftto His glory ; why yet am I also judged as 
a sinner ? 

A fid not rcUlier, (as we be sla^idero usly reported, 
aftd as some affirm t/iat we say,) Let us do evil, that 
good may come ? w/tose damnation is just. 

The argument here seems to pro ceed as follows. 
To the statement, in ver. 2, of the great privilege 
of the Jews in having God's revealed word, it might 
be objected, that they proved unworthy of that pri- 
vilege by their sin and unbelief (ver. 3). In short, 
that practically the Mosaical Dispensation seemed 
a failure. It is answered (ver. 3, 4), that God's 
truth and mercy are just the same, and will end to 
His glory, let men behave as they will. 

It is objected again (ver. 5), ** Then it seems hard 
to punish men for what turns out so much to God's 
glory at last." Answer (ver. 6) : ** This would prove 
too much. For by the same ru le all distinction of 
right and wrong will be taken away. As thus : If 
God cannot justly inflict judgment on the Jews be- 
cause their unbelief, by His wisdom and goodness, 
is made to serve the ends of His glory ; by the 
same rule, He cannot judge the world at all. For, 
when He comes to do so, I or any man might plead 
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as in ver. 7. And then (ver. 8) it would be, in- 
deed, as we (the Apostles) are falsely charged with 
teaching : — All evil might be excused on the plea 
of leading eventually to good. A doctrine which 
whosoever holds, his damnation is just." The ob- 
jection, therefore, against the Christian system, from 
its pre-supposing a sort of practical failure* in the 
Jewish, falls to the ground ; being found to rest 
on a proposition which would strike equally at the 
root of all religion, natural as well as revealed, that 
is to say, at God's moral government. And thus, 
the Jewish privileges having been vindicated, the 
argument against sinful man may proceed without 
prejudice to God's glory. 

(Ver. 3.) For what if so7ne did not believe ? shall 
tJieir unbelief make t lie faith of God witJwtit effect ? 

Did not believe.'] Were not faithful, had the 
temper of rebels. *' Some," in this place, does not 
mean ** a few out of many," but " any, be they who 
they might." The whole nation, if it should so 
happen. 

U^tbelief] Not simply " not believing," but ** hav- 
ing a rebellious, irreligious mind, contrary to the 
obedience of faith; not submitting one's self to 
God." So 2 Tim. ii. 13, " If we believe not, yet He 
abideth faithful ;" and compare St. Mark xvi. 16. 

(Ver. 4.) God forbid : yea^ let God be trtie, btU 
every man a liar ; as it is written^ Thai Thou might- 
est be justified in Thy sayings, and mightest overcome 
wJten TItou art judged. 

Let God be true, but every mxin a liar.] ** Let 
us regulate our thoughts and conduct on the sup- 
position that God is true, though it involve the 
other supposition, that every man is a liar." See 
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a like form of expression, ch. vi. 1 7, ** God be 
thanked that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have 
obeyed," &c. ; meaning, ** that although ye were the 
servants of sin, yet now ye have obeyed," &c. 

As it is written?^ In Psalm li. 4. As if he had 
said, ** The spirit in which we ought to regard this 
melancholy subject is that expressed by the Psalmist, 
when he so unreservedly lays the whole blame of 
his sins upon himself, none of it at all on his Maker." 
And see St. James i. 13. 

In Thy saying^ " In Thy pleadings," an expres- 
sion borrowed from law proceedings ; as also is the 
following, " when Thou art judged," which is the 
same in the Greek, as in i Cor. vi. i, "go to law." 

(Ver. 5.) Bid if our unrighteousftess cofnmend 
the righteousness of God, wJiat sJiall we say ? Is 
God unrighteous wJio taketh vengeance? (/ speak 
as a man). 

Commend.^ Or, as in modern English, ** recom- 
mend," i.e. **set forth to advantage," ** bring into 
notice and honour." See the same word, ch. v. 8 ; 
2 Cor. iii. i ; vi. 4. 

I speak as a man.'] So i Cor. ix. 8 ; Gal. iii. 15. 
It is a sort of apology for introducing topics or ex- 
pressions which might sound at first unworthy of 
the subject ; as here, for uttering but in a question 
the thought of God being unrighteous or unjust. 

(Ver. 7.) For if the truth of God hath more 
abounded through my lie unto His glory ; why yet 
am I also jtidged as a sinjter ? 

This verse seems to be unfolding the argument 
alleged in the verse before. A Jew is supposed, 
pleading against St. Paul's assertion, ** that the Law 
would in general fail to reform men, yet God would 
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somehow turn that failure to His glory. Nay, re- 
plies the Jew, then it were unjust for God to take 
vengeance on our nation, they doing what redounds 
to His glory." " That argument," rejoins the Apo- 
stle, "can never stand, for it makes it unjust for 
God to judge the world at all. For since, no 
doubt, all the sin and misery in the universe is 
somehow overruled to God's glory, any other sin- 
ner might say, * Why am I also judged more than 
these Jews ?' Which being manifestly absurd (for 
it destroys the difference between right and wrong, 
and is contrary to all moral feeling, as well as all 
revealed religion), the allegation of the supposed 
objector is proved absurd also. 

(Ver. 8.) And not rather^ {as we be slanderously 
reported, and as some affirm thai we say,) Let us do 
evil, thai good may come ? whose damftatton is Just. 

And not rather,'] The sense of the whole verse 
is, ** On the supposition in ver. 8, why should we 
not even do evil, that good may come ?" Of which 
sort of persons the damnation is most righteous, 
although some calumniously ascribe that very prin- 
ciple to us Christians. 

Observations on § III. 6. 
On the ''Failures'' of the Gospel. 

What St. Paul owns here concerning the Law, we must 
with shame and sorrow confess, has in a great measure 
proved true, thus far, concerning the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. There are fearful appearances in the world of its 
failure, I mean, its wanting the success one would have 
expected from it, considered as a mean of actually re- 
forming mankind. We are not, of course, judges to what 
extent it has failed : but to say that it has failed more or 
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less, is merely affirming the unquestionable truth, that the 
Christian world is far from what it ought to be. 

Now if any person be perplexed at this, and begin to 
wonder how the plans of Eternal Wisdom should be seem- 
ingly so far made void, he may be answered as the Apo- 
stle here answers the like difficulty concerning the Jewish 
dispensation. Man's unbelief, or rebellion, cannot make 
void the Faith or Veracity of God. As He found a way 
of accomplishing His promise to Abraham, so He will 
find a way of performing His Covenant through Christ, 
however scornful and unbelieving the world may prove. 
Any appearances to the contrary ought no more to stag- 
ger our faith, than the like appearances in the natural 
world ought to make us Atheists. We doubt not, for ex- 
ample, that the Creator of our bodies had an eye to their 
health and well-being, though the gracious purpose be 
so often frustrated by our own intemperance or other 
causes. Apply the same rule of common sense to mat- 
ters of Religion, and you will perceive that no amount 
of seeming failure in the conversion and amendment of 
souls ought in the least to shake your faith either in 
the Old or in the New Testament. 

A much more ordinary result, however, of the unsatis- 
factory behaviour of Christians in general, is not so much 
to perplex one another's faith, as to lower their stand- 
ard of practice. When all seem to move quietly on, in 
a sphere so very much below what the Gospel precepts 
require them to be moving in, a vague but not the less 
mischievous impression takes place, as though God would 
not take vengeance, as though He were not so strictly 
a Moral Governor as the Bible assuredly represents Him. 
Men silently persuade themselves that allowances and 
abatements will be made ; and thereupon take liberties 
more and more ; taking it for granted, that some ex- 
amples, indeed, must be made, but that the Almighty 
will never endure to destroy finally the whole or the 
greater part of His reasonable creation. And so, if they 
are no worse than the generality, they somehow or other 
dream themselves safe. 
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These whisperings of unbelief should be silenced by 
reference to God*s plain declarations, which no sophistry- 
can argue out of the Bible, that He will judge the world 
by the rules there laid down. And it should be seriously 
considered, that to expect impunity after such clear and 
full warning, is no better than downright Atheism. It is 
denying God's moral government, which is, practically, 
having no God, whatever such persons may say or specu- 
late about the order, beauty, and stability of creation. 

There is another consideration, which may help such 
persons to receive, in their full force, those terrible pas- 
sages of Scripture which they are most anxious to explain 
away. It is this : that they are not to fancy God's saving 
word "returning to Him void," though it fail, through 
man's depravity, to accomplish its saving purpose. We 
know not what other ends the Gospel Dispensation may 
be intended to answer, though men should refuse to be 
the happier for it. One purpose our Saviour has hinted, 
in saying that it should be preached " for a witness " unto 
all nations. ** Whether you will hear, or whether you will 
forbear," that purpose is equally accomplished. Away, 
then, with the vain thought of unrevealed abatements to 
be made in God's laws, on the ground that otherwise 
His scheme of Mercy will fail ! 

This most dangerous and immoral way of thinking, is 
not the less immoral or dangerous for taking, as it too 
often does, the pretended form of high Gospel doctrine. 
As thus : " Our Lord having died for us sinners. His grace # 
in saving any one of us is the more magnified, the deeper 
the stain of our sins. Therefore, I have the less need to 
be very careful of my conduct." In this form, the error 
takes the name of Antinomianism ; and it is surely no 
uncommon error in substance, though, of course, none 
or very few ever stated it, as above distinctly, to their 
own minds. Indeed, it is sure by unperceived degrees 
to spread itself over a man's mind, if he unfortunately 
use himself to speak much or speculate much on the 
mystery of Atonement, without corresponding Practice in 
heart and life. Presently, if he watch, he will find himself 
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making abatements, considering what wrong indulgence 
he may take, and yet obtain pardon at last ; that is, doing 
evil that God may be glorified in forgiving him. 

You see how peremptorily St. Paul denounces such 
wilful self-deceit : " Their damnation " — who practise it — 
" is just." Enough, surely, to put every man, who believes 
at all, on his guard against it And the only effectual 
guard is, constantly and humbly endeavouring to keep 
tlie Comtnandmeftts. 



h III. 7. 

Summary and Confirmation of the Doctrine of Human Depravity 
out of the Scriptures (Ch. iii. ver. 9—20). 

(Ver. 9.) What then ? are we better t/tan they f 
No, in no wise : for we have before proved both yews 
and Gentiles, that tJiey are all under sin. 

What thenf] Here the argument is taken up 
from the second verse. " The Jews had much ad- 
vantage everyway;" — then comes in an objection, 
ver. 3, which is discussed and answered to the end 
of ver. 8, all which being considered as in a paren- 
thesis, the Apostle here returns to the main argu- 
ment. " The Jews had much advantage. What 
then ? are we [Jews] better [than they. Gentiles] 
in the matter of Justification } Have we more 
right to claim God's pardon than they? No, in 
nowise." 

We have before declared.^ Of Gentiles, in ch. i. 
18—32; of Jews, ch. ii. 17 — 29. 

(Ver. 10.) As it is written, T/tere is none riglit- 
eous, no, not one. 

As it is written^ In several places of Scrip- 
ture, relating to the conduct of several generations 
of men; which is stronger to prove universal cor- 
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ruption, than if the whole were taken from one pas- 
sage only. According to the Prayer-book version, 
which, in that instance, is taken from the Greek, 
the following verses do occur all together, Ps. xiv. 
2 — 7. But the Bible version of that Psalm, which 
is more exact from the original Hebrew, corre- 
sponds with the text of this chapter only to the 
end of ver. 12. Compare Psalm liii., whether in 
the Prayer-book or Bible. 

(Ver. II.) There is none that under standeth^ there 
is none that seeketh after God. 

Understandeth.'] Or ** taketh notice." The thing 
complained of is man's profane inattention, as in 
St. Matt. xiii. 19, "When any man heareth the word 
of the kingdom, and understandeth it not :" — *'pays 
no attention to it" 

(Ver. 12.) T/iey are all gone out of t/te way^ they 
are togetlier become unprofitable; there is none thai 
doeth goody no, not one. 

They are all gone out of the way^ So Isaiah 
liii. 6, " All we like sheep have gone astray, we have 
turned every one to his own way." 

Unprofitable?^ The word in the original is much 
stronger ; it means, ** become rotten, or loathsome." 
Compare Job xv. 16, " How much more abomin- 
able and filthy is man, which drinketh iniquity like 
water." 

(Ver. 13.) Their throai is an open sepulchre; 
with their tongues tJiey have used deceit ; the poison 
of asps is uftder their lips. 

The two first clauses of this verse are taken from 
Psalm V. 9, the last from Psalm cxl. 3. 

An open sepulchre.'] Deadly, and full of corrup- 
tion, and so like a sepulchre : ever ready to do mis- 
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chief to the incautious, and so "an open sepulchre." 
Compare St. Matt, xxiii. 27 ; St. Luke xi. 44. 

(Ver. 14.) Whose mouth is full of cursing and 
bitterness. 

Whose mouth is full of cursing.'] From Psalm 
X. 7. The Apostle adds, " and bitterness," by way 
of explanation. 

(Vers, i 5 — 17.) Their feet are swift to shed blood: 

Destruction and misery are in their ways : 

And the way of peace have they not known. 

These verses are taken from Isaiah lix. 7, 8, 
and therefore are quite a distinct testimony from 
the former, referring to a different generation of 
men ; the one to David's time, the other to Heze- 
kiah's. It has been observed that from ver. 10 to 
12, men are charged with the evil root, irreligion 
of heart ; from ver. 13 to 14, with evil words ; from 
ver. 15 to 17, with evil actions and habits of life ; 
and then, ver. 18, from Psalm xxxvi. 1, sums up 
the whole with the want of the fear of God. 

(Ver. 19.) Now we know that wliat things soever 
the law saith, it saith to them who are under tlie law : 
that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world 
may become guilty before God. 

The LawJ] Put here for the whole Old Testa- 
ment. For the quotations were from the Psalms and 
Prophets. So St. John x. 34; i Cor. xiv. 21. 

All the world.] The Gentiles, by the judgment 
of the Jews, confirmed by the reasoning in ch. i. ; 
the Jews themselves, by these strong passages out 
of their own inspired Prophets. For there is no 
reason at all to think that they were worse in Da- 
vid's time and Hezekiah's, than they were before 
and after. 
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(Ver. 20.) Therefore by the deeds of the law tJure 
shall no flesh be justified in His sigJit : for by the law 
is the knowledge of sin, 

"Wherefore by no works of any law can any 
mortal be accounted righteous before God ; neither 
by the Law of Nature, which failed so deplorably 
with the Gentiles ; nor by the Law of Moses, which 
failed, as we have seen, no less with the Jews. 
For all that any law, considered in itself, can do, 
is to augment people's * knowledge of sin,' to make 
them see more clearly the difference between good 
and evil, and their respective consequences ; which 
knowledge, if men will not act on it, of course ag- 
gravates instead of justifying. And it is now most 
clear that men have always refused to act on it." 
Compare ch. vii. 7. 

Observations on § III. 7. 
Human Guilt, 

The Apostle has now brought his argument to this 
point: — that he has laid the whole world as it were pros- 
trate before God's throne of judgment, waiting for the 
sentence due to their sins. 

But if there be any persons who, not being in their own 
account guilty of gross and flagrant transgressions, feel 
as if they could not thoroughly consent to this portion 
of Scripture, nor enter into the spirit of it ; they may 
do well to consider what use St. Paul here teaches them 
to make of the sins of others, which they do not deny 
nor question. St. Paul takes the fashionable sins of the 
Jews, in the decline of God's kingdom over them ; their 
lying and evil-speaking, their cursing and bitter words, 
their murderous and turbulent proceedings : — these things 
St. Paul charges on the whole race of mankind, so far as 
they are symptoms of that alienation from God of which 
all mankind are guilty. 

H 
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This may instruct us what use to make of any remark- 
able instance of wickedness, whether read of in books, or 
seen in real life ; not too hastily to congratulate ourselves 
on having no share in that guilt, but rather to turn our 
thoughts inward, and recollect that, be it what it may, we, 
too, have the seed of the like iniquity within us. And if 
we have not plunged to the like depth in actual crime, 
no thanks surely to ourselves, but all to God's restraining 
and correcting grace. 

Boerhaave, one of the greatest physicians and wisest 
men of the last century, whenever he heard of a criminal 
condemned to die, was accustomed to say to himself, 
" Who can tell if this man is not better than I ? or, how- 
ever, if I am better, it is not to be ascribed to myself, but 
to the goodness of God." This is more easily said, than 
thought ; and yet it is no more than the dictate of plain 
common sense. Every man's conscience, if he would 
consult it, would most likely tell him of many occasions, in 
which, had he been left to himself, he would have fallen 
inevitably into great transgression. But some cause which 
he had nothing to do with, that is, in other words, God's 
unknown and wonderful Providence, put in his way this 
or that impediment : something happened to divert his 
thoughts ; or he found he was not alone ; or scruples arose 
unaccountably in his mind. 

Can a man have recollections of this kind (and who has 
not ?) — can he own them to himself, and not own, at the 
same time, that his nature is very corrupt ? that he owes 
to the Just God, for this virtual if not actual sinning, an 
infinitely greater satisfaction than he can pay ? 

Let this be j^rii;«Ji^ considered, as in tlu presence of Him 
who reads the heart: it may prepare not only the flagrant 
sinner, but those too, who, by God's mercy, are or seem 
comparatively innocent, to open their hearts unreservedly 
to the gracious remedy provided for this universal disease : 

"The Righteousness of God by Faith in Jesus 
Christ," which St Paul next proceeds to set forth. 
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§ III. 8. 
The true Method of Justification stated (Ch. iii. ver. 21 — 26). 

( Ver. 21.) But now the rightecmsness of God with- 
out the law is manifested^ being witnessed by the law 
and the prophets, 

" But, as things are, a righteousness supernatural, 
the free gift of God, is manifested : a righteousness 
' without law,' that is, not purchased, earned, or 
merited, by strict obedience to any law, either of 
nature or of Moses." 

Witnessed by the law.'] In the history of Abra- 
ham, and in the whole ritual of atoning sacrifice. 

And the prophets,] Especially David, Psalm xl. ; 
Isaiah, ch. liii. ; Jeremiah, ch. xxxi. ; Ezekiel, ch. 
xxxvi., xxxvii. ; Daniel, ch. ix. ; &c. Compare St. 
Peter s words in Acts iii. 24, x. 43. 

(Ver. 22.) Even the righteousness of God which 
is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them 
that believe : for there is no differe^tce. 

The righteousness of God.] That is, a free par- 
don, proceeding from God, and entirely His own 
gift. " Pardon," by an easy figure of speech, is 
called " Righteousness/' because, as far as the law 
is concerned, it puts a person on the same footing 
as if he had never transgressed. 

By Faith.] It comes from God, and is His free, 
that is, utterly unmerited, gift; and the mean by 
which we lay hold on it, the condition on which we 
receive benefit by it, is Faith in Jesus Christ ; that 
is, as it is explained in Heb. xi., a sincere, practical 
surrender of ourselves to be Christ's own in every 
respect : — Behaving as if the Gospel were true. 

H 2 
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Unto all and upon all.'] Reaching to all sorts, 
and abiding upon each individual, so believing^; 
without distinction of Jew or Gentile. Compare 

ch. X. 12. 

(Ver. 23.) For all have sinned, and come short 
of the glory of God. 

The glory of God.] If this translation be right, 
it must mean, " such conduct as is to God's glory." 
But the Greek phrase is the same as in St John 
V. 44, " The honour which cometh from God only :" 
and St. John xii. 43, " They loved the praise" (or 
"good opinion") "of men, more than t/ie praise of 
God'* Thus it would mean, "there is not a man 
living, but is very far short of what God approves.** 
Where it is said, "all have sinned," perhaps it 
should be, " they all," meaning all that believe, who 
had been mentioned in the verse before, and whom 
the verse following goes on to describe as "being 
justified freely," &c. 

(Ver. 24.) Being Justified freely by His grace 
through the redemption that is in Christ yesus. 

Freely by His grace.] Words could not express 
more strongly this plain truth. That God's pardon 
is His free and absolute gift, not earned, or de- 
served, by our works, or faith, or anything else 
that can be in us. Freely, is used as in St. Matt. 
X. 8, *' Freely ye have received, freely give." By 
His grace, His own mere bounty or favour. 

Through the redemption^ This seems to be a sa- 
crificial word, which would be understood by the 
Jews, because they were used in the service of God 
to substitute one kind of offering for another, and 
call it Redemption : thus Exod. xxxiv. 20, " All 
the first-bom of thy sons thou shalt redeem;" and 
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Levit. xxvii. 28, " No devoted thing .... shall be 
sold or redeemed." Compare Heb. ix. 15; Eph, 
i. 7 ; I Cor. 1. 20. 

(Ver. 25.) Whom God hath set forth to be a pro- 
pitiation through faith in His bloody to declare His 
righteousness for tJte remission of sins that are past, 
through the forbearance of God. 

Setforth."] Or "purposed" to be. 

A propitiation.'] It is the same word which in 
Heb. ix. 5, and also in the books of Moses, re- 
peatedly denotes the Mercy-seat, or Throne, over 
which the Lord of hosts, who ** sitteth between the 
Cherubims," was accustomed to reveal Himself 
miraculously to His people, and from which He 
vouchsafed to give signs of His accepting their 
prayers and sacrifices; especially their sacrifices of 
Atonement. Hence it is applied to our Incarnate 
Saviour, the true Medium of communication be- 
tween between God and man, through Whom only 
sinners dare look upward for pardon. And note> 
that the word, being so applied, conveys a clear 
hint of His divine nature; since it implies, that 
in the Man Christ Jesus abode the very fulness 
of the Godhead. 

To declare His righteousness for the remission of 
sins that are past, through the forbearance of God.] 
This seems to point out one final cause of the 
mysterious sacrifice of our Lord. ** God designing, 
in His forbearance, to remit all the past sins of 
those who should believe, made that awful sacrifice 
the cost, as it were, of their pardon, and thus recon- 
ciled His perfect justice, and holy anger against 
sin, with His justifying, or pardoning the sincere 
believer in Jesus." 

J 
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(Ver. 26.) To declare, I say, at this time His 
righteousness : that He miglit be just, and the jus- 
tifier of him which believcth in yesus. 

Him which believeth.'] Literally, " the man who 
is of the faith of Jesus;" which turn of expression, 
in St. Paul, denotes a person's being of such and 
such a class, side, or party. Thus Gal. iii. 7, " They 
who are of Faith," are opposed to those who " are 
of the works of the Law :" so Rom. iv. 16. The 
full force, therefore, of the words translated "him 
which believeth," is, " That person who is such as 
Faith in Jesus requires him to be." 

Observations on § III. 8. 
Practical Errors regarding Justification. 

Much, indeed, were it to be wished, that Christian 
people might be left free to receive these comfortable 
assurances of Pardon and Hope in Jesus Christ, without 
any mention of human errors and perplexities, even by 
way of warning against them. But since such warnings 
are absolutely necessary, it may not be amiss to give the 
substance of them here, in as few words as possible. For 
there is hardly a page in holy Scripture in which the doc- 
trine of Justification by Faith only is more expressly and 
strongly stated. 

Let no one be startled or confounded at the fact that 
such errors and perplexities do exist. What else could be 
looked for in a fallen and corrupt world } Souls naturally 
alienated from God, would, of course, find themselves alien- 
ated and indisposed towards His method of bringing them 
to Himself And if the evidence be too strong for them, 
if they dare not expressly resist, they will be tempted 
somehow to pervert His teaching. Perversion and resist- 
ance were to be expected beforehand ; Scripture itself 
had warned us of them ; therefore, let it be no objection 
to the faith when such things really occur. 
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Human nature resists the Gospel, because men cannot 
bear to be told that they do really deserve such things as 
are revealed from Heaven against them. They go talking 
and dreaming on, as if they might do well enough, pro- 
vided they were no worse than their neighbours, only 
giving way to ordinary infirmity. That is, they first frame 
to themselves low and mean notions of the Law of God, 
and then insist on being justified by virtue of that Law. 
Each is apt to fix on that point on which he thinks him- 
self most unblemished. This man relies on his generosity ; 
that, on his good temper and mildness ; another, on what 
he calls liberality and candour in his opinions ; a fourth, 
on his industry and zeal in his calling ; a fifth, it may be, 
on his orthodoxy and sincerity in support of true religion ; 
and so on. This seems the natural tendency of us all in 
our view of our condition towards God : — To make our 
own liking our law, and then, according to our temper, 
either to claim justification by that law, or to hope we may 
be so justified. To indulge such a mind as this, is di- 
rectly resisting the Gospel doctrine. It is the spirit either 
of Heathenism or Judaism : Heathenism, if men trust to 
their natural good feelings, or good works ; Judaism, if 
they think they may claim God's pardon in right ^ their 
obedience to revealed duties. 

Next, suppose a man, by early education, or by con- 
sideration afterwards, brought to give up all notion of 
Justification by works, — brought to perceive (what it seems 
wonderful that any one should fail to perceive, when his 
attention is once drawn that way), — That it is in vain for 
a sinner to think of deserving God's mercy. Such a person 
is no longer a resister of the truth in this matter. 

But is he free from all danger ol perverting it.? Cer- 
tainly not, if our Judge require practical Faith, and if it 
be possible for us to fail in practically believing. A man 
may renounce all merit but our Saviour's, and yet fall 
short of saving Faith, either mistaking what faith means, 
or indolently imagining that it means nothing which at 
all concerns our practice. 

For instance ; is it not a clear mistake if you construe 
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Faith to be simply feeling sure that Christ has done all 
this for you ? when Scripture so expressly tells you that 
the Faith which justifies " worketh by love," that is, it is 
a practical Habit, gradually forming a man's conversation 
to the likeness of our Saviour Jesus Christ. In which 
sense St. James feared not to write, " By works a man 
is justified, and not by faith only." As if he had said, 
" That faith which the Holy Ghost, by St. Paul, requires 
as the only condition of God's pardoning favour, is not to 
be so understood, as if mere believing were enough ; it is 
practical Faith, Trust, Resignation ; it is submitting our- 
selves to the will of Christ actually in what we think, 
speak, and do." In a word, St Paul's ''Faith'' is the 
principle in the heart, St. James' "works," the same prin- 
ciple in the life and conduct Neither of the two is at 
all meritorious ; both are equally necessary to salvation. 

The whole doctrine is briefly contained in the eleventh 
Article of the Church of England : " We are accounted 
righteous before God, only FOR the merit of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ:" trust we, therefore, no more 
to " our own works or deservings." 

Again, this our pardon or justification is to be applied, 
as it were, to each of us " by Faith." Therefore, we have 
need to practise Faith continually ; to surrender and resign 
ourselves wholly to our divine Saviour, not only with our 
lips, but in our lives. 



§ III. 9. 

Three Arguments in Support of the Christian Doctrine 
of Justification (Ch. iii. ver. 27 — 31.) 

(Vers. 27, 28.) Where is boasting then? It is 
excluded. By what law ? of works ? Nay : but by 
the law of faith. 

Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by 
faith without the deeds of the law. 

The Apostle now proceeds to suggest consider- 
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ations, very briefly, for confirming and illustrating 
the doctrine above delivered. 

The first may be stated as follows. Boasting 
(not so much boasting in words, as an irreverent, 
careless self-sufficiency of mind) is above all things 
to be avoided in religion : now the notion of being 
justified by works may offer some encouragement 
to that evil disposition ; the Christian principle of 
pardon by free grace, takes away from it all ex- 
cuse, — a great advantage, surely, in the practical 
tendency of the one doctrine above the other ; and 
consequently a reason why we should "conclude 
that a man," if justified at all, *' is justified by faith, 
without works of any law." 

Boasting,'] Not only what is usually called spiri- 
tual pride, but also all presumption and light ways 
of talking and thinking about our eternal state : see 
note on ch. ii. 17. The Sadducee, no less than the 
Pharisee, the confident man of the world as well 
as the hypocritical devotee, comes under the cen- 
sure implied in this word. 

// is excluded,'] " Self-sufficiency is now entirely 
out of the question, since both nature's law and that 
of Moses, having had a full trial, are found inca- 
pable of justifying any man : that is, experience 
has now proved, what otherwise would not have 
been so readily allowed, that there is no hope of 
obtaining pardon in virtue of our obedience to 
any law." 

By what law ? of works f] The force of these 
questions seems to be somewhat as follows : " By 
which kind of dispensation is it natural to sup- 
pose self-sufficiency most entirely excluded ? By 
a dispensation which supposes men to earn God s 
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favour ? you will not surely say so. Evidently it 
must be a rule or dispensation of Faith thoroughly 
to exclude such irreligious presumption, by sending 
us to God's unmerited grace for the only fountain 
of pardon." 

Wherefore we conclude.'] "We reason, or calcu- 
late." As far as this topic, exclusion of self-suffi- 
ciency, goes, common sense of itself would lead us 
to expect, that man should be invited to seek par- 
don through grace, not through any kind of works 
of their own. 

(Ver. 29.) Is He t/te God of the Jews only f is 
He not also of the Gentiles ? Yes, of the Gentiles 
also. 

Is God the God of tJie Jews onlyf\ One of 
the strongest prejudices of the Jews against the 
Gospel doctrine of pardon, was grounded on the 
indiscriminate admission of the Gentiles to the pri- 
vileges which they deemed peculiar to themselves. 
St. Paul, intending to say more on that subject 
afterwards (see ch. ix. — xi.), here just points out 
that it was, in one very material respect, a pre- 
sumption in favour of the Gospel. " The prime 
Article of that very Law, for the honour of which 
you are so zealous, is the sovereignty of One God 
over Jews and Gentiles alike. If He is God of 
both equally, what so reasonable as to suppose that 
He will deal with both by the same rule, so that 
even the very privileges of the Jews might turn 
out to be part of a dispensation extending to the 
Gentiles also ?" 

(Ver. 30.) Seeing it is one God, which shall jus- 
tify t/te circumcision by faith, and uncircumcision 
through faith. 
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There is One God.'] Compare Zech. xiv. 9, where 
the Prophet connects in a like way the Unity of 
God with the future conversion of the world : " The 
Lord shall be King over all the earth ; in that day 
shall there be One Lord, and His Name One." 

(Ver. 31.) Do we then make void the law through 
faith ? God forbid : yea, we establish the law. 

A third test of truth, in the Gospel doctrine of par- 
don, is its establishing, or fulfilling, the Law of Moses. 
This is only affirmed here, by way of protest against 
an objection sure to arise in almost every mind. 
In like manner (ver. 21), having said that justifica- 
tion was " without law," he had added immediately 
the clause, " Being witnessed by the Law and the 
Prophets." The subject is afterwards enlarged on, 
ch. vi., vii., viii., and in the concluding part of the 
Epistle ; also especially in the Epistle to the He- 
brews. As far as the morality of the law goes, 
no one who acknowledges the Sermon on the Mount 
can doubt its being established by the Gospel. 
" Why ask," says one of the Fathers of the Church, 
" why ask whether the Gospel keeps entire the com- 
mand against adultery, when it adds a command 
against adulterous desire V 

Observations on § III. 9. 
Humility^ Impartiality ^ Dutifulness^ of the Christian Temper. 

Faith being that temper by which men receive God's 
pardoning mercy exactly as He has revealed it, a sincere 
believer will take notice of whatever is made known con- 
cerning that mercy, in order that he himself may learn to 
live and act accordingly. 

For example ; it being here declared that one purpose 
of the dispensation of grace was to exclude all boastful- 
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ness, those who take God at His own word will above all 
things be anxious to keep themselves in a very reverential 
frame of mind. They will feel, that whatever else is right 
or wrong, all lightness, familiarity, carelessness, presump- 
tion, in our dealings with our God and Saviour, must be 
wrong, and contrary to the Gospel. If any man indulge 
himself in such a mind, under the notion that he is par- 
doned, that God is surely on his side, that he has Faith, 
and need not live in constant fear and self-denial ; such 
a person, without knowing it, is falling back into that irre- 
verence from which the Gospel was meant to deliver him. 

Again, impartiality, we are here assured, is a character- 
istic of God's saving way. He has shewn Himself, by 
His Son and Spirit, to be no respecter of persons, — a God 
of the Gentiles no less than of the Jews. It becomes us, 
according to the good advice of the Church of England 
in her seventeenth Article, to receive all His gracious 
promises as they are generally set forth in Holy Scrip- 
ture, that is, as they are set forth of such and such sorts 
of people, not of such and such favoured individuals. 
And as His offers are large and universal, yet always 
under certain conditions, so should our language be, and 
our hopes, concerning our brethren ; never absolutely de- 
spairing of any, nor yet often daring to speak of indivi- 
duals in a very exulting, triumphant tone ; keeping our 
feelings a good deal to ourselves, and proportioning our 
judgments, (as far as we must judge of them,) to their 
steadiness and consistency in bearing the fruits of Faith. 
Thus will Christian toleration be kept up, without en- 
couraging lightness and indifference. 

Nor let it be supposed that, in cautions like these, too 
much stress is laid upon our works, to the disparagement 
of Divine mercy. 

For see what, in the next place, is required in him who 
would receive the Gospel as it is. He must receive it so 
as not to make void, but on the contrary to establish, the 
Law. Grace, Faith, Pardon, Mercy, do in no wise annul 
the declaration of God's good and acceptable and perfect 
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Will, but enact it anew, and enforce it with better, and 
higher, and more endearing sanctions. In a word, the 
spirit of the Gospel is a dutiful spirit : it looks simply 
to our Saviour's will, and tries as it may to be conformed 
to His likeness ; thankfully availing itself of every help 
which His good Providence and gracious Spirit afford ; 
shrinking, therefore, from all attempts to disparage the 
Old Testament, under pretence of exalting the New; or 
the Sacraments, in order to magnify the Word ; or the 
example of the Church, and Saints of old, on the ground 
of each person being the best judge what edifies himself. 

Against all such instances of presumption, the Faith 
recommended by the Apostle will set the plain words of 
our Blessed Saviour : " Whosoever shall break one of these 
least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be 
called the least in the Kingdom of Heaven : but whosoever 
shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great 
in the Kingdom of Heaven." 



§ HI. 10. 

Justification by Faith exemplified in Abraham^ and 
witnessed by David (Ch. iv. ver. i — 8). 

(Ver. I .) What sJtall we say then that Abra/uim 
our fat her y as pertaining to tlu fleshy /lath found? 

Here an objector is supposed to say, ** If all justi- 
fication is by Faith in Christ, what becomes of the 
privileges promised in Scripture to Abraham's seed } 
What hath he found according to the flesh ?" i.e. 
What good thing has been granted him for those 
who are literally His children } The question cor- 
responds to those in ch. iii. i. 

(Ver. 2.) For if A bra/tarn were Justified by works, 
he hath w/iereof to glory ; but not before God. 

This verse seems to stand in a parenthesis : " I say, 
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Abraham;' for if it could be once made out that he 
was justified by the merit of his own works, it would 
follow that he had " whereof to glory, but not be- 
fore God ;" something to rely upon, besides that 
treasure of mercy which is wholly and entirely laid 
up with God : and so the whole of the preceding 
argument would fail. 

Abraham would naturally be referred to here by 
one objecting, on Judaical principles, because the 
Jews depended on their descent from Abraham ; 
(see Isa. xli. 8 ; St. Matt. iii. 9; St. John viii. 33), 
because he is called " the righteous matt' in Isaiah 
xli. 2, and because those " who followed after right- 
eousness*' were especially bidden to " look unto 
him" (Isa. li. i, 2). That is, Abraham is repre- 
sented to us, in the Old Testament, as a speci- 
men of the way in which man may hope to find 
favour with God. 

If, therefore, on the other hand, it can be proved 
that he was justified by faith and not by works, 
the controversy is at once ended. The Old Testa- 
ment is proved to preach Christianity, and the Jew, 
on his own principles, must submit himself to the 
Gospel. 

Before GodJ] Rather, " with God," as in St. John 
i. I. 

(Ver. 3.) For wliat saith tlie Scripture ? Abra- 
ham believed God^ and it was counted unto him for 
righteousness. 

This is the Apostle s answer to the objection 
in the first verse, the force of which had been ex- 
plained in the second. " You ask, * On the Chris- 
tian scheme, what becomes of the promises to 
Abraham and his seed "i ' Why, what saith the 
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Scripture ? Abraham believed God, and it was 
counted unto him for righteousness." 

For what saith the Scripture ?] The form of this 
question in the original is exactly that used in 
St. Luke xxiii. 22, and rendered there, " Why, what 
evil hath he done ?" 

Abraham believed God^ See Gen. xv. 6. This 
declaration of the inspired writer occurs after the 
third g^eat trial of Abraham s faith ; the first and 
second being the two commands to migrate, from 
Ur of the Chaldees into Haran (Acts vii. 2), and 
from Haran into Canaan (Gen. xii. 5). The third 
was, his continuing to trust in God's promise, though 
he still found himself, after so many years, in human 
appearance as far from its accomplishment as 'ever. 
The perseverance, in this case, was the great trial : 
there was no violent struggle required, no strong 
effort of self-denial for the time; but it was more 
like the ordinary, daily probation of us all, whether 
we will wait God s time contentedly and devoutly, 
though we have not our own will, nor see how we 
ever can have it. In one word, Abraham's faith 
was Resignation ; of which, though other instances, 
(especially the sacrifice of Isaac,) were more illus- 
trious, yet this is singled out as especially proper 
to be a sample to all ages of justifying Faith. 

// was counted unto him for righteousness^ The 
same words are used concerning Phinehas, and his 
zeal in executing judgment on Zimri and Cosbi, 
Psalm cvi. 31. 

(Vers. 4, 5.) Now to him t/iat worketh is the re- 
ward not reckoned of grace , but of debt. 

BtU to him tJiat worketh not, but believeth on him 
thai justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for 
righteousness. 



112 COMMENTARY ON THE 



These two verses contain the Apostle's reasoning 
on the text which he had just quoted, which reason- 
ing seems to turn chiefly on the use of the word 
" imputed." 

Thus it stands : Those who are accepted by the 
Almighty, are accepted as Abraham was. But 
Abraham was accepted, not in virtue of his having 
strictly fulfilled the law, but of God's free mercy, 
imputing his faith to him for righteousness. The 
conclusion is evident The sentiment of the two 
verses is exactly the same with ch. xi. 6. 

To hint that worketh,^ The expression seems 
used in the same kind of sense as when we speak 
of a man's working in a vineyard, whose " reward," 
or rather *' hire," (see St. Matt. xx. 8,) is not a mat- 
ter of " grace " or favour, but strictly accord- 
ing to " the debt" incurred by the previous agree- 
ment 

Him that worketh not.'] That is, who does not 
stand towards his Heavenly Master in the relation 
of one doing his day's work, so that in the evening 
the Master should be his debtor. 

The ungodly.'] From Josh. xxiv. 2, it should seem 
that this epithet might once have been applied even 
to Abraham in the literal sense. " Your Father 
dwelt on the other side of the flood in old time, 
even Terah, the father of Abraham, and the father 
of Nachor : and they served other gods!' 

(Ver. 6.) Even as David also describeth the bless- 
edness of t/ie man, unto whom God imputeth righteous- 
ness wit/tout works. 

Even as David!] To confirm his account of Jus- 
tification, St. Paul produces the witness of David, 
giving the same account of God's dealings generally, 
L which Moses had given in the particular instance 
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of Abraham. And certainly those Jews, who had 
any sort of candour in them, could not but acknow- 
ledge that Justification by Faith must be somehow 
reconcileable with their Law, when they found it 
confirmed both by Moses in the case of Abraham, 
and by David universally ; thus uniting, in support 
of itself, the three names of which they were justly 
proudest. 

(Vers. 6 — 8.) Even as David also describeth the 
blessedness of the man, unto whom God imputeth right- 
eousness without worksy 

Saying, Blessed are tliey whose iniquities are for- 
given, and whose sins are covered. 

Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not im- 
pute sin. 

It is clear, on a comparison of these three verses, 
that ** imputing righteousness without works" is the 
same thing as " forgiving sins," " covering iniqui- 
ties," " not imputing sinfulness." 

Observations on § III. lo. 
The Case of Abraliam considered as the Pattern of Faith, 

There is One perfect Model, — our Lord and Saviour, 
towards Whom we are bound to look up in all things. 

Only in one respect He cannot be our pattern ; that is, 
in regard of the right way of receiving the Mercy of God 
offered to sinners through Him. Our Lord, being wholly 
without sin, cannot, strictly speaking, be a pattern to sin- 
ners of the temper and frame of mind in which they must 
come to Him for Pardon. 

Here, then, is to be admired the unwearied condescen- 
sion of God our Heavenly Father, and the absolute per- 
fection of His holy Word as a Rule and Guide of Life. 
In that one respect in which the Son of God, from the 
nature of the case, could not be our Example, we have 

I 
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cxprc«!y prrjvidtd for C5, and reconinicnded to our devout 
imitation, the example of the ho!y Patriarch Abraham. 

Only read or hear. anJ ccnsid^r, the history of this Fa- 
ther of the faithful, as it is plainly set forth in the Book 
of Genesis. This u-ill shew you what Faith means ; not 
simply ** believing God's general Promises," nor ** apptying 
them confidently to yourself,"* but ** liz-ing by such belief 
as your rule." It is sincerely resigning yourself to God, 
body and soul, heart and understanding, to do and to 
suffer all His Will. 

Particularly in that great concern of approaching God 
in Christ for pardon of our sins, this Faith, Trust, or Re- 
signation will shew itself by our submitting, humbly and 
entirely, to the Way of Pardon which God has ordained : 
renouncing all notions of our own merit, and depending^ 
entirely on the Cross of Jesus Christ 

Here many will be apt to say, " Certainly, it is all very 
true ; I see, by the light of common sense, that no sinner, 
how complete soever his repentance, can claim Pardon as 
naturally due to him, since we all owe God a perfect ser- 
vice ; and were we even perfect at one moment, tliat could 
not pay the debt contracted by the imperfection of a for- 
mer moment And I see yet more plainly by Scripture, 
that the Blood of Jesus Christ is set forth as the only 
means of cleansing man from sin. Whenever I think of 
this, I assent to it ; I never use any other plea in my 
applications to the Almighty for Pardon. What then 
is there wanting in my Faith ?" 

To a person asking such a question, answer might be 
made, It is yet possible that you have not the substance 
of true Faith ? How is it with you when matters do not 
go on to your viind? If you allow yourself, then, to 
grumble and fret ; if you do not habitually try to sacrifice 
your own will to the will of Him Who thoroughly knows 
and loves you ; is it not plain that, whatever you may 
fancy, you do not quite acknowledge your own unworthi- 
ncss ? that still, in some unaccountable way, you reckon 
God Almighty your debtor, and yourself affronted, and 
ill-used, in not having your own way ? 
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What is there in such Faith at all like the Faith of 
Abraham ? For his whole life was a trial and exercise 
of Resignation, from his first call out of Ur of the Chal- 
dees, to that greatest triumph over himself, the offering 
of his only son. Thus Resignation wrought with his 
works, and by his works was Resignation made perfect. 
And his name remains for ever a warning to all such as 
think to be justified by Faith, in the world to come, yet 
will not trust themselves heartily with their Saviour in the 
comparatively trifling concerns of this present evil world. 

A like warning is to be found in the conduct of those 
who are held up in Scripture as the specimen and sample, 
if one may so speak, of Unbelief ; opposed to Abraham, 
who was tJie specimen and sample of Faith : I mean, the 
disobedient Jews in the wilderness. With them our part 
must be, if we will not take it with faithful Abraham. 
Sec I Cor. x. i — 10; Hebrews iii. 7 — iv. 11. 

§ III. II. 

Justification by Faith not Invalidated^ but Confirmedy by the 
Abrahamic Covenant of Circumcision (Ch. iv. 9 — 25). 

(Vers. 9 — 12.) Co7neth this blessedness then upon 
tJie circtimcision only, or upon t/ie uncireumcision 
also ? for we say that faith was reckoned to Abraham 
for righteous7iess. 

How was it then reckofted? wJicn lie was in cir- 
cumcision^ or in uncircumcision ? Not in circumcision, 
but in tuuircuvuision, 

A nd he received tJie sign of circumcision, a seal of 
t/te righteousness of tlie faith which lie Jiud yet being 
uncircumcised : that he might be tlie fatlier of all 
tliem t/tat believe, though tliey be not circumcised; 
tliat righteousness might be imputed unto tJiem also : 

And tJie fat Iter of circtimcision to them wJio are 
not of the circumcision only, but wtw also walk in the 

I 2 
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steps of that faith of our father Abraham^ which he 
had being yet uncircumcised. 

The Apostle returns again to Abraham from this 
allusion to David : as if he had said, The case of 
Abraham not only enables us to determine that Jus- 
tification, wherever vouchsafed, must be a free gift, 
but also that Circumcision is no necessary condition 
of it. 

Circumcision . . . uncircumcision!] i.e. the state of 
a circumcised, or of an uncircumcised, person. 

For we say, &c^ The word " For " may be un- 
derstood as in ver. 3. See note there. 

Not in circumcision, &c^ On comparison of Gen. 
xvi. 16 with Gen. xvii. i, it appears that the men- 
tion of Abraham's Justification comes at least fif- 
teen years before the Covenant of Circumcision. 
On this verse a pious commentator writes : " Would 
to God we were as full of faith, love, and integrity, 
after our spiritual circumcision (Baptism), as Abra- 
ham was before his carnal circumcision." 

A^id he received, &c. Here the Apostle meets 
the difficulty. "Wherefore then serveth circum- 
cision ? 

The SIGN of circumcision J\ Gen. xvii. 11, "It shall 
be a token of the Covenant between Me and you, 
and thy seed after thee." 

T/tat he should be the father, &cl\ Gen. xvii. 4, 
'* As for Me, behold. My Covenant is with thee, 
and thou shalt be a Father of many nations :*' so 
vers. 5 — 7. " Father" means spiritual Father or 
pattern ; resembling those to whom he is a Father, 
as Parents commonly resemble their own children. 
So St John viii. 39, 44 ; i St. John iii. 2, 3, 9 — 11 ; 
Isaiah li. i^ 2. 
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fVa/JkJ] Literally, "walk orderly^' by a line or 
rule marked out : see Acts xxi. 24 ; Gal. v. 25, 
VI. 16; Phil. iii. 16. The word is very expressive 
of the nature of Abraham's Faith, that it was not 
one great effort, but a matter of sober every-day 
practice. 

In the stepsJ] *' By a very scrupulous and careful 
imitation," 2 Cor. xii. 18; i St. Pet. ii. 21. Does 
not this make it the duty of Christians to observe 
and copy very devoutly the practical results and 
details of Abraham s Faith ? 

(Ver. 13.) For t/ie promise^ tJiat lie slwuld be 
tlie Iieir of tJte worlds was 7tot to Abralmm, or to 
his seedy through the Law^ but through the righteous- 
ness of faith. 

Here St. Paul, in his consideration of Gen. xvii., 
passes from ver. 4 to ver. 8, that is, from the promise 
that he should be a Father of many nations, to the 
promise that he should possess the land of Canaan ; 
which latter promise the Apostle teaches us to in- 
terpret by Abraham's being ** heir of the world." 
Compare Ps. xxxvii. 9 ; St. Matt. v. 5 ; St. James 
ii. 5. The connection, therefore, of St. Pauls argu- 
ment stands as follows : — " As the first promise to 
Abraham on his circumcision, that he should be 
father of many nations, so also the second, that he 
should be heir of the world, came not by any law," 
(was not earned by any merit of his,) "but only 
through God's gracious acceptation of his sincere 
faith instead of merit." (N.B. That promise also 
had been given to Abraham long before. See Gen. 
xii. 7 ; xiii. 14 — 17 ; and especially xv. 7, 18 — 21.) 

(Vers. 14, 15.) For if they which are of the Law 
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be /leirs, faith is made void, and the promise tnade 
of none effect : 

Because the Law worketh wrath : for wJiere no 
law is, there is no transgression. 

" For if they only who are righteous by law," 
— (that is, by perfect obedience to a divine law, in 
other words, by merit of their own,) — "be heirs, 
this is implicitly making void the faith which was 
first accepted " (Gen. xv. 6, 7) " as a qualification 
for heirship, and the promise which was then made," 
(compare Gal. iii. 17). "Because the Law, though 
not in its extent, yet in its actual result, worketh 
only wrath : giving more accurate knowledge of 
what is sin, but no clear revelation of Atonement; 
Sanctification, or everlasting Life." 

(Ver. 16.) Therefore it is of faiih, t/tai it might 
be by grace ; to t/ie end the promise might be sure to 
all tile see^; not to t/iat only which is of t/te Law, but 
to that also which is of tlie faith of Abra/iam ; who 
is the father of us all 

" Therefore the expression, ' by Faith,' is used. 
Men are said to be justified ' by Faith,' rather than 
by Charity, Devotion, Holiness, or the like; that 
all the world might clearly understand Acceptance 
and Pardon to come of God's free grace, as pro- 
mised to Abraham before his circumcision." For 
of all the names by which the Christian temper is 
denoted, J^aith is that which points most directly 
to Christ as the only Fountain of Pardon and Grace, 
at the same time expressing entire renunciation of 
every kind of self-sufficiency. 

To ALL the seed."] As if he had said, " Upon the 
whole, we may conclude that the spiritual seed of 
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Abraham, not his natural seed only, were chiefly 
intended in the promise." The following verses 
to the end of the chapter explain who are his spi- 
ritual seed. 

Of us allJ] That is, of all Christians, whether 
Jews or Gentiles. 

(Ver. 17.) {As it is written, I have made thee 
a father of many nations^ before Him whom he 
believedy even God, Who quickeneth tlie dead, and 
calleth those things which be not as tliough they 
were. 

Who quickeneth tlie dead.'] Alluding, perhaps, on 
the one hand, to the great trial of Abraham's Faith, 
the Sacrifice of Isaac ; to which, as we know, he was 
encouraged by his Faith in a possible Resurrection 
(Heb. xi. 19) ; and, on the other hand, to Gods 
wonderful work of mercy in quickening the Gentile 
world, dead in trespasses and sins (Eph. ii. 1) ; 
which to a Jewish eye was, as it were, ** raising up 
of these stones children unto Abraham." 

And calleth those things which be not as though 
they were.] This, again, may refer to the Promise 
of the birth of Isaac, on the one hand ; on the other, 
to the calling of the heathen, which is described 
by the same expression (i Cor. i. 28), '*God hath 
chosen the things that are not, to bring to nought 
things that are." 

(Vers, i 8 — 2 1 .) Who against hope believed in hope^ 
that he might become tlie father of many nations^ 
according to that which was spoken, So shall thy 
seed be. 

And being not weak in faith, he considered not his 
own body now dead, when he was about an hundred 
years old, neither yet the deculness of Sara/is womb : 
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He staggered not at tlie promise of God through 
unbelief; but was strofig in faithy giving glory to 
God ; 

And being fully persuaded tliai, what He had pro^ 
misedy He was able also to perform. 

St. Paul, carried, as it were, away by a generous 
admiration of Abraham, expatiates on the details 
of his history, and shews how they enhanced the 
nobleness of his faith, when he was promised an 
heir through Sarah ; then (vers. 23 — 25) transfers 
the whole to the case of devout Christians. 

Against.'] Rather, "beyond" hope. 

That which was spoken.] Which had been spoken, 
when he was bidden to look up, and see if he could 
count the stars. Gen. xv. 6. 

Now dead,] Heb. xi. 12, " Therefore sprang 
there even of one, and him as good as dead, so many 
as the stars of the sky in multitude.*' 

Staggered not.] It is the same word in the Greek 
as Acts xi. 2, " They that were of the circumcision 
contended with Peter;" and Acts x. 20, "Go with 
them, doubting nothing." The strict meaning is, 
"He disputed not within himself against God's 
promise." Natural misgivings he had at first 
(see Gen. xv. 2, 3; xvii. 17, 18), but he did not 
indulge them by any temper of unbelief Invo- 
luntary doubts, then, are consistent with acceptable 
Faith ; but not doubts cherished, encouraged, and 
acted on. 

(Ver. 22.) And tlurefore it was imputed to hint 
for righteousness. 

Here the Apostle, like a Preacher at the end of 
a sermon, recurs to his text, repeating, and shortly 
applying it. 
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(Vers. 23, 24.) Now it was not written for his 
sake alone^ that it was imputed to him ; 

But for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if 
we believe on Him. tfiat raised up Jesus our Lord 
from tlie dead. 

Raised up Jesus.'] We have seen that the 
Resurrection of the Dead was a great point in 
Abraham's Faith, and every one knows that it is 
a chief point in ours. So the one faith resembles 
the other in the thing believed, as well as in the 
kind of belief 

(Ver. 25.) WIio was delivered for our offences, 
and was raised again for our justification. 

For our justification?^ That is, because we were 
justified, because our pardon was earned by His 
Death and Passion, God raised Him, our Surety 
and Representative, from the dead. The Resur- 
rection sealed the Father's acceptance of the meri- 
torious Sacrifice of the Son. For " if Christ be not 
raised, your Faith is vain ; ye are yet in your 
sins,'* I Cor. xv. 17. 

Observations on § III. 11. 

Abraham is " the Father of us all," the Father of all true 
believers, "before God.'* Doubtless, God sees things as 
they really are, and, therefore, our relation to the holy Pa- 
triarch must be more than a mere figure of speech. It is 
grounded indeed on resemblance ; but the privilege itself 
goes much further than that ; and will be found, on serious 
thought, a matter of great admiration and thankfulness. 

Let us consider it in this way: — (i.) What Abraham 
gains, by being the spiritual father of the Faithful ; 
(2.) What they gain by being his children. 

The first may be estimated in some way by reflecting 
how great the blessing is, if a man have but one child 
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trucly devout and dear to God. " The father of the right- 
eous shall greatly rejoice, and he that begetteth a wise 
child shall have joy of him. Thy Father and thy Mother 
shall be glad, and she that bare thee will rejoice*." 
Conceive this blessing multiplied, as it were, by the 
whole number of faithful people, and you will have some 
idea of the privilege of him who is before God the Fa- 
ther of all believers. 

God, in His mysterious bounty, promises to impute (if 
one may say so) to Abraham, the Christian Piety and 
Resignation of all the Saints, after the same manner as 
He imputes to a watchful and fond parent the improve- 
ment and good conduct of his children. For, indeed, 
the example of Abraham, diffused as it is by the Scrip- 
ture through all times and countries, is continually doing 
the same sort of good as the example of a pious parent 
does to a child ; and, indirectly, it may profit thousands 
who never, it may be, heard of his name, or have heard it 
without knowing his history. For if they follow some 
other pattern, which was itself immediately or remotely * 
reflected from Abraham, they still are, by faith, his pos- 
terity, and every one of them adds to his reward. 

How this comes to pass ; how the successive conver- 
sions and advances of Christian men, in this lower world, 
can do any good to Abraham in his state of rest, as we 
cannot know, we must not enquire : but the fact seems 
unquestionable from holy Scripture, and the God of Abra- 
ham, to be sure, has abundant ways of accomplishing His 
word. 

One thought, naturally suggested by our Lord's own 
manner of speaking, is the thought of Abraham wel- 
coming his spiritual descendants, one by one, as they 
enter into their rest Assuredly this was the expectation 
of the Jews in our Lord*s time. The death of a good 
man, they thought, \\*ns jvissing into *' Abraham s bosom.** 
The happiness they Ux^kevl forward to was. '• sitting do^-n 
with Abraham in the Kingdom of Heaven." It is ob\4ous 
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that our blessed Saviour's parables, while they refined 
and elevated this thought, by no means contradicted nor 
warned people against it ; but rather gave men to under- 
stand that some such honour, as they supposed, was indeed 
shewn in the next world to the great Father and Pattern 
of them all. 

Now here is held out peculiar encouragement to devout 
parents, watchful Masters, and all who, being entrusted 
with others, take care to be exemplary to their charge. 
All the faithful are blessed with Abraham, but these 
have a peculiar blessing. For, depend on it, it is not in 
vain that the following promise is set down in the Scrip- 
ture, over and above God s other favours to Abraham : — 
" Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, 
and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him. 
For I know him that he will command his children and 
his household after him ; and they shall keep the way of 
the Lord, to do justice and judgment ; that the Lord may 
bring upon Abraham that which He hath spoken of him." 

May we not, in virtue of this sentence, humbly hope that 
such as follow Abraham in the quiet practice of household 
duties, will hereafter so far partake of his reward, that 
they, too, may recognise their children and children's 
children ; their servants also, and their children, receiv- 
ing their portion in the Paradise of God } 

Further, since there are many persons who feel being 
childless as a great affliction ; what if such consider that 
they may, by God's grace, obtain to be accounted before 
Him the Parents of all whom they, by good example or 
charitable influence of any kind, may help to win over to 
the way of holy obedience t They may feel lonely here, 
but He will give them a family in Heaven, " a place and 
a name better than of sons and of daughters ;" just as He 
provided for the holy Patriarch an innumerable progeny, 
even all the faithful, over and above his children after 
the flesh. 

Now, as to what we gain by being Abraham's spiritual 
children : first, it is a very clear instance of the high 
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and consoling privilege of Communion between Saints on 
Earth and Saints in Paradise ; which privilege, however 
disdained in our time, was so dear to the first and purest 
ages of Christians, that they gradually filled their year 
with Saints* Days, expressly for the devout exercise of 
that Communion. 

And surely, in so doing, they acted in the spirit of 
the Apostolical commemorations of Abraham, and other 
ancient worthies. Surely the cold faithlessness of modern 
days, which would teach us to look at our Fathers gone 
before as no more to us than good historical examples ; 
surely this temper of mind is reproved by St. Paul's re- 
presenting Abraham as a real Father, by adoption, to 
us all, to be remembered as such, when we praise God 
in the Communion Service for " His servants departed 
this life in His faith and fear ;" and more especially, p)er- 
haps, to be remembered by those (in this sinful world 
not a few), who either do not know their parents, or 
cannot remember them, but with pain and confusion of 
heart! Let such know that if they be faithful, Abra- 
ham is their Father, their spiritual Father, not in figure 
only, but by real appointment of Him, "of Whom the 
whole family of heaven and earth is named." 

Were all the privileges here to be specified, which follow 
on our being in this sense the seed of Abraham, this would 
be in fact to go over the Patriarch's entire history. For 
" to Abraham and his seed were the promises made :" — the 
promise that the Lord would be their God, their shield, 
and exceeding great reward ; the promise of the best 
that this world can give (for that is the spiritual meaning 
of the land of Canaan) ; and the promise of life and glory 
in the other world, implied in God's everlasting Covenant. 
So completely, — though as yet dimly, and in parable, — ' 
was the Gospel preached before to Abraham ; and so per- 
fect is the Unity which binds together the whole Church 
and Congregation of the Faithful, by virtue of Him who 
is the true Seed of Abraham, the Author and Finisher 
of our Fathers' Faith and ours. 
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§ III. 12. 

Statement of Christian Privileges consequent on 
Justification (Ch. v. ver. i — 1 1). 

(Ver. I.) Therefore being justified by faith, we 
have peace with God through our Lord yesus Christ. 

Peace with God.'] St. Paul, having established 
the doctrine, proceeds now to point out some of 
its happy results. First, as to our state and con- 
dition ; we were before enemies to God, now we 
have Peace with Him; according to the song of 
the Angels, when our Lord was bom (St. Luke ii. 14). 
And therefore " the God of Peace " is one of the 
Titles by which St. Paul delighted to call the Al- 
mighty ; and " Grace and Peace," as was observed 
before, is the ordinary salutation among Christians. 
And our Saviour is especially called "our Peace" 
(Eph. ii. 14). The proper meaning of the word 
is that God, for Christ's sake, looks on us not as 
enemies but as reconciled persons. Sometimes 
it is used to express mir own comfortable sense of 
being so reconciled ; as in St. John xvi. 33, " These 
things have I spoken unto you, that in Me ye 
might have Peace." In that sense, of course, it 
must be perceived by the person enjoying it ; but, 
in the former and more proper sense, it "passeth 
all understanding." Many have it, and perceive 
it not ; some, it is to be feared, think they perceive 
it, and are very far from having it. And in this 
sense, namely, as denoting God's being at peace 
with us, it is here declared to be a result of Justi- 
fication. It is the state of Amity, following the 
Act of Pardon. 
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(Ver. 2.) By Wliom also we Jiave access by faith 
into this grace wlierein we standi aftd rejoice in hope 
of the glory of God, 

Access.'] This is one of the words made sacred, 
as it were, by Apostolical use to express our Sa- 
viour's mercy, as a Mediator introducing us, to 
be forgiven by His offended Father. So St. Peter 
(i Ep. iii. i8) says, ** He once suffered for sins, 
the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to 
God!' " For through Him we both (Jews and 
Gentiles) have access, by one Spirit, unto the 
Father," (Eph. ii. i8; compare ch. iii. 12). 

This grace.] " This favour or bounty of the 
Father." 

And rejoice.] This is a second happy result of 
Justification : the first was, our being in a state 
of Pardon, and after it comes Cheerfulness, result- 
ing from the reasonable hope which we consequently 
have of " the glory of God," that is, of everlasting 
life (see Rev. xxi. 11); or, more probably, God's 
approbation (see St. John xii. 43, and Rom. iii. 23, 
with the note there). N.B. This cheerful hope is 
the natural result of Justification and admission 
to Christian Privileges. But it is not always the 
acttial result, bodily infirmities and mental per- 
plexities intervening. In such a case, the dejection 
must be borne as one would bear a bodily disease : 
it is not to be charged on the conscience as a sin, 
nor is it a bad sign of our spiritual condition, ex- 
cept it be accompanied by known and habitual 
transgression. 

(Vers. 3 — 5.) And not only so, but we glory in 
tribulations also: knowing that tribulation workcth 
patience ; 
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Aiid pati^ftce, experience; and experience, hope : 

And hope maketh not as/iamed ; because the love of 
God is slied abroad in our liearts by tJie Holy Ghost 
which is given unto us. 

Here St. Paul extends the ground of Christian 
cheerfulness : now that we belong to Christ's peo- 
ple, we may rejoice, not only in hope of future 
glory, but also in present tribulations and trials, 
knowing, &c. The turn of expression seems to 
intimate that what follows, to the end of ver. 5, 
was a kind of saying among Christians ; possibly 
part of a chant or hymn, for it flows like the 
poetical parts of the Old Testament. The very 
same expression occurs, St. James i. 3, " My breth- 
ren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temp- 
tations, knowing this, that the trial of your faith 
workcth patience!' 

Experience?^ That is, '* the actual proof of the re- 
ality of your Faith." (Compare 2 Cor. ii. 9, xiii. 3 ; 
Phil. ii. 22.) ** Affliction, borne sweetly and pa- 
tiently, tests your Faith, which might otherwise 
deceive you ; and then you may have the more 
reasonable hope." Does not this sufficiently dis- 
prove the notion that true faith is a peculiar kind 
of feeling or process in the heart, bringing with 
it its own evidence ? For, were it so, there would 
be no occasion for affliction and patience to attest 
a man's faith to himself 

Hope maketh not ashamed^ That is, disappoints 
not. See ch. ix. 33, and x. 11, from Isaiah xxviii. 
16, "Whosoever believeth on Him shall not be 
ashamed;" shall not find himself put to that con- 
fusion which men endure when their chief trusts 
fail. The reasoning here seems to be, That this 
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hope, thus confirmed by affliction well endured, can- 
not disappoint we know, first, by the gift of the 
Holy Spirit, shed abroad in our hearts, as an 
earnest of the love of God (ver. 5) ; and secondly, 
by the consideration of what our Lord endured 
for us while we were yet aliens from Him (vers. 
6 — 10). 

Is sfud abroad^ '* He says not simply, It was 
given, but, It was sited abroad in our hearts; inti- 
mating the abundance of the gift. For He gave 
not heaven, and earth, and sea, but that which 
was more precious than all these, — that which made 
us angels instead of men, sons of God, and breth- 
ren of Christ; that is to say. He gave us the 
Holy Ghost. Now, were it not His will, our 
trial being over, to bestow on us some most glo- 
rious crown. He would not, before our trial, have 
endowed us with so great a blessing ^" — (Compare 
Eph. i. 14; where the Holy Spirit is called the 
earnest of our in/ieritance) , 

(Ver. 6.) For when we were yet without strength^ 
in due time Christ died for t/ie ungodly. 

Wit/tout strength^ Sick, weak, and helpless; 
in our natural condition. 

In du£ time.'] According to the Prophets. 

(Ver. 7.) For scarcely for a rigliteous man will 
one die : yet peradventure for a good man some would 
eve7i dare to die. 

For scarcely^ As if he had written, " I say, 
For the ungodly ; for it is much if any one submit 
to death even for a righteous person." (I make 
this allowance, because, now and then, we do see 

^ St. Chrysostom, Ninth Homily onEp. to Rom., § 3. 
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people sacrificing their lives in a good man's 
cause.) 

(Ver. 8.) But God commendeth His love toward us ^ 
in that J while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 

Commendeth.'] So ch. iii. 5, " If our unrighteous- 
ness commend the righteousness of God •/' that is, 
" set it forth to advantage, make it appear the more 
admirable." 

(Ver. 9.) Much more then, being now justified by 
His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. 

From wrath,] Rather, " t/ie wrath," ** the wrath 
to come," I Thess. i. 10. 

(Ver. id.) For if whtPt we were enemies, we were 
reconciled to God by the death of His Son, much more^ 
being reconciled, we s/iall be saved by His life. 

Recofuiled to God,] Compare i Cor. v. 18 — 20. 

(Ver. II.) Aftd not only so, but we also joy in 
God through our Lord yesus Christ, by Whom we 
liave now received t/ie atonement. 

And not only so, but we also joy, &c^ The con- 
struction is, ** We shall be saved, being reconciled, 
&c. ;" (as in ver. 10), "and not only reconciled, but 
also rejoicing, exulting, having a cheerful hope in 
God, &c." The Apostle recurs to the same two 
blessings which he had mentioned in the beginning 
of the chapter as the result of justification, — Peace 
with God (ver. i), which is the same with recon- 
ciliation here; and Joy, or glorying, in hope, con- 
firmed (among other things) by trouble patiently 
endured (ver. 2, 3). 

The atonement,] That is, '' the reconciliation " 
aforesaid : for atonement and reconciliation are the 
same word in the original ; and " to atone," in old 
English, means "to set at one those who disagree." 

K 
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Observations on § III. 12. (Ch. v. ver. i — 11.) 

The foundation being thus laid, — that all who receive 
God's pardon receive it by Faith only without works, that 
is, through the merits of our Saviour only, and not through 
any desert of their own, — St. Paul proceeds to point out 
some of the privileges resulting from that gracious dis- 
pensation. 

Now there are persons who look on it as the very first 
and chiefest of those privileges, that the person pardoned 
is assured, not only of his present interest in the Gospel, 
common to him with all Christians, but of his own final, 
everlasting salvation. Let us see how this doctrine agrees 
with the Apostle's way of speaking here. For this is the 
place where, of all others, one might expect a clear and 
distinct account of such assurance, supposing it a certain 
result and token of Justification. Here, where St. Paul 
is expressly enlarging on the happy and comfortable fruits 
of Justification, if absolute personal assurance be wanting, 
which, if real, would naturally be the very first mentioned, 
surely there arises a strong presumption that such assu- 
rance ought not to be insisted on as a necessary token of 
our being in a good way. 

What, then, is the fact ? In the first place, the ex- 
pressions are all general : " We have peace with Grod," 
" We have access by faith," " We rejoice in hope," &c. 
We, i.e. the whole body of Christians, as such; we, of 
whom the next chapter fully proves, that we are still in 
danger of continuing in sin, of letting it rule in our mortal 
body, of yielding our members as instruments of unright- 
eousness. Such warnings and cautions would be needless, 
if a man's future conduct and condition were made sure 
to him from the first moment of justification. 

Surely in this, as in all other points, the advice of the 
Church of England is sound and Scriptural, "We must 
receive God's promises, as they be generally set forth to 
us in holy Scripture;" not greatly anxious about ap- 
propriating them to ourselves in any other way than by 
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following "that will of God, which we have expressly 
declared unto us in God's word." 

In the next place, St. Paul says here, that the joy, or 
thankfulness of heart, which naturally belongs to a Chris- 
tian's condition, is a joy felt "in hope of the glory of 
God," or "in hope of God's final approbation." Now, 
as the same St. Paul tells us a little further on (ch. viii. 24), 
" Hope that is seen is not hope ; for what a man seeth, 
why doth he yet hope for .?" The very notion of Hope, 
then, excludes that absolute certainty, which puts away 
all fear, and admits no chance of falling away. 

Further ; absolute positive assurance admits of no con- 
firmation or increase : but the joy which St. Paul de- 
scribes here is increased and confirmed by patient en- 
durance of affliction. Patient endurance is a practical 
proof or trial, appointed to satisfy the conscience more 
and more, that the faith of the sufferer is genuine, and 
his hope such as will not disappoint him. 

Who does not see at once that this is a very different 
state of mind from what some are taught to imagine and 
long for, both in themselves and in others, a state of mind 
in which people seem to themselves as certain of their 
future salvation as they are of their present existence ? 
St. Paul's joy and glory, as represented in these verses, 
was far unlike this. It was a sober conviction of God's 
merciful purpose towards him, gradually strengthening 
with his patient continuance in well-doing. 

Does any one think that his faith is more genuine than 
the faith of St, Paul, or that he has a right to expect 
a more comfortable hope than his? Why, then, should 
not Christians be content to measure their faith by their 
patient endurance, and other good works, as St. Paul did ? 
Such a view may not at first sight overpower and dazzle, 
like the notion of absolute certainty. But, as it clearly 
tends to make men more watchful and humble, so, in the 
end, it will be found more cheering and consoling ; not 
leading us to force ourselves into unnatural postures of 
mind, nor to keep up excitement of any sort ; but sus- 

K 2 
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taining and impelling us continually in the plain path 
of duty, which, after all, must be the only path of comfort 
and salvation. 

Nor is this view at all inconsistent with the strong expres- 
sions of many good men, implying a kind of certainty of 
salvation, especially towards the latter part of their lives. 
Their certainty was still no more than a reasonable and 
assured hope. For Hope may be in all shades and de- 
grees, from the sense of a faint possibility, such as is ex- 
pressed in the Burial Service over the grave of such an 
one as may have repented for aught we know, to the 
joyful anticipation of an Apostle on the eve of mar- 
tyrdom : " I have fought a good fight, I have finished 
my course, I have kept the faith; henceforth there is 
laid up for me a crown of righteousness." Yet the same 
Apostle, a while before, felt it needful to keep in remem- 
brance the possibility of his being " a castaway," and to 
take precautions accordingly. 

Doubtless, it is safer for ordinary Christians to imitate 
him in that sober, self-denying carefulness, rather than to 
aspire eagerly after his last triumphant assurance. Neither 
in this, nor in any other respect, is it well to seek too 
much of Heaven on earth. They who do so, are always 
in more or less danger of having their reward in earth and 
not in Heaven. 

§ III. 13. 

Correspondence between the Manner of our Fall in Adam^ and that 
of our Recovery by Jesus Christ (Ch. v. ver. 12 — 21). 

(Vers. 12 — 21.) Wherefore, as by one man sin 
entered into tlu world, and death by sin ; and so death 
passed upon all men, for tliat all Itave sinned: 

{For until tlu Law sin was in t/te world: but sin is 
not imptited wlien titere is no law. 

Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, 
even over tliem that had not sinned after the similitude 
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of Adanis transgression, who is the figure of Him 
that was to come. 

But not as the offence , so also is the free gift. For 
if through the offence of one many be dead, much more 
the grcue of God, and the gift by grace, which is by 
one Man, yesus Christ, hath abounded unto many. 

And not as it was by one tJiat sinned, so is t/te gift : 
for the judgment wa^ by one to condemnation, but t/ie 
free gift is of many offences unto justification. 

For if by one man's offence death reigned by one ; 
mtuh m^re tJiey which receive abundance of grcue and 
of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by 
one, yesus Christ.) 

TJterefore as by the offence of one judgment came 
upon all men to condemnation ; even so by t/te right- 
eousness of one the free gift came upon all m^n unto 
justification of life. 

For as by one man's disobedience many were made 
sinners, so by t/ie obedience of one shall many be 
made righteous. 

Moreover tlie law entered, that tlie offence might 
abound. But where sin abounded, grace did mtuh 
more abound: 

That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might 
grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life by 
yesus Christ our Lord. 

This difficult passage follows, by way of general 
remark and deduction, from the view which had 
just been given of Justification by Faith and the 
privileges resulting thereon. It is one of the many 
places where it is peculiarly necessary to remember 
that St Paul is writing a Letter, not a Treatise 
regularly arranged. We must expect, therefore, 
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that he should occasionally interrupt himself, and 
insert explanations and remarks, such as a modem 
writer would subjoin in a note. The thirteenth and 
fourteenth verses of this chapter, as also the twen- 
tieth and twenty-first, appear to be insertions of 
this kind. 

The course and order of the whole section may 
perhaps be truely stated as follows (ver. 12). "It 
appears, by what has been said, that there is a mys- 
terious correspondency between the manner in which 
Sin and Death entered in, and prevailed in the 
world," (upon which prevalence, vers. 13, 14, is 
a note) ; " and the manner in which God vouchsafes 
to redeem and sanctify us: nay,*' (vers. 15 — 17) 
it is much more than correspondency. The favour 
of God, through Christ, and the effects of that 
favour, do more than answer to the curse on Adam, 
and effects of the Fall. Therefore (vers. 18, 19), 
the Apostle limits the comparison, for the present, to 
the circumstance that it was one Act^ of one Person^ 
which led to the whole in each of the two trans- 
actions : in other words, that Adam and Christ 
Jesus were respectively the Sureties and Repre- 
sentatives of all mankind. 

As to the twentieth and twenty-first verses, they 
are evidently a kind of note likewise, to sum up 
briefly the purpose and effect of the Law, how it 
also magnifies God's mercy in the whole scheme 
of Justification as before explained. 

Cam^ hUo the world.'] See Wisdom of Solomon, 
ii. 24, ''Through envy of the Devil death came 
into the world." This was written, most probably, 
before the birth of our Saviour, and may shew 
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how the Jewish Converts at Rome, to whom espe- 
cially St. Paul was writing, had been used to think 
of Adam's fall, before they were Christians. 

For that.'] Rather, " on condition of which," " at 
the risk of which." All sinned, under the certain 
peril of death, the declared wages of sin, passing 
upon them. And death did pass upon them ac- 
cordingly ; as had been foretold in Gen. ii. 1 7, " In 
the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely 
die." 

All have sinned.'] Compare c. iii. 23, ^' All Jiave 
simtedy and come short of the glory of God." 

The thirteenth and fourteenth verses appear to 
be what we should call a Note on the last clause of 
ver. 12. "Death passed upon all men, at the peril 
of which all men sinned. All, I say, sinned, at the 
known risk of the penalty of Death. How does 
that appear ? Because, except where Law (which 
implies moral government, and of course a penalty), 
is known, sin is not accounted sin, properly speak- 
ing. But, that it is accounted sin in all mankind 
appears by the actual infliction of the penalty. 
Death ; even upon those who would seem, at first 
sight, least liable to such penalty : — upon the ge- 
neration between Adam and Moses, which had 
no covenant so expressly revealed for them to 
sin against, as Adam had revealed to him in 
Paradise." 

Unto the Law.] Rather, " as far as Law reach- 
ed ;" meaning, that if there be any persons, or any 
portions of human life, to which Law does not 
reach, in them there can be no sin, properly so 
called; sin being, as is defined by St. John (i Ep. 
iii. 4), '* The Transgression of the Law." See be- 
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fore, ch. iv. 15, "Where no Law is, there is no 
transgression." St. Paul is not speaking in this 
verse of the Law of Moses only, but of all declara- 
tions of God s will, natural or revealed. 

Of Adam's transgression.'] The sinners between 
Adam and Moses sinned least in the likeness of 
Adam, because they had not the Word of God, 
forbidding what they did, under pain of His wrath, 
so distinctly revealed to them, as Adam had before, 
and as Jews and Christians have since. 

A Figure of Him that was to come."] That is, of 
our Saviour, who is called, " the last Adam," and 
"the second Man" (i Cor. xv. 45, 47). In what 
sense was Adam a Figure of our Lord ? " Be- 
cause," says St. Chrysostom, ** as Adam caused 
death to all who sprang of him, though not them- 
selves partakers of the forbidden fruit ; so Christ, 
to all who are of Him, though in their past lives 
unrighteous, is become a warrant and surety of 
righteousness, His free gift to us all by His 
Cross." 

But not as tfie offence, so also is tJie free gift."] 
Observe here the unaffected earnestness of the 
Apostle, stopping short, as it were, and correcting 
himself. For thus the sentence runs, connecting 
it with ver. 1 2. " As by one man sin and death 
came into the world, and passed unto all men ; 
so — nay, not exactly so — Not as the offence, so also 
the free gift. Not exactly so, but in much greater 
perfection. Of which greater perfection one mark 
is what is mentioned, ver. 16, that, whereas one 
offence was enough to cause the Fall, the Restora- 
tion was after numberless offences. Another (ver. 
17), That the reign of pardoned sinners in Life, 
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through Christ, is much more complete than the 
reig^ of Death, by Adam. 

The Grace of GodJ] That is, Pardon and Jus- 
tification ; " the gift by grcLce'' that is, " the Holy 
Ghost given unto us" (ver. 5). For that is called 
eminently, ** The gift of God," Acts viii. 20 ; com- 
pare Acts X. 45, xi. 17. In Eph. iii. 7, it is, "The 
gift of the grace of God ;" in Heb. vi. 4, it is, " The 
heavenly gift." 

Not as it was by one tfiat sinned, so is tJie giftJ] 
Here St. Paul, like one writing eagerly, leaves out 
several words, to be supplied by the common sense 
of the reader. The whole meaning of this clause 
not being, " Not exactly as t/ie condemnation came 
by one that sinned, so did the gift com£ by one that 
was righteous;' but in a way to set forth God*s 
mercy still more wonderfully, which the latter part 
of the verse explains. 

T/ie judgment was by one."] That is, by one of- 
fence, namely, Adam's one act, in tasting the fruit 
of the forbidden tree. 

By one man's offence death reigned by one.] In 
consequence of the transgression of Adam, death 
reigned over all, derived through the same Adam 
as the Father of all men. 

The Offence of one . . . tfie Righteousness of one.] 
Rather, as it is in the margin, " by one offence . . . 
by one righteousness ^ 

Were m.ade sinners."] Properly, ** were broug/U 
into court',' as it were ; " were presented before t/ieir 
yudge as sinners." The same word, in Acts xvii. 
15, stands for ''conducted ;" in Heb. v. i, for ''or- 
dained;" implying in each case something formal 
and official. 
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The Law."] Rather, Law^ omitting the Article : 
That is, not simply the Law of Moses, but any posi- 
tive Rule of Conduct whereof God is known to 
be Author. The apparent result of such a rule, 
introduced among creatures so sadly fallen as we 
are, might be merely to multiply offences ; and no 
doubt was so in many cases. So much the more 
entire and signal was the triumph of Grace by Jesus 
Christ over the sin and guilt of disobeying known 
rules, as well as over the sin and guilt inherited 
by all mankind from Adam. 

Entered^ Literally, *' came in by-the-bye." In 
Gal. ii. 4, the same word stands for " came in pri- 
vily." Here it implies that what is after mentioned, 
namely, the multiplying of offences, was something 
by-tke-byey not the intent of the Law, 

That the offence might aboufid.^ The word " t/iat^*' 
here, as in many places, denotes the result^ not the 
purpose, of what was done. As we say in common 
discourse, " Such a person went to such a place 
to dier not meaning that he intended to die there, 
but that such was actually tJie event of his going. 
An instance may be found, St. Matt. ii. 23, ** Joseph 
went and dwelt at Nazareth, that it miglit be ful- 
Jilled -which, was spoken by the Prophets :" not that 
he was thinking of the Prophecies, but he acted 
so that they were fulfilled. So here : the word 
" that" points out not the purpose but the effect of 
any divine Laws or Rules which might be laid on 
man in his lost state. The restclt would be, that 
sin would more abound. But from this, God took 
occasion to magnify the more His grace and mercy. 

Through Righteousness^ There seems something 
very emphatical in the introduction of these words : 
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implying that Christ saves us not in but from 
our sins. 

Observations on § III. 13. 

Of Original Sin. 

It is somewhat remarkable that in this Epistle, where 
St. Paul treats so much at large of the method of our sal- 
vation by Christ, he should go on so far before introducing 
the subject of Original Sin. 

For first, he humbles the whole world by his unanswer- 
able reproof of actual Sin. Then in the Name of Jesus 
Christ he offers the only way of deliverance. And not 
till after tliat does he recall to our thoughts the source 
of our corruption, and our natural impotency for good. 

This order of teaching, so carefully observed by the 
Apostle, would seem to shew how men should order their 
meditations on the great truths of the Christian System ; 
and how teach others (if such there be) for whose in- 
struction they are responsible : Not to dwell, first and 
chiefly, on natural impotency, but on actual guilt : To 
acknowledge, indeed, with deep humiliation, that we are, 
one and all, born in iniquity; yet to bear in mind con- 
tinually that, in our Lord and Saviour Christ Jesus, to 
Whom we are united by Holy Baptism, we have a present 
and effectual antidote to the mischief with which we are 
tainted. Thus, never separating in our thoughts Adam 
from Christ, the disease from the remedy, our own frailty 
from the power of Him Who is pledged to be our Strength 
and Protection, we shall neither forget our original sinful- 
ness, nor make it an excuse for actual sin. 

For these are the two opposite errors into which men 
are apt to fall. Some of us at all times, and almost all 
of us, with regard to those sins to which we feel no par- 
ticular inclination, are disposed to make light of the fault 
and infection born in our souls and bodies. It is good, 
then, for all to be continually reminding themselves of 
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it ; and, with good Bishop Wilson, seriously to pray God 
that He would " give us a true knowledge of ourselves, 
of the corruption of our nature, and of the necessity of 
His gracious help to save us from ruin." 

On the other hand, by a strange perverseness, when 
those sins come in our way to which we are so evidently 
inclined, that we cannot hide our ill tendency from our- 
selves, we are presently too apt to begin thinking of our 
original corruption, not as a ground of wholesome fear, 
but as a sort of excuse to quiet our consciences, and re- 
concile us to our own presumptuous sins. 

There is always a deceiver at hand to help us in thus 
deceiving ourselves ; to come in with such sayings as these : 
'* Every man has his fault," " It is all in vain trying to be 
perfect," "We are born in a wicked world, and cannot 
go out of it," and the like. 

Now the simple and short answer to all this is, that, 
whatever may be said of unregenerate Heathens, bap- 
tized Christians are in that condition, in which it is ex- 
pressly promised, that, however sin may have abounded, 
grace shall much more abound. That is, however corrupt 
they may be, the Holy Spirit, offered in Christ's Ordi- 
nances, is more than able to purify and strengthen them. 
Thus every mouth is stopped, and the whole world of 
impenitent Christians especially made guilty before God. 

How stands the case in regard of bodily disease, the 
punishment and effect of sin ? A man's constitution has 
some hereditary taint : how will common sense direct him 
to deal with himself? To neglect the unsound tendency 
altogether, and just behave as if nothing at all were the 
matter with him ? Or, if he cannot help thinking of it, 
yet to take liberties prejudicial to his health, under the 
pretence that, be he never so careful, the constitutional 
infirmity cannot be entirely cured > Nay, but to use all 
reasonable care in the way of watching, precaution, and 
palliation ; that he may pass his time, if not in ease, yet 
in as little distress as possible. 

It is much the same in regard of the soul's health ; 
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except that the matter at issue is eternal, and that a cer- 
tain and perfect recovery is offered, if the sick man will 
but persevere in obeying his infallible Physician. 



§iv. 

Of Sanctification by the Holy Spirit, the next intended 
Result of Justification (Ch. vi. i — viii. 39). 

I. Sanctification enforced as a Duty ^first^ from the Typical Deaths 
which all Christians undergo in Baptism (Ch. vi. i — 14). 

(Ver. I.) What shall we say then? Shall we 
continue in sin, that grace may abound ? 

Tliat grcu:e may abound?^ This expression is re- 
peated from the twentieth verse of the preceding 
chapter : " Where sin abounded, grace did much 
more abound/' From it, St. Paul takes occasion 
to pass to the next great branch of his subject, the 
necessity of good works in those who are justified ; 
to prevent that abuse, to which in all ages the doc- 
trine of Pardon without Merit has been liable. 

(Ver. 2.) God forbid. How shall we, that are 
dead to sin, live any longer tlierein f 

We who are dead unto j/«.] That is, in respect 
of sin; so ver. lo, "He died unto sin once;" ch. 
vii. 4, " Ye are dead to the Law." The meaning 
is. It is as much out of the question for baptized 
and justified Christians to obey sin, as for a dead 
body to perform the actions of a living one. In 
respect of committing sin, they are to consider them- 
selves dead and helpless, like a corpse. So also 
in Col. iii. 3, "Ye are dead, and your life is hid 
with Christ in God." In these and all similar places, 
not the actual but the natural result of admission 
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into the Christian Covenant is intended : for ex- 
ample, in I St. John iii. 9. 

(Ver. 3.) Know ye not, that so many 0/ us as 
were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into 
His death ? 

Know ye not."] This implies that the Romans, 
and all Christians, might be expected at once to 
enter into the notion of being " dead to sin ;" a no- 
tion which, as the next verse intimates, was care- 
fully taught by the very act of Baptism. 

Baptized into Jesus Christ^ So in Gal. iii. 27, and 
in I Cor. x. 7, we read of the Jews being ** baptized 
unto Moses," that is, admitted by Baptism into 
Communion with Moses and with Christ respect- 
ively. " To be baptized into His death," therefore, 
is " to be introduced by Baptism into a Participa- 
tion of His Death ;" not only by having it imputed 
to us, as it were, for Pardon of our sins, but also 
by actual conformity to it, in our dying to those 
sins for the future. 

(Ver. 4.) Therefore we are buried with Him by 
baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised 
up from the dead by tlie glory of the Father^ even 
so we also should walk in newness of life. 

We are buried with Him by Baptism^ Alluding 
to the original Form of that holy Sacrament, in 
which the baptized person was, as it were, buried 
for a moment under the water, and without delay 
raised again. Comp. Col. ii. 12; and the Baptismal 
Service of the Church of England, " Baptism doth 
represent unto us our profession, which is, to follow 
the example of our Saviour Christ, and to be made 
like unto Him ; that as He died and rose again for 
us, so should we who are baptized die from sin and 
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rise again unto righteousness." The force of such 
passages is much obscured among us by the general 
use of sprinkling instead of immersion, — a thing 
allowed rather than encouraged by the Church. 

By the glory of tlie Fatlier.'] That is, most likely, 
** By His Divine Nature, which He receives of the 
Father, being from all Eternity God of God, Light 
of Light, Very God of Very God." Comp. St. John 
xi. 40, where our Lord, speaking of the Resurrec- 
tion of Lazarus, says, ** Said I not unto thee, that 
if thou wouldst believe, thou shouldst see the glory 
of God f' raising the dead being a work appropri- 
ate to that most glorious Nature. And, therefore, 
Christ's raising Himself (St. John ii. 19) is proof 
of His being Very God. 

Like as Christ . , . so weJ] Compare 2 Tim. ii. 11, 
"If we be dead with Him, we shall also live with 
Him." This St. Paul cites as part of "a faithful 
saying;" that is, not improbably, a proverbial ex- 
pression in use among the Primitive Christians. 

(Ver. 5.) For if we have been planted together in 
the likeness of His deaths we shall be also in the like- 
ness of His restcrrection. 

Plafited together.'] As if he had said, ''grafted 
into Him by the likeness of His death," "by that 
Baptism which resembles His death." 

We shall be also.] Or, " We are to be also" like 
Him, in leading a new life of holiness, by way of 
preparation for a Life of Glory like His in heaven. 

(Ver. 6.) Kfwwhtg this, that our old man is cru- 
cified with Hinty that tlie body of sin might be de- 
stroyedy that henceforth we slwtild not serve sin. 

Our old man.] Our old, merely human, corrupt 
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Nature, such as we inherited it from Adam. Com- 
pare Ephes. iv. 22; Col. iii. 9. 

Crtuified with Him7\ So Gal. ii. 20, " I am cru- 
cified with Christ; nevertheless I live, yet not 
I, but Christ liveth in me;" meaning that by the 
Virtue of Christ's Cross and Holy Spirit, com- 
municated to us in Baptism, we have power to 
overcome sinful tendencies, so that sin shall utterly 
die away in us, and be powerless, like a man cru- 
cified and dead. 

T/ie body of stn.'\ That is, the whole power or 
substance of sin, made up of many bad habits and 
inclinations, as a man's body is of many limbs. 

May be destroyed."] The word properly means, 
" made useless, inefficient, helpless, powerless ;" in 
the Baptism Service it is ^^ abolished,'* where after 
the Baptism prayer is made, according to the mean- 
ing of this verse, for the child or person just bap- 
tized, " that he, being dead unto sin, and living unto 
righteousness, and being buried with Christ in His 
death, may crucify the old man, and utterly abolish 
the whole body of sin ; and that, as he is made 
partaker of the death of the Son of God, so he 
may be partaker of His resurrection." 

(Vers. 7, 8.) For he that is dead is freed from 
sin. 

Now if we be dead with Christ , we believe thai we 
sfiall also live with Him, 

These two verses seem to run into each other, 
thus, "He who is dead is in any case free from sin ; 
but we who are dead with Christ trust also to live 
again in righteousness with Him." 

Is freed,] This word is in opposition to " serv- 
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ing sin," or '* being the slave of sin/' in the verse 
before. 

(Ver. 9.) Knowing tliat Christ being raised from 
the dead dieth no more ; death hath no more dominion 
over Him. 

Death hath no more dominion over Him^ "Is 
no longer His Lord and Master." The figure 
of speech from slavery being kept up, as in vers. 
6, 7. 

(Ver. id.) For in that He died, He died unto 
sin once: but in that He liveth, He liveth unto 
God. 

Once."] " Once for all ; no more to return to 
corruption. In the same sense he says in Heb. 
ix. 27, 28, "It is appointed unto men once to die: 
• . . so Christ was once offered." 

(Ver. 12.) Let not sin therefore reign in your 
mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts 
thereof 

Your mortal body.'] Opposed to the glorious, 
immortal body of our Lord Jesus Christ, which 
had been mentioned just before, vers. 9, 10. See 
the like opposition, with the like stress upon the 
word mortal, ch. viii. 11, and 2 Cor. iv. 11. 

Thereof] That is, of the body. The desires of 
the mortal body are the most prevailing instru- 
ments by which sin contrives to subdue Christians 
to slavery again. " Purity^' is the great point on 
which evangelical freedom depends. 

(Ver. 13.) NeitJier yield ye your members as in-- 
struments of unrighteousness unto sin : but yield 
yourselves unto Gody as those tlmt are alive from 

L 
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the dead, and your members as instruments of right- 
eousness unto God. 

Yield.'] Or " present" The word in the origfinal 
has especial reference to a person's appearing be- 
fore a superior. So 2 Tim. ii. 15, *' Study to shew 
thyself approved unto God;" Col. i. 28, "That 
I may present every man perfect;" and see be- 
low, vers. 16, 19, "Let not sin, but God, be the 
Master, to whom, as servants anxious to be ap- 
proved, you present your members and your whole 
selves." 

(Ver. 14.) For sin shall not have dominion over 
you : for ye are not under the law, but under grace. 

Shall not have dominion?] Or, is not to be your 
master and owner. See ver. 9. 

Ye are not under the Law, but und^r grace!] Not 
under a dispensation which only gives you know- 
ledge of right and wrong, without giving you the 
grace of the Holy Spirit to do right. You have, 
or may have, that grace; therefore, it is in vain 
for you to plead that you are serving a hard 
Master against your will. You are delivered from 
that yoke which your Fathers were not able to 
bear. 

The following is in short the substance of this 
whole section : — 

Ver. I. The possible abuse of Justification is 
answered, (ver. 2), by considering the Christian's 
Death unto Sin, which (ver. 3) takes place at, and 
is signified by, Baptism : which Baptism implies 
(vers. 4, 5) a typical Resurrection too, upon con- 
sideration (vers. 6, 7), first, of the abolition of the 
tyranny of Sin implied in the typical Death, and 
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(vers. 8 — ii) secondly, of the Death of Christ, into 
which we are baptized, being a death once for 
all, and his Life, an eternal one. Vers. 12, 13 
are an earnest exhortation to live in purity, ac- 
cording to this faith ; (ver. 14) the excuse of 
inability to resist temptation being now completely 
gone. 

[Here the MS. breaks off.] 
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PROCESSIO SPIRITUS SANCTI. 

The Doctrine of the Procession of ttie Holy Gfiost. 



The critical words in this controversy are : — 

a. iKTropeveadaiy which is used only twice of the 
Holy Spirit; first in St. John xv. 26 : — 

Srap Si ekO-Q 6 IIapdic\7iT0^, hv iya> irSfiipw ifitv irapa rov 
Harpo^j TO Hvevfia rrjs aXfjOeias, 8 iraph rov Ilarpo^ 
ixTTopeverai, ixelvo? fuzprvpijaei irepl ifiov. 

When the Comforter is come, whom I wi/l send unto ^oufrom the 
Father, even the Spirit of truth which proceedeth from the Father, 
He shall testify of Me, 

And again in Rev. xxii. i : — 

KCLi iSei^e p,oi naOapov Trorafiov vSaro^ ^ci>V99 Xafiirpov ws 
/cpvaraWov, ixTropevofievov ix rov Opovov tov Oeov 
Koi TOV 'Apviov. 

And he shewed nu a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, 
proceeding out of the throtu of God and of the Lamb, 

That this last means the Holy Spirit, see St. 
John vii. 38, 39 : — 

TTOTafioi €K T^9 KoCKla9 avTov peuaovaiv vBaro^ ^&pto9, 
TovTo Se ehre irepl tov UvevfiaTO^. 

Out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. But this 

He spake of the Spirit 

fi. irveviia itself; which, spoken of the Persons 
of the Holy Trinity, one amongst another, must 
be understood to indicate a real Personal Relation, 
I suppose; just as much as the words, Tioy, or 
llaT7)p. So that the Spirit of the Son is as truly 
and properly ** breathed" out from the Son, as the 
Son is ** begotten" of the Father. That which 
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invalidates the eternal *'spiration" of the One, 
would seem to invalidate the eternal "filiation" 
of the Other. 

If this be correct, then all passages which repre- 
sent the Holy Ghost as the Spirit of Christ declare 
Him to proceed eternally from Christ. See, for 
example, Rom. viii. 9 : — 

vfiets Si ov/c iari iv aap/el, a\X* iv Trvevfiarc, et'rrep Ilvevfta 
Oeov olxet iv vfilv. el Se ris Ilpevfia Xpiarov oitK e^ei, 
dnos ovie Sartp avrov. 

But ye are not in the fleshy but in the Spirit ^ if so be that the Spirit 
of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of 
Christy he is none of His. 

Gal. iv. 6 : — 

OTi hk iare viol, i^airia-reiXep 6 Oeos to Ilpevfia rov Tlov 
avTov et9 T^9 Kophia^ vfi&p, tcpd^ov, ^Afifia 6 Ilan^p, 

And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son 

into your hearts, crying, Abba^ Father, 

I St. Pet. i, 1 1 : — 

ip€VP&PT€^ ek rlva tj irolov Kacpop iBi^Xov to ip 
avTOK Ilpevfia Xptarov. 

Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ 

which was in them did signify, 

St. John XX. 22 : — 

#cai toOto ehrmf, ive<f>v<rr)a€, KaX X4y€i avrots' 
Xdfiere IIv€Vfia ayiop. 

And when He had said this. He breathed on them, and saith unto 

them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost. 

And, perhaps, 

St. John xiv. 17 ; xv. 26 ; xvi. 13. 

Acts ii. 17, 18, 33 (cf. Joel ii. 28, 29); v. 9 ; viii. 39; xv. 8 
(cf. i. 24, for icapbiayva<mj£ applied to Christ) ; 

I Cor. ii. II (cf. ver. 16) ; 2 Cor. iii. 17 3 2 Thess. ii. 8. 
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y. Aia (with a genitive) : — 
St John i. 3, i7(?): — 

iripra St airrov iyivero . . . ij x^P^^ '^^^ V oXf)0€ia 
Sia 'Irfaov Xpiarov iyivero. 

All things were made by Him .... grace and truth came 

by Jesus Christ, 

Acts i. 2 : — 

ipT€iXdfi€vo^ T0t9 airoaToXot^ Sia Tlvcvfiaros 'Aylov. 

After that He, through the Holy Ghost y had given commandments 

unto the Apostles, 

Rom. V. 16 — 19 : — 

is Sc* €v6^ afiapTri<TavT09 . . ovT(a koX Si* ivo^ SLKaia>fiaro9. . . 
As by one that sinned , * , so by the obedience of Ofie, . . . 

I Cor. viii. 6 : — 

^Jfj(rov9 Xpiarbsf St* ov ra 'iravra, xal 'qfiet^ Si axnov, 
Jesus Christy by whom are all things^ and we by Him, 

Gal. IV. 7 : — 

KX/qpovop^os Oeov Sia Xpiarov. 
An heir of God^ through Christ, 

Eph. ii. 1 8 : — 

SC avTov eypfiev rrjv TrpoaayoDyijv. 
Tlirough Him we have access. 

Col. i. 1 6 : — 

tA Travra SC airrov xal ek avrbv l/cTioTai, 
All things were created by Him and for Him, 

Titus lii. 6 : — 

IIvevfiaTOs ayioVy ov i^iyeev i(f> ^/jlu^ ifKovaltos StA 

*l7faov XpiOTOV, 

The Holy Ghost, which He shed on us abundantly through 

Jesus Christ, 

&C., &C. 
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These expressions are allowed to prove that all 
the graces and gifts of the Holy Ghost, and the 
Holy Ghost Itself, so far as It is a grace and 
gift, flow down to us from the Father through 
the Son. 

But there is an allowed analogy, or rather con- 
gruity, between the mutual relations of the Persons 
of the Blessed Trinity one amongst another, and 
the order in which They communicate Themselves 
to us. 

As the Holy Ghost, then, is the gift of the Father 
by the Son, there is a congruity in that interpre- 
tation of the former sets of passages, which sup- 
poses Him to have His Being, i.e. to proceed^ 
from the Father by the Son ; which is what I sup- 
pose to be meant by the Latin form of the Nicene 
Creed. 

The olKOPOfila points, as it were, to the deoXoyia. 
(See a like argument in Hooker, E. P. 1. v. c. 51, 

§3'). 

Thus He will be strictly the Third Person, as 

the Son is the Second Person, by a kind of subor- 
dination which does not prejudice His equality. 

This is offered for a taste of our Scriptural argu- 
ment. For testimonies of the Fathers I will in- 
stance but in four : — St. Augustine, for the Latins ; 
St. Athanasius, St. Cyril, and St. Basil, for the 
Greeks. 

• ** And if some cause be likewise required why rather to this end and pur- 
pose the Son than either the Father or the Holy Ghost should be made man, 
could we, which are born the children of wrath, be adopted the sons of God 
through grace, any other than the natural Son of God being Mediator between 
God and us?'' 
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o. See in St. Augustine (inter alia) : — 

Tiract in Joan., 99, § 6 — 9. 

Contra Maximin. Arian., lib. 2, c. 14, § i. 

De Trin., lib. 4, c. 29 ; lib. 5, c 12 ; lib. 15, 45 — ^47. 

fi. St. Athanasius (or rather, St, Dionysius of 
Alexandria) : — 

De SententiA Dionysii^ § 17, t L 255 A., Ed. Ben. Paris, 
1698. (This strikes me as a very decisive passage). 

St. Athanasius himself: — 

Expositio Fideiy § 4, p. 102 A. 

Orat. 3, contra Arian,, § 24. 

Ad Sera/., I. Ep., § i, p. 648 B, 649 B, D ; § 6, p. 653 
C; § 12, p. 661 C, D; § 14, p. 663 B; {Per Contr,, 
§ 16, p. 665 B); § 19; § 20, p. 669 B, C, D; § 21, 
ibid. Ej § 23, p. 671 {hih roC tXov iv Ty Hvev^Ti) ; § 24, 

p. 673 B; (Image of the Son) C; § 25, ibid. Ej § 26, 

P- 675 C; (liiov rov Aoyov) 676 A, C; («Vi, bia, iv) ibid. 

F, §28; §30; §32. 
Ad Serap., III. Ep., § i, p. 691 B; § 3, p. 692 D; § 4, 

P- 693 D ; § 5, p. 694 D ; § 6, p. 695 B. 
Ad Serap,y IV. Ep., § 3, D, E. 

y. St. Cyril (Alex.) : — 

Synod. Ep. ad Nestorium, § 10; and St CyriPs DecL ap. 

Theodoret, torn. v. 44 (ed. Schulze, 1774); Anathema ix,; 

{Per Contr,, Theodoret, ibid. p. 47) ; St. Cyril, Defens,, 

ibid. p. 48. 
In/oan,y lib. X. t. iv. p. 910 A — p. 911 D. 
De S, Trin, Dial, t v. p. 654 C, D ; p. 655 A; p. 669 E; 

p. 671 C; p. 672 A, Bj (E ?) ; p. 674 E ; p. 675 D; 

Dial, vii., p. 639 B, C, D ; Dial, vii., p. 634 C ; p. 637 

A; p. 639 C, D, E; p. 640 D; p. 642 B; p. 647 D, 

Ej p. 656 B (?); p. 657 C, D; p. 658 A. 

8. St. Basil : — 

De Spiritu Sancto, c. xvi. t iii. p. 31 C ; c xvii. p. 36 E; 
c. xviii. p. 38 C and E; p. 39 A; c. xxvL p. 53 E (ed. 
Paris, 1630). 
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ST. AUGUSTINE. 

Trad, injoan,^ 99. 

[Ed. Bened., vol. iii. p. 746, Paris, 1680.] 



§ 6. Hic aliquis forsitan quae- 
rat, utrum et a Filio procedat 
Spiritus Sanctus. Filius enim 
solius Patris est Filius, et Pater 
solius Filii est Pater : Spiritus 
autem Sanctus non est unius 
eorum Spiritus, sed amborum. 
Habes ipsum Dominum dicen- 
tem, Non enim vos esiis gut 
loquimini sed Spiritus Patris 
vestri qui loquitur in vobis : ha- 
bes et Apostolum, Misit Deus 
Spiritum Filii sui in corda vestra, 
Numquid duo sunt, alius Patris 
alius Filii? Absit Unum enim 
corpuSy ait, cum significaret Ec- 
clesiam ; moxque addidit, et 
unus Spiritus, Et vide quo- 
modo illic impleat Trinitatem. 
Sicut vocati estis^ inquit, in una 
spe vocationis vestrce, Unus Do- 
minus ; hic utique Christum 
intelligi voluit : restat ut etiam 
Patrem nominet : Sequitur ergo, 

Una fides y unumBaptizma ; unus 
Deus et Pater omnium^ qui super 



Here, it is likely, some man 
may ask whether the Holy 
Ghost proceedeth also from 
the Son. For the Son is Son 
of the Father alone, and the 
Father is Father of the Son 
alone : but the Holy Ghost is 
not the Spirit of One of Them, 
but of Them both. Thou hast 
the Lord Himself saying, "For 
it is not ye that speak, but the 
Spirit of your Father that speak- 
eth in you" (St Matt. x. 20). 
Thou hast also the Apostle, 
"God hath sent the Spirit of 
His Son into your hearts" (GaL 
iv. 6). Are they two^ one of 
the Father, one of the Son? 
God forbid ! For " one body," 
saith he (Eph. iv. 4 — 6), mean- 
ing the Church, and presently 
adds, "and one Spirit." And 
see how he there fills up the 
Trinity: — "As ye are called," 
saith he, " in one hope of your 
calling; one Lord," — here of 
course he means Christ : it yet 
remains to name the Father; 
he proceeds therefore, — "One 
faith, one baptism, one God 
and Father of all, who is above 
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omnes^ et per omnesy et in omni- 
bus nobis. Cum ergo sicut 
unus Pater, et unus Dominus, 
id est Filius, ita sit et unus 
Spiritus, profecto amborum est : 
quandoquidem dicit ipse Chris- 
tus Jesus, Spiritus Patris vestri 
qui loquitur in vobis ; et dicit 
Apostolus, Misit Deus Spiritum 
Filii sui in corda vestra, Ha- 
bes alio loco eundem Aposto- 
lum dicentem. Si autem Spiri- 
tus ejus qui suscitavit Jesum ex 
mortuisy habitat in vobis; hie 
utique Spiritum Patris intelligi 
voluit ; de quo tamen alio loco 
dicit, Quisquis autem Spiritum 
Christi non habety hie non est 
ejus, £t multa alia sunt tes- 
timonia, quibus hoc evidenter 
ostenditur, et Patris et Filii 
esse Spiritum, qui in Trinitate 
dicitur Spiritus Sanctus. 

§ 7. Nee ob aliud existimo 
ipsum vocari proprie Spiritum \ 
cum etiam si de singulis inter- 
rogemur non possimus nisi et 
Patrem et Filium Spiritum di- 
cere ; quoniam Spiritus est 
DeuSy id est non corpus est 
Deus, sed Spiritus. Quod ergo 
communiter vocantur et sin- 
guli, hoc proprie vocari opor- 



all, and through all, and in us 
all." Seeing, therefore, as there 
is "one Father" and "one 
Lord" (Christ), so there is also 
one Spirit \ without doubt He 
is the Spirit of both : since 
Christ Jesus Himself saith, 
"The Spirit of your Father 
which speaketh in you ;" and 
the Apostle saith, "God hath 
sent the Spirit of His Son into 
your hearts" (Gal. iv. 6). Thou 
hast in another place the same 
Apostle saying, "But if the 
Spirit of Him that raised Jesus 
from the dead dwell in you" 
(Rom. viii. 11); here of course 
he meant the Spirit of the 
Father, of which Spirit how- 
ever he saith in another place, 
" But whoso hath not the Spirit 
of Christ, he is none of His" 
(Rom. viii. 9). And there are 
many other proofs, by which 
that is evidently shewn to be 
the Spirit of the Father and 
the Son, which in the Trinity 
is called the Holy Spirit. 

§ 7. And for no other cause 
do I consider Him to be dis- 
tinctively called Spirit, while, 
if we be questioned concerning 
each Person severally, we can- 
not but affirm both Father and 
Son to be Spirit; since "God 
is a Spirit" (St John iv. 24), 
that is, God is not body, but 
Spirit. What, therefore. They 
each in common are severally 
called, by that name behoved 
He to be called, who is not 
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Processio Spiritiis Sancti, 



tuit eum qui non est unus eo- 
rum sed in quo communitas 
apparet amborum. Cur ergo 
non credamus quod etiam de 
Filio procedat Spiritus Sanctus, 
cum Filii quoque ipse sit Spi- 
ritus? Si enim non ab eo 
procederet, non post resurrec- 
tionem se representans disci- 
pulis suis insufflasset dicens, 
Accipite Spiritum Sanctum. 
Quid enira aliud significavit ilia 
insufflatio, nisi quod procedat 
Spiritus Sanctus et de ipso? 
Ad hoc pertinet etiam illud 
quod de muliere quae fluxum 
sanguinis patiebatur, ait : Tetigit 
me altguisy Ego enim sensi de 
me virtutem exiisse. Nam vir- 
tutis nomine appellari etiam 
Spiritum Sanctum, et eo loco 
clarum est, ubi Angelus dicenti 
Mariae, Quomodofiet istud, quo- 
niam virum non cognosco: re- 
spondit, Spiritus Sanctus super- 
veniet in te^ et Virtus Aitissimi 
obumbrabit tibi: et ipse Domi- 
nus, promittens eum discipu- 
lis ait, Vos autem sedete in civi- 
tate guousque induamini virtute 
ex alto: et iterum, Accipietis, 
inquit, virtutem Spiritus Sancti 
supervenientem in vos: et eritis 



one of Them, but in whom 
appeareth the community of 
both. Then why should we 
not believe that the Holy Ghost 
proceedeth also from the Son, 
seeing the same is Spirit of the 
Son also? For did He not 
proceed from Him, He would 
not, when He presented Him- 
self to His disciples after His 
resurrection, have breathed 
upon them, saying, "Receive 
ye the Holy Ghost" (St John 
XX. 22). For what else did 
that insufflation signify, but 
that the Holy Ghost proceedeth 
from Him also? To this per- 
taineth that also which He 
said concerning the woman who 
had the fliix of blood, " Some 
person hath touched Me, for I 
perceive that virtue is gone out 
of Me" (St. Luke viii. 46). For 
that the Holy Ghost is likewise 
called by that term, "virtue," 
is manifest also in that place 
where, when Mary said, " How 
shall this be, seeing I know no^ 
a man ?" The Angel answered, 
" The Holy Ghost shall come 
upon thee, and the Virtue of 
the Highest shall overshadow 
thee" (St. Luke i. 35). And 
the Lord Himself, promising 
Him to His disciples, saith, 
" But tarry ye in the city, until 
ye be endued with virtue from 
on high" (St. Luke xxiv. 19). 
And again, " Ye shall receive," 
saith He, "the virtue of the 
Holy Ghost coming upon you, 
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mihi testes, De hac virtute cre- 
dendus est dicere evangelista, 
Virtus de illo exibat et sanabat 
omnes* 

§ 8. Si ergo et de Patre et 
de Filio procedit Spiritus Sanc- 
tus ; cur Filius dixit, De Patre 
procedit 7 Cur putas nisi quem- 
admodum ad eum solet referre 
et quod ipsius est, de quo 
et ipse est? Unde illud est 
quod ait, Mea doctrina non 
est mea^ sed ejus qui me misit. 
Si igitur intelligitur hie ejus 
doctrina, quam tamen dixit non 
suam sed Patris j quanto magis 
illic intelligendus est et de ipso 
procedere Spiritus Sanctus, ubi 
sic ait, De Patre procedit, ut 
non diceret De me non pro- 
cedit? A quo autem habet 
Filius ut sit Deus (est enim 
de Deo Deus) ab illo habet 
utique ut etiara de illo pro- 
cedat Spiritus Sanctus ; ac per 
hoc Spiritus Sanctus ut etiam 
de Filio procedat, sicut pro- 
cedit de Patre, ab ipso habet 
Patre. 

§ 9. ♦ ♦ ♦ Spiritus autem 



and ye shall be witnesses unto 
Me" (Acts i. 8). Of this Virtue 
the Evangelist must be believed 
to speak, in saying, "There 
went out Virtue from Him, and 
healed them alL" 

§ 8. If, then, the Holy Ghost 
proceedeth both from the Fa- 
ther and from the Son, where- 
fore said the Son, " Proceedeth 
from the Father"? (St. John xv. 
26). What should be the rea- 
son, thinkest thou, except as 
He is wont to refer what be- 
longeth to Himself to Him from 
whom He hath Himself His 
being? Whence that saying, 
** My doctrine is not Mine, but 
His that sent Me" (St. John 
vii. 16). If, then, it is here 
understood to be His doctrine, 
notwithstanding that He saith 
it is not His, but the Father's ; — 
how much more must we then 
understand the Holy Spirit to 
proceed from Him also, where, 
speaking of the Spirit "pro- 
ceeding from the Father," He is 
careful not to say, Proceedeth 
not from Me ? Now from whom 
the Son hath it that He is God 
(for He is God of God), from 
the same hath He it, that from 
Him also should proceed the 
Holy Ghost ; and consequently 
the Holy Ghost hath it from the 
Father Himself, that He should 
proceed from the Son also, as 
He proceedeth from the Fa- 
ther. 

§ 9. ♦ * ♦ But the Holy 
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Sanctus non de Patre procedit 
in Filium, et de Filio procedit 
ad sanctificandam creaturam; 
sed simul de utroque procedit ; 

quamvis hoc Filio Pater de- 
derit, ut quemadmodum de se, 
ita de illo quoque procedat 



Ghost doth not proceed from 
the Father into the Son, and 
from the Son proceed to the 
creature, to sanctify the same ; 
but proceedeth at once from 
both; albeit it is by the Fa- 
ther's gift to the Son that He 
should proceed as from the Fa- 
ther Himself, so from the Son 
also. 



ST. AUGUSTINE. 

Contra Maximinum Arianum, lib. ii. c. 14, § i. 

[Ed. Bened. (Paris, 1694), tom. viii. p. 703.] 



Quaeris a me, "Si de sub- 
stantia Patris est Filius, de 
substantia Patris est etiam Spi- 
ritus Sanctus, cur unus Filius 
sit, et alius non sit Filius"? 
£cce respondeo sive capias, 
sive non capias. De Patre 
est Filius, de Patre est Spiritus 
Sanctus: sed ille genitus, iste 
procedens : ideo ille Filius est 
Patris, de quo est genitus ; iste 
autem Spiritus utriusque, quo- 
niam de utroque procedit Sed 
ideo cum de illo Filius loque- 
retur, ait, De Patre procedit: 
quoniam Pater processionis ejus 
est auctor, qui talem Filium 
genuit, et gignendo ei dedit ut 
etiam de ipso procederet Spiri- 



You ask me this question : 
"If the Son is of the Sub- 
stance of the Father, and the 
Holy Spirit is also of the Sub- 
stance of the Father, why is 
one a Son, the other not a 
Son?" Here is my answer, 
whether you can take it in or 
no. The Son is of the Father, 
the Holy Ghost is of the Fa- 
ther; but the former as be- 
gotten, the latter as proceed- 
ing: therefore the one is the 
Son of the Father, of Whom 
He is begotten; the other is the 
Spirit of each, since He pro- 
ceedeth from each. But when 
the Son was speaking of Him, 
He said, "He proceedeth from 
the Father," for this reason : — 
because the Father is the author 
of His procession, having be- 
gotten such a Son, and having, 
in begetting Him, given unto 
Him that the Holy Ghost should 
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tus Sanctus. Nam, nisi pro- 
cederet et de ipso, non diceret 
discipulis, Accipite Spiritum 
Sanctum; eumque insufflando 
daret, ut a se quoque procedere 
significans, aperte ostenderet 
flandoy quod spirando dabat 
occulte. 



proceed from Him. For, were 
it not that the Holy Spirit pro- 
ceeded from Him, He would 
not say to His disciples, " Re- 
ceive ye the Holy Ghost ;" and 
bestow Him by breathing, 
meaning by this to shew them 
that He proceeded from Him- 
self also, the breathing being 
the outward sign of that which 
He gave by an inward inspira- 
tion. 



ST. AUGUSTINE. 

De Trinitate^ lib. iv. § 29, being part of c. xx. 

[Ed. Bened. CParis, 1694), t. viii. p. 829.] 



Sicut ergo Pater genuit, Filius 
genitus est: ita Pater misit, 
Filius missus est Sed quem- 
admodum qui genuit et qui 
genitus est; ita et qui misit 
et qui missus est unum sunt; 
quia Pater et Filius unum sunt 
Ita etiam Spiritus Sanctus unum 
cum eis est ; quia haec tria 
unum sunt Sicut enim natum 
esse est Filio, a Patre esse; 
ita mitti est Filio, cognosci 
quod ab illo sit £t sicut 
Spiritui Sancto donum Dei esse, 
est a Patre procedere, ita mitti, 
est cognosci quia ab illo pro- 
cedat Nee possumus dicere 
quod Spiritus Sanctus et a Filio 



Therefore, as the Father be- 
gat, and the Son was begotten, 
so the Father sent, and the 
Son was sent But even as He 
who begat and He who is be- 
gotten are one; so He who 
sent and He who was sent are 
one; because the Father and 
the Son are one. So also the 
Holy Spirit is one with Them ; 
because these Three are one. 
For as the being bom is to the 
Son equivalent to being of the 
Father, so the being sent is to 
the Son equivalent to being 
known to be of Him. And as 
to the Holy Spirit, the being 
the gift of God is equivalent to 
proceeding from the Father; 
so the being sent is equivalent 
to being known to proceed from 
Him. Nor can we say that the 
Holy Ghost doth not proceed 
from the Son also ; for it can- 
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Processio Spiriius Sarutu 



non procedat : neque enim 
frustra idem Spiritus et Patris 
et Filii Spiritus dicitur. Nee 
video quid aliud significare vo- 
luerit, cum sufflans in faciem 
discipulorum ait, Accipite Spiri- 
tutn Sanctum, Neque ille flatus 
corporeus, cum sensu corpora- 
liter tangendi procedens ex cor- 
pore, substantia Spiritus Sancti 
fuit ; sed demonstratio per con- 
gruam signiflcationem, non tan- 
turn a Patre, sed et a Filio pro- 
cedere Spiritum SanctimL 

♦ ♦ * Quod ergo ait Domi- 
nus, Quern ego mittam vobis a 
Patre; ostendit Spiritum et Pa- 
tris et Filii. Quia etiam cum 
dixisscty Quern mittet Pater^ ad- 
didit, in nomiru meo ; non ta- 
men dixit, Quern mittet Pater 
a me : quemadmodum dixit, 
Quern ego mittam vobis a Patre: 
videlicet ostendens quod totius 
divinitatis, vel, si melius dicitur, 
deitatis, principium Pater est. 
Qui ergo a Patre procedit et 
Filio, ad eum refertur a quo 
natus est Filius. 



not be said in vain that this 
same Spirit is the Spirit both 
of the Father and of the Son. 
Nor do I see what else can be 
the meaning of the passage, 
where breathing on the £ace of 
His disciples. He said, "Re- 
ceive ye the Holy Ghost" We 
do not for one moment mean 
that that bodily breath, palpa- 
ble, and proceeding from the 
Lord's body, was the substance 
of the Holy Ghost ; but it was 
a proof, by way of congruity, 
that the Holy Ghost proceed- 
eth from the Son as well as 
from the Father. 

• • • When therefore the 
Lord said, ** Whom I will send 
unto you from the Father" 
(St. John XV. 26), He shewed 
that He was the Spirit both of 
the Father and of the Son. 
Because, after saying, " Whom 
the Father will send," Jle add- 
ed, "in My name." But He 
said not, "Whom the Father 
will send from Me;" as He 
said, " Whom I will send unto 
you from the Father:" clearly 
indicating that the Father is 
the origin of the whole Divinity, 
or, if the word be preferable, of 
the whole Godhead. He there- 
fore who proceedeth from the 
Father and the Son, is referred 
to Him (as origin) of whom the 
Son is begotten. 
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Ibid., Hb. v. sec. i 
♦ ♦ * Ergo Spiritus Sanctus 
ineffabilis est quaedam Patris 
FUiique communio; et ideo 
fortasse sic appellatur, quia 
Patri et Filio potest eadem ap- 
pellatio convenire. Nam hoc 
ipse proprie dicitur, quod illi 
communiter : quia et Pater 
spiritus et Filius spiritus, et 
Pater sanctus et Filius sanctus. 
Ut ergo ex nomine quod utri- 
que convenit, utriusque com- 
munio significatur, vocatur do- 
num amborum Spiritus Sanc- 
tus. 



2 (cap. xi.), p. 839. 

♦ ♦ ♦ Therefore the Holy 
Ghost is a kind of ineffable 
communion of the Father and 
of the Son ; and therefore per- 
haps derives the name of " Spi- 
rit," because this term may be 
applied equally to Father and 
to Son. For He is properly 
said to be that which They are 
in common : because the Fa- 
ther is spirit, and the Son is 
spirit ; and the Father is holy, 
and the Son is holy. As, there- 
fore, by that name which suits 
each, the communion of each 
with the other is signified, so 
the gift of Both is called the 
Holy Spirit. 



Ibid,, lib. xv. sec. 45, 46, 47, p. 998. 

Mr. Keble refers his reader to all three sections. They 
are too long to be re-produced without abridgement. 

After citing the same Scriptures as were cited in the 
other extracts, to shew that the Holy Ghost is spoken of 
as the Spirit of the Father, and as the Spirit of the Son ; 
and that the Son gave Him to His disciples both on 
Easter Day and on the day of Pentecost ; St. Augustine 
proceeds to reconcile the Scriptures which speak of the 
Son bestowing, with those that speak of Him receiving, the 
Spirit : — 



Propter hoc et Dominus ipse 
Jesus Spiritum Sanctum non 
solum dedit ut Deus, sed etiam 
accepit ut homo; propterea 
dictus et plenus gratii et Spiritu 
Sancto. Et manifestius de illo 



For this reason the Lord 
Jesus Himself not only gave 
the Holy Spirit as God, but 
also received Him as Man : 
wherefore He was said to be 
full of grace and of the Holy 
Spirit (St. John i. 14 ; St. Luke 



M 



1 62 



Processio Spiritus Sancti, 



scriptum est in Actibus Aposto- 
lorum : quoniam unxit eum Deus 
Spiritu Sancto. Non utique 
oleo visibili, sed dono gratise, 
quod visibili signiiicatur un- 
guento quo baptizatos ungit 
Ecclesia. Nee sane tunc unc- 
tus est Christus Spiritu Sancto 
quando super eum baptizatum 
velut columba descendit : tunc 
enim corpus suum, id est, Ec- 
clesiam suam praefigurare dig- 
natus est, in quS, praecipue bap- 
tizati accipiunt Spiritum Sanc- 
tum : sed istd mystici et in- 
visibili unctione tunc intelli- 
gendus est unctus, quando 
Verbum Dei caro factum 
est ♦ ♦ ♦ 

In eo etiam quod de illo 
scriptum est, quod acceperit 
a Patre promissionem Spiri- 
tus sancti et effuderit, utraque 
natura monstrata est, et hu- 
mana scilicet et divina: acce- 
pit quippe ut homo, effudit 
ut Deus. Nos autem accipere 
quidem hoc donum possumus 
pro modulo nostro, effundere 
autem super alios non utique 
possumus; sed ut hoc fiat, 
Deum super eos, a quo hoc 
efficitur, invocamus. 



iv. i). And still more plainly 
is it written of Him in the Acts 
of the Apostles (x. 38), that 
"God anointed Him with the 
Holy Ghost;" not, of course, 
with visible oil, but with the 
gift of grace, which is signified 
by the visible chrism with which 
the Church anoints those who 
are baptized. Nor do we mean 
that Christ was then anointed 
with the Holy Ghost, when the 
Spirit descended on Him as 
a dove at His baptism : for 
then He deigned to prefigure 
His mystical body, that is His 
Church, in which the baptized 
pre-eminently receive the Holy 
Ghost : but we must conceive 
Him to have received that mys- 
tical and invisible unction when 
the Word of God was made 
flesh. * ♦ ♦ 

In the passage where it is writ- 
ten of Him that He received 
from the Father the promised 
gift of the Holy Ghost, and 
shed it forth, each of His two 
natures is exhibited, His human 
and His divine nature ; for He 
received it as Man, and shed 
it as God. Now we can re- 
ceive this gift according to our 
measure ; but pour it forth on 
others, of course we cannot: 
but that this may be done, we 
make our prayer for them to 
God, by whom it is bestowed. 



St. Augustine then shews (§ 47) that neither the Gene^ 
ration of the Son, nor the Procession of the Spirit, are in 
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the sphere of time ; and that we must not apply to the 
Spirit the word begotten (which belongs to the Son alone), 
nor the word unbegotten (which belongs to the Father 
alone). And in the concluding words of the section, he 
again (as above, lib. iv. § 29) carefully reconciles the doc- 
trine of the Double Procession with the doctrine of the 
Monarchia ; as follows : — 



Quapropter, qui potest in- 
telUgere sine tempore genera- 
tionem Filii de Patre, intelligat 
sine tempore procession em Spi- 
ritus Sancti de utroque. £t qui 
potest intelligere in eo quod ait 
Filius, Sicut habet Pater vitam 
in semetipsoy sic dedit Filio vi- 
tam habere in semetipso ; non 
sine viti existenti jam Filio 
vitam Patrem dedisse, sed ita 
eum sine tempore genuisse ut 
vita quam Pater Filio gignendo 
dedit, coaetema sit vitje Patris 
qui dedit; intelligat sicut ha- 
bet Pater in semetipso ut de 
illo procedat Spiritus Sanctus, 
sic dedisse Filio ut de illo pro- 
cedat idem Spiritus Sanctus, et 
utrumque sine tempore; atque 
ita dictum Spiritum Sanction de 
Patre procedere ut intelligatur, 
quod etiam procedit de Filio, 



Wherefore, whoever can un- 
derstand how the generation of 
the Son of the Father is before 
all time, may equally well un- 
derstand how the procession of 
the Holy Spirit from Both, is 
before all time also. And as 
you can understand the passage 
where the Son saith, "As the 
Father hath life in Himself, so 
hath He given to the Son to 
have life in Himself" (St. John 
V. 26), to mean, not that the 
Son was lifeless until the Father 
gave Him life, but that the Fa- 
ther begat Him so indepen- 
dently of all time, that the life 
which the Father gave to the 
Son in begetting Him, was co- 
etemal with the life of the Fa- 
ther who gave it ; so you can 
understand that even as the 
Father hath it in Himself that 
the Spirit should proceed from 
Him, so He granted to the 
Son that this same Spirit should 
proceed from Him also ; and 
in each case independendy of 
time. And again the afiirma- 
•tion that the Holy Spirit pro- 
ceeds from the Father, must be 
understood to mean that the 
fact of His proceeding from 
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de Patre esse Filio. Si enim 
quicquid habet de Patre habet 
Filius, de Patre habet utique 
ut ex illo procedat Spiritus 
Sanctus. Sed nulla ibi tern- 
pora cogitentur, quae habent 
prius et posterius; quia om- 
nino nulla ibi sunt Quomodo 
ergo non absurdissime Filius 
diceretur amborum, cum sicut 
Filio pra&stat essentiam sine 
initio temporis, sine ulla mu- 
tabilitate naturae de Patre ge- 
neratio ; ita Spiritui Sancto prse- 
stet essentiam, sine uUo initio 
temporis, sine uM mutabilitate 
naturas, de utroque processio? 
Ideo enim cum Spiritum Sanc- 
tum genitum non dicamus, di- 
cere tamen non audemus inge- 
nitum, ne in hoc vocabulo vel 
duos Patres in ilia Trinitate, 
vel duos qui non sunt de alio 
quispiam suspicetur. Pater 
enim solus est non de alio, ideo 
solus appellatur ingenitus, non 
quidem in Scripturis, sed in 
consuetudine disputantium, et 
de re tanti sermonem qualem 
valuerint proferentium. Filius 
autem de Patre natus est; et 
Spiritus Sanctus de Patre prin- 
cipaliter, et ipso sine uUo tem- 
poris intervallo dante, commu- 
niter de utroque procedit Di- 



the Son also, is a gift from the 
Father to the Son. For if the 
Son hath from the Father all 
that He hath, then, of course. 
He hath it from the Father 
that the Holy Spirit proceedeth 
from Him. But all this must 
be conceived as independent 
of time, unconditioned by hefare 
and after ; for no such terms 
have place in the matter. Most 
absurd, then, would it be to 
say that the Spirit was Son of 
Both, seeing that, as the Son 
derives His being, without be- 
ginning of time, without change 
of nature, from His generation 
from the Father, so the Spirit 
derives His being, without be- 
ginning of time or change of 
nature, from His procession 
from Both. For this reason, 
while we refuse to speak of the 
Holy Spirit as begotten, we 
dare not speak of Him as un- 
begotten^ lest by using this term 
we should seem to imply two 
Fathers in the Trinity, or two 
Self-existent Ones. For the 
Father is the only self-existent 
one ; therefore He alone is said 
to be unbegotten^ not indeed in 
Scripture, but in theological 
language, when men wish to 
use terms befitting so great a 
theme. But the Son is bom of 
the Father ; and the Holy Ghost 
proceedeth^ryw the Father prin" 
cipallyy and — the Father grant- 
ing this before all time — ^from 
Both in common. He would 
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ceretur autem Filius Patris et 
Filii, si, quod abhorret ab om- 
nium sanorum sensibus, eum 
ambo genuissent Non igitur 
ab utroque est genitus sed pro- 
cedit ab utroque amborum Spi- 
ritus. 



be termed, however, the Son of 
Father and Son, if (a horrible 
supposition) He had been be- 
gotten of Both. Therefore He is 
not begotten of Father and Son, 
but proceedeth from each of 
Them, being the Spirit of Both. 



ST. ATHANASIUS. 

De Sententid Dionysiiy § 17. 

[Ed. Bened., Paris, 1698, tom. i. p. 254 P.] 

This Epistle of St. Athanasius is an animated defence 
of his predecessor in the See of Alexandria, Dionysius, 
when the Arians claimed him as favouring their views. 
In the following passage, St. Athanasius is quoting words 
of Dionysius, to shew that he was perfectly orthodox as 
to the indivisibility of the Godhead. 



'' T&v inr' ifiov Xe^divroov 
ovofioTcov exaaTOv dx'^pi^Tov 
ioTi KoX oSialpeTOV rod itXtJ' 
CLov Harepa etirov, KciX irplv 
iirar/dym rov Tiov, iarjfiava 
KoX TovTov ip T^ Ilarpi Tiov 
em^yayop, el /cal firj Trpoetprj- 
Kei,v Tov Harepay iramoys &v 
iv TjS Ti^ irpoeiXiprro' ar/iov 
Tlvevfia irpoa-iOrjKa, a\X' afia 
Kal TToOev /cal Sii^ tIvos fJKCv 
iff>ripfio<ra, 01 ik ovk laaaiv, 
Sti fi/ffre dirqKKorpUoTai Ua- 
rrjp Tlov ^ IlaTrip' irpo^' 
KarapKTiKov yhp iari rr^s 
<rwa(f>ela9 to Svofui' ovre 6 
Tto9 aTr^ioTai tov Harpo^' 
il yap Harpo^ irpoarjyopla 
Srf7u}t Tfjp KOweDvlav* iv re 



"The Names I have men- 
tioned cannot be separated or 
divided one from another. I 
named the Father ; and before 
I made mention of the Son^ 
I indicated Him in the Father. 
I made mention of the Son; 
and even if I had not pre- 
viously spoken of the Father, 
He would have been antici- 
pated in the Son. I added 
the Holy Ghost ; but in doing 
so, I implied both Him from 
whom, and Him through whom 
He came. But those heretics 
know not that the Father, as 
Father, cannot be estranged 
from the Son; for the name 
is of itself suggestive of their 
conjunction. Nor is the Son 
removed from the Father; for 
the name of Father declares 
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Tai9 x^paXv axn&v icm to 
Ilvevfia, fii]T€ 70V iri/j/rfovro^, 
fiTjre Tov <l>ipovT09 hvvdfievov 
oTipefrOai,, Hw oip 6 tovtols 
j(p<»fi€vo^ ToU ovofiaat fiefie" 
pla0ai ravra Kal dffxopladac 
iravreKA^ aXXiJXo)!/ otofuiL ; " 
Kal fier^ oXiya iira^ei Xi- 

ryOOV' " 0UT(0 fJL^V ^fl€t9 €19 

T€ ri^v TpLoZa ri^v MovdSa 
irXarvvofiep aSialperov, xal 
rr}v TpcdSa ttoKlv afieUorov 
eh Ttjv MopdSa ovyKe^aXai- 

OVfJL€0a" 



Their fellowship. And in Their 
hands is the Spirit, incapable 
of being parted from Him who 
sends, or from Him who bears 
Him. How then can I, while 
using these names, suppose it 
possible for them to be divided 
and separated one from the 
other ?" 

And shortly afterwards he 
(Dionysius) adds : — " Thus do 
we expand the Unity into the 
Trinity, without dividing it : 
and again sum up the Trinity 
into the Unity without dimin- 
ishing it." 



Expositio Fideiy § 4. [Ed. Bened., t. i. p. 102 A.] 



To Zk Srfiov TIvevfjM, i/nro' 
pevfia hv rov IlaTpo9^ del 
ioTLV iv ral^ X^P^^ '^^^ irifi' 
'rrovro9 TIaTpo9 koX tov ^e- 
povT09 Tlov, Si ov irrXijpcoae 



rd 



iravra. 



Contra Arianos, Oratio iii. § 

Tp64f>€i, ToLvvv 6 *I(odvvi]^ 
oSto) Xiymv *Ep rovrtp yi- 
vaxTKOfiev irt iv avr^ fUvo- 
fiep Kal aino9 iv rjpZvf Sti 
ix TOV HvevfiaTO^ ainov Be- 
Scofcev fjfilv. OifKovv Bid Tijv 
Bihofiivriv fjfilv TOV Ilvevfia- 

TOS X^P^^ ^fJL€l9 T€ iv aVT^ 

ycvofMcda, xal avT69 iv fifilv 
KoX iireihrj to Ilvevfia tov 
Seov i(TTi, hid TovTov yivofjbi' 
vov iv rjp^iv eiKOTfos koX 'qfiel^, 
l;i^oj/T€* TO HvevfiUy vofii^o- 



The Holy Ghost, being that 
which proceedeth from the Fa- 
ther, is ever in the hands (at 
the disposal) of the Father who 
sendeth, and of the Son who 
beareth Him, through whom 
He filled all things. 

24. [Ed. Bened., t. i. p. 573 E.] 

St. John writes thus : " Here- 
by know we that we dwell in 
Him, and He in us, because 
He hath given us of His Spirit" 
(i John iv. 13). Therefore it 
is by reason of the grace of the 
Spirit given unto us that we 
come to be in Him and He 
in us. And since He is the 
Spirit of God, it is through His 
coming to be in us, that we 
accordingly, having the Spirit, 
are deemed to come to be in 
God And thus is God in us. 
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yi^Oa iv T^ Gcip yeviaOai' It is not then after the manner 

Kol ovTco? iariv 6 Oebs iv in which the Son is in the Fa- 

Vfuv. OvK apa d>9 itrrcv 6 ther, that we come to be in the 

rio^ iv Tip narpl, oSto) Kai p^^^,^ ^^^ ^j^^ gon does not 



partake of the Spirit in order 



^fi€i9 ywofieOa iv t^ Ilarpi 

ov ycip Kal 6 Tlo^ uereydov , ^^ , . 

, X « TT ' v % \ that He may so come to be m 

ecTTL Tov llv€VfiaT09, iva oca 

-.^.'Vr^ ».^) J.. ^A TT^^r.) ^^,^ the Father. Nor is He one 
TOirro Kcu ev Tft) llaTpi yevr^^ 

rac oiSk \ap.Pav(ov iarl to ^ho receiveth the Spirit, but 

IIvevfJLa, aXKa fMoXKov airro^ rather Himself bestows Him 

Toh TTaac tovto x^PVJ^^' ^^^ upon all. And it is not the 

ov TO IIvevfJLa tov Aoyov au- Spirit who connects the Word 

vuTTTei Tft) IlaTply aXKa fiaX- with the Father, but rather the 

\ov TO Ilvevfia irapa tov Ao- Spirit is a recipient from the 

yov XafM^dvei. Word. 

I!fi, ad SerapioHy I. § i. [Ed. Bened., t. ii. p. 648 B.] 
* * * i^€\06vT(ov fikv Tti/ft)i/ There are some who have 
airo T&v ^Apecav&v Sea ttjv left the ranks of the Arians 
KaTciTovTiovTov Seov pKa(T' because of their blasphemies 
ijyrjfjLlav, ^povovvTcov Be Kara against the Son of God, but 
TOV aylov IIvev/jLaTO^, Kal have themselves entertained 

ideas injurious to the Holy 
Ghost, saying that He is not 
only a creature, but also one 
of the ministering spirits, dif- 
pcLV T&v ayyeXxov. Tovto U fgring from the angels in rank 
iaTi irpo^ pkv touv ^Apeidvovs only. They affect to be com- 
irpooTTovqTos P^XV dXrjdtf^ bating the Arians ; but their 
Se avTikoyia irpo^ T^i/ eva-e^rj real contention is against the 
TrioTiv. Christian faith. 

Ibid., p. 649 B. 

TovTwv yap Kal 0avp.da€C€V One may well wonder at 



XeyovToov avTo p,ff p,6vov Kria- 
p,a, dWd Kal t&v XeLTovpyi- 
K&v Trv€vp>dT(ov $1/ avTo elvaLf 
Kal fiaOp.^ p^vov avTO Suufyi- 



aV TLS TTJV aVOULV, OTl TOV 



^ex . £1 ^ > /,/x their folly ; for, refusing to call 

Ti,ov TOV &€0V an deXovTC^ ^ ^ , 

KTiapa elvai, Kal Ka\&^ ye the Son of God a creature, 

KaTa TOVTO <t>povovvT€Sf TT&s (and so far right,) how can 

TO Ilvevpa Tov^ Tiov KTiapa ^^^^ endure even to hear the 



K&v aKovaai rjviaxovTO ; Kat 
ydp ei Std ttiv irpo^ tov 
IlaTepa tov Aoyov evoTrjTa^ 



Spirit of the Son called a crea- 
ture? For if the Son's unity 
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ov 6ikov(TW elvai t&v ye- 
PffT&v ainov rov Tiov * * * 
ht^ tI to Ilvevfia to aycov, to 
rifv avTrjv eypv evorqra irpo^ 
rov Tiovy rjv avro^ ejfet irpos 
Tov naripOj tcTurfia Xiyovai ; 

* * * El yhp iff>p6vovv 
6p0m irepX rov AJyov, iff>p6~ 
vow vyi&9 Kai irepl rov HveV' 
fiaro^f h irapa rov Harpos 
ifciropeverai, /cal rov Tiov 
IBiop oVf Trap' avTov BiBorai 
rots fia0r)Tat^ /cai iraai roh 
irurrevovaw €19 avrov. 



D. 



with the Father forbids them 
to regard Him as one of created 
beings, * * * how can they call 
the Holy Spirit a creature, see- 
ing that He has the same unity 
with the Son, that the Son has 
with the Father? 

For if they conceived rightly 
of the Word, they would con- 
ceive soundly of the Spirit, which 
proceedeth from the Father, 
and being a property of the 
Son, is from Him given to His 
disciples and to all who believe 
on Him. 



Ibid., § 6 [p. 653 C] 

Kal rijv fiev iraa-av 0€o\o- Wishing to sum up all the- 



ylav KoX rffv rjfi&v reKeUoaiv, 
iv J a-vprprrev ^fias iavr^ /cal 
S*' eavTov T^IJarpi, iv rovrtp 
€rvfi7r\7jp&v, 7rap'^yy€L\€ T0I9 
fiadfjTah' " IIop€v0ivT€^, fia- 
0T)T€vaaT€, iravra rci €0vrj, 
fiairri^ovres airroifs 'eh to 
6vofjLa TOV Harposy /cal rov 
Tiov, /cal TOV ayiov Hvev- 



ology, and the whole process 
of our initiation whereby He 
knits us in communion to Him- 
self, and through Himself to 
the Father, He charged His 
disciples, " Go, make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them 
into the Name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the 



fiaTo^ 



.» 



Holy Ghost." 

Ibid., § 12 [661 C] 
Athanasius shews that Moses clearly distinguished the 
Holy Spirit from Angels. In Exod. xxxiii. I — 15, he de- 
clined the offered "Angel" as guide, and claimed that "the 
Presence" should go with them, by "the Presence" mean- 
ing the Holy Spirit, as Isaiah shews, Ixiii. 1 1 — 14 : "Where 
is He that brought them up out of the sea with the shep- 
herd of His flock ? where is He that put His Spirit within 
him .\ . . As a beast goeth down into the valley, the Spirit 
of the Lord caused him to rest ; so didst Thou lead Thy 
people." 
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Ibid., § 14 

'J? ^ap ayia kclI fia/capia 
Tpt^s aSia(p€T(y; koI rjV(opAvq 
irphs eavrriv iart' Koi Xeyo- 
fjLCvov Tov TlaTpo^, TTpoaeari 
Kal 6 TOVTov Aoyo^ xal to 
iv r^ Ti^ rivevfia, 'Eav Se 
teal 6 Tlo^ opofid^rfTai, iv tA 
Ti^ icrnv 6 IlaTTjp, kcu to 
rivevfia ovK J^otlv €/cto9 toO 
Aoyov. Mia yap iartv ck 

TOV Harpo^ X^P^^ ^*' Tlov 
iv IIvevfJUiTL ayitp TrXrjpov- 
fiivrj. 



[p. 663 B.] 

For the Holy and Blessed 
Trinity is indivisible and united 
in itself. And when mention 
is made of the Father, there 
is also included the Son of the 
Father, and the Spirit who is 
in the Son. And if the Son 
be named, in the Son we have 
the Father, nor is the Spirit 
separable from the Word. For 

there is one grace from the 
Father, fulfilled through the 
Son in the Holy Spirit. 



Per contra, Mr. Keble refers us to § 16 [p. 665 B.], a pas- 
sage which, taken alone, might seem to make against the 
doctrine of the double Procession : — 



ovSe yap a)vofida07j iv ral^ 
1 pcupat^ V109 TO livevfia, iva 
fiff d£€\0o9 vofii^drj' ovSe 
V109 TOV Tlov, Xva firj Trdinros 
vooIto o HaTTip* d\X' o Tlos, 
TOV HoTpos viosy Kal TO Ilvev- 
fia TOV IlaTpo^ TTvevfia etprj- 
Tai' Kal ovT€o<i ttjs ar/la^ 
TpcdSo^ fiCa fi 060X979 Kal 
irloTi^ idTlv. 



Never once in the Scriptures 
is the Spirit called Son, lest 
a Brother should be imagined ; 
nor yet Son of the Son, lest 
the Father should be conceived 
to be a grandfather. But the 
Son is the Son of the Father, 
and the Spirit is said to be the 
Spirit of the Father. And thus 
we have one Godhead of the 
Holy Trinity and one feith. 



Ibid., § 19, 20, 21 [p. 669, B, C, D, E.] 



Toif Tolvvv HaTpos ffxOTO^ 
SvTO^, TOV Sk Tiov diravyda- 
^aTO^avTov, l^earcv opq.v Kal 
€v T^ Ti^ TO ilvevfia, ev ^ 
ifxoTi^ofieda, TfS Be IIvev/JuiTL 
^crri^ofiivmv 'q/i&v, 6 Xpiaro^ 



The Father then being /igAt 
(i John i. 5), and the Son being 
His brightness (Heb. i. 3), we 
may see, in the Son, the Spirit 
in whom we are illumined i^"^. 
i. 17). Seeing then that we 
are illumined by the Spirit, it 
is Christ who illumines us in 
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iarcv 6 iv avr^ (fKorifyov. ird- 

"KlV T€ TOV HoTpOS 8vT09 TTTJ- 

7^9, TOV Si Tlov TTOTafwv Xe- 
yofiivoVf iriveiv XeySfMcffa to 
IIvevfJLa. TO Be Ilvevfia ttoti- 
^ofievoi TOV XpiaTOP Trivofiev. 

* * * fynOTTOLOVfjAvfOV Sk 

fifjmv iv T^ IIvevfJLaTi f^yv 
avTO^ o JLpiaTOs €V rjfiiv \€- 

7€TCU * * * 

§ 20. KaX yap warrep /lO' 
voyevij^ 6 Tioq ioTtv' ovtcj 
KciX TO Hvevfia irapa tov Tlov 

8lS6fJ.€VOV KCU 7r€fl7r6fl€VOV, Kal 

avTO Sv i<m /cal ov voWa, 
oifBe i/e iroW&v ev' d\\a /i-J- 
vov avTO Ilvevfia. 'Evos yap 

OVTOS TOV Tlov TOV ^&VTOq 

Aoyov, fiCav elvai Set TeXeiav 
Kal TrXripri Ttjv ar/iaoTtKfjv 
Kal <f)(OTiaTLKtjv ^&aav ivep- 
yeiav axnov Kal Ba>p€av, ^t*9 
CK TlaTpo^ XiycTat eKiropcv- 
eaOai, iTrecBrj irapa tov Ao- 
yov TOV iK HaTpbs ofioXoyov- 
fiivov iKXdfnrei, koI aTroaTeX- 
Xeraty Kal BlBoTai, 

^AfikXei, 6 fikv Tio? irapd 
TOV Harpo^ dTTOtrreXXeTaf o 
Be Tibs TO rivev^a diroaTeX- 
X€t. Kal 6 fjLcv r/o9 TOV Uari' 
pa Bo^d^ei* TO Be Hvevfia So- 
f a^€t TOV Tlov. Kal 6 ^ev Tlo^ 
ifyr]aiv, " ^^A i^Kovaa irapa tov 
HaTpos, Tavra Kal >aXw els 
TOV KocfMOv" TO Bk Hvevfia 
eK TOV Tlov XafjL^dvec. Kal 
6 fjLev Tibs iv t^ ovofiari tov 



Him (John i. 9). Again, the 
Father being a fountain (Jer. 
ii. 13), and the Son being called 
a river (Ps. Ixv. 10), we are 
said to drink the Spirit (i Cor. 
xiii. 13); and being made to 
drink of the Spirit, we drink 
Christ (i Cor. x. 4). 

* * * When we are being 
quickened by the Spirit, Christ 
Himself is said to live within 
us (GaL ii. 20). ♦ ♦ ♦ 

§ 20. For as the Son is only- 
begotten, so the Spirit also, 
given and sent from the Son, 
is Himself too one^ and not 
many nor made up of many; 
but one simple Spirit. For 
inasmuch as the Son, the living 
Word, is one, one also must: 
needs be, perfect and complete, 
the sanctifying and illuminating 
living energy and gift of the 
Son, which is said to proceed 
from the Father; since from 
the Word, who is confessedly 
of the Father, He (the Spirit) 
shines forth, and is sent forth, 
and is given. 

Clearly the Son is sent forth 
from the Father (John iii. 16); 
but the Son sends forth the 
Spirit (xvi. 7). And the Son 
glorifies the Father (xvii. 4) ; 
but the Spirit glorifies ^the Son 
(xvi. 14). And the Son saith, 
" What I have heard from the 
Father, that I speak also to 
the Worid" (viii. 26) ; but the 
Spirit receives of the Son (xvi. 
14). And the Son came in the 
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narpo^ ^XOe " To he Tlvev- 

fjM TO ar^ioVy^ <l>r]alp 6 Tios, 

"8 irefi'y^ei, o Ilarrfp iv tw 

ovdfjbarL fiovJ^ Toiavrqv rd- 
^tv Koi ^WLV evet to Hvev^a 
irpos Tov TioPf ouLV Tios 
€%€* irpos TOV Haripa. 



name of the Father ; but " the 
Holy Spirit*' (saith the Son) 
"which the Father will send 
in My name." Thus the Spi- 
rit hath a like rank and nature 
in relation to the Son, as the 
Son hath in relation to the 
Father. 



Ibid., § 23 [p. 671]. 

ovT(o hk <T^payc^6fjL€voi, el- Being thus sealed, we be- 



KOTOi^ Kol KOLVODVol deluB <^t;- 

aeois yivofieOa, w elirev 6 
Herpo^f Koi ovTO) fi€T€')(^ei 
iraaa ff Krlais tov Aoyov 
iv T^ IIvevfiaTL 

§ 24 [p. 
El Se 6 IIaT7)p Bia tov Aoyov 
iv HvevfiaTi ayltp kti^cl to, 
iravTa KaX avaKaivl^CL, iroia 
OfiOLOTTjf; fj avyyiveia Tcp ktI- 
^ovTt 7rpo9 Ta KTLafiaTa ; * * * 
EiKcav TOV Tlov XiyeTac 

Kot €(TTl> TO IIv€Vfia' "Ofij" 

yctp " TTpoiyveo fcai irpocopiae 

<TVfip.6p<f>0VS T^9 elKOVOS TOV 

Tlov ainov.'' * * * 



{§ 27 [p. 

El Bk TovTO akv ael to 
aino iaTi xal fiedimhv, tcl 
Sk /crCcfiaTa fieTk^ovTa iaTiv 
avTov' ovK &v elf) to Hvevfia 
TO ayiov ovT€ ayyeXos, oihe 
o\q)9 KTiafiaf oXTC IBiov tov 
Aoyov, irap* ov BcBofLcvov /le- 
T€X€TaL irapa t&v KTiafiaTcov. 

* ♦ * li; &v, fiaWov Bi TOV 
Aoyov €1/^9 0VT09 iBiov, Kal 

TOV 0€ov ivb^ 6vTos tBiov /cat 
Ofioovaiov iaTi. 

§ 28. EU ©609 iv TTJ ifC' 

xXfjala KrjpvTT€Tai, "6 iirl 



come consequently partakers 

also of the divine nature, as 
St. Peter said (i Pet. i. 4) ; and 
thus all created beings partake 
of the Word in the Spint 

673 B.] 

But if the Father creates and 
renews all things through the 
Word in the Holy Spirit, what 
homogeneity can there possibly 
be between the Creator and 
the things created ? * * * 

The Spirit is called, and is, 
an Image of the Son. For we 
read, "Whom He foreknew, 
He also did predestinate to 
be conformed to the Image of 
His Son" (Rom. viii. 29). 

676 A, C] 

But if this (the Spirit) is ever 
the same and communicable, 
and if created beings partake 
thereof; then the Holy Spirit 
cannot be either angel or cre- 
ated being, but a property of 

the Word, by whose donation 
He is communicated to created 
beings. ♦ ♦ ♦ 

* * ♦ Being one, or rather 
a property of the Word who 
is one. He (the Spirit) is also 
a property of the one God and 
consubstantial with Him. 
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Processio SpiriUis Sancti, 



irdvrayv, koI Sia irdvTtov, teal 

fikv 6 IlaT'^p, d)s dpxv 'f^* 
wq^Tj' "Sm irdvTODV*' Si Sid 
rov AoyoV " iv irda-L^' Se iv 
T^) Hvevfiari, to5 dyltp, 

§30(commentingoniCor. 
xii. 4 — 6). & yap to Hvevfia 
i/cdcTtp Scaipei, ravra irapd 

Tov Tlarpo^ Sid rov A6yov 
jfpprjyeiTac. 

(On John xiv. 23). ''EvOa 
ydp TO <l>Wf iK€L Koi TO dirav' 
yaa-fia* koI ev6a to dirav- 
yaafia, ixei Kal 17 rovrov 
ivepyela Kal aifyoecSijs x^P^^' 



One God is preached in the 
Church, " Who is over all, and 
through all, and in all" (Eph. 
iv. 6). " Over all," the Father, 
as origin and fountain: "through 
all," through the Word : " in 
all," in the Holy Ghost. * * ♦ 

§ 30. For what things the 
Spirit distributes to each, these 
things are supplied from the 
Father, through the Word. * ♦ * 
For where the light is, there is 
the brightness also. And where 
the brightness is, there also is 
its energy and radiant grace. 



ST. CYRIL (OF Alexandria). 

Synodal Epistle to Nestorius^ § 10. 



Otov S\ \4yri irepX rov 
UvevfuiTos, 'EK€tvo9 ifik So- 
^daei' voovvT€^ Spdoos, ov^ 
a>9 S6^9 iiriBea rrjs irap* 
eripov ifnifikv, tov ?va Xpia- 
rdv Kal Tidv rtjv wapd rov 
dylov TIvevfJuiTO^ So^v iXeiv' 
iri, firjjSk KpeiTTOv airrov koi 
{mip airrov to Hvevfia avrov, 
iirel Si eh evSei^cv T^y eav- 
rov 0€6rr)TO^ iKe)(priro tc3 
a/yCfp Hveifiarif irpos fieya- 
XovpyiKov, SeSo^a^dai irap' 
airrov (fyrjaiv, &airep &v el 
Kai Tt9 Xeyot r&v KaB* vyud^ 
irepl T^9 ivovat)^ la'xyos airr^ 
rv^ov, T^yovv i7naTi]firj<i t^<? 
i<f>' oT^ovv, on So^daovai fie. 
el ydp Kal eoTiv iv inroardaei 
TO IIvev/Mi lSiK§, Kal Sff Kal 



But when He saith concern- 
ing the Spirit, " He shall glorify 
Me," a sound divine does not 
explain it to mean that because 
He needed glory from another, 
Christ the only Son of God re- 
ceived glory from the Holy 
Spirit ; because His Spirit can- 
not be His superior. 

But when, for the manifesta- 
tion of His own Divinity, He 
used the Holy Spirit for the 
doing of great deeds. He speaks 
of Himself as glorified by Him; 
just as one ©f you might say of 
his strength haply or knowledge 
of any subject, "They will 
make me glorious." For though 
the Spirit has a specific person- 
ality, and may be conceived as 
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voeiTai Kaff iavro, Kado Hvev- 
fjM ioTL, /cal ovx TI69, aXK' 
oip ioTCP ovK aXKoTpLov av- 
Tov. Ilvevfia jap akriOcias 
ODVOfiaaraL, xal ean Xpiaro^ 
17 aXrjOeia' Kal *rrpo)(€lTac irap 
aifTov, KaJddirep afieKei, koli ix 
TOV 0€ov Kal IlaTpd^, ivep^ 
yrjaav rouyapovv to Hvevfia 
iiCL X^ip09 T&v aryloyv airo- 
{TTohjov ra TrapdSo^a ^erh 
TO avekdelv tov Kvptop r]p,&v 
'Irjaovv Xpiarov els tov oi- 
pavovj iSo^aaev airrov. iTria- 
T€V0r) yap otl ©eo9 /caT^ 
(l>vaiv iaTlv, ttoKlv airro^ 
iv€py&v Sut TOV ISlov Ilvev- 
fuiTOs. Sia TOVTO Kal €<f>aaK€v, 
OTi, Ik TOV ifiov XTjyjreraL Kal 
ava/yyekel vfilv, Kal ovtl 

TTOV <l>afl€V, ci)9 ix /i6T0^9 TO 

IIvevfLa ioTi ao<l>6v t€ Kal 
SvvaTOv. iroXvriXeLov yap Kal 
airpoaBee^ iaTi iravTos cuya- 
Oov. iireiSfj 8^ t^9 toO ITo- 
Tpos Svyd/jLeco^ Kal ao<f>La^, 
TOirr eaTLV Tiov, ilvevfia ec- 

TiVy airroxpVM^ ^^^^^ aoff>ia 
Kal Svvafii^. 



existing by Itself, as Spirit, not 
as Son, yet It is not alien to 
the Son. For It is called the 
Spirit of truth, and the truth 
is Christ And It is shed forth 
from the Son, as, of course, also 
out of God the Father. There- 
fore, when by the hand of the 
holy Apostles the Spirit wrought 
those wonderful works after our 
Lord Jesus Christ's return to 
heaven. It glorified Him. For 
Christ was " believed on in the 
world," as truly God, when He 
began again (at Pentecost) to 
work through His Spirit. Where- 
fore also He said, ** He shall 
receive of Mine and shall shew 
it unto you." Again, we by 
no means say that the Spirit, 
by way of participation, is wise 
and powerful. For It is abund- 
ant and self-sufficing in all that 
is good. But being the Spirit 
of the Father's Power and Wis- 
dom, (that is, of the Son,) the 
Spirit is in very deed wisdom 
and power. 



AnatJutna IX, At the end of Cyril's letter to Nestorius 

de excomtnunicatione, 

e?Tt9 dwycl tov tva Kvpwv If any one affirms that our 
*Irj(Tovv XpitTTov SeS6^aa-0a^ one Lord Jesus Christ was glo- 
iraph TOV nv€VfiaT09 w a\- rified by the Spirit, in that He 

' When the Greek Fathers speak of the Spirit coming from the Son, they 
use the preposition irapA (from the side of) ; when from the Father, they use 
the preposition 4k (from as from a centre). Unfortunately, this nice distinction 
cannot be neatly preserved in Latin or English. 
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Processio Spiritus Sancti. 



\oTpla Svvdfiet r^ Bl ainov 
y^p(Ofi€vov, Kol 'irap avrov Xa- 
fiovra TO iv€py€iv hvvaaOai, 
/caTcL irvevfidrfov aKaddpTcov 
KoX rb TrXrjpovv eh avBpd^ 
irov9 r^9 deoarjfielas, koI 
ovx^ Bt) fiaWov IScov avrov 
rb Ilvevfia, <fyrjal, Bi oi koX 
ivi]pyrj/C€ Tas deoarjfjkcia^' avd- 
0€fia eoTO). 



used the power which He had 
through the Spirit as a borrowed 
power, and in that He from 
the Spirit received the power 
of expelling unclean spirits and 
accomplishing those miracles 
He wrought for mankind, and 
not rather that it was His own 
proper Spirit through which He 
worked His miracles, — let him 
be anathema. 



ST. BASIL. 

Zider de Spiritu Sando^ c. xvi. 
[Ed. Bened., Paris, 1730, t. iii. p. 31 C] 



B. £al ovTCt) S* hv TO (Tvva" 
^\% KoiX dBiaiperov Kara tto- 
cav ivipyecav dirb Ilarpos 
Koi Tlov Tov lIvevfiaTos St- 
Sa^Oelrjs. . . . 

C. Ov fJkffv hreiBrf irpSyrov 
ivravOa tov IIvevfuiTOs 
AirooToXo^ eirefivTjo'O'qy koX 

BeVTCpoV TOV Tlov, Koi TplTOP 

TOV Seov Kol HaTpos, rjBrj 
XPV tcaOoKov vofii^eiv dmea* 
Tpd<l>0cu Trjv Td^iv, 'Airo 
yap T^9 i}/i€T^pa9 axeaews 
Ttjv dpx^jv eXafiep' iireiBij 
viroBexpfievoi Ta B&pa, 7rp«- 
Tov ivTvy^dvofievov t^ Biavi- 
fiovTi' elra ivvoovfiev top diro~ 
aTeCXapTa' eZra dpdyofiep ttjp 
ipOvfj/rjaiP iirl tt^p Tnjyrjp Kal 
airiap t&p dyaO&p, MdOoi^ 
S' iip ttjp 7rpo9 IlaTepa Kal 
Tu)p TOV IIpevfiaTos kocpco- 
puiv Kal CK T&p Brjfiiovpyrj' 
/idTcop T&p €f dpyfjs. 



B. Thus mayst thou learn 
the Spirit's conjunction and 
practical inseparability from the 
Father and the Son. . . . 

C. Because the Apostle in 
this passage (i Cor. xiL 4 — 6) 
mentions the Spirit first, and the 
Son second, and God the Father 
third, we must by no means infer 
generally that the order of the 
Trinity is inverted. For it was 
in respect of His relation to 
us that he began with the Spi- 
rit ; since in receiving the gifts 
we first come into direct rela- 
tion with the Distributor. Next, 
we think of Him Who sent the 
Spirit. And lastly, we a.scend 
in thought to the fountain and 
author of good things. Thou 
mayst also learn the commu- 
nion which the Spirit hath with 
the Father and the Son from 
the first creation of the world. 



Appendix added by Editor, 
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Ibid., c. xvii. p. 36 E. 



^i Zr\ T^ IIvevfiaTt irpk- 
nrew oXovrai, fiovtp ttjv inra* 
piOfi/rjaLV, fjMv0av€TCi)aav, Sti 
Karct TOP airrov rpoirop, oi;- 
v€/c(lxDV€iTai r^ KvpCo) to 
Ilvevfui, KaO^ hv koX o Tibs 
Tft) Uarpi To yap opofia 
Ilarpo^ Kal Tlov koL a/yiov 
HvevfJMTOs ofioioDs iKSiBorac. 
'f2s Toivvv e')(€t 6 Tio^ wpo9 
TOP TlaTcpa, ovTOD Trpbs top 
Tiop TO IIp€Vfj,a, KaTCL ttjp ip 
T^ ^aiTTiafiaTi. irapaSeSo' 
fiePTjp Tov \6yov avma^ip. 
El Sk TO Ilpevfia t& Ti^ 
avPTCTaKTav 6 Bk Tibs t^ 
Uarpi, BrfKopoTi Kal to Upev- 
fia T^) IlaTpL 



But if they suppose that a 
subordinate place in the Tri- 
nity is proper for the Spirit 
only, let them bethink them 
that the Spirit is proclaimed 
with the Son, precisely as the 
Son is proclaimed with the 
Father. For the name of Fa- 
ther, and of Son, and of Holy 
Spirit is co-ordinately uttered. 
As the Son therefore stands re- 
lated to the Father, so the 
Spirit stands related to the 
Son, according to the arrange- 
ment of the baptismal formula. 
But if the Spirit is classed with 
the Son, and the Son with the 
Father, then clearly the Spirit 
is classed with the Father. 



Ibid., c xviii. (p. 38 E.) 
Kal ovK ipTCvOep fiopop ttj^ Nor are these the only proofs 

KaTiL Tijp <l>6aip Kocpcopla<: al ^^ ^^^ Spirit's community of 

nature with the Father, but 
dwoSei^ecs, d\V otc Kal U ^YitxQ is also the fact that He 

TOV Oeov elpai, XiycTat,' ov^ is said to be 0/ God: not in 

w Ta irdpTa U tov Seov, aXV the sense in which all things 

r 9 ^ gr^ ^ ^ /I / . may be said to be of God. but 

o>9 €K TOV tyeov TTpoeXuop, ov ^ ,. / vl^, X /• 

as proceeding (irpo€\66v) out of 

y€PprjT&9 C&9 6 Tm, aW ^9 God,— not by way of genera- 
iTpevfia (TTOfjMTos avTov, Trap- tion as the Son, but as Spirit 
Ttos hk ovT€ TO aTOfia fiiXo^, of His mouth. But as by 

otke TTPoi) \vofiiinj Tb Upevfia, " "^^"^^ " ^^ ^^ ^^^^^^ "^^.^l' 

a bodily member, so by Spint 

dWd Kal Tb oTOfia Oeoirpe- ^g {^ nowise mean dissolving 

irm, Kal to Hpevfui ovaia breath; but we use th6 word 

^ "mouth" in a divine sense, 

^(oaa, wyiaafiov Kvpia, T^9 ^^^ ^y gpirit we mean a liv- 

fih olK€i6Tr)T09 SrfKovfiiprjs ing substance, with the prerog- 
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Processio Spiritus Sancti, 



ivT€V0€V, ToO Sk TpSirov TrJ9 
vTrap^eo)^ apprirov <l>v\aa'aO' 
fUvov. aXKa /cal Hvevfui 
Xpurrov Xeyerac €09 ^Keuofii- 
vov Karh t^i/ ^wriv avr^. Sui 
rovTO el Tt9 Ilpevfia Xp^trrov 
ovtc ex^h 0VT09 ov/c eoTiv au- 
TOU. 60€P fiovov d^uo^ Sof- 

d^ei Tov Kvpiop, €K€lpo^ yap 
ifik So^daet, (fyrjaLV, ov^ ^^ 
^ Krlai^y aW c&v Ilvevfia rrj^ 
oKrjdeia^ rpavcj^ iK<f>alvov iv 
eavT& TTjv akqOeUiv, Kal d)9 
Ilvevfia (TOff>ta^ tov Xpiarov 
rifv TOV Oeov Bvpufnv teal ttjv 
TOV Oeov <TOff>Lav iv t& eav- 
TOV fieyeOei dTroKoKinrTOv. ical 
m IIapdK\7jT09 Si iv iavT^ 
;^a/9a/n'97/9i^€t tov dwooTeiXaV' 
T09 avTov HapaKKrfrov Tr)v 
a^addTfjTaf koX iv t^ eavTov 
d^ioifiaTi Ttjv fieyaTifoavvrjv 
ifjL<l>alv€t Ttfv TOV odev rrpO' 
rjKJBev, 



ative of sanctifying; so that 
the closeness of the relation- 
ship is hence discernible, while 
the mode of His being remains 
ineffable. But further, He is 
called the Spirit of Christ, a^ 
being by nature closely re- 
lated to Him. Therefore we 
read, " If any man have not 
the Spirit of Christ, he is none 
of His." Whence only He 
worthily glorifies the Lord ; for 
the Lord said, " He shall glo- 
rify Me;" not as a creature 
might, but as the Spirit of truth 
clearly in Himself shewing forth 
the truth, and as the Spirit of 
wisdom, revealing Christ, "the 
power of God and the wisdom 
of God," in His own grandeur. 
And as the Paraclete, He in 
Himself expresses the goodness 
of the Paraclete (the Son) who 
sends Him : and in His own 
dignity He shews the greatness 
of Him (the Son), from Whom 
He (the Spirit) proceeded (irpo- 

^X^cv — not tKfrop€V€Tai), 



Ibid., c. xxvi. p. 53 E. 

Aeinepo^ ik vov9 ovSk ainos Nor is that other meaning 

inropkriTos, otc &<nr€p iv t^ to be discarded, that as the Fa- 

Tl^ op&Tai. 6 IlaT^pf ovtc^ 6 ther is beheld in the Son, so is 

TI69 iv T^ IIvevfjuaTi, the Son beheld in the Spirit. 



ANALYSIS OF ST. PAUL'S EPISTLES, 

FROM MR. KEBLE'S INTERLEAVED GREEK 

TESTAMENT. 



THE EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS. 

Date of the Epistle, plain from ch. xv. 25 — 28 compared 

with Acts XX. 3, xxiv. 17. 
§ I. Salutation (i. i — 7). 

§ II. Assurances of his interest in them (8 — 15). 
§ -III. Of Justification by Faith only (i. 16 — v. 21). 

a. Subject of § III. proposed (i. 16, 17). 

/3. Foundation of the Doctrine in the misery of men (i. 18 — iii. 
20); 

a, of the Gentiles (i. 18 — ii. 10); 

b, of the Jews (ii. 11 — iii. 8); 

c, of both, summed up (iii. 9 — 20). 

y. The misery of unregenerate man having been fully proved, 
the true method of justification is 

a, stated (21 — 28); 

b, guarded by some necessary practical corollaries afterwards 
to be explained at large (29 — 31) ; 

c, confirmed and illustrated by the example of Abraham (iv. 
I — 5), the witness of David (6 — 9), and the circumstance 
that Abraham was justified before he was circumcised 
(10—25). 

b. Statement of Christian Privileges consequent on Justification 

(v. I — 11). 

1. Peace with God (i). 

2. Access by Prayer as to a reconciled King (2). 

3. is^avxifTii (whatever that may be), 

a, in hope of the glory of God (2), 

b, in tribulation for the present, as an earnest of salvation 

(3-"). 

f. Correspondence between the manner of our Fall and that 
of our Recovery ; by way of Corollary to what has been said 
(12 — 21). 

He begins a comparison (12), but interrupts it in the 

N 
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manner of one correcting himself (15) : the case of our 
recovery being more than analogous to the fall, both in 
\ht favour of God [considered, i. in itself (17 xapis) ; 2. in 
the gift of the Holy Ghost (^ ^w/ko) ; 3. in the restoration 
of what had been many times forfeited] (15, 16) ; and in 
the ^^:^ of it (17). Therefore he limits the comparison 
to the circumstance that it was one act (iS) and one person 
(19) which led to the whole in each case. A note on the 
effect of the Law (20, 21). 

§ IV. Of Sanctification by the Holy Spirit, the result 
and purpose of Justification (vi. i — viii. 39). 

a. Enforced as a duty, 

a, from the typical death of Baptism (vi. i — 14); 

b, from the cessation of our servitude under the Law 
(vi. 15 — vii. 6). 

c, The exact relation of the Law to the Gospel, in respect 
of practical obedience is explained by the bye (vii. 7 — 
viii. 11). 

^. Recommended as 2. privilege (viii. 12 — 39). 

a. a. Possible abuse of Justification (vi. i ), answered from con- 
sidering the Christian's " Death unto Sin" (2). Which 
takes place at, and is signified by, Baptism (3). Which 
Baptism implies a typical resurrection too (4, 5), upon 
consideration, ist of the abolition of the tyranny of sin, 
implied in the typical death ; 2nd. of the death of Christ, 
into which we were baptized, being a death once for all, 
and His life an eternal one (8 — 11.) Earnest exhor- 
tation to Christians to live in purity according to this 
faith (i2, 13); the excuse of impotency being completely 
gone (14). 
b, Sanctification enforced fi-om our being not under a Law 
but under Favour (vi. 15 — ^viL 6). 

Conclusion proposed (15), made out fi*om the true ac- 
count of our situation which is not exactly freedom, but 
a change of Masters ; so that our former obedience to sin 
is at least to be the measure of our new obedience to 
Christ (16 — 20). 

[Sanctification enforced] from the present fiiiit, and 
final end of the two (Law and Favour) (21 — 23): and 
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from an analogy between our case and that of a person 
set free from a relative duty (e.g. of marriage) by death 
(vii. I — 6). The principle in such a case being laid 
down (i); exemplified (2, 3); applied to our case (4); 
drawn into the required practical conclusion (5, 6). 
r. Note on the exact relation of the Law to the Gospel, 
and of our conditions under the two ; by which the 
duty of obedience is all the more enforced (vii. 7 — 13). 

The Law is far from evil ; but so far it made our con- 
dition worse, that, giving us a more perfect knowledge 
of sin (7), without Gospel means of resisting it, it only 
shewed us our wretched condition, and did not deliver us 
from it : made out from the nature of Law and Sin, 
which are correlatives (8) : from our experience of the 
difference between childhood and riper years (9, lo), 
more particularly in the case of express Laws (such as 
those of Moses) perverted by corrupt casuistry (11). 
Conclusion stated (12, 13). 

To explain this, consider the peculiar frame and con- 
dition of a person having knowledge without grace 
(14 — 25). He is opposed to the Law he owns (14), to 
his own conduct (15), thereby approving the Law (16), 
to such an extent that it almost seems as if some evil 
power possessed him (17): his best efforts going only 
to the approbation, not the practice, of holiness (18 — 
20) ; or as if there were two laws contradicting each 
other within him (21 — 25): — a condition the remem- 
brance of which makes him cry out for mercy and 
thankfulness (24, 25). 

Consider, also, on the other hand, the condition of 
a Christian (viiL i — 11). He, if sincere, is free from 
condemnation (i), being at any rate free from the law 
of sin (2) ; for the Gospel has found a way to condemn 
sin without destroying the sinner, but only reforming 
him (3, 4) : for as naturally as those who are left un- 
regenerate are earthly-minded, so naturally those who 
are in the Spirit are heavenly-minded (5). And as the 
one ends in death (which is explained in 7, 8), so the 
other in life and peace (6). And as an earnest of this 
our condition, we have the Spirit of God dwelling in us, 
else we are not Christians at all (9). Which, implying 
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the peculiar presence of Christ, implies a death unto sin 
and new birth unto righteousness, like Christ's (lo) ; 
and implying the presence of the Father, who raised 
Christ, implies the possibility of using our very bodies 
to His service, which is a figurative resurrection of those 
bodies. [And thus there is an end of the " Law in our 
members" mentioned in vii. (u).] 
/3. Sanctification recommended as the chief Privilege (12 

—39) • 

a. By its being a matter of life and death (13) : 

b. By the adoption we have received (14 — 16) : 

c. By the hope of everlasting inheritance with Christ (17), 
which is so blessed that our sufferings are not to be 
compared with it (18) ; — as is shewn by the earnestness 
with which it is longed for, ist. by the whole world 
(19 — 22), 2nd. by the Elect (i.e. Christians) (23 — 25), 
3rd. by the Spirit of God Himself, as the Inspirer of 
our prayers (26, 27). 

d. By the certainty that to good Christians all things are 
good (28—39). 

§ V. Of the Rejection of the Jews (ix. i— xi. 36). 

1. Lamented (ix. i — 5). 

2. Guarded from certain objections (6 — 29). 

3. Accounted for by their error about Justification (30 — x. 21). 

4. Shewn not to be entire (xi. i — 10). 

5. Nor final (xi. 1 1 — 36). 

1. Their rejection lamented (i — 5). 

2. a. God's dispensation with regard to the Jews vindi- 
cated from the charge of a failure of purpose (6 — 13), 
it being evident from the beginning that it was a dis- 
pensation of election. The case of Isaac and Ishmael 
(7, 9), and also of Jacob and Esau (10—13), proving 
that natural descent, in this case, did not convey a right 
to the promises (8). 

/3. God's dispensation with regard to the Jews vindicated 
from the charge of unrighteousness (14—29). 

His mercy did not proceed from caprice, but in strict 
conformity to His own attributes, proved by reference 
to His declaration to Moses (15, 16). So also His 
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justice in letting sinners fill up the measure of their 
sins, e.g. Pharaoh (17). Summed up (18). 

Objection : How is all this reconciled, considering 
His Almighty Power (19) ? Answer 

a. We are incompetent judges (20, 21). 

b. We may see some of the great purposes amid the 
manifestations of God's moral government over the 
wicked (22), and His mercy to the penitent (23). As 
in the present case, both among Jews and Gentiles 
(24), according to the prophecy of Hosea (25, 26) and 
of Isaiah among the Jews more particularly (27 — 29). 

3. The unbelief of the Jews accounted for by their error 
about Justification (ix. 30 — x. 21). 

Their error stated, and contrasted with the notions of 
the Gentiles (30 — 32), shewn to have been foretold (33), 
had something in it which interested you for them (x. 
1,2): but yet was an error (3), as is shewn 
flu by stating the true doctrine (4), and proving it out of 
the Scriptures, by taking Moses' account of the sanc- 
tions of the Law (5), and comparing it with what he 
says of the Gospel (6 — 10). 
/3. by the prophecies of Isaiah (11) and Joel (12), which 
also indicate the universality of the new revelation (12), 
and shew that the Apostles were right in preaching as 
they did to the Gentiles (14, 15). Objection : "The 
Gospel was but partially received." Answer : " This 
also was prophesied (16) in terms which point out, by 
the bye, the need of more Revelation (17). The very 
general publication of the Gospel (18) and its rejection 
by the Jews in spite of Moses* and Isaiah's warning (19 
— 21) are much stronger arguments on the other side. 

4. The Rejection of the Jews not entire (xi. i — 10). 

He deprecates such a notion from his natural patriot- 
ism (i) : illustrates the real state of the case from what was 
said to Elijah (2 — 5) : deprecates, in a parenthesis, any 
notion of merit, properly so called, which they might 
revert to on this statement of God's continued favour 
to them (6). Shews that if they (as a body) failed of the 
benefit of this mercy, it was the fault of their own cal- 
lousness (7), which in former instances, typical of this, 
had met with similar results (8 — 10). 
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5. The Rejection of the Jews not final (i i — 36). 
a. The contrary may be argued from the very circum- 
stances of it It has been so ordered as to lead to 
the acceptation of the Gospel among the Gentiles : the 
very thing to excite them to a religious emulation (11) : 
and in this the Gentiles are as much concerned as they : 
for if God's mercy is so great that the very fall of His 
ancient people is turned to our good, how much more 
their recovery, which has a natural tendency that way 
(12). And here is the reason why St Paul, as Apostle 
of the Gentiles, spoke so highly of his peculiar ministry 
(cf. Eph. iii. 8; Rom. xv. 18, &c), viz. to profit the 
Gentiles still more if by any means he might provoke 
the Jews to jealousy (13 — 15). 
/3. The same thing may be argued from the holiness of 
the Patriarchs (16). In which, having used the word 
" branches,*' it suggests the Parable of the Olive, by 
means of which he meets the probable errors of the 
Gentile converts on the subject : shewing them how 
unnatural it was for them to be puffed up, or feel any 
party-spirit against the Jews, since it was only by their 
union to that Body from which the Jews had fallen, 
that they lived at all (17, 18) ; not by any partial favour 
as some might dream (19), but in regard of their un- 
belief and faith respectively (20). 

Therefore their rejection is a reason not for pride 
but fear, and that a fortiori (21). This practical lesson 
he sums up in 22, 23 ; and then returns to his argu- 
ment, and puts it a fortiori, still using the Parable (24). 
Then leaving both the Parable and the argumenta- 
tion, he speaks out as a Prophet, and announces the 
whole counsel of God in this matter (25) ; confirms it 
from Isaiah (26, 27); and shews how in this way 
God's ancient and present dispensations are reconciled 
(28 — 31), and all reduced to this one great principle, 
of convicting all of unbelief, to bring all to repentance 
and pardon : — the subject in fact of the former part 
of the Epistle (32). Finally he ends with a hymn of 
glory to God, for thus turning evil into good (33 — 36). 

§ VI. Practical results from the former Parts (xiii. i — 
XV. 13). 
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1. Christian Sobriety (xii. i — 8). 

2. Christian Charity (9—21). 

3. Christian Loyalty (xiii. i — 10). 

4. Constant remembrance of the end (11 — 14). 

5. Condescension to one another's notions of duty (xiv. i 
—XV. 13). 

1. Of Christian Sobriety* (with reference to the peculiar 
condition of the Roman Church when he wrote). 

To be practised for God's sake, a. in the body (i), for 
all the foolish and flattering world (2) ; /3. in the mind^ 
concerning oneself, in suiting one's own opinion to God's 
gifts (3), according to the analogy of the body (4, 5, and 
part of 6) : whatever our office be (6, 7, and part of 8), 
and whatever virtue it most calls on us to practise (8). 

2. Of Christian Charity, described by various signs in the 
manner of memoranda. Cf. i Cor. xiii., i Thess. v., 
I St. Pet iv. 7, &c. (I do not discern his exact arrange- 
ment in these verses, 9 — 21). 

3. Of Christian Loyalty (xiii. i — 10). 

We must be loyal, for, a. Government is of God (i, 2) : 
/3. its purpose is most useful, to repress vice, and en- 
courage goodness (3, 4) ; which is a reason binding on the 
conscience as well as self-love (5). 

Corollary : the reasonableness of paying taxes (6), which 
stands on the same ground as any other debt (7) ; and it 
does not become a Christian to have any debt but Cha- 
rity : which, as it can never be fully paid, so in proportion 
as it is sincerely paid, supersedes positive laws and renders 
them unnecessary (8 — 10). 

4. Constant remembrance of the end (xiii. 11 — 14). 

These duties enforced, a. by the shortness of the time \ 
which ought to impress us more instead of less, than when 
we first thought of it (n); /3. by the great change ap- 
proaching, — as great as from night to day (12) ; which re- 
quires a corresponding preparation on our parts (13), ac- 
cording to our Lord's example (14). 

5. Condescension to one another's notions of Duty (xiv. i — 
XV. 13). 



• Mr. Kcble's note : "He b^ns with Christian Sobriety as Jcr. Taylor in 
his * Holy Living.' 



I »» 
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General rule (i), illustrated by the case of the Judaizers 
who scrupled about eating (2) ; in which there being two 
parties, the strong and the weak, he gives directions, 
a. to both, not to judge (3). 
a, because of the impertinence of interfering between 

God and His servant (3, 4) ; 
^. because doth, for aught you know, may be acting for 
God*s sake, in conformity to the principle of religion ; 
illustrated by the example of days as well as meats 

(5-9); 

c. because we are soon to be judged ourselves (10 — 13). 
p. He gives directions to the strong, particularly, to avoid 
whatever may occasion sin in others (13). Their prin- 
ciple indeed is true, — that such uncleanness is only rela- 
tive and fanciful (14) ; but it becomes them 

a, not to press suck food on their brotfier, if he scruple it ; 
considering ist the value of his soul (15); 2nd. the 
duty of preserving our Christian liberty from reproach 
(16); 3rd. the avowed triflingness of these things in 
comparison of the great things of peace, &c. (17 — 19, 
in which N.R the Apostle's ingenuity in taking up, 
as it were, the words of an objection, and turning 
them to his own account). 

b. It becomes the strong even to abstain themselves, 
rather than cause sin in others, considering, 

I St the small value of the good, and the greatness 
of the loss (20); 

2nd. the duty and virtue of self-denial in such 
cases (20, 21) ; 

3rd. that they lose by it no part of the appropriate 
blessing of Faith, which is not for show, but for 
a quiet conscience; a great and rare blessing (22) : 
whereas he who eats in doubt, being tempted by 
them, is self-condemned (23). 

4th. That God gave them their strength for the 
very purpose: to support the weak, not to enjoy 
themselves (xvi. i, 2). 

5 th. That Christ throughout set them such an ex- 
ample (3), which being illustrated by a quotation, 
leads to some affectionate expressions suitable to 
St. PauFs purpose (4 — 6). 
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6th. Particularly in the Gospel dispensation, which, 
so far as it is an union of Jews and Gentiles, is a great 
example of the TrpoaXrjyfris ** which he wants to have 
practised among Christians (7 — 12); and which, he 
finally insinuates, would be sure to obtain them 
a blessing (13). 

§ VII. His own feelings and plans explained (xv. 14 — 
33). He knows there was no absolute need of such 
an Epistle (14) : but it came within the line of his 
peculiar duty (15, 16); in which he had been very 
successful (17 — 19), observing the rule of going to un- 
tried places by preference (20, 21); which was one 
obstacle to his visiting Rome (22). His present plan : 
to visit Rome (23, 24) on his way into Spain, after he 
had first been to Jerusalem with alms (25, 26), most 
reasonably contributed (27). Plan following this (28) ; 
his good hope of it (29) ; requests intercession as one 
in jeopardy (30 — 32). A benediction (33). 

^ np6<r\ri^is, irpo(r\afi$dytaBau : — words used by St. Paul in the sense of 
Tjuclcotning others into our communion, — [Ed.] 

[ TJie Sixteenth Chapter^ containing the Salutations^ is omitted 

in the Analysis. — Ed.] 
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Date of I Cor. is made out from ch. xvi. 8, by which it 
IS clear that it was written at Ephesus, when St Paul 
was intending to leave it for the journey mentioned 
in Acts XX. ; one purpose of which was a collection 
for the poor of Jerusalem. From the opening of 
2 Cor. (i. 8) I gather that this was written before the 
stir by Demetrius ; and from i Cor. iv. 17, xvi. 10, 
after Timothy and Erastus had been sent into Mace- 
donia, but before they arrived at Corinth (Acts xix. 22). 

§ I. Salutation (i. i — 3) and thanksgiving for the pro- 
ficiency of the Corinthians (4 — 9). 

§11. Reproof of the Corinthians for their schism and 
party-spirit (i. 10 — iv. 21). 

Charge stated (i. 10 — 12). 

Amendment enforced a, on general considerations (i. 12 — iv. 5). 

b, on personal considerations (iv. 6 — 21). 

a. a. Their disputes contrary to the singleness with which 
Christ should be loved and obeyed (i. 12 — 17) — enforced 
by St. PauPs practice in not baptizing. 
/3. The <ro<^ia, which, being over-esteemed, led them to dis- 
putes, was no measure of right and wrong in the Gospel 
(17), which rather appeared folly to men left to themselves 
(i8) ; as had been prophesied (19), and came to pass (20) : 
God ordering it so, to expose the false wisdom which had 
led the world from God (21): and thus Christ's Cross, 
though it completely answers both the Jews' demand of 
power, and the Greeks* of wisdom, appears weakness to 
the one, and folly to the other (22 — 24). God's glory 
being thus shewn both in the frame of the Dispensation 
itself (25), and in the sort of persons who received it (26), 
and the world at the same time completely humbled be- 
fore Him (27 — 29), and His Son, who is wisdom and all 
in all (30, 31). This train of thought illustrated by re- 
ference to his own way of instructing them (ii. i — 5); and 
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followed up by a claim on the part of Christians of the 
true wisdom, long hid in God (6 — 9), revealed only by 
His Spirit (10 — 12), and taught by spiritual arguments to 
spiritual men (13 — 16). 
y. The point on which they disputed shewed great imperfec- 
tion in Christianity, viz. the merit of their respective 
teachers (iii. i — 4), who were but several ministers of the 
same divine work (5 — 10), a work of exceeding awful- 
ness and danger (10 — 17), and therefore requiring, in those 
who judge as well as in those who practise it, the greatest 
intellectual humility (18 — 20), and entire freedom from 
low and party views (21 — 23). The whole topic summed 
up by a brief statement of the true office of Christ's min- 
isters, their duty, and the frame of mind concerning man's 
judgment (iv. i — 5). 
b. Personal considerations, enforcing the general warning 
against conceit and party-spirit (iv. 6 — 21). 

He declares that he had only used his own name and 
Apollos' before as a mode of conveying his argument, which 
was general, against those faults (6), (which indeed might at 
once be put down by the bare consideration of our account- 
ableness) (7). And whereas they seem to have represented 
themselves as being in a high state of spiritual enjoyment 
(8), it might not be amiss for them to recollect the sufferings, 
inward and outward, which the Apostles were enduring the 
while (8 — 13) ; of which he at least might remind them with- 
out invidiousness, as he was their spiritual father (14, 15), 
with whom they would do well to sympathize more than 
they did (16). And to assist them in doing so, was one pur- 
pose of his sending Timothy (17) ; not that he did not mean 
to come himself, as some imagined (18), who would soon 
find in his presence how little talking signifies (19, 20). 
Surely, then, they would rather he came in affection than in 
anger (21). Thus he passes to his direction concerning the 
incestuous person. 

§ III. Reproof of the Corinthians regarding the incestuous 
person (v.). The charge brought (i), and the temper 
which it should produce in them stated (2) ; a solemn 
excommunication directed (3—5). Three remarks : — 
firsts on the absurdity of their conceit with such sin 
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among them (6) ; second^ the need of their purifying 
themselves, to keep a spiritual as well as external Easter 
(7, 8) ; thirds a limitation of his exclusive sentence to 
those who were Christians, and so amenable to dis- 
cipline (9 — 13): confirmed by the analogy of the law 

(13). 

§ IV. Reproof of the Corinthians for going to law before 
heathens. From the mention of ecclesiastical judgment, 
he naturally passes to their civil suits, which he blames 
on two grounds: — a. as being in heathen courts, dis- 
creditable to their high calling, as if the meanest of 
them ought not to be able to determine such trifles 
(vi. I — 6). )9. as implying bad passions somewhere or 
other among themselves, such as in fact they had re- 
nounced in baptism, and such as disqualified them for 
God's kingdom (7 — 11). 

§ V. Caution against sensuality ; — connected with the last 
section by the mention of such sins in ver. 9, 10 (vi. 12 — 
20). Christian liberty to be modified by Christian pru- 
dence (12) ; remembering that as there are some animal 
enjoyments which are necessary, though but for the 
short space of this world, so there are others which are 
positively wrong, yfrj/, as breaking the relation between 
our bodies and Christ, which was sealed by His resur- 
rection, and will be confirmed by ours (13, 14), — and 
wrong in the most insulting way (15), proved by the in- 
stitution of marriage (16), and its analogy to our union 
with Christ (17) : — wrong, secondly^ as being committed 
against our own bodies (18), which are the temples of 
the Holy Ghost, and God's property by redemption 
(19, 20), due therefore entirely to His glory. 

From which he passes naturally to answering some 
questions which the Corinthians had sent him about 
marriage (ch. vii.). 

a. Perhaps generally, but certainly in their case, he recom- 
mends abstinence, but allows marriage, and forbids sepa- 
ration, except temporary, for devotional purposes (i — 7). 
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/3. Repeating the general principle (8, 9), he settles the point 
of divorce by an appeal to Christ's own words (10, 11). 

y. On his own authority he forbids separation on the part of 
the believer when married to an unbeliever (12, 13) : — 

a. because the sanctity of the one extended after a manner 
to the other, proved, Ufortioriy from what they knew con- 
cerning their children (14) ; 

b. (After providing for the case of the unbeliever wishing to 
separate) he shews it by the tone of the Gospel gene- 
raUy(i5): 

c. From the chance of doing good to the soul of the 
other (16). 

[This takes him into a digression, in which he illustrates 
the general principle on which the above rule de- 
pended : — the principle of making the best of things 
as they are, instead of seeking outward changes (17, 
20, 24) ; e.g. in circumcision (18, 19), in slavery 
(21—23).] 
d. By his own authority, in like manner, he settles the duty of 
parents in respect of giving their children in marriage or no 

(25-38). 

Not as matter of commandment, but as matter of pru- 
dence, he rather recommends virginity (25 — 28), not for any 
excellency in itself, but with a view to Christian quietness of 
mind (29 — 35) ; so that, although there is nothing sinful in 
marriage, yet on the whole the other is better (36 — 38). 
€. In the same way second marriages are not forbidden, yet 
not recommended to widows (39, 40). 

§ VI. Of eating things offered to idols (viii. i — xi. i). 

a. The general principle clear : — that, an idol being nothing, 
nothing offered thereto was unclean in itself (viii. i — 6). 

/3. But the greatest practical caution to be observed, both for 
our brother's sake (7 — ix. 22), 

y. and for our own (ix. 23 — ^x. 23). 

d. The whole authoritatively summed up. 

/3. The practice of eating MtaKoQma not to be rashly sanc- 
tioned : 

a. Because the danger to our brother's soul is not to be 
balanced by the mere consciousness of superior know- 
ledge (viii. 7 — 13). Error from which that danger 
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arises; viz. a lingering fancy of ceremonial unclean- 
ness (7) ; in which, by the way, we participate, if we 
press the absolute duty of eating (8). Rather let us 
look at the thing with a view to our brother's good 
(9) ; for it is plain how with this error our liberty may 
mislead him (lo) ; and so for our foolish vanity Christ's 
work is undone (11), and Christ affronted (12). There- 
fore we should rather give up the most innocent liber- 
ties than give such scandal (13). 
b. Because in such matters it is right to go by the rule 
which St. Paul had set himself: which is made clear, 
first ^ in the instance of maintenance (ix. i — 18); and, 
secondly, by a general statement (19 — 22). 
First He asserts his Christian liberty, and Aposto- 
lical prerogative (i), especially over the Corinth- 
ians (2), which was enough to stop the mouths of 
objectors (3), as carrying with it a right to main- 
tenance, for himself and his family (4, 5), proved 
(A) by the example of other Apostles (5, 6) ; (B) by 
analogy (7), as in the law of Moses (8 — 10) ; (C) by 
natural equity and gratitude (11) ; (D) by the allow- 
ance of the Corinthians in other cases (12); (E) by 
the express ordinance of God, both under the Law 
(13), and under the Gospel (14). Having thus 
proved his right, he states his practice and his wish, 
to decline it (15); his peculiar delight being not 
simply to preach the Gospel, which he did by direct 
commandment (16), but to preach it without cost to 
the Church, the pleasure of which was a reward to 
him, over and above his trust as a steward of the 
Word (17, 18). 
Secondly, What he did in the matter of maintenance 
was an instance of his general rule (19), as practised 
towards Jews — men who owned right and wrong 
(20), — and men who did not (21); and, as in this 
instance, towards the weak ; for the good of others 
(22). 
y. This care of the Apostle was necessary to him, and is so 
to us, for the salvation of our own souls, as well as others 
(23) ; which work — how great and difiicult it is — he il- 
lustrates 
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a, from the Grecian games {24 — 27) ; 
d, from the history of the Israelites in the wilderness 
(x. I— 11); 

c. from both ; inferring the need of mistrust of ourselves 
(12), trust in God (13), such prudent care against 
idolatry, as would keep us, who are by the Sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper one with Christ, from becoming 
one (not with idols, which are nothing, but) with de- 
mons, and so provoking God (14 — 22). 

a, 24 — 27. We must not take liberties, because our call- 
ing is like one of the 3y<ov€s. For (A) not every one 
that runs, wins : (B) self-command is required in all 
things. Again, they are unlikt in one thing which 
strengthens the argument : — St. Paul himself (consider- 
ing A) took all pains, and (considering B) was univer- 
sally temperate. 

d, X. I — II. We must not take liberties, because we have 
the example of the Israelites set before us ; who all 
shared in privileges corresponding to Baptism (i, 2), and 
to the Lord's Supper, both as to the bread (3) and as to 
the cup (4) ; yet most of them fell (5) ; to warn us that 
with all our privileges we are in danger of wrong de- 
sires (6), which will lead either to gross apostasy, as 
when the first generation of Israelites worshipped the 
calf (7), and the second joined the Midianitish women 
(8) ; or to inward presumption, as when these were 
slain by serpents (9) ; and murmuring, as those fell by 
the plague after the matter of Korah (10) ; all which 
had a double meaning, regarding us as well as them (i i). 

c. Application of the examples above quoted (12 — 22). 
Our duty is to be afraid of ourselves (12) ; yet to trust 
in God's grace (13) : And as to the particular matter 
before the Corinthians to avoid every sort of idolatry 
(14); which — how it was connected with idol-feasts — 
their own common sense would shew them (15), con- 
sidering that by the Lord's Supper they communicate 
in Christ's Body and Blood (16) [that being the me- 
dium which makes them one with each other] (17); 
just as the Jews communicated in the sacrifices by the 
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His giory. (taking care however not to be entangled in such 
scruples thonselves, their thanki^ving always shewing that 
they meant no dishonour to God by their liberty) (29, 30). 
Generally do all to God*s glory (3t) and man's edification 
{^2), as Sl Paul did, putting himself in e\'erybody's place 
{SS\ imitating him as he did Christ {jL 1). 

S \TI. Of certain points which needed regulation in the 
public worship of the Corinthians (xL 2 — xiv. 40). 

1. Of the dress of men and women (xi. 2 — 16). 

2. Of the Eucharist (17 — 34). 

3. Of the exercise of spiritual gifts (xiL i — xiv. 40). 

(In which arrangement observe the delicacy of the Apostle 
touching, Jirsf, on what was least universally interesting ; 
secondly, on what was most obviously wrong ; and, thirdly, 
on what would be most tr>ing to the prejudices of the 
Corinthians). 

1. Generally speaking they were to be praised for their obe- 
dience (2) ; but it was worth while to remind them of the 
great principle of subordination, by which, as Christ is in- 
ferior to the Father touching His manhood, and as the 
Church looks up to Him as her Head, so the woman to the 

• Mr. Keble's note : — ** Nothing surely can be more express than these 
verses to shew that the proper notion of the Lord's Supper is that of a feast 
upon a Sacrifice. " 
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man (3) : which settles the point that men should pray 
uncovered (4), and women covered (5) : which last 
(being, I suppose, the point in dispute) is sufficiently in- 
dicated by considering what we should think of their 
being shorn (6). The reason given is the Scriptural ac- 
count of the origin of man and woman : the man directly 
in the image of God (7), the woman from (8) andy^?r (9) 
the man : which makes a mark of subordination of this 
kind right : considering moreover the presence of the 
angels (10) : [taking care, however, to make no distinc- 
tion between the two sexes in respect of their Christian 
calling (11, 12)]. This reason is confirmed by an appeal 
to natural instinct (13 — 15). Finally, if people will be 
perverse, the custom established must be pleaded against 
them (16). 
2. He warns them that he had a charge against them, by 
incurring which they turned the Church assemblies into 
evil (17) ; and laid themselves open to the imputation of 
schism (18); which, by the way, might well be believed, 
since even heresies would be permitted to try their sta- 
bility (19). To specify this charge : — it was their hurrying 
way of rushing to the Lord's Supper as to a common feast 
(20, 21), — to the reproach of the Church, and confusion 
of the poor (22). To correct this let them only recollect 
the institution of this Supper (23 — 25), and that conse- 
quently, when they take it, they are bearing witness to 
Christ's death (26) ; from which it follows, that if they do 
it unworthily they are consenting with His murderers, — 
at least slighting His remains (27) ^ The practical re- 
medy is also evident : — let a man prove or try himself 
(28), considering that he condemns himself by the very 
act of communicating, if he do it unworthily (29) ; in cor- 
rection of which God had sent on the Corinthians tem- 
poral judgments (30), according to His wont when Chris- 
tian people forget their calling (31, 32). This in general : 
and as to the particular case, let them wait decently for 
one another (33), and reserve their regular meals for their 
own houses (34). 

•* I have allowed this word to stand, though very sure that Mr. Keble 
would have changed it, had he revised his Manuscript for the Press. — Ed. 

O 
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3. Of spiritual or supernatural gifts. 
a. A test given that false spirits might not deceive (xii. 

2,3)- 
fi. In the management of really supernatural endowments, 

remember the common origin of these gifts amidst all 

their diversity (4 — 11) : 

y. and their union, like members of the same body (12 — 
27), which of course implies inequality (28 — 30). 

d. Also, how worthless they are without charity (31 — 
xiii. 4), which is quite distinct from them, both by its 
marks (5 — 7) and by its excellency (8 — 13). 

€. Yet this is not to exclude the pursuit of spiritual gifts, 
in due subordination to charity (xiv. i), with right ai> 
prehensions of their relative importance, e.g. preferring 
prophecy to speaking with tongues (i — 25) ; and with 
strict regard to edification, decency, and order (26 — 
40). 

More in detail : — 

fi. With regard to the miraculous endowments : different 
as they are, yet looking on them as gifts, they come 
from the same Spirit (xii. 4), as modes of service from 
the same Lord (5), as powers from the same God (6). 
And expediency (of which God is the judge) assigns 
and measures the gift (7). Some are taught the reason^ 
some ih^factSy of religion (8) : some have simple faith, 
some miracles (9) : and so of others (10) ; yet all from 
the same Spirit dispensing all freely (11). 

y. This arrangement of the Holy Ghost may be illustrated 
by considering the natural body ; which bears an ana- 
logy to the mystical body of Christ in being (A) one, 
(B) with many members (12); — explained as to A in 
the Church (13) : — the practical result enforced in terms 
drawn from the body (14 — 26), i.e. since the constitution 
of the body is that of a whole, made up of various and 
unequal parts (14), the minister (15) and the learner 
(16) must not complain as if they were not of the body, 
because they have not the higher offices, considering, 
first, that various functions require various members 
(17); second, that the arrangement of these is according 
to God's good pleasure (18) ; and third, that without 
this diversity the body would perish (19). And, on the 
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Other hand, since the body, though of such various 
parts, is still one (20), those in higher places or gifts 
must not disdain the weaker (21); as is intimated in 
the natural body by the need of the weakest (22), and 
the respect natural to the most uncomely parts (23) ; 
which is God's doing (24), to produce perfect sympathy 
in the body (25) ; and His purpose is there accom- 
plished (26). The case being analogous in the Church 
[as had been shewn as to the uniiy of the body (A) in 
verse 13, and is shewn as to the diversity of members i^) 
in verses 27 — 30], the conclusion is evident, yet ad- 
mitting of a reasonable care about the better (i.e. the 
more edifying) gifts (part of 31). 
d. Contains 

a. The proposal of " a way" which was such kot fio\r\v 

(31); 

b. The declaration of its excellency over tongues (xiii. 
i), over prophecy, over faith of miracles (2), devotion 
of all our goods, martyrdom (3) : 

c. The account of its marks (4 — 7) : 

d. Of its excellency in respect of xapto"fw»''«> that it is 
eternal, they temporary (8), proved by their imperfect 
nature (9), which cannot remain in a perfect state (10), 
any more than the notions of a child in full age (11) ; 
— our present and future spiritual sight differing as a 
shadow and substance, or as our knowledge and God*s 
— (12). Whereas there being three tempers which 
will be never out of date, charity is the greatest (13). 

€. On the relative value of the spiritual gifts one among 
another. As Charity is above them all, since we are to 
ptirsue it, and only to desire xapiV/iuxra ; so the best of 
them are the gifts of instruction (xiv. i) ; because in 
tongues we speak to God only, in prophecy to man 
also (2, 3) : in tongues we edify ourselves, in prophecy 
the Church (4). Prophecy is therefore the higher gift, 
unless interpretation be added to tongues (which im- 
plies prophecy in some sort) (5) ; for so only can the 
speaking by tongues be addressed to the hearers, and 
bring them either information, or instruction (6). Con- 
sider the absurdity of music without distinct sounds 
(7, 8) ; and see whether tongues without interpretation 

o 2 
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have not something of the same (9). Or — there being 
many languages with eachiits system of sounds (10) — 
consider the uselessness of speaking one of them to 
a foreigner (11); and let that teach you what sort of 
spiritual gifts you should prefer (12); and, if you have 
tongues, pray that you may interpret (13), else you 
bring no edification to others by your i)rayers in an un- 
known tongue (14). Therefore any one who had his 
choice should prefer uniting the two gifts (15), else 
neither is there any communion nor edification to their 
hearers in their thanksgiving (16, 17). This he con- 
firms by a strong expression of his own feelings (18, 
19). Then, prefacing his argument by an appeal to 
their common sense (20), he proves by a passage in 
Isaiah (21) that gifts, such as these of tongues, were 
meant, rather for the convincing unbelievers, — Pro- 
phecy for believers (22) : ?ind even so, when exercised 
among themselves, the latter would have most force 
even in convincing the unbelievers themselves (23 — 25). 
4. Practical rules for the management of these gifts. 

a. Generally, when you come together with each his gift of 
instruction, let edification be the rule (26). 

3. Particularly as to tongues. Let not more than two or 
three speak in each assembly, and never without an in- 
terpreter (27, 28). 

7. As to Prophecy y let two or three speak by turns (29), 
and give way to express revelations, if such be made 
(30), each taking his share in the common edifica- 
tion (31); and having the command of his own gift 
(32) : God revealing Himself everywhere, even on 
these occasions, as a God not of confusion but of 
peace (33). 

d. The women to refrain from public instruction according 
to nature and Scripture, and to wait till after church 
for explanation (35). 

c. Authoritative enforcement of all these rules, upon con- 
sideration that the Corinthians were neither the mother- 
church nor the only one (36). Appeal in this behalf 
to the prophetic knowledge of such as were really pro- 
phets (37). And censure of such as would not recog- 
nize them (38). 
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5. Brief recapitulation of the whole, 
a. As to the temper with which the xapitriiaTa should be 

regarded (39) : 
/3. As to the outward conduct of them (40). 

§ VIII. Of the Resurrection of the Dead (ch. xv.). 

1. Summary of the evidence of our Saviour's Resurrection 

(i.-ii). 

2. Necessary connexion of His Resurrection with ours, and 
with all our hopes (12 — 19). 

3. Order observed by the Almighty in the completion of this 
great work (20 — 28). 

4. Witness borne to it through the whole of practical religion, 
which falls to the ground without it (29 — 34). 

5. Answer, by analogy, to the objection, that we cannot under- 
stand the manner of the Resurrection, or the kind of Body 
we shall have (35 — 49). 

6. Prophetic declaration of as much as is needful to be known 
on this subject : and practical application (50 — 58). 

1. Reference to the Gospel as first preached among them (i) ; 
with a hint of its importance (2). The first point in it the 
doctrine of the Atonement (3) ; the second, the Resurrection 
(4), proved by six appearances, each briefly indicated (5 — 8), 
and the last to St. Paul himself, very remarkable in its re- 
sults, comparing his former unworthiness with what the 
mercy of God had enabled him now to do (9, 10). But to 
return, such was the Gospel (11). 

2. Inconsistency of the denial of the Resurrection by some of 
the Corinthians with our Lord's Resurrection (12) ; since, if 
there be no Resurrection, Christ is not raised (13) ; and our 
faith and pardon are void (14) ; and we are false witnesses in 
religion (15). This repeated, substituting the impossibility 
of a Resurrection for the falsity of it (16, 17) ; and adding 
the consideration of the lost condition (in such a case) of 
those dead in Christ (18), and the pitiable condition of 
Chrisrians generally (19). 

3. The fact of Christ's Resurrection, and its relation to ours, 
stated again triumphantly (20); with a short parenthesis 
shewing its congruity, that the manner of our recovery might 
answer to the manner of our fall, both being by man (21), 
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and both by one man (22) ; and if it be yet matter of faith, 
that is from no doubtfulness in the thing, but because God 
works it by degrees : first, His resurrection ; then ours (23) ; 
then the final triumph, upon which His mediatorial kingdom 
ceases (24), the Saviour having limited that kingdom by the 
subjection of His enemies (25), of which the last is Death 
(26); and having also implied His subordination as Me- 
diator to His Father by the word wrrrafcv (27) ; which sub- 
ordination will be manifested, and God's immediate agency 
revealed in some signal way, at the end (28). 

4. As the doctrine of the Resurrection harmonizes with Cjod's 
dealings, so it is implied in the very notion of a Christian 
life : e.g. in Baptism *^ (29), in the sufferings of the Apostles 
(30 — 32), in not living at random (32), the tendency to 
which in such irrehgious speculations (33), and in the wilful 
ignorance of religion in which some live (34), requires the 
most earnest warning on the Apostle's part (33, 34). 

5. If people object that they cannot understand hmu this will 
be, or what sort of body will appear (35), they may be re- 
ferred to what happens in sowing ; in which, first, the seed 
must die (i.e. be dissolved) (36) ; then a change must take 
place, the greatness of which we know by the diflference be- 
tween a dry grain and a plant of wheat (37), and that change 
varying in different kinds and individuals according to the 
will of God (38) : which, if it cause so great differences here 
in various living substances (39), we may well conceive 
a like or greater difference between earthly and heavenly 
bodies (40) ; and infinite differences of glory between these 
and those, and between those one amongst another, as in 
the lights of Heaven (40, 41). And this, which we might 
conceive by analogy, will be made good in fact. The risen 
body will differ from the mortal one, in corruption (42), 
glory, power (43), and in being a fit instrument, not of the 



• Mr. Keble's note is as follows : — 

iSaimiitf/uevot {nt\p roov v§Kpwv.] May not the phrase mean, ** Who are from 
time to time receiving Baptism in behalf of ^^ i.e. in testimony on the side of, 
"the Dead,'* scil, that they rise again. . . . The argument resting upon the 
very significant reference made in the act of baptizing to the doctrine of the 
Resurrection, (cf. Rom. vi. 3, 4) ; and (as St. Chrysostom points out) on the 
profession of Faith in the Resurrection which seems to have been the last 
thing then required of the Catechumens. 
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soul only, but of the spirit, for there is a real difference (44), 
in reference to which Moses spoke as he did of the creation 
of man ; and we Christians can fill up the analogy to which 
he only alluded (45), observing always that God's dealings 
proceed in this order : viz. that the natural comes first, the 
spiritual after ^46) ; Adam first, Christ after (47) ; represent- 
ing, respectively, men's earthly and their heavenly condition 
(48), and our future resemblance to the other (49). 
6. Authoritative declaration of the Apostle, that, there being 
a congruity between the substance and the condition in 
which it is placed, and it being impossible for the corrupt, 
as such, to inherit incorruption (50), the quick, as well as 
the dead, must be changed (51). The change will be 
sudden ; the signal, the last trump ; and it will go along with 
the resurrection of the dead (52); — it being God's purpose 
to make us, even our bodies, incorruptible and immortal 
(54) ; to which also the old Prophets bear witness, Isaiah 
(54), and Hosea (55). On which passages let it be re- 
marked, that as the " sting" of which they speak is sin, 
and the power of sin depends on the imperfect state of 
man without the Gospel (56), we — delivered as we are 
already from that — have nothing to do but to be thankful 
(57) and persevering, since we know for certain that none 
of our labour can be vain (58). 

[ The Analysis of the Sixteenth Chapter is wanting in the MS. — Ed.] 
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THE SECOND EPISTLE TO THE 
CORINTHIANS. 



Date of this Epistle after Pentecost (i Cor. xvi. 8) 
A.U. 808, A.D. 56. Probably in the autumn, to give 
time for the journeys of St. Paul himself (li. 13, 14), and 
of Titus (vii. 6), mentioned in it. The place evidently 
some town in Macedonia (ix. 2). 

§ I. Salutation (i. i, 2). 

§ II. Account of his own sufferings and proceedings quite 
or nearly ever since dispatching the former Epistle 
(i. 3 — vii. 16), with many digressions. 

1. Expression of the state of mind which his trials had pro- 
duced (3 — 7). . 

2. Statement of the last of them (probably that in Acts xix.), 
and of his deliverance (8 — 10). 

3. Request for their intercession, with the reason why he de - 
pended on it (11 — 14). He begs it (11) relying on what 
conscience told him (12), his present writing agreeing with 
his past and (perhaps) his future sentiments, — or (perhaps) 
his writings agreeing with Scripture and experience**— (13) ; 
and answering to what they had expressed (14). 

4. Account of his change of purpose about coming to Corinth 
(15— ii. 2). 

His purpose had been to pay them a second visit for their 
edification (15), passing by them into Macedonia, and re- 
turning, and so away to Judea (16). Nor was it mere light- 
ness which made him forego this, his purposes not depending 
on himself (17): — [which leads him to observe parentheti- 

* On the 13th verse Mr. Keble's note is: — "May it be imagined from this 
that Sl Paul had been charged by some with writing private letters inconsis- 
tent with what he wrote to the Church, 'which they read ; or rather,* says 
he, * consented to on meeting with it.* (There is a turn in the words kvayuf^" 
icfTf, fi Koi iwiyiy^(rK€r€, which I cannot render.) Or perhaps the word 
iiyttyty(&<rKtT€ may refer them to the Scriptures, as iwiyiv^aKrrt to their own 
conscience. 



THE SECOND EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS. 20 ^ 

cally how little reason they had in his preaching to suspect 
hira of anything like caprice or wavering (i8), the great doc- 
trine of redemption through Christ (19), and the consequent 
promises of God in Him, continuing always the same (20) ; 
and we having, to confirm us, God*s Spirit given by Himself, 
as an unction (21), a seal and an earnest of His love (22)]. 
But to return : it was not of caprice, but to spare them, that 
he gave up that purpose (23) ; [and he uses the word 
"spare" in no invidious meaning (24)] ; i.e. being a "helper 
of their joy," he would not come to them in grief (ii. i) 
which would only be spoiling his own best comfort (2). 

5. The same account given of the severity of the former 
Epistle: which, having had its effect, the censure there 
directed might now be taken off (3 — 11). Accordingly he 
had written as he did, instead of coming ; trusting to their 
affectionate feelings (3), himself in great affliction — which he 
mentions, not to grieve them, but to shew his love (4). — 
[For, as to the offender, he knew they participated in his 
grief concerning him (5); and accordingly their censures on 
him had been sufficient (6) for them now to forgive and 
cheer him (7) ; which he exhorts them to do (8) ; thus 
giving a fresh proof of the obedience which he had before 
tried (9) ; and ratifying the absolution, as before their ex- 
communication (10), to counteract the devil's work — i.e., 
I suppose, temptation to despair — (11)]. 

6. Account of his perplexity at Troas, and of his departure for 
Macedonia : with an expression of thanks to God for using 
him in the Gospel (not by way of recommending himself) ; 
and of trust in the same God (12 — ^iii. 6). He went to 
Troas, and had made a beginning (12), but was so dis- 
quieted at not meeting Titus with news from Corinth , that 
he went on into Macedonia (13). The recollection of which 
journey gives him occasion to thank God for His peculiar 
mercy towards him (14) in accepting his services as an 
Evangelist, whether successful or no (15, 16) ; which thanks 
he is bold to offer, being conscious of his sincerity (17). 
[This tone he takes, not as needing to introduce himself, or 
be introduced by others (iii. i): — the Church of Corinth, 
which he had founded, being itself his credentials (2) ; a re- 
commendation, as it were, in Christ's own hand, written 
with His Spirit on men's hearts (3).] To return : This con- 
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fidence he has towards God, not of himself, but in God 
entirely (4, 5) : — in God, who has made him minister of 
a covenant better than that of Moses, the one, alone, leading 
to death, the other to life (6). 

7. Digression on the comparative glory of the Mosaic and 
Christian Ministry (7 — 11). 

[N.B. I have just called my ministry better than that of 
Moses (6) ; now that of Moses was exceeding glorious, as 
was indicated by the anecdote of the veil (7); how much 
. more mine (8); — that bringing condemnation, the other 
pardon (9) ; the second quite eclipsing even the real glory 
of the first (10); and this confirmed by the eternity of the 
one, the transitoriness of the other (11).] 

8. Tempers suited to this glorious ministry. 

a. irapprjcria (l2 — 1 8). 

Our hope naturally leads to free access to God (12), 
unlike that separation which was indicated by Moses* veil 
(13). And if they do not acknowledge this, the fault is, 
not in the Scripture in which the obscurity is done away, 
but in their hearts, which keep the veil on the Old Testa- 
ment (14, 15). But as in Exodus, when Moses went in to 
God, he took off the veil (16), so where the Spirit of the 
Lord is there is liberty (17): and this privilege, leading 
to constant improvement in Christ's likeness, Christians 
have always (18). 
fi. Tempers suited to the Christian Ministry, continued. 

Disinterestedness (iv. i — 6). 

As God has favoured us, so we continue in the exercise 
of His favour continually (iv. i), having no self-ends, 
but doing all to commend ourselves to God (2). And if 
some perceive not, it is t/ieir oum fault, and at their own 
risk (3), for allowing the evil spirit to blind them (4) ; not 
oursy who consider Christ only as the Master, ourselves 
your servants for Christ's sake (5): We having truly in 
our hearts to perceive the glory of the Creator of the 
world, as now revealed by Jesus Christ (6). 
y. A mind superior to affliction, and set only on pleasing 
God (7 — V. 10). 

True : we are afflicted for the present : but as one final 
cause of this is clear (7), so it is not an affliction we give 
way to (8, 9) ; and accordingly it conforms us to the like- 
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ness of our Lord's life as well as His death (10, 11) : and 
works a good effect on you our converts (12). The Faith 
which the Prophets felt and taught, we feel and teach (13) 
with regard to the Resurrection particularly (14) ; — under- 
standing so much of God*s glorious purposes, as not to 
separate your spiritual interest from our own (15); de- 
siring, rather, strength from tribulation (16), when we 
consider what our brief troubles are leading to (17); and 
compare things temporal with things eternal (18). Or 
thus : if our present body were destroyed, we know of an 
eternal one to follow (v. i); therefore, even while here, 
we long for a better state (2), if we could but make sure 
of it (3) ; we long, I say, in spite of our natural dread of 
death (4), such being God*s purpose towards us, and the 
meaning of the seal of His Spirit (5). To which add the 
consideration that whilst we are here, we are away from 
Christ (6) ; it being our condition here to walk by faith 
not by sight (7). Therefore we look death in the face, 
for the sake of meeting Christ (8) : and our only ambi- 
tion is to please Him (9) : remembering the great day 
of judgment (10). 
d. The Fourth requisite for the Christian ministry : Devo- 
tion to the cause, arising from a deep sense of its im- 
portance (v. II — vi. 10). 

Having mentioned the Day of Judgment, he points out 
its effect on their labours (11); [appealing to God and 
them for the truth of what he said (11), not boastfully, 
but to help them in maintaining his cause (12); and 
whether he took that tone, or the tone of quietness, he 
had always the same thing in view (13) :] — as also the 
effect of Chrisfs great love (14), the reasonableness of 
which is shewn both from the greatness of the need, and 
the natural result of the deliverance (15). The result is, 
no relationship, to us, continues merely human (16). And 
not to us alone, but even Christ is, as it were, in a new 
world (17), in which all is directly from God, — ^both 
Christ's Ministry and ours (18) : — ours, I say, which is, 
as it were. His, both in respect of reconciliation, and of 
transmitting the ministry (19) : We are therefore properly 
ambassadors ; and this is our message ; — " Be reconciled" 
(20): this our reason: — "He hath made," &c. (21). 
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To which message from God we add our own exhor- 
tations (vi. i), confirming them by the consideration of 
the time ; that it will not last for ever, as Isaiah hints 
(2) : and preaching also by our conduct, avoiding offence 
for our office' sake (3) ; approving ourselves 
a. by patience in sufferings, inward (4), and outward^ both 

from others, and from our own self-denials (5) ; 
0. by other Christian virtues (6) ; 
y. by Christian talents (7) ; 

d. by all means and the most opposite circumstances (7,8); 
c. by the contrast between what we are and what we are 

supposed to be (8 — 10). 

9. Earnest recommendation to keep themselves from close 
connexion with unbelievers, preceded and followed by ex- 
pressions of deep affection (vi. 11 — vii. 3). 

You see how fluent myaflfection makes me (11). Indeed, 
I take more account of your true interest than you do your- 
selves (12). And the recompense I ask is, that you would 
enter into those feelings of mine (13) : especially keep your- 
selves from union with unbelievers, considering what utter 
contradiction is involved in it (14, 15); and that most in 
your relation to God as Temples of His Spirit; which is 
proved from Leviticus (16). And the consequent duty of 
separation enforced by Isaiah (17). And the reward of 
being Cjod's children proved by Jeremiah and others (18) : 
which promises we having, are bound peculiarly to all 
purity (vii. i). And with this reproof you will bear, con- 
sidering my blameless behaviour toward you (2), and that 
I speak from true affection, having no pleasure in con- 
demning you (3). 

10. Statement of his proceedings resumed, and continued to 
the return of Titus (vii. 4 — 16). 

He had been speaking of his aflfection, and this was espe- 
cially his feeling now, through the comfort he had just re- 
ceived from them (4), after his restless troubles, inward and 
outward, in Macedonia (5) ; by the return of Titus (6), and 
most by his account of the repentance of the Corinthians 
(7). Which quite put an end to his regret for having written 
sharply to them (8), and made him glad that he grieved 
them to repentance (9) : — a sort of grief not to be repented 
of, and therefore unlike the deadly sorrow men feel about 
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worldly things (lo). And the good effects of it were especi- 
ally instanced in their case (i i). Whence they might under- 
stand his true purpose in being so sharp with them (12), 
and the greatness of his comfort now, enhanced as it was by 
sympathy for the joy of Titus (13), and by finding that he 
was quite right in what he had said to him in their praise 
(14) : Titus himself delighting to dwell on the particulars 
of his reception at Corinth (15): and St Paul's confidence 
in the Corinthians being restored (16). 

§111. Concerning the collection for the poor Christians of 
Jerusalem (viii., ix.) 

T. (viii. I — ix. 5.) Exhortation to the Corinthians to be zeal- 
ous in their contributions ; 

a. by the example of the Macedonian Churches (viii. i) 
enhanced by their poverty, as their joy by their affliction 
(2), carried beyond their means (3), and earnestly pressed 
on the Apostle by their entreaties (4) ; the whole amount- 
ing to a complete surrender of themselves beyond what 
could have been ever anticipated (5) ; and leading St Paul 
especially to recommend Titus to follow up his good 
beginnings with the Corinthians on that subject (6). 
/9. The same enforced by their own superiority in other 
gifts (7) ; [not by way of command (8)] ; but in remem- 
brance of the mercies of Christ (9) ; and by their for- 
wardness in planning the contribution at first (10) j which 
required an answering zeal now (11). 
y. By the consideration of allowance made for unavoidable 

deficiencies (12). 
d. By the equity of the thing, that each should alternately 
supply the other's need with his abundance (13, 14), and 
so fulfil the lesson given typically by the manna coming 
to all in equal measure (15). 
f. By the consideration of the persons whom lie had sent 
to them; i. Titus, and his zeal for them (16, 17); 2. 
(supposed) St Luke, and his high character as an evan- 
gelist (18), particularly indicated by his appointment as 
a avv€Kdrjfios* (19), which was due to the Apostle's cha- 
racter (20, 21); 3. Another' remarkable for his great 

• A fellow-traveller, cf. Acts xix. 29. — Ed. 

' Mr. Keblc's note : " It seems clear that the two other messengers were 
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earnestness in the cause, and confidence in them* (22). 
Altogether they have the strongest claims : Titus, for 
St. Paul's sake ; the others, for the Church's and Christ's 
(23). They are therefore worthy of all the encourage- 
ment the Corinthians can give them (24) ; not that the 
Corinthians want to be taught the duty itself (ix. i), 
since their zeal for it has become exemplary to the 
Macedonians (2) ; but only to be ready (3), and not 
to disappoint and shame himself with his Macedonian 
friends (4). And this is the full account of his send- 
ing the brethren (5). 
2. The whole to be regarded rather as a privilege than as 

a duty — applicable to time, as well as money (ix. 2 — 15). 

a. As enhancing the reward (5, 6). 

/9. As pleasing God (7), who is able to give you such grace 
(8), and has promised in the Psalm to favour the profuse 
almsgiver (9), which he prays might be fulfilled in them 

(10). 

y. As occasioning thanksgiving (11), over and above the 
immediate use (12) : such donations being (as it were) 
a double sacrifice of praise for their Christian calling, 
I. in the liberality of the thing itself (13), 2. in the inter- 
cession and affection of the persons benefited (14), to 
which St. Paul most heartily adds his thanksgiving (15). 

§ IV. A strong personal remonstrance, in opposition to 
some usurping teacher or teachers, x. I — xiii. 10. 

a. Commencing with a threat, grounded on an appeal to 
a prerogative which he had in common with all the Apo- 
stles (x. I — 6). 

fi. Proceeding to special proofs of his own commission and 
integrity (x. 7 — xii. 18). 

y Applying all this to their present condition (xii. 19 — xiii. 10). 

a. Some persons had sneered at his difference of tone, when 
absent and present (x. i). He hopes they will not force him 
to use his power against those who charged him with worldly 

unknown to the Corinthians, else they would have been named as Titus 
was. Apollos, therefore, was not one." 
» ** In them," i.e. in the Corinthians. — Ed. 



THE SECOND EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS. 20/ 

motives (2) ; for though in the world, his warfare was not 
of the world (3), as would appear on considering the in- 
struments of it (4), subduing pride, and making Christ all 
in all in every man's mind (5) ; and prepared (if he could 
once see the Corinthians submitting) to avenge all other 
disobedience without delay (6). 
/3. So much for general considerations common to all Christ's 
ministers. If we descend now to those which are personal ; 
whatever reason any man can give for thinking he has 
Christ's commission, St. Paul could give the same and more 
(7). [He ventures to boast in this way, knowing that the 
event will make it good (8), and will take away all pre- 
tence of his being bold only at a distance (9 — 11).] They 
fancied he shrank from the comparison ^ It only shewed 
how they limited their views to themselves (12). 
ist., then, he kept to his own appointed rule (13), which in- 
cluded the Corinthians (14) ; and sought to confirm them 
before he went further — especially into another's province^ 
(15, 16). [Here he checks his own self-commendation 
with a prophetic text (17), and an application of it to his 
own case, and his adversaries (18).] 
2ly. They should bear with his " folly," as it was called 
(xi. i), considering his anxiety about them, whom he 
had espoused to Christ (2), and who, he now feared, 
would be seduced (3). 
3ly. They should bear with it, considering that whatever 
claim, even to a totally new gospel, any other teacher 
might set up (4), still his (St. Paul's) claim to be equal 
to the highest Apostles (5) would stand ; if not on his 
eloquence, yet on his knowledge, and indeed on all the 
experience they had had of him (6). 
4ly. They should consider his having served them freely (7), 
at the expense of other churches (8), especially of Mace- 
donia : and so he meant it should be (9), pledging him- 
self by an oath (10), not for want of love (11), but to 
silence the objectors (12); [whom he pauses to describe 

•* Mr. Keble's note : ** Perhaps the first half of the verse might be put 
in inverted commas, as being the assertion, not improbably, of St. Paul's 
rivals. " 

' Mr. Keble's note : ** It is first an object to me to make Christians better ; 
secondly, only, to make heathens Christians. " 
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as pretenders to Apostleship (13), and imitators of Satan's 
hypocrisy (14, 15)]. 

5ly. If they ^compared him with the ^/fcv^aTroorroXoi, [a topic 
which they were not to believe he entered on willingly 
(16, 17), but which others made much use of (18), and 
those well received by them (19), for all their ill-usage of 
them (20), and which he had no occasion to recur to 
considering his authority], still he had, even humanly 
speaking, as strong claims as they (21), in respect both 
of descent (22) and of services and sufferings (23); of 
which instances are given, both external (24 — 27), and 
internal (28, 29) : [The latter in part shewing his weak- 
ness, and therefore more willingly mentioned by him (30) ; 
for the sincerity of what he says, God is witness (31)]. 
And then, as if forgotten in its proper place, another in- 
stance comes in (32, 33). 

61y. The tacit comparison of the Aposde with the yjtfvd- 
ajTofrroKoi is carried on from sufferings to visions and 
revelations: a topic on which he had an especial reason 
to fear vainglory (xii. i). For after his trance fourteen 
years before, and visit, bodily or not, to Paradise and 
Heaven (2, 3, 4), [favours so great that they might be 
mentioned, as proving God's mercy to him, though he 
had nothing of his own but infirmities (5), and yet the less 
that was said of them (however true) the better, that peo- 
ple might not have overweening thoughts of him (6)], 
I say, after this trance, an affliction was sent him to check 
vainglory (7), which after three prayers (8) Christ de- 
clined to remove, to make him an example of resignation, 
which he cheerfully acquiesced in (9) ; as he did in what- 
ever he endured for Christ's sake, being strongest when 
weakest (10). 

7ly. Again expressing his unwillingness to speak so much 
of himself, and laying the blame on them ( 1 1 ), he says it 
could not at any rate be any deficiency in miracles or 
gifts, they had to complain of (12), they being at least as 
well off as the other churches (13), except in the one 
point of their not being allowed to contribute to him 
[which he meant should still be so (14) whether it lessened 
their love for him or no (15)]. 

Sly. And whereas it might be said that this refusal of his 
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was mere policy (16), he appeals to the conduct of his 

messenger, Titus, as well as his own, to shew his frank 

dealing with them (17, 18). 
y. Application of St. Paul's personal remonstrance to the pre- 
sent case of the Corinthians (xii. 19 — xiii. 10). 

He was not speaking to clear himself to them, but in 
God's presence for their good (19): fearing party-spirit 
among them, for their sake (20), and his own : fearing 
also imperfect repentance for profligacy of other kinds (21). 
This leads him to warn them that when he came this time 
he should proceed solemnly, as Christ had appointed (xiii. i) ; 
neither former nor present sinners would he spare (2) ; ac- 
cepting their challenge, and appealing to Christ's miraculous 
power within him (3) ; which abode in the midst of his out- 
ward weakness, as Christ's divine omnipotency did through 
His crucifixion (4) ; bidding them try themselves, standing 
in awe of their own great privilege of Christ's peculiar pre- 
sence, if they had not quite forfeited it (5). At any rate, he 
trusted he had not (6). And whilst he spoke thus sharply, 
his prayer was that they might so repent, as to take away all 
need for displaying his power \ though his credit might suffer 
thereby (7); for it might seem as if he had boasted falsely, 
his power not being shewn except when the vindication of 
the right of his Master required it (8). But still his joy was 
to have them go on so well and perfectly, and reform them- 
selves so thoroughly, that he might appear as no more than 
another man (9). And this was the full account of his 
writing as he did, to avoid the necessity of spiritual censures 
when present (10). 

§ V. Parting advice (11); salutation (12); and blessing 

(13). 
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§ I. Salutation (i. i — 5). 

§ II. Protest against any new Gospel (i. 6 — 10). 

§ III. Originality of St. Paul's Gospel shewn in answer 
to the undervaluers of his authority (i. 11 — ii. 14). 

§ IV. Statement and vindication of his doctrine of Justifi- 
cation (ii. 15 — IV. 7). 

§ V. Application of it to correct the practical errors of the 
Galatians (iv. 8 — ^vi. 10). 

§ VI. Conclusion, summing up the whole, and blessing 
them (vi. 10 — 18). 

§ I. i. I — 5. Salutation, reminding them of his immediate 
call from God (i), indicating offence by the tone of his 
address (2), and remembering them of the great benefit 
which they had received in Christ's dying to deliver 
them from this evil world (3 — 5), to which they were 
disposed to return. 

§ II. 6 — 10. Occasion of his writing : the rapid falling 
away to a new Gospel (6) ; though in fact there could 
be no such thing ; unless these new preachers were some 
wonderful persons (7). Once and again, therefore, he 
anathematizes those who preached any new Gospel, be 
they who they might (8, 9) : and accounts for his speak- 
ing so strongly from the consideration that he had long 
left off trying to please men, else he could not be an 
Apostle (10). 

§111. Proof of the originality of his Gospel by a review of 
his demeanour to the other Apostles. 

a. From his Conversion to a certain journey to Jerusalem (11 — 

24). 
p. During the Conference occasioned by that joumey (ii. 

I — 10). 
y. When St. Peter was at Antioch (11 — 14). 
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a. "My Gospel is not human (ii), for it was received im- 
mediately from our Saviour (12), in confirmation of which, 
consider that any prejudices I might have of my own, 
would be all in favour of Judaizing ; as is clear from my 
persecuting, as I did (13), and from my great progress in the 
old religion (14). And when I was converted, with such 
circumstances as shewed me to be one raised up specially 
(15) to preach the Gospel to the Heathen, I took no counsel 
of man (16). I was in Arabia, and at Damascus, not at all 
with the Apostles at Jerusalem (17). Three years after, 
I visited Peter (18), and saw James (19). [This statement 
I think of consequence enough to confirm it by an oath (20).] 
The rest of my time I spent in Syria and Cilicia (21), un- 
known to the Jews (22), except by report (23) and thanks- 
giving (24)." 

fi. On the second journey to Jerusalem here referred to (one 
being omitted, Acts xi. 30), Barnabas and Titus being wit- 
nesses (ii. i), St. Paul had a divine command to compare 
his Gospel with what the other Apostles preached, pri- 
vately to prevent hazard of souls (2). The rest gave the 
strongest proof of their agreement with him, by not even 
having Titus circumcised (3) ; but whatever was done, was 
done with a view to those errors which some insincere per- 
sons were trying to introduce (4), whom St Paul resisted 
constantly (5). And in conference the very chief Apostles 
(a strong proof of God's not respecting persons) made no 
difference, added nothing to him (6). But seeing the pecu- 
liar trust and favour which had been conferred on him, — 
which they knew by the same signs as in St. Peter's case, — 
they made a compact with him and St. Barnabas, to divide 
the ministry between them (7 — 9) ; only with a caution to 
remember the poor of Jerusalem, which, as St. Paul reminds 
the Galatians, he was earnest in fulfilling (10). 

y. The strongest proof of St Paul's independence was his re- 
sisting St. Peter at Antioch (11), whose error was, withdraw- 
ing himself from intercourse with the Gentiles for fear of 
offending some Jews (12) ; which misled the other Jews and 
St Barnabas himself (13), and led to a strong remonstrance 
from St Paul on the inconsistency of his conduct (14). 
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§ IV. Statement and Vindication. 

a. The Doctrine of Justification stated as the ground of Chris- 
tian Faith (15, 16). 

/3. Vindicated from the charge of immorality (17 — 20). 

y. Shewn inconsistent with the error of going back to the Law 
for righteousness (21 — iii. 18). 

d. Reconciled with the Law by considering the Law's pre- 
paratory nature (19 — iv. 7. 

a. Such persons as St. Peter and I, with all our Jewish privi- 
leges (15), have found it necessary to become Christians, to 
obtain the pardon by faith in Christ, which can never be ob- 
tained by works of any law (16). 

/3. If those who seek pardon through Christ are still found im- 
penitent, that is not the fault of the doctrine (17), but of the 
person acting so inconsistently (18); the very drift and 
meaning of the change from the Law taught by that Law), 
to the Gospel, being "a life unto God" (19) ; a crucifixion, 
with Christ, unto sin ; and a life, in Christ, by Faith (20). 

y. Inconsistency of the doctrine of Pardon through faith in 
Christ with the supposed necessity of the Law, 

1. If Pardon could be had by any Law (or other way), 
Christ's death was unnecessary (21); — a consideration 
which it was strange had not occurred to the Galatians, 
who had been so carefully taught the whole process of our 
Lord's crucifixion (iii. i). 

2. Spiritual gifts being annexed to Justification, if the Gala- 
tians received the Spirit by faith without the Law, they 
were so justified (2), [a topic which strongly marks how 
preposterous their error was (3), and how they were throw- 
ing away the fruits of the sufferings too (4)]. But it was 
enough to ask the question again (5). 

3. Abraham was justified by faith (6), and your glory is to 
be sons (representatives) of Abraham ; therefore you must 
be justified so too (7). And this explains how all nations 
are blessed in him : i.e. by the admission of the Gentiles to 
favour, in a similar way (8). The blessing of Abraham 
therefore, i.e. Justification, is confined to the faithful (9) ; 
— those who depend on the I^aw being in fact under the 
curse annexed to the disobedient (10). And besides: 
whereas the man whom God accounts righteous is he 
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who lives by faith in an unseen reward (ii); the Law 
provides no such principle, but a present temporal re- 
ward (12). In a word, so far was the Law from conveying 
the blessing of Abraham, that Christ was crucified on pur- 
pose to redeem men from the curse of it, — the manner of 
His death being such as to indicate this (13); — thus pur- 
chasing a right to justify all nations as Abraham was 
justified, and to seal that mercy with His promised 
Spirit (14). 
4. This topic of Abraham's acceptance may be urged to dis- 
prove the need of the Law, in the following way : — 

Even among human covenants, no alteration may take 
place without mutual consent (15). But God's covenant 
to Abraham was a free promise (not to all his seed, but to 
a chosen individual, viz. Christ, as was indicated by the 
Hebrew idiom 3nT), to forgive all faithful and resigned per- 
sons for His sake {16). This the Law, 430 years after, 
cannot invalidate {17), the notion of a subsequent Law 
with firesh conditions, and a free promise at first, being 
incongruous (18). 
5. Objection: Is not this making the Law useless? Ajiswer : 
The Law was (q. d.) an addition to the first scheme, to be 
a witness to the world against sin, and a check to it, till the 
appointed time should come, — administered, not by the Son 
of God Himself, but by angels (cf Heb. ii. 2, &c.), and 
through a mediator (19) ; [which last circumstance implies 
that it was a proper covenant, — a mediator or umpire imply- 
ing two parties : but if so, it could not make any change in 
the old covenant, except it were made between the same 
two parties : now the parties to the old Covenant were God 
and Christ, to the Mosaic, God and the Jews ; therefore one 
only of the former was a party to the latter ; therefore the 
former was not affected by the latter {20)]. And as the 
purpose of the Law is thus stated without any impeachment 
of the Promise, so the substance of it is a fiill confirmation of 
the Faith. For it does not profess to be the life-giving Law, 
else of course righteousness might have been won through 
it {21); but now it has expressly convicted all men of sin 
and imperfect means of recovery, to prepare the way for the 
Gospel (22) : up to which time, it was a guard and restraint 
(23) : and so acted (to change the image) as a kind of school- 
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master to bring us to Christ and His righteousness by faith 
(24) : whose office was superseded when faith came (25). 
To enter into the spirit of this, remember the privilege of 
sonship (26), which you received at Baptism, having then 
been put as it were in Christ's place (27) ; and that without 
distinction of birth, station, or sex (28). Remember also the 
privilege of heirships consequent upon the former by virtue 
of the promise to Abraham (29). And to understand the 
difference of our condition now and under the Law, consider 
these privileges as having been (as it were) in abeyance, like 
those of a child in infancy (iv. i) under guardians at the 
father's discretion {2). So our privileges were no more than 
those of a slave, or a child learning his letters : those sensible 
rules or motives by which we were in a degree managed, 
being no more than an alphabet to higher things (3). But 
now that our Saviour has come, in all things like unto us, 
incarnate, and subject to the Law (4), we, being redeemed 
by Him, are fully adopted as sons (5), of which the Spirit of 
filial love is a seal (6) ; and thus the difference of Jews and 
Christians is that of servants and sons and heirs of God 
through Christ (7). 

§ V. Application of the Doctrine of the Epistle to correct 
fhe practical errors of the Galatians (iv. 8 — vi. 10). 

a. Inconsistency of the Gentile converts in thus receding to 
the Law. 

** Your idolatry before was so far excusable, that it was ac- 
companied with ignorance (8) ; but your present voluntary 
submission to that imperfect state admits of no such pallia- 
tion (9), e.g. your observance of days (10) enough to excite 
my worst fears (n)." 
/3. Appeal to their former feelings towards him {12 — 20). 

** Why cannot you take my word, who was once in the 
same error? you have no cause to mistrust me, as if you had 
deserved ill of me (12). Though it was not deliberate kind- 
ness, but some infirmity which brought me among you, at 
first, as a missionary (13) ; yet nothing could exceed your 
respect for me (14), and devotion to me (15). You have 
not surely come to dislike me for telling you the truth (16). 
It is rather the flattery of those who want to persuade you 
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that you want one thing to be full partakers of the Gospel, 
they hoping to make themselves your idols (17). But as to 
whatever might flatter you, if you had any right to it when 
I was among you, how childish in you to give it up merely 
because I am away (18) ! Indeed, I feel towards you as to 
children in the birth {19) : — and would I were with you ! 
that I might suit my instructions to your immediate occasion, 
so perplexed am I (20).'' 

y. Appeal (as it were an after-thought) to the history of Abra- 
ham, which is shewn to be typical (iv. 21 — v. i). 

" To make the matter as clear as possible, I will explain to 
you the meaning of a portion of Genesis, which the admirers 
of the Law cannot gainsay (21)." The history of Abraham 
having two sons abridged (22, 23) ; explained to be the two 
Covenants — the Jewish (24) [to which in the case of Agar 
there is an allusion in the very name] (25), and Christian 
(26), according to the Prophecy of her supernatural fruitful- 
ness (27). Isaac therefore is the representative of Christians 
(28) ; his being taunted by Ishmael, the type of their persecu- 
tion from the Jews (29). The decree of Ishmael's expulsion 
the type of God's admitting the faithful only to justification 
(30). We being therefore children of the freewoman (31) 
must stand fast in our liberty (v. i). 

5. Importance of the point of circumcision. 

" Virtually you give up the liberty and the blessing of Christ 
by submitting to circumcision (2) ; for you bind yourselves 
to the whole Mosaic Law (3), breaking the Covenant of 
Justification by faith, and falling from God's favour (4), 
which we are taught by His Spirit to expect only by Faith 
(5) \ i-C- practical faith, — circumcision, uncircumcision, and 
every thing else, being then of no consequence (6). And so 
you had once begun to act : what has checked you ? (7). 
Not He that called you, in any way (8) ; but it is an infusion 
of evil teachers (9), which I hope you will get rid of (lo). 
Least of all, does it come from me, else why am I still perse- 
cuted, or any one else, by the Jews? (11). It were best to 
excommunicate such perverters at once (12)." 

€. Caution against abuse of Christian liberty, shewing by the 
way the true root of the error of the Galatians (13 — 25). 

" Observe that when we talk of Christian liberty, we mean 
nothing at random, but a service of love (13). [I say * s 
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vice of love :' because, as far as the Law is binding, its 
accomplishment is secured by that one principle, which is 
indeed the same as Moses has delivered in other words (14) ; 
whereas in the disputes about it, you seem in danger of 
going to the extremest faults against it (15).] Or thus: 
once try to conduct yourselves by the Spirit, and your earthly 
tendencies will be kept in order of course (16) ; it being out 
of the question for those who have any principle of that kind 
to live at their own will and pleasure {17): and in such 
proportion as you permit the Spirit (as a kind friend) to 
guide you, you are freed from the penalties and restraints of 
Law (18). And the rule is clear enough : it consists in 
avoiding such and such things, as unchristian (19 — 21) ; and 
pursuing others as the blessings of the Spirit, and as sealing 
our release from condemnation by the Law (22, 23). And 
do not say this is impossible ; for all Christians have re- 
ceived a power to keep themselves in order, and have 
pledged themselves to do so, in virtue of Christ's cross (24) : 
They live by the Spirit, — how inconsistent in them not to 
walk by the Spirit !" [It was neglect therefore of practical 
holiness, and not of points of doctrine, which led the Gala- 
tians to their error] (25). 

f. Caution particularly against vanity and consequent unkind - 
ness (v. 26 — vi. 5). Especially is it unworthy of those who 
have such a rule, to be vainglorious, disputatious, envious 
(26); or to treat the real faults of others in any other but 
a spirit of meekness, considering ourselves (vi. i). Rather 
it should make us submit to any inconveniences even when 
deserved by others, in imitation of Christ (2) : the self- 
consequence which would hinder this, being a mere dream 
of one's own fancy (3) ; and the only true satisfaction one 
can have, arising from the sober approval of one's own con- 
duct on examination, without comparison with others, or 
appeal to their judgment (4). This is evident from the 
simple doctrine of personal responsibility (5). 

1;, Recommendation of charity, especially to the teachers of 
the Gospel (6 — 10). The duty inculcated (6), on the groun d 
that whatever might be fancied, there is no deceiving God, 
nor evading the rule of retribution (7) ; which proceeds, 
both for good and evil, in strict analogy with God's ordi- 
nary dealings (8) ; and therefore perseverance is only rea- 
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sonable as in husbandry (9), as also vigilance in seizing 
all opportunities (lo). 

§ VI. Conclusion : — 

In which he draws their attention to the importance of the 
subject ; his strong sense of which was indicated by his writ- 
ing so long a letter with his own hand (11). The point at 
issue being in fact no less than the virtue of the Cross of 
Christ : which those who preached the Judaizing doctrine 
wished to avoid conforming themselves to (12). It being clear 
that this was their real motive ; for they did not pretend to 
keep the rest of the Law, but wanted to win men to their par- 
tial conformity, that they might keep themselves in countenance 
by their example (13). In opposition to whom, St. Paul de- 
clares his resolution to depend on nothing but the doctrine of 
the Cross (14) ; in comparison of which, all these outward dis- 
tinctions were absolutely nothing (15). And on such as follow 
his rule he pronounces a blessing (16). And so, first hinting 
the peculiar unkindness of annoying him who had suffered so 
much for Christ (17), commends them to His grace, and bids 
them farewell (18). 
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§ I. Salutation, and congratulation on the conversion 

of the Ephesians (i. l — ii. 22). 
§ II. Account of St. Paul's special interest in it (lii. i — 21). 
§111. Consequent exhortations : 

To Unity (iv. I — 16). Purity (17 — 24). Government 

of the Tongue (25 — v. 21). Relative duties (22 — vi. 9). 

Universal goodness under the similitude of armour 

(10 — 18). 
§ IV. Farewell, and blessing (19 — 24). 

§ I. a. Salutation. The Ephesians addressed simply as Chris- 
tians, and St Paul described simply as an Apostle. — 
The Epistle may therefore be expected to be of most 
universal application (i. i, 2). 

/3. Thanksgiving to God for calling us to be Christians 
(3 — 14). He gives glory to God for the abundance of 
spiritual blessings (3), corresponding to His final pur- 
pose, known to Him for ever, to make us good by 
making us Christians (4) ; I mean His purpose of adopt- 
ing us by Jesus Christ (5) ; that His grace might be 
glorified in us. a, in our acceptance through Christ (6), 
and the forgiveness of our sins (7) ; b. in the wisdom and 
prudence of His revelation (8, 9), reserved for the later 
dispensation ; — the revelation, I mean, of Christ's me- 
diatorship (9, 10) : in whom both we Jews, set apart by 
His purpose to believe first (ii, 12), have a part, and 
also you Gentiles, by hearing, Faith and Baptism (13) ; 
so receiving the Spirit for an earnest of their inherit- 
ance, till all be fulfilled, and all to His glory (14). 

y. Intercession, corresponding to the former Thanksgiving 
(15— ii. 10). 

The report of their Faith and Love (15) caused him 
to give continual thanks, and to pray (16) that they might 
have more and more knowledge of Christ (17), and of 
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their Christian Privileges, here summed up in two 
heads (A and B) : 

A. The hope of their calling and rich inheritance (18), 

B. Omnipotence of God on our side, evinced 

I St, in the resurrection and glorification of Christ (19 — 
21) of which He graciously considers it the sum, 
that He is made Head of the Church (22, 23) ; 
2nd, in our resurrection, when dead in sin (ii. i), [both 
Gentile (2) and Jew, having been of old alike under 
the power of the Devil, to please themselves (3), and 
alike delivered only by God's mercy through Christ 
(4)], our resurrection, I say, and ascension with Him 
(5, 6) the full effect of which will only be understood 
in another world {7). 

And N.B. all this is entirely a matter of free grace 
and favour (8), not earned by works, therefore not 
to be boasted of (9), as the very nature of the case 
shews : God made us for good works, therefore we 
can never make Him our debtor (10). 
5. Recommendation to compare often their former state 
with their present (ii — 22). 

Consider your former condition as Gentiles and un- 
circumcised (11), without Mediator, Church, Covenant, 
Hope or God (12); and then your present, — brought 
near by the blood of Christ (13) ; — one of His attributes 
being to be our Peace, uniting us together, and doing 
away the enmity which separated between us and God 
(14) ; doing away also the law of express outward ser- 
vices, and substituting the law of love, so as to re-create 
both Jew and Gentile alike after His own image (15), 
and reconcile both to God by His Cross for ever (16). 
And not only hath He done this, but revealed it too 
(i7)> giving us alike access by the same Spirit unto the 
Father (18), so that now we are at home with God (19), 
part of that building of which the Apostles and Prophets 
are the foundation, and Jesus Christ the head-comer- 
stone (20) : inasmuch as He keeps the whole in its place, 
so that it is gradually completed to be a fit temple by 
His divine power {21): in Him, I say, to crown these 
mercies, you are inserted by Christianity, to be an habi- 
tation for God (22). 
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§11. Expression of St. PauVs peculiar interest in the 
Conversion of the Gentiles (iii. i — 21). [The whole 
section is parenthetical, inserted to enforce the prac- 
tical admonitions which follow.] 

Now St. Paul was at this time in prison for vindicating the 
right of the Gentiles to be Christians (iii. i) ; as would well 
appear if they regarded the history of his ministry (2), especially 
the revelation made to him (to which he had formerly referred) 

(3) ; according to the state of their information on such points 

(4) to him^ I say, and to the other Apostles, first of all men 
(5), the mystery of the conversion of the Gentiles (6) by the 
Gospel, of which he became a minister (7). An astonishing 
instance of God's power, on comparing the instrument with 
the message (8), revealing so deep a mystery, not only to all 
men (9), but also to angels (10) ; the message, I mean, of 
Christ's mediation purposed for ever (11), accomplished in 
our acceptance through Him (12) : — the greatest encourage- 
ment to pray that no tribulation might make him faint (13), 
and that God would continue the gift of spiritual strength 
(14 — 16), of the presence of Christ by Faith (17), of Christian 
understanding (18, 19) : for all which he gives glory to God 
(20, 21). 

§ III. Exhortations consequent on the statement of Chris- 
tian Privileges : 

a. to Unity (iv. i — 16). 

This your calling requires a corresponding demeanour (i) 
in the way of meekness (2), and particularly with a view 
to the preservation of Christian Unity (3), the reasonable- 
ness of which is plain on considering the identity of our 
hope (4), of our Mediator, and His ways of saving us (5), 
of our God (6). Yet in this unity there is great diversity, 
as Christ has pleased (7), according to the Psalmist's pro- 
phecy (8), [which, N.B., implies previous humiliation (9), 
and shews whom God delights to honour (10)], fulfilled 
in the various extraordinary offices and gifts communi- 
cated to the Church (11), with a view to the improvement 
of the whole (12), till they were come to true Christianity 
(13), and to defend us from religious jugglery (14); so 
that we may by truth and love grow like Him (15), from 
whom, incessantly, the happy growth proceeds (16). 
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p. To Purity (17—24). 

Again, we must not walk at random, as the Gentiles do (17), 
with darkened minds (18), given up to uncleanness (19), 
whereas the very drift of Christian instruction is (20, 21) 
putting off the likeness to Adam (22), and an inward re- 
newal (23) after the likeness of Christ (24). 
y. In particular, self-government towards others is enforced: 
In respect oi truth (25). In respect oi anger ^ which must 
be checked as soon as perceived (26), lest the Devil " im- 
pose on" us {27). In respect of honesty {28). In re- 
spect of unsound conversation, which particularly grieves 
the Holy Ghost (29, 30). In respect of unkind words 
{31), for which the temper of God in Christ must be 
substituted (32), as it is natural for darling children to 
imitate their parents (v. i), and for those to walk in 
love for whom Christ offered Himself (2). In respect 
of immodesty^ which should not be named (3) nor (es- 
pecially) jested upon \ rather our discourse should tend 
to thanksgiving (4) ; considering the serious consequences 
of impurity (5), which is the very cause of God's wrath 
against the Heathen (6), with whom as such we have no 
more to do (7), we being turned from darkness to light 
(8), i.e. holiness, which is the natural result of the Spirit 
(9) ; and so approve what God loves (10), and expose what 
He hates (11). These sins being disgraceful to speak of, 
are best exposed by their contraries (12, 13), as is implied 
in the mention of light in a well-known formula (14). Be 
therefore very careful (15) considering the bad times (16), 
e.g. avoiding excess of wine, that the Spirit may dwell in 
you (18), [marking God's will (17)] delighting in Psalms 
(19), thanksgiving (20), mutual submission (21). 
3. Relative duties. 

a. Of the marriage relation (22 — 33). 

Duty of submission on the wife's part (22), considering 
the analogy between her relation to the husband, and 
that of the Church to Christ (23, 24). Of love on the 
husband's part, considering Christ's love for the Church 
(25), which (observe) was not a blind fondness, but 
such as tended most to her purity (26, 27), both being 
grounded on the very close connexion between them, 
like that of the head and members of the same body 
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(28 — 30) ; as is signified in the words of the institution 
of marriage (31), which had a deeper meaning, refer- 
ring to Christ and the Church (32), but are mentioned 
now particularly, to enforce the duties of the conjugal 
love {33). 

b. Relative duties of Children and Parents. 

Of children from natural equity (vi. i) from God's com- 
mandment (2), enforced by promise (3). Of Parents, 
not to provoke, but calmly to instruct (4). 

c. Of slaves and masters. 

Slaves must shew due respect (5) and sincerity as to 
God (6) ; which thought should also teach them to 
serve with good will (7), considering that God's re- 
wards will be distributed impartially (8). Masters must 
rule by love rather : remembering His impartiality to 
whom they must give account 
r. Concluding exhortation to entire Holiness : in a Parable 
from the Armour of the Roman soldiers (10 — 20). 

Universal duty of Christian courage (10), of such prepara- 
tion for our spiritual warfare, as may be expressed by 
completely arming ourselves (ii), most needful, con- 
sidering that we have not men but spirits to contend 
with, and very powerful spirits (12) : our only chance 
is to arm ourselves entirely (13) : so to take our station, 
guided with truth (i.e. a notion of things as they are, 
not fancies). Armed on the breast with righteousness, 
i.e. good conduct (14) : shod with Christian good tem- 
per'' (15): Resignation to cover all (16): the doctrine 
of eternal life to keep off speculative objections : and 
the Word of God always ready to defend us as a sword 
(17) : with continual prayer, and intercession (18), 
which last he particularly asks for himself (19, 20) '. 

§ IV. (21 — 24) For information as to himself they are 
referred to Tychicus (21, 22). And so he ends with 
a blessing on them (23), and on all good Christians 
(24). 

' Mr. Keble*s note : ** The thing meant is, I suppose, the good temper of 
the Gospel, preparing us especially for minor difficulties." 

* Mr. Keble's note : ** This Section is perhaps the most poetical in St. Paul's 
writings. Compare with it Wisdom v. 17—20." 



THE EPISTLE TO THE PHILIPPIANS. 



This Epistle is, perhaps, (except those to the Thessa- 
lonians,) the most like a private letter of all St. Paul's 
Epistles to Churches. It naturally writes off in Seven 
Paragraphs : 

§ I. Salutation, and assurance of his devout remembrance 
of them (i. I — ii). 

§ II. Comfort in respect of his imprisonment : as to the 
progress of the Gospel : and as to the probability of 
his coming to them again (i. 12 — 26). 

§ III. Admonition to them to keep up union and perse- 
verance, and to live in the Spirit of Christ's Incarnation 
(i. 27 — ii. 18). 

§ IV. Arrangements which he was making to communi- 
cate with them (ii. 19 — 30). 

§ V. Caution against debasers of the Gospel (iii. i — iv. i). 

§ VI. Interference to reconcile two persons who had quar- 
relled, leading to an exhortation to cheerfulness and 
kindness (iv. 2 — 9). 

§ VII. Thanks for their contributions, and farewell (iv. 
10—23). 

§ I. Salutation (i, 2) ; assurance of the thankful joy with which 
he remembered them as Christians, from his first acquaintance 
with them (3 — 5) ; and of his confidence in their perseverance 
(6) ; which they had well deserved by their recollection of, 
and sympathy with, him (7) : also of his wish to see them (8), 
and his prayer for their increase in spiritual wisdom (9), till 
they become, practically, perfect in it (10), according to the 
natural result of Christ's Gospel (11). 

§ II. (i. 12 — 26), With regard to himself, his imprisonment had 
tended to the furtherance of the good cause (12), being much 
talked of in the Praetorium and generally (13), and adding 
boldness to the efforts of the Christians (14) ; so that the very 
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spite of his enemies exulting over his calamity served to dis- 
seminate the truth, as well as the honest eflforts of his friends 
viewing it as a part of his testimony (15 — 17): a matter of 
joy to him in the event, in whatever spirit it was done (18). 
To him, I say, personally, as it gave him more and more hope 
of his final acceptance, by their intercession and God*s sanc- 
tification (19), through courage and resignation to life and 
death (20); which two being compared, though for himself 
he would rather die, for their sake he consents, as it were, 
to live (21 — 24); 'and predicts that he shall do so, and see 
them again to their edification and comfort (25, 26). 

§ III. This (comfort) would, however, depend on their conduct, 
their unanimity in the good cause particularly (27), and their 
fortitude in calamity, — the best earnest of salvation (28), and 
a special favour over and above their Christian calling (29), — 
in imitation of St. Paul himself (30). He adjures them, there- 
fore, by all the privileges of Christianity (ii. i) to be united (2), 
humble (3), waiting on one another (4), in imitation of Christ's 
temper (5), shewn in His leaving His first glory (6), and taking 
the form of a slave, as He did in becoming man (7) ; and suf- 
fering death, even Crucifixion (8), which was rewarded by His 
glorification (9) ; to be Lord over all in heaven, earth, and 
hell (10); and to be the Mediator through whom all glory 
should be given to God (n) ; which is the greatest reason for 
their persevering as they had done, sincerely, and in an awful 
sense of God's working in them (12, 13) ; without murmuring 
or disputing (14), innocent, as an example to a bad world 
(15), and that the Apostle might see the fruit of his labour 
in them at last (16) : — labour which, if it ended in martyrdom, 
ought to be the greatest joy to them, as the thought of it was 
to him (17, 18). 

§ IV. Not but he wanted the comfort of knowing how they were 
going on : and therefore he was going to send them Timothy 
(19), being the only person on whom he could depend for 
thorough sympathy with regard to them (20), all being more 
or less taken up with themselves (21). But him they knew by 
proof (22) ; and he should send him as soon as he was out of 
suspense as to himself (23), trusting himself to come soon (24). 
For the present he had sent Epaphroditus, qualified by his 
connexion both with him and with them (25), and earnestly 
longing to see them again after his illness (26) ; which, how- 
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ever severe, had been removed, — an especial mercy to St Paul 
and him (27). Him he had now sent for their mutual comfort 
(28), recommending him to their special care (29), who had 
so nearly lost his life in waiting on Christ and Christ's minis- 
ter (30). 

§ V. (iii. I — iv. I.) Having cheered them up, he now proceeds 
to admonish them, rather wishing to use too much than too 
little care for their security (i). And his admonition is against 
the Judaizing teachers, and their mangling, which they called 
circumcision (2), whereas the true circumcision was only with 
Christians (3), And this he says the more emphatically, since 
he had the authority of one possessing in the highest degree 
the external Jewish advantages (4), in circumcision, birth, sect 
(5), zeal, obedience (6). Yet all these, and whatever else he 
had that seemed good, he was willing to give up for Christ, 
and that without hesitation, as chaff or refuse (7, 8). For 
Christ, I say, and that righteousness which can only be had 
of God by faith in Him (9), i.e. the actual knowledge of His 
Resurrection and Death, by living a life conformable to them 
(10), in hope of the resurrection (11), never once supposing 
that he had done enough : since the very purpose for which 
Christ had overtaken him was to put him in a state of continual 
exertion (12); he knew he had not got his crown (13), but 
was still racing towards the heavenly goal (14) : let this temper 
be our test of Christian perfection ; and if we sincerely cherish 
it, God will rectify what is in us at variance with it (15). Only 
keep fast hold, practically and peacefully, of the good you have 
already got (16). Such being the Apostle's temper, he calls 
on his converts to imitate him and his imitators (17) ; for 
which caution there was great need, through the number of 
seducers, of whom he had warned them as enemies to the 
Cross (i.e. recommending base compliances to avoid perse- 
cution) (18): abandoned, selfish, impudent, earthly-minded 
(19). Whereas the city to which he invited them was hea- 
venly, and would be revealed by the coming of our Lord (20), 
to raise and change our bodies according to His supreme 
sovereignty (21). And with this awful topic he concludes 
his affectionate exhortation to them, to stand fast as they 
were ir the Lord (iv. i). 

§ VI. (iv. 2 — 9). Evodias and Syntyche to be reconciled (2). The 
husband (perhaps) of one of them to assist them ; considering 

Q 
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how they had helped St. Paul (3). Let all live in Christian 
cheerfulness (4) and exemplary equity, in expectation of the 
Lord (5) ; without carefulness, throwing all that on God (6). 
So might they be sure of His peace to keep their hearts and 
thoughts (7). One care only should they have : to do all that 
is right (8), as he had taught them and set the example (9). 
§ VII. (iv. 10 — 23). Assurance of his thankfulness for the re- 
newal of their liberality, which in purpose wanted no renew- 
ing (10); — not on his own account, who had learned the lesson 
of contentment in wealth and poverty alike (11 — 13), but on 
theirs who had well done (14) ; as, indeed, they were the only 
converts from whom he accepted such aid at first (15), having 
been twice supplied in the three weeks he stayed at Thessa- 
lonica (16). His joy then was that their reward would be in- 
creased (17). For himself he had more than enough, and God 
would take it as a meet sacrifice (18), and would reward their 
need in like manner (19). Doxology (20). Farewell (21, 22). 
Benediction (23). 
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§ I. Salutation, and expression of St. Paul's interest in 

the Colossians, and thankfulness on account of them 

(i. I — 29). 
§ n. Warning against mixing human inventions with the 

Gospel (ii. i — 23). 
§ in. Exhortation to holiness generally (iii. i — 17). 
§ IV. Relative duties (iii. 18 — iv. i). 
§ V. Concluding cautions, messages, and salutations (iv. 

2—18). 

§ I. (i. I — 29). The Colossians being unknown to St. Paul per- 
sonally, are addressed simply as Christians (i, 2). He assures 
them of the part they had, a. in his thanksgiving (3 — 8) : p. in 
his prayers (9 — 23) : y. in the consolation of his troubles 
(24—29). 

a. He remembered them always in his devotions with thanks- 
giving (3), since he has heard of their conversion and cha- 
rity (4). Thanksgiving, I say, for their part in the hope of 
Heaven (5) : — that Gospel hope, upon which they were en- 
deavouring to act (6), to which Epaphras had introduced 
them (7), who himself told St. Paul of them (8). 
p. And as he gave thanks, so he prayed for their daily growth 
in Christian wisdom (9), and in Christian practice, the only 
way to that wisdom (10), especially in respect of resignation 
(11), and thankfulness in trouble for their Christian calling 
(12), i.e. for being turned from Satan to Christ (13), who is, 
a, our Redeemer (14), 3, God's image; infinitely great, and 
so first-bom™ over all even in His human nature (15), ac- 
cording to His hereditary right as Creator of all (16), pre- 
existent, and preserver of all (17) ; and more peculiarly abso- 
lute over the Church, and first-bom from the dead (His oUo- 
vofila thus bearing an analogy to His natural govemraent) (18). 

■ Mr. Keble*s Note : ** I suppose the word has reference to dignity rather 
than tim€. Our Lord in His human nature is the wpotrSroKos of creation : and 
well may it be so, for by Him (in His Divine nature) all things were created." 

Q2 ^ 
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All which depends on His being very God, inhabiting (as 
it were) very man*^ {19), and the chosen instrument, in 
some unspeakable way connected with His sufferings, of all 
reconciliation with God everywhere (20). And as their 
privilege was thus great in itself, so it was enhanced by the 
consideration of what they were called from ; which made 
them a special instance of that reconciliation (21) ; to whom 
individually Christ's death, and the sanctification and salva- 
tion depending on it, were now ensured, if they only kept 
the faith (22, 23). 
y. The thought of this their faith gave him joy in his suffer- 
ings, and encouraged him to suffer on for the Church (24), of 
which by a special dispensation he had been made a minister 
(25), to make known more particularly the mystery of Christ 
as the Saviour of the Gentiles (26, 27) ; which he laboured 
to do, bringing it home to every man by God's help (28, 29). 
§ II. (ii. I — 23). With regard to themselves especially they 
shared his anxiety, with all Christians whom he had not seen 
(i), for that comfort and growth in true wisdom (2) which is 
only to be had in Christ (3). Which last caution he added 
against deceivers by plausible argument (4) : — ^having much 
approved their beginning, in respect both of good order and of 
firmness (5), and only wishing them to continue and go on, 
upon the one foundation they had received (6, 7). They must 
therefore be on their guard generally against any encroachments 
which human philosophy might make on the Gospel (8). For 
as Christ has in Him the fulness of God (9) ; so have Chris- 
tians, as such, already the fulness of Christ, the sovereign of 
all (10) by spiritual circumcision (11), i.e. Baptism, which is 
also a spiritual burial and resurrection (12) ; conveying even to 
Heathens a new life with Christ by forgiveness (13) ; the charge 
against us being blotted out, or nailed to the Cross, and so 
cancelled (14) : and the evil spirits openly led in triumph (15). 
And in the assertion of their Christian liberty, they were par- 
ticularly to be on their guard against doctrines of the ritual ob- 
servance of meats and days (16), [on this principle, that the 
shadow gives way to the substance (17)], or of voluntary ritual 
observance, or "Angel-worship;*' calling itself humihty, and 

■ Mr. Keblc's Note : ** From the common usage with regard to this word 
(«&8^«n7<rc) I could fancy that rrav r6 xX-fipwfia might be the nominative case ; and 
in that way the sentence flows on better to the next infinitive, diroKaraAAd^cu/* 
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being presumption (i8) ; and fundamentally wrong, in that it 
swerves, more or less, from Christ the only Mediator (19). It 
was contrary to the perfection of their Christian calling (20) to 
be subject to such trifling (21), transitory, human rules (22); 
which, in a show of austere wisdom, pervert fasting from its 
right use, and make it ritual instead of moral® (23). 
§ HI. (iii. I — 17). From the particular errors mentioned above, 
and considered as inconsistent with the condition of a Chris- 
tian, the Apostle passes to the delineation of that temper which 
alone suits the Christian privileges ; which consists in seeking 
(i) and minding (2) heavenly, not earthly things: in being 
dead here, and our true Hfe with Christ in Heaven (3) : yet 
with a sure hope of meeting Him in glory (4). Parts of this 
dispensation will be, 

ist. The mortification of our impure desires (5), which draw 
do^vIl God's anger on the Heathen (6) ; as the Colossians, 
recollecting their own days of Heathenism, might too well 
know (7). 

2nd. Correction of irasciUJe passions, especially in respect of 
angry words (8). 

3rd. Speaking the truth to one another ; which is especially 
required by our change from the likeness of Adam (9) to 
that of Christ (10), a change common to one as much as 
another (11). 

4th. Cultivation of good feelings, gentleness, &c. (12), espe- 
cially forgiveness in imitation of Christ (13) ; and to crown 
all, charity (14). 

5th. Habitual reference of all things to the peace (or appro- 
bation) of God with thankfulness (15). 

6th. Cliristian conversation and meditation, assisted by 
divine poetry and music (16). 

7th. Mingling all we do with Christian motives, and Chris- 
tian thankfulness. 
§ IV. (iii. 18 — iv. i). E.g. Let wives practise on this principle 

" Mr. Kcblc*s Note: ** Perhaps the verse might be rendered: — 'Which 
things have a show (not the substance) of wisdom in aiTected volimtary service 
and humility, and unsparing use of the body, not in any real respect shewn to 
it in regard of surfeit (or, in the way of guanling against surfeit) of the ap- 
petite.* iv iOtKodpriaKtl^t k.t.A. being opposed to iv rtfiff k.t.A., and not 
the latter exegetic of the former. . . . Thus the passage, at the same time that 
it does away with ritual^ confirms and inculcates moral Fasting. 
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obedience (i8); husbands, love and sweetness (19); children, 
submission (20); parents, condescension (21); slaves, loyalty 
in sight and out of sight (22), not feeling themselves degraded, 
as knowing that they serve the Lord (23), and shall be paid 
their wages by Him, whether for good (24) or for evil (25). 
Let masters treat their slaves fairly ; remembering their own 
subjugation to God (iv. i). 
§ V, (iv. 2 — 18). Farewell admonitions, 

isL To pray with perseverance, attention, and thankfulness 
(2), especially for the Apostle, that he might do his duty (3, 4). 

2nd. To use all Christian wisdom, with a view particularly 
to the Gentiles (5), especially in their conversation, the rule of 
which is exactly given (6). Reference for further information 
to Tychicus (7, 8), and to Onesimus (9). 

Salutations from his Jewish helpers (10, 11), and from Epa- 
phras (12), according to his particular interest in them (13): 
and from other Gentile companions of the Apostle (14). Salu- 
tation to Laodicea (15). The letter to Laodicea and Colossae 
should be mutually read (i6). . Message to Archippus (17). 
Farewell (18), 



THE FIRST EPISTLE TO THE 
THESSALONIANS. 



§ I. (i., ii., iii.) EXPRESSIONS of love and encouragement. 
§ II. (iv., V.) Good advice for the future. 

§ I. a. Salutation (i. i). 

j3. Assurance that their conduct was matter of thanksgiving 

to him (i. 2 — ii. 13). 
y. Encouragement from considering the present state of 

Christianity in Judea, and with regard to the Jews (ii. 

14 — 16). 
d. Expression of his feelings with regard to his visiting 

them, and on receiving Timothy's report of them (ii. 17 

—iii. 13). 

j3. It was matter of daily thanksgiving to him to think of 
them (2) for their Christian conversation {3), the manner 
of their calling having made as deep an impression on 
him (4, 5), as he hoped his conduct had on them (5). 
Particularly for their joy in affliction (6), by which they 
had become patterns to the Greek Christians (7), and 
indeed in every place (8), men preventing St. Paul with 
the accounts of their conversion to Christianity, which is 
here designated by serving the true God, and waiting for 
Jesus Christ (9, 10). And as he had joy in thinking of 
them, so they could not have forgotten the reality of his 
addresses to them (ii. i), evinced a, by his boldness just 
after persecution (2) ; d, by the sincerity of motive and 
demeanour which he maintained (3), answering to the 
trust which the Omniscient reposed in him (4) ; without 
flattery, covetousness (5), or vainglory : whatever pretext 
the Apostolical authority might afford (6) : with fostering 
gentleness (7), ready to give up all for them (8) ; as was 
especially shewn by the labour to which he submitted (9) ; 
c, by his Christian conversation with them (13) so pa- 
ternal (11), and constantly urging improvement (12). 

This, then, was his joy, to recollect how they received 
the Gospel and acted on it (13). ^^ 
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y. It was worth remarking that the conduct of the Mace- 
donian Christians answered to that of the Jewish, as well 
as their trial (14) ; whose adversaries, following up their 
murder of Christ and His Prophets, were now hindering 
the conversion of the Gentiles ; but he, by the Spirit of 
Prophecy foresaw the end {15, 16). 

d. According to these affectionate feelings he had been 
longing to see them ever since their parting (17), and had 
twice attempted it, but was hindered by persecution (18), 
for he looked to them for an increase of glory at the 
great day (19, 20). Therefore he could not rest without 
sending Timothy (iii. i, 2) to comfort them by the as- 
surance of his (St. Paul's) steadiness, and that of his com- 
panions (3), whose trials were no more than he had fore- 
told (4). However, they led him to send and inquire of 
their perseverance (5). Now Timothy had brought a 
good account (6), and had comforted him and revived him 
with their perseverance (7, 8). His joy before God was 
beyond all thanks (9), as well as his wish to see them 
and improve them (10) : for which in the end he prays 
(11), as well as for their continual growth and final en- 
durance (12, 13). 

§ II. (iv. and v.) Good advice for the future. 

1. As to constant improvement (iv. i) in what they knew al- 
ready (2). But it was worth while to mention particularly, — 

2. Purity (3) : — recommended as a duty to our own bodies, 
and requiring much Christian wisdom (ctdcVoi) (4); as ne- 
cessary to keep us from the sad condition of Gentiles (5) ; 
as part also of our duty to our neighbour, and implying 
fraud and unfairness if transgressed : which is sure to draw 
down God's anger (6), as most contrary to our Christian 
calling (7). N.B. Contempt of this warning is contempt of 
God, as surely as He has put His Holy Spirit in His Apo- 
stles (8). 

3. Brotherly Love : in which God had given them such grace 
(9), that they only needed exhortation to improve (10), 
especially in respect of quietness and industry (11), with 
a view to others' edification and their own independence (12). 

4. Consideration of the Last Day : with a view, 
a. to comfort concerning the dead (iv. 13 — 18), 
/3. to constant watching (v. i — 11). 
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a. One immediate effect of Christian principles is to modify 
our sorrow for the dead (13); whose return with Jesus 
follows surely from His Death and Resurrection (14) ; to 
which St. Paul by divine inspiration here adds the cir- 
cumstance, that the resurrection of the dead will take 
place along with the glorification of the living (15); the 
course of which great day being, ist. the Descent of the 
Lord, 2nd. the Resurrection of the dead in Christ (16), 
3rd. the ascension of them with the living (in Christ) to 
meet Him, and be with Him for ever (17). This he 
leaves with them as matter of comfortabie exhortation 

(18). 

/3. (v. I — 11). If any one ask "when?" you know the an- 
swer (i), that no one knows (2), the destruction of the 
careless being to come on them suddenly and unerringly 
(3) ; but let it not be so to Christians (4), who are chil- 
dren of Light (5), whose part therefore is wakefulness and 
sobriety (6) ; the contrary evils being only of night and 
darkness (7), whereas we are bound to soberness and 
watching in Christian armour (8), remembering God's pur- 
pose to save us (9), and Christ's death for us (10). Such 
are the topics of comfort and instruction which Christians 
have always ready for one another (11). 
5. General maxims of Christian conduct, and conclusion. Par- 
ticular sympathy due to Christ's ministers (12); and love, 
which goes along with a spirit of mutual peace (13). From 
them [Christ's ministers] in particular all long-suflfering is 
due (14). Revenge forbidden. Charity inculcated (15). 
Edify yourselves with joy (16), prayer (17), thanksgiving 
(18) ; and others by not doing anything to damp the fire 
of the Holy Ghost (19), by respecting all the means of 
grace, yet distinguishing, in the use of them, between right 
and wrong (20—22). 

Final blessing (23) : uttered with confidence (24). Re- 
quest for intercession (25) and salutation (26), and request 
that the Epistle be made public (27). Farewell (28). 




THE SECOND EPISTLE TO THE 
THESSALONIANS. 



§ I. Salutation, and congratulation on their faith and 
patience, with anticipation of the final result (i. i — 12). 

§11. Correction of an error with regard to our Saviour's 
coming, with prediction of an Apostasy first (ii. i — 17)- 

§111. Farewell : with a kind of postscript relating to the 
idleness of some of their poor (iii. i — 18). 

§ I. (i.»i — 12.) Salutation (i, 2) ; expression of delight at their 
growth in faith and love (3), and patience, which was matter 
of exultation to him everywhere (4) ; and which he would have 
them consider as an earnest of future reward (5) and redress 
(6), at Christ's visible coming (7) to take vengeance of His 
and God's enemies (8), i.e. everlasting perdition (9) ; as also 
to be glorified in His friends, and to prove the Apostle's wit- 
ness to all (10), To this consummation, and the intermediate 
improvement necessary, all his intercessions had respect (11), 
for the mutual glory of Christ and Christians (12), 

§ II. (ii. I — 17.) Speaking of the coming of Christ, it was desir- 
able they should be warned against exciting imaginations, whe- 
ther grounded on supposed new revelations, or on interpreta- 
tions of Apostolic words or writings of its immediate approach 
(i, 2). It will not come till the predicted Apostasy have taken 
place, and " the Man of Sin" (whatever it means) be revealed 
(4) : whose first mark will be, magnifying himself against all 
gods to such a degree, as to set himself in their place in God's 
Temple (4): his second^ that a certain "let" or hindrance, which 
as yet hindered him (else he was already beginning to work in 
the dark), would be taken away. [This hindrance he had 
mentioned to them, and therefore it was enough to refer to it 
now] (5 — 7). His third rcizx\i will be, that, once revealed, he 
will continue in being until the coming of our Lord, then 
to be destroyed (as it should seem) suddenly (8). His/ourth^ 
that he will come with false miracles (9) and immoral sophistry, 
to deceive those who will not love the truth (10) : God letting 
such imposture loose among them (11), finally to expose that 
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temper among them which makes people unbelievers because 
they are sinners (12). [Whatever, therefore, the prophecy 
means, those who are truly well-meaning cannot be involved 
in its censure.] 

But committing these things to God, one thing is certain : 
that we owe Him constant thanks for those whom, in His 
purpose of saving them (13), He has called to be Christians 
(14), One thing they have to do: to stand fast in the 
Apostolic truth (15). And may the Saviour and Father give 
them comfort and firmness so to do (16, 17). 
§111. (iii.) Having preferred his usual request for their inter- 
cession (i), more particularly needed from the troubles he was 
exposed to at Corinth (2), and expressed his confidence in 
God (3) and in them (4), and given them a blessing (5), he 
bethinks himself of what he had heard of some men's disorderly 
conduct among them, and directs them to discountenance it 
(6), recollecting the example he himself had set (7), how he had 
supported himself by his own labour (8), waiving his right for 
example's sake (9) ; recollecting also the rule he had given, that 
the idle should not eat the Church's bread (10). This warning 
he repeats, in consequence of information of the idleness and 
vain curiosity of some of them (11), to whom in the name of 
Christ he recommends quietness and industry (12) ; and warns 
the rest not to be weary in any work of charity (13) : specially, 
if they saw the above warning slighted, to be shy of such a 
person, out of brotherly kindness, not enmity (14, 15). Bless- 
ing of Peace (16), which is a token of St. Paul himself, being 
in his own handwriting (17). Farewell (18). 



THE FIRST EPISTLE TO TIMOTHY. 



§ I. Salutation and purpose of the Epistle (i. i — 20). 

§ II. Rules concerning Christian Worship (ii. i — 15). 

§ III. Rules about Ordination (iii. i — 15). 

§ IV. Rules about Preaching (iii. 16 — iv. 16). 

§ V. Rules about Christian Discipline, with regard to sex, 
age, station (v. i — 25). 

§ VI. Method of dealing with men in regard to their con- 
dition in life (vi. i — 11, 17 — 19). 

§ VI I. Farewell, as of one entrusting another with a pre- 
cious charge (vi. 12 — 16, 20, 21). 

§ I. Consists oifour Paragraphs, 
a. Salutation (i, 2). 

/8. Declaration of the purpose of the Epistle (3, 4, 18 — 20). 
y. A long parenthesis, pointing out, ist. some of the principles 

on which that purpose might be answered (5 — 11). 
h. 2nd. The ground of St.Paul's personal authority (11 — 17). 

/8. In pursuance of St. Paul's intention in leaving Timothy as 
a sentinel against perverse doctrine (i. 3), especially that sort 
which only pampers curiosity (4), he now proceeds [pointing 
out, by the way, the principles on which those errors might 
be guarded against, and his own authority to do so (as 
a great instance of mercy,)] to give him some further direc- 
tions in harmony with what Timothy had before been told 
(18), relating to faith and a good conscience; the con- 
nexion between which is evidenced in the fall of some (19), 
especially Hymenaeus and Alexander (20). 

y. It may be observed by the way that such errors arise en- 
tirely from people's neglecting the end of the Apostle's 
injunction — Christian practice (i. 5, 6) ; which is particularly 
absurd in one who would explain the Law, since he can 
neither understand his own principles nor conclusions (7); 
e.g. he does not seem to be aware that Law is a paren- 
thesis; and — being a relative term to the great corruption 
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of our nature (9, 10) [and then only good when practised (8)] 
— is now naturally merged in the Gospel, which sets itself 
against the same things more effectually (11). 
d. And for this SL Paul's words might be taken, since he had 
been specially intrusted with the Gospel (11) out of Christ's 
favour (12), for all his former enmity in consideration of his 
ignorance (13) ; and had been admitted into the full benefit 
of the Gospel (14) [which he most thankfully acknowledges 
(i5)J, as a pattern to believers (16), for which he gives God 
glory (17), 

§ II. Rules concerning Christian Worship. 

a. Of public prayer : it should contain intercession and thanks- 
giving for all — even heathens (ii. i), especially for governors 
(2), considering the end of their appointment and the will 
of God (3), for the salvation and instruction of all (4). For, 
generally speaking, the latter is necessary to bring us to the 
one Mediator (5) and Redeemer (6) : the doctrine which 
St. Paul was particularly appointed to preach to the Gen- 
tiles (7). 

/3. The men everywhere should come to it pure, meek, and 
free from worldly anxiety (8). 

y. The women in decent, not fine, apparel (9), their good 
works being their best ornament (10) : to learn humbly (11), 
not to teach (12), considering men's priority, ist in creation 
(13), 2nd. in understanding, shewn by his not having been 
deceived, even at the Fall, as the woman was (14) ; for which, 
however, God immediately provided a remedy?, if women 
are not wanting to themselves (15). 

§ III. (iii. I — 15). Rules of Ordination, a. of Priests (i — 7), 
/J. of Deacons (8 — 13), followed by an explanation of 
the reason why St. Paul was so anxious to write on the 
subject (14, 15). 

a. The thing to be kept in view as a principle, in ordination of 
Priests, is the intrinsic nobleness of the work (i), requiring 

P Mr. Kcble's Note : ** By means of that child-bearing, which was men- 
tioned in the sentence passed on her," Gen. iii. 16. St. Chrysostom refers 
the ** faithful saying" to this, but Mr. Keblc points out that in other pas- 
sages the phrase wurrhs \&yos seems to point to what follows. 
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great blamelessness in the way of temperance % kindness (2), 
gentleness, disinterestedness (3), a good probation at home 
(4» 5)1 experience (6), a good name even among infidels (7). 
/8. On the like sort of grounds to take care of the blameless- 
ness (8, 9), and sufficient trial (10) oi Deacons : the qualities 
of the wives' (11), and their own domestic authority (12), 
considering the advantage it is to a person to have exer- 
cised this office well (13). [All this St Paul wrote, to make 
sure of Timoth/s having sufficient directions, in case — con- 
trary to his hope — he should be detained far from him 

(14, 15)-] 
§ IV. (ill, 16 — iv. 16). Rules of public instruction. 

The first thing is a clear view of the fundamental truths, which 
are summed up (16) ; then of the errors of our own sphere, 
such as the Spirit had foretold should come on the publica- 
tion of the Gospel, amounting to apostasy through the insti- 
gation of evil spirits (iv. i), acting by means of reckless 
men (2) ; e.g. enforcing celibacy and distinction of meats, 

* I Tim. iii. 2, the husband of one wife. Folded in the Greek Testament 
at this place was a paper, in Mr. Keble^s handwriting, marked " Copy," and 
dated "Penzance, Dec 28, 1862." . . . "The last time I had occasion to con- 
sider it, I was convinced that the texts" (this text and verse 12, and Tit. i. 6) 
" meant to enforce monogamy as a condition ordinarily to be for the offices 
there mentioned. And I believe this is the sense of almost all antiquity. 
Bat neither could I conceal from myself that this might be part of the general 
preference of the coelibate, which our Lord and St Paul so plainly express. 
And as the Church, both in the Elast and among ourselves, has waived receiv- 
ing that as a positive precept for Clergymen, so I presume we must understand 
our own Church (for the Eastern Church, I believe, does not in this go along 
with us) to interpret St PauPs words here not as a peremptory law for all 
times and circumstances, but as a recommendation to be followed except for 
some grave cause ; like the caution which accompanies it in Titus, that a man 
should not be ordained if he have unconverted or unruly children : or that 
other, that he should not be a novice. On these grounds or the like, I have 
kept silence when perhaps I might have had a right to interfere, but I should 
have thought it hard and wrong to do so, the parties being already conmiitted. 
Had I been consulted beforehand, I suppose I should have said what I have 
now written : but I am sure I should have also said as earnestly as I could, 
that as things are among us, such an engagement, once made, should be kept 
as sacredly as any other, unless there be consent, spontaneous on both sides, to 
separate (c£, i Cor. vii. 5). May God give a right judgment and a great bless- 
ing to the persons, whoever they are, on whose behalf you ask the question." 

' Mr. Keble does not notice the question whether "^ivv^nai here may not 
rather mean Deaconesses. — Ed. 
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contrary to God's creation and purpose (3) ; whereas all 
God's creatures are good, received thankfully (4), and are 
sanctified by His permission at first, and by prayer on each 
occasion (5). It is by such reference to first principles, 
both in our teaching and in our studies, that we shall do 
our duty well (6) ; declining irreverent and silly discussions, 
and entering on nothing which does not promote our own 
personal holiness (7), considering that as surely as exercise 
is the way to bodily health for a short time, so is piety to 
happiness in both worlds (8) ; or in other words — as is truly 
said among Christians (9) : — "what signify toil and shame to 
those who have a living God to trust in, a Saviour to all, 
but to the believers more especially" (10). These are the 
views of the relative importance of things, which must be 
continually inculcated (11). As to the manner of doing so 
(in which the great danger in youth is that of being con- 
temned), it depends, ist. upon exemplary goodness (12); 
2nd. upon devotion to pastoral care (13); 3rd. upon atten- 
tion to gifts and talents in the limited sense (14). Give 
yourselves up to those, so as to be exemplarily improving 
(15); with care and perseverance ; and you and your hearers 
will, as far as lies in you, be safe (16). 

§ V. Rules of Discipline (v. i — 25). 

a. How to correct old and young men (i) and women (2) : 
which reminds the Apostle of the institution of Deaconesses, 
for which he recommends persons really destitute (3) ; since 
those who have children should have brought them up so as 
to ensure their support in their old age (4) ; and real desti- 
tution implies application to the Almighty (5), — a sort of 
life infinitely above that oi pleasure (6). [N.B. These charges 
the Apostle gives, the better to ensure their fidelity, though 
nature herself might enforce them suflSciently (7, 8).] But 
to proceed, as to the Widows : their age and character are 
specified (9, 10). Young persons not so well qualified, since 
more exposed to temptation from pleasure (11, 12), idle- 
ness and foolish talking (13); they had better leave them- 
selves open to domestic engagements till the danger of 
scandal is over (14, 15). This subject is ended by re- 
peating the caution of the fourth verse, more particularly 
to the relatives of the widows (16). 
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p. In the government of the Clergy, 

a. Distinguish the more deserving by temporal encourage- 
ments (17), according to both Law and Gospel (18). 

d. Proceed openly both in receiving charges (19) and in 
rebuking offenders (20). 

c. In your own conduct (considering yourself as a minister 
of discipline) avoid partiality (21), precipitancy in ordi- 
nation especially, and every sort of impiety (22), making 
health the only cause of indulgence in diet (23) ; and 
remembering that there are judgments in store for secret 
as well as open sins (24, 25). 

§ VI. Method of dealing with men according to their 
condition in life (vi. i — 10). 

Slaves must be especially instructed in the duty of obedience, 
if it were only for the credit of the Gospel (i). And the 
more if their masters be Christians too (2). Opposite 
doctrines can only proceed from vanity and ignorance 
engendering a spirit of controversy, and producing envy, 
strife, evil -speaking, uncharitable suspicions (3, 4), and 
whatever else is the occupation of wrong-headed men 
who make a trade of religion (5). [Not but that religion 
— with content — is the best bargain a man could make 
(6), since nothing else will follow us into the other world 
(7). It is common sense, therefore, to be satisfied with 
the least of this world's goods (8) ; especially considering 
the temptations to which love of wealth exposes one (9), 
and the many that have been ruined by it (10)]. 

§ VII. Parting Charge (11— 16). 

You see what you are to avoid : now what you are to prac- 
tise is every Christian grace (11), with all possible earnest- 
ness, considering your peculiar obligations (12) ; to which 
is now added a charge in the presence of God and Christ 
(13), and in reference to the Day of Judgment (14), the 
approach of which is sure as the attributes of Almighty 
God (15, 16). 
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Postscript^ adding something both to § VI. and to % VII. 

(vi. 17 — 21). 

§ VI. To the rules about content should be added espe- 
cial charges to the rich against pride, and idolatrous 
trust in wealth (17), and in favour of all sorts of charity 
and public spirit (18), with a view to the other world 

(19). 

§ VI I. To the parting charge is added a caution especially 
against the pretended ** knowledge" or " enlarged views" 
of that time, as being full of profaneness, ist. in un- 
meaning subtleties of ingenious sound, 2nd. in objec- 
tions (20) ; a caution enforced by the sad experience 
of the heresy into which it had led some (21). 



R 



THE SECOND EPISTLE TO TIMOTHY. 



§ I. General encouragements, implying rather low spirits 
in him to whom they are addressed (i. i — ii. 13). 

§ II. Directions or maxims of episcopal behaviour gene- 
rally (ii. 14 — 26). 

§ III. Maxims relating particularly to an approaching de- 
generacy among Christians (iii. i — iv. 5). 

§ IV. Commissions and statements relating to St. Paul 
himself (iv. 6 — 22). 

§ I. a. Salutation (i. i, 2), referring especially to the promise, and 
using the endearing word, ayctmjT^. 
p, Timothy is encouraged 

a. by the thankful remembrance had of his family (3 — 5), 
as also by the affection shewn in the Apostle's prayers 
and wish to see him : 
d. by the remembrance of the special grace he had re- 
ceived, a great warrant against cowardice (6, 7) : 
c. by the remembrance of the nobleness of the Gospel, 
and God's eternal purpose towards Christians revealed 
in it (8 — 10) : 
if, by St Paul's example (11, 12). 
y. Timothy is directed to provide for the continuance of the 
truth by an abstract of St. Paul's preaching (13), the better 
to ensure that precious deposit ; and so fulfil the purpose 
of the Spirit dwelling in them (14); the more necessary 
considering the spirit of defection which had been shewn 
in Asia (15): [to which Onesiphorus formed a noble ex- 
ception] (16 — 18). The times therefore required energy 
in maintaining God's bounty — the Gospel (ii. i) ; and care 
in selecting those who might continue it (2). 
d. Fresh encouragement needed upon the former directions 
(3 — 13). In doing these duties, tribulation is to be ex- 
pected; as in warfare (3). Therefore disengage your 
mind from earthly things (4), and remember not only to 
be on the right side, but also to labour in the right spirit 
(S). So will your reward be cmifunt (6), — a matter greatly 
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to be considered (7) : as well as the very substance of our 
Gospel, the resurrection of Christ (8), and its flourishing 
in spite of our sufferings (9). St Paul is full of confi- 
dence and perseverance (10), and holds by the group 
of Christian proverbs, "If we be dead," &c. (11 — 13). 
§ II. (ii. 14 — 26). Such are the true topics of Christian instruc- 
tion, avoiding dangerous disputes (14), sparing no pains in 
sound interpretation (15); but shunning profane and un- 
practical enquiries, as sure to lead to irreligion (16), and to 
spread: of which an instance is given (17, 18); [not that 
the foundation of Christian faith is shaken : it stands upon 
the joint security of God's promise and our loyal obedience 
(19); but as in a family, some vessels must be put to mean 
uses, so here (20). However, the way is clear for each man 
to get himself an honourable place, — it is merely shunning 
whatever is profane (21)]. Again, Timothy is directed to shun 
youthful lusts, and follow every kind of virtue (22); to depre- 
cate that sort of inquiry which shews an irregular, undisciplined 
mind (23), and so produces strife, most unapt for a servant of 
the Lord (24), whose great business is to instruct in meekness, 
and never despair of any one* (25, 26). 
§ III. (iii. I — iv. 5.) Particularly you should be aware of the 
immorality to be expected in the times of the Gospel, so 
exactly answering to that of Heathenism (i — 4), with the 
additional mark of hypocrisy, most to be avoided of all (5). 
One practice of these bad Christians especially stigmatized : 
that of insinuating themselves into domestic society, and 
leading weak people astray (6) ; not without the fault of 
those people themselves in giving the reins to their fancy 
and curiosity, under show of seeking the truth (7) : to which, 
in fact, these teachers are as much opposed as the Magicians 
were to Moses : having, in fact, entirely corrupted their sense 
of religious truth (8) : and will by-and-by appear as plainly 
as in the case of Moses (9). 

Meantime do you, remembering my example, my sufferings, 
and deliverances (10, 11), [the common case of all who would 

• Mr. Keble's Note on ii. 26. ** Qu. Might # Is rh U^lvov 04\rifAa be taken with 
i.va>rfi}^(u<rif — putting a comma at ainov, and referring iK9(yov to 8c^f in vcr. 25. 
The ordinary use of ixtlyov would seem to enforce this.'* [The meaning will 
then be, "That they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil 
(who have been taken captive by him) unto obedience to God's will" —Ed.] 

R 2 
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be good Christians, as long as bad men will be wilful, and 
corrupt themselves and others (12, 13)], continue in your good 
beginnings taught by God Himself (14). For that may be 
truly said of one who from his youth has learned the Holy 
Scriptures of the Old Testament, — out of which one may learn 
Christian truth enough to save his soul (15). This we know, 
because all Scripture is inspired for our use (16), and so, that 
out of it a minister may learn all his duty (17). 

So much for your personal duty: as to your ministerial, 
you are adjured by the remembrance of God*s judgment (iv. i) 
to be regular and instant in all sorts of pastoral care (2) ; and 
the more, as we must expect men to be at times impatient of 
sound doctrine, and led by their own fancies in multiplying 
teachers (3), the natural result of which is, that they like fables 
better than truth (4). Let it, therefore, be your care to wake 
up for suffering and doing all your work (5). 
§ IV. Personal commissions, &c. (6 — 22). 

I am the more earnest in pressing these duties on you, be- 
cause I am so soon to go (6), looking with comfort to the past 
(7), and with hope to the future (8). Make haste and come 
(9), for I am alone (10) all but Luke, and want Mark in 
particular (11) ; Tychicus too being gone (12). 

Remember and bring my manuscripts from Troas (13). Be 
on your guard henceforth against Alexander, remembering his 
behaviour to me (14, 15). 

And be not faint-hearted about me : for you know how, 
although forsaken of men, I was delivered from my former 
imprisonment, to do more of God's work here (16, 17) : and 
now I shall have a happier deliverance (18). Salutations (19). 

[I am the more earnest about your coming, as my two 
other friends, Erastus and Trophimus, are away : and it is 
ill voyaging in winter (20, 21). Salutations from Rome (21). 
Farewell (22).] 



THE EPISTLE TO TITUS. 



This Epistle contains six Paragraphs : — 
§ I. Salutation (i. i — 4). 

§ II. Particular purpose of Titus* commission (S — 16). 
§ III. Instructions how to execute it ; in respect of men's 

different ages (ii. I — 8). 
§ IV. In respect of station, as to slaves (9 — 15), as to 

subjects (iii. i — 8). 
§ V. In respect of disputes and heretics (9 — 11). 
§ VI. Miscellaneous directions, and farewell (11 — 15). 

§ I. St. Paul, in virtue of his Apostolical work (i. i), end (2), and 

commission (3), sends his blessing to Titus (4). 
§ II. Having left him in Crete to appoint elders (5), he tells hira 
what outward marks an elder should have (6), what inward 
vices he should be free from (7), and what virtues possess (8). 
Especially how single-hearted he should be in teaching, with 
a view both to exhortation and rebuke (9) ; particularly the 
last, greatly needed by Jewish teachers (10), most destructive 
and unprincipled (11), according to Epimenides* character of 
the Cretans : who, being liars, and stupificd by sensuality and 
sloth (12), required no timorous treatment (13) to withdraw 
them from profane superstition and Pharisaism (14): and 
teach them that the real difference of things is in us, and not 
in them (15); and that none are so bad as the hypocrites 
in heart (16). 
§ III. Instructions how to teach in respect of men's agts (ii. 
I — 8). Sound doctrine (opposed to what was described in 
chap, i.) to be the measure of teaching (i), e.g. as to old men 
(2), old women (3), young women (4, 5), young men (6), 
among whom Titus was to be an especial pattern (7, 8). 
§ IV. How to teach in respect oi stations {^i, 9— iii. 8). 
a. For slaves (ii. 9 — 15). 

Their duty as to temper (9), as to honesty (10), for the credit 
of the Gospel, whose salutary appearance (11) is accom- 
panied with perfect moral teaching (12), and glorious sanc- 
tions, having respect to our Lord's final coming (13), and 
past mercies (14). All this to be taught with authority (15). 
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/3. For subjects (iii. i — 8). 

Their duty is active obedience (i), especially in respect of 
the Sixth and Ninth Commandments (2) ; and is enforced 
by the remembrance of the sins from which Christianity de- 
livers man (3) ; through no merit of our own, but entirely 
through Christ (4, 5), both in baptism and in following gifts 
of the Spirit (5, 6), and in our final hope (7). Impress these 
things, not controversially, that men may have the more will 
and leisure for practice (8). 
§ V. Apostolical charge how a Bishop should deal with dis- 
putes, &c. (9 — 11), what matters (9) and what persons (10, 11) 
time is not to be spent with. N.B. This and the section be- 
fore seem to point out the right way of dealing with Reformers, 
in the bad sense of the word. 
§ VI. Commands about Titus' coming (12), about supplying 
ministers of the Gospel on their travels (13 , recommended as 
a common case ,( 1 4). Farewell (15). 



THE EPISTLE TO PHILEMON. 



§ I. Salutation (1—3). 

§11. Commendation of Philemon (4 — 7). 

§ III. Recommendation of Onesimus (8 — 21). 

§ IV. Farewell (22—24). 

III. Waiving his own authority (8), he pleads his age and his 
bonds (9), his consideration of Onesimus as a child (10), re- 
formed (11), and restored to Philemon (though ill-spared) for 
Philemon's own sake (12 — 14). To which are added God's 
special Providence appearing in the matter (cf. Gen. xlv. 5) 
(15, 16), and his own strong feeling, expressed by his willing- 
ness to take Onesimus's debt on himself ( 1 7 — 2 1 ). 



NOTES ON THE GREEK TESTAMENT. 



TO KATA » MATBAION AUON ETAITEAION. 

The Gospel aecording to St. Mattliew. 

CHAP. I.— Ver. I. 
Bifi\o9 76i/6(rea>? ^Irjcrov XpicrTov, vlov AafflS, vlov Afipad/JL. 
The Book of the gemration of Jesus Christy the Son of 
David ^ the Son of Abraham. 
BtiSXoff y€vecrca>f.] Heb. nhbvi "ICD Gen. v. i. 
Bi/3Xoff.] Cf. Herod, ii. loo. It appears from Ezra (ii. 62) and 
Nehemiah (vii. 64) that the Jews preserved their genealogies 
carefully. 

vlov . . . vtoC] Agrees in both places with 'iiyo-oO. Cf. Gen. 
xxxvi. 2 (Aholibamah the daughter ofAnah the daughter of Zibeon\ 
compared with v. 24 [which shews that Anah was a man]^; cf. 
also St. Luke iii. 23 — 33. 

Abraham and David, — why particularly mentioned. 

Ver. 5. 

SaXfia)V Sc eyivvTjcre tov Boo^ etc t^9 'Pa;^a^. 

And Salmon begat Booz of Rachab. 

If this Rahab was the harlot mentioned in Joshua, (as is most 
likely, from comparing this verse with the mention of Thamar, 
Ruth, and Bathsheba,) we may probably suppose that some ge- 
nerations are omitted here, as in ver. 8, since there is an interval 
of at least 300 years between Joshua and David. 

Ver. 8. 

*Ia)pafi Sk eyivvrjcre top ^O^iav, 
And/oram begat Ozias. 

Three generations : why omitted ? They are Azariah, Joash, 
and Amaziah. The explanation in the text is literally true, ac- 
cording to that Hebrew idiom, by which Isaiah predicted to 

■ Karh,] — Query whether Schleusner's quotation from Gal. i. ii be much to 
the purpose ; but that from i St. Peter iv. 14, Karh fi^y abrovs 0\a<r<prinurai 
hotA 8i 6/iaf 8o|a{'^Taf, seems to justify us in translating it *by.* 

•» NbU. — The reader is requested to observe that whatever is enclosed in 
square brackets [....] has been inserted by the Editor. 
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Hezekiah that his children should be carried away captive* 
whereas they were his far descendants. Probably these gene- 
rations were omitted, on account of the wickedness of the three 
kings, in some genealogy from which this was copied ; so Cain 
is not mentioned in the Book of Chronicles, nor Simeon in the 
Blessing of Moses, Deut. xxxiii. 

• Ver. II. 

'JEtti TfJ9 fi€ToiK€<ria^ BafivX&vo9. 
About the time they were carried away to Babylon, 
N.B. ^l for Time. 
St. Mark ii. 26, m\ 'AfiiaSap, 
St. Luke iii. 2, cV apxitp^tav, 

St. Luke iv. 27, rn\ 'EXiao-atW 
Acts xi. 28, iiii KXavd/ov Kaiaapos, 

MfToiicecria an Euphemismus which seems to favour the notion 
of this being an extract from a Jewish record, and so does the 
way in which some MSS. have it, vid. Griesb. p. 5, n. o. 

fi(ToiK€(rias,] Heb. nbia. i.e. I Chron. v. 22; Ezech. xii. 11. 

Ver. 12. 
Merh Sk ttjv /leToiKeaiav Ba^vXiopos, 'Ie')(pvia<; iyimnjae tov 

Sa\a0ii]\' SaXaOirjX Se iyivvrfae tov Zopofid/SeX. 
And after they were brought to Babylon^ Jechonias begat Salathiel; 

and Salathiel begat ZorobabeL 

Consider how to reconcile this with Jer. xxii. 30 ( Write ye 
this man childless), i. Hammond proposes adoption; 2. but 
perhaps the passage in Jeremiah is misunderstood. LXX. ren- 
ders it tKKTjpvKTov, instead of artKvoy, (I think i Chron. iii. 17, 19 
— the sons of Jeconiah^ Assir^ Salathiel his son^ 6-r. — favours the 
scheme of adoption,) And this agrees with the opinion of most 
commentators, that St Matthew meant to give our Lord's legal 
descent from David ; St. Luke His natural descent Concerning 
the genealogies, see Grotius. 

Ver. 17. 
Ilacrat oiv ai yeveal aTro *Afipaa/jL la>9 Aafili, yevcal 

ScKariaaape^. 

So all the generations from Abraham to David are 
fourteen generations. 

All the generations in the list ; not all the actual generations. 
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Ver. 18. 
Mv7faT€vdeiarf9 yap TrJ9 fitirpos axnov Mapias t^ ^I(oafj<f>, 

irpXv fj avpekOelv avrovs. 

Whm as His mother Mary was espoused to Joseph^ before 

they came together. 

Between marrying and betrothing there was generally some 
time ; Deut. xx. 7, {Hath betrothed a wife^ and hath not taken her). 
Force of yap, fiamely that . . . 
crwfX^fiv.] Frequent, apud Thucyd. and Aristot. 

Ver. 19. 

'Icoo*^^ h\ avr]p avTrJ9, SUaiof &v, koI fit) OiXeop avrrjp 

irapaiecyfiariaai, i^ovXrjOri \ddpa airoXvaai airnjv. 

Then Joseph her husband^ being a just man^ and not willing to make 
her a publick example^ was minded to put her away privily, 

fiiicaior.] perhaps here, " merciful." So TX^T^ means ikfrjfioa-vvri 
in Deut. xxiv. 13 (// shall be righteousness unto thee before the Lord) ; 
Dan. iv. 27 (//; LXX, and Vulg.^ Redeem thy sins by almsgiving), 
diicaior.] Deut. xxiv. 13 (as above). 

Ps. cxii. 9, Hath given to the poor; his righteousness remaineth 
for ever, 

Ps. cxlv. 16, 17, Thou openest thine hand , . . righteous in all 
His 7vays. 

Isa. Iviii. 7, 8, Deal thy bread to the hungry . . . thy righteous- 
ness shall go before thee. 

Matt. vi. I, Your alms : marg. ^^ righteousness'^ 

Trapadciy/iaricrai.] Numb. XXV. 4. 

Jer. xiii. 22, ^blO \Their veils were taken away. — Ed.] 
Ezech. xxviii. 17, 1 will lay thee before kings that they may 

see thee^ — irapa8€iyfjLaTia'6fjvai, 

Heb. vi. 6, Put Him to an open shame, 

Ver. 20. 

Tama Be avrov ivOvfJuqBevro^ . , , fii] tfiofirjOys irapaXafieiP. • • . 

JVhile he thought on these things . . . I*ear not to take unto thee, . . . 

For the strict law in this case, cf. Deut xxii. 13 — 20, by which 
the supposed criminal would be punished with death. vapdKcfitiv 

Heb. np^, Cien. iv. 19 (Lantech took unto him two wives) ; Hosea 
i. 2, {so take thee a wife, LXX. Xo/3f). 

€j^/ii^«iTOff.] Acts X. 19 ( While Peter thought on the vision). 
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Ver. 21. 

Kal KoKeaets to Svofia airrov IHSOTN. 

And thou shalt call his name JESUS. 

IH20YN. So 5^ttfto of Alexander the Great, Isa. xix. 20 

(There shall be an altar to the Lord . , . in E^'pt . . . Ife shall send 

them a Saviour), Enquire whether the word has any reference 

to Jehovah : which would much illustrate what is said of Elm- 

manuel. 

Ver. 22 and 23. 

ToOto Se 0X01/ 7eyoi'€i/, Iva 7r\rfp(o0§ to priOev, . . . 

Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled tuhich was spoken, . . . 

'J£ou ri irap0€vo9 iv ya^rrpl e^eiy Kal Te^ercu, vioVf koI /ra- 
\iaovat to Svofia airrov 'EfifiavovijX' o iari fieOep/jLrjvev^ 
ofievoVf Meff ^fi&v 6 0€O9. 

Behold^ a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, 
and tltey shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted 
is, God with us. 

Force of ivo. Isa. vii. 14. Occasion of the prophecy. New- 
Testament quotes from Septuagint Figure in Kaki'aovat (" They 
shall call His name,'* a Hebraism for **Ife shall be''). How ful- 
filled in Christ. Cf. Jer. xxxi. 22 (. . . ^ nc7a thing in the earth, 
A woman s/iall compass a man). 

Ver. 25. 
Kal ovK iyiptoaxev airrrjp, €(09 ov €T€K€ top vIop 

avTtjS TOP irptOTOTOKOP. 

And knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn son. 

Force of cwp o5, cf. xx. 44, Sit thou . . . //// / make thine ene- 
mies; xxviii. 20, / am with you alway, ci^en unto the end; 2 Sam. 
vi. 23, Michal had no child unto the day of her death. 

CHAP. II.— Ver. i. 

Tov ik ^Iijaov jeppTjOipTos ip Bi]0\e€/i ttjs 'lovSaias ip tj/jue^ 
pais 'HpioSov ToO fiaaiXkcos, iZov fuiyoi airb dpaToX&p 
irapeyipoirro €19 'lepoaoXvfia. 

Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judiea in the days 
of Herod the king, behold, tlicre came wise men from the east 
to Jerusalem. 

Why of Judaea, cf. Jos. xix. 15 (another Bethlehem in Zebulon). 
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Time of this after the Purification, probably a year and ts\'elve 
days from the Nativity, cf. S.Luc, ii. 22 (Purification 40 days 
after birth), and ver. 16 of this chapter. 

Who and what Herod was ? Who were the Magi? Dan. i. 20 

{The magicians and astrologers ^ Chald. D'^Dll^M) ; ii. 2, &c. Why 
avaroK^v (so Virgil, 3 Geor. 437, "Solis ad ortus"). Perhaps they 
came from Tarshish, Isa. Ix. 9, {The isles shall wait for me, the 
ships of Tarshish) ; Ps. Ixxii. 10, The Kings of Tarshish and of 
the isles shall bring presents; Jackson. Lightfoot thinks from 
Arabia, which had been subject to David and Solomon, and was 
included in the promise of the land of Canaan. 

Ver. 2. 

ElSofi€P yap avTOv top aaripa iv ry dvaroXy. 
For ive have seen his star in the east. 

Refers to prophecy of Balaam, Num. xxiv. 17, There shall 
come a Star out of Jacob, Quotation from Chalcidius on Plato's 
Timaeus ^ 

fV 1-5 avarokri^ Perhaps in its rising; "in the East" is com- 
monly plural (di'aroXair), Hammond. Lightfoot thinks the star 
was the light that appeared to the shepherds. 

Ver. 4. 

Tovs apxiepels KaX ypafifurreh rov Xaov, 

And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes 

of the people together. 

Who were the apxitptU and ypafifiar(7s? (i.) apx^pfU were either 
the persons who had been from time to time turned out of their 
offices by the Romans, of whom Josephus mentions many ; or 
the heads of the twenty-four courses of priests instituted by David 
(i Chron. xxiv.). (2.) y/w/i/iarm, whose office was double, i. to 
expound the law by preaching; 2. to copy it. 

Tov \aov,] to distinguish them from such as Baruch, who were 
scribes to individuals. 

• [The passage in the Platonist Chalcidius (Commentary on the T/wtrus, 
vii. 125) is that beginning, ** Est quoqiic alia sanctior ct venerabilior historia, 
qux perhibet ortu Stella? cujusdam, non morbos mortesque denunciatos, sed 
descensum DEI venerabilis, ad humanx conscrvationis rcnmiquc murtalium 
gratiam." — El).] 



A 
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Ver. 6. 

Kal (TV Bi]d\€€fi, yrj 'loiJSa, ouSafi&^ iXaj^iari] el iv to?? 

ff^efioatv ^lovSa, 

And thou Bethlehem^ in the land ofjuda^ art not the Uast 

among the princes ofjuda. 

Refer to Micah v. 2 (Heb. i.), not translated as by LXX. 
Variation of word riyffi6(riv. The Hebrew here is, rTTTP ^'jK? 
rh'^rh nri« -rv'^^ which LXX. literally render 6\iyo<rr6f c? roO 
cfrai cV x*Xiacr»i' *lov^a. But Lightfoot proposes an ingenious ren- 
dering, " It is a small thing for thee to be among the thousands," 
&c., which reconciles it with St. Matthew ; for xi^^ may very 
well be put for ^fuuv, as ** a thousand " means probably a certain 
district, like our word "hundred," cf. i Sam. xxiii. 23, y tifiJI 
search throughout all the thousands ofjudah, 

Ver. 10. 

They rejoiced with exceeding great joy. 
\L(yaK't\v axl>68pa. Hebraismus. 

Ver. II. 

irpoarfv^rfKav avr^ S&pa, 'xpvaov Kal Xl^avov Kal afjuvpvav. 

They presented unto him gifts ^ goldy and frankincense^ and myrrh. 

Cf. Ps. Ixxii. 10, 15, To him shall be given of the gold of Sheba : 
prayer also shall be made for him; Isa. Ix. 6, . . . . they shall bring 
gold and incense. Enquire into the symbolical interpretation. 

Ver. 12. 

Kal 'Xpr^fiaTiadevres Kar ovap. 

And being warned of God in a dream. 

Xprjtum(r6firr€f.] St. Luke ii. 26, // was rerealed unto Aim 
(Simeon); Acts x. 22, Cornelius .... was 7varned from God ; 
Heb. viii. 5, Moses was admonished of God; xi. 7, Noah^ warned 
of God ; xii. 25, refused him that spake^ xpw^'''^C°^^ > saepe apud 
Jerem. LXX. 

Ver. 15. 

'i5{ AlyvvTOV ixaXeaa tov viov fiou. 

Out of Egypt have I called my son. 

Hosea xi. i, When Israel 7f as a child, 6r'c. An instance of the 
whole nation of Israel being a type of Christ. Cf. Isa. xix. i, 
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The Lord rideth on a swift cloud and shall come into Egypt ; and 
the idols shall be moved at His presence; but query ? — See Milton's 
Hymn on the Nativity (" Nor is Osiris seen," &c.). 

Ver. 16. 

*-4ver\€ irdvras roifs wdlBa^ roifs iv BrjBXecfi kgX iv Traai roh 
6pioL<: avTTJ^, airo Sierov^ xal KaTcoTepo}. 

Afid Slav all the children that were in Bethlehem^ and in all the 
coasts thereof^ from two years old and under, 

6pioiff.] Regionibus. Ita LXX. Exod. and elsewhere, pro b^D? 
[borders in sense of territories]. 

airh dirroO? ic.r.X.] Cf. I Chron. xxvii. 23, David took not the 
number of them from twenty years old, a?id under; 2 Chron. xxxi. 
16, From three years old, and upwards. 

Ver. 18. 

$0)1/^ ev ^Pafia '^fcova-0rf, dprjvo^ Koi KkavOpi)^ koX oSvpfib? 
TToXirp, 'Pa')(rf\ KKaiovaa tcl rexva avTrjs' koI ovk rjOeXe 
7rapaK\rf0rjvai, on ovk elal. 

In Rama ivas tJiere a voice heard, lamentation, and weeping, and 
great mournings Rachel weeping for her childreti, and would 
not be comforted, because they are not, 

Jer. xxxi. 15 ; Gen. xxxv. 19. Rachel was buried in Beth- 
lehem, which was six miles from Ramah, and in the tribe of 
Benjamin ; and it was at Ramah that the prophecy received its 
primary accomplishment in point of time, when Nebuzaradan 
there disposed of the captives taken at Jerusalem, Jer. xl. i. 

avrri^?^ Not Strictly hers, except so far as she had a common 
interest in all Jacob*s family. We must understand it as a strong 
poetical expression of the grief of the Israelitish mother. 

•paxi?^.] Who died there, in labour of Benjamin, called by 
her, Benoni. 

Ver. 19. 

TeXeuTT^cravTo^ he rov 'HpdSov, 
But when Herod was dead, , , . 

For the account of Herod's cruelty in murdering his own son, 
&c., cf Jos. Antiq, xvi. xi. 7 ; Bell, i. xxxii. 7. 
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Ver. 20. 

TeOvr^Kaai yap ol ^rjTovme^ ttjp '^v^rjv rod iraiSiov. 

For they are dead which sought the young child* s life, 

o\ forovm-fr.] N.B. Change of number, — ^^they who sought." 
Lightfoot thinks Herod and his son Antipater are meant ; Anti- 
pater, from other anecdotes of his jealous and cruel disposition, 
seems very likely to have abetted the massacre. 

Ver. 23. 
^Ottcos irXrjpeoOfj to prjOkp StA t&v 7rpo<^yrjrS}Vy''Ori 

Na^eopaio^ KXriOijaerai, 

Tliat it might he fulfilled which 7vas spoken by the prophets ^ 

He shall be called a Nazarene, 

«cXi;^V«'a»-] A Hebraism meaning no more than "he shall 
be;" cf. places where "Q"^ is put for things, and M^^ra for per- 
sons, vid. Hammond. Nafttpalor may mean Christ's Divinity, as 
Nazir, the Branch of righteousness ; or else it may mean His low 
and despised condition and country. Cf. Jackson, vol. ii. 401 — 
416 [ed. 1673] ; cf. prophecies of Caiaphas and Pharaoh ("Thou 
shalt see my face," &c.) as instances of words receiving a meaning 
far other than was intended. Name Nazarene used reproachfully 
by the Jews, was in fact an accomplishment of those prophecies 
which called Christ " the Branch," and of Samson's type of Him 
as a Nazarite. Isa. xi. i^A Branch (n^ netser) shall grow out of 
his roots. But the word for Branch is np^, tsemach, in Isa. iv. 2 ; 
Jer. xxiii. 5, xxxiii. 15 ; Zech. vi. 12. 

Why irpo4^mv, not singular. 

CHAP, in.— Ver. i. 

^Ev Be raHs ^fiipai<: ixeiva^^ waparylverat ^I<o6,vvr}<; o fiair- 
Tia-Tfj^ tcrjpvaaoyv iv rfj iprjii^ rrj^ ^lovSala^, 

In those days camefohn the Baptist preaching in the 

wilderness offudcea. 
Prophecies fulfilled. 

Occurred when Jesus was at Nazareth, about thirty years old. 
Cf. Numb. iv. 3, From thirty years old and upwards , . . to do the 
work in the Tabernacle, 

Kripv(T<na¥.'\ The prophet's office. 

fV Tji f/j^fw).] The place ; viz. " The country," rure, 

KOi Xfywv.] The preaching. — All distinguished in the Prophecy. 
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VeR. 2. 

Kal Xiycov, Meravoelre' ijyyiKe yctp 17 fiaaiXeia r&v oipav&v» 
And sayingy Repent ye : for the kingdom of heaven is at hand 

Force of /icrayocirc, and of paa-iKiia rmv ovpavrnv. 

Meaning of furavoia opposed to fUTafi€\€ia, Lightfoot gives 
three reasons for the use of the word : i. To do away Justifica- 
tion by legal works ; 2. To meet the opinion of the sounder Jews, 
who put repentance and the reign of Christ together; 3. To 
hinder them from thinking bare confession enough. 

^ /Sao-iXcm rmv ovpav»v.] Its triple meaning; why riav ovpay&p 

in the plural. 

Ver. 3. 

^eoyrj fio&jrro^ iv Tp ipi^fitp, ' Erotfida-are Ttjv oSbv Kvplov, 

The voice of one crying in the wilderness^ Prepare ye the 

way of the Lord, 

Quoted from LXX., proof of Christ's Divinity from it. 

Ver. 4. 
To ivhvyM. airrov airb rpi'x&v KafirjXjov kqX ^(ovtfv Sepfutrivrjv 
vepi rrjv oci^vv avrov' 17 Se Tpo<f>ff airrov atcpiSe^ koX fiiKi 
aypiov. 
His raiment of camePs hair^ and a leathern girdle about his loins ; 
and his mecU was locusts and wild honey, 
Mai. iv. 5, I will send you Elijah the prophet; St. Matt. xvii. 12, 
13, Elias is come already and they knew him not; St Luke v. 17, 
He shall go before Him in the spirit and power of Elias ; St Matt 
xi. 14, If ye will receive it^ this is Elias; 2 Kings i. 8, He was an 
hairy man and girt with a girdle of leather; i Kings xvii. 6, The 
ravens brought him bread and fleshy xix. 6 ; Lev. xi. 22, Ye may 
eat the locust after his kind ; i Sam. xiv. 25, Came to a wood; 
and there was honey upon the ground, 

Ver. 5. 
' E^eiropevero irpos avrov 'lepoaokvfia Kal iraaa f) ^lovSala. 
Then went out to him Jerusalem and alljudtea, 
Cf. I Kings xviii. 19 — 39, Now therefore send and gather to me 

all Israel, 6^c. 

Ver. 6. 

Kal i^airri^ovTo iv to) ^lopBdvrj xm avrov. 

And were baptized of him in Jordan, 

Baptism a custom among the Jews. 

s 
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Ver. 7. 

'ISctfi/ Bi 7rdXXov9 T&v tapiaalmv icai SaSSovjeau^p ipxPP^ 
vovs hn TO pdima-fUL ainovy ehrev airroZf, JTevv^fjuiTa ixA' 

But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his 
baptism^ he said unto them^ O generation of vi^ers^ who hath 
warned you to flee from the wrath to come f 

Who were the Pharisees and Sadducees ? and etymology of the 
two words. 

Lightfoot refers b6th to the time of Ezra. Peculiar doctrines, 
peculiar vices ; how they are the representatives of two classes 
of sinners. 

ycn^ftora €xthviav.'\ Meaning, Children of the old Serpent. 

r^j luWovtrqi opyrii.'\ Mai. iv. 6, He shall turn th^ heart of the 
fathers . . . lest I come and smite the earth with a curse. 

Ver. 8. 

IIoi'qaaTe oiv Kapirov^ a^lovs t^^ fierapola^. 

Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance. 

IToi^o-arf oZv icapirovr.] A Hebraism? cf ch. vii. 17 — 19, JSvery 
good tree brought forth good fruity &»€,; xiii. 23, Ife that received 
seed into the good ground^ &»€, 

dilovSf cf. Thuc. iv. 34 ; 3f m rrj^ rrpoadoKlas. 

Ver. 9. 
Ka\ fif) S6^fjT€ TJyeip iv €axrroi9, TIarepa iypftev top 

'A/Spadfi, Xiyo) yhp vfilv, oti hvvarai, 6 Qeo^ ix t&p 

\C0(ov TOVTtov iyetpai rixva r^ 'A/Spadfi, 
And think not to say within yourselves^ We have Abraham to our 

father : for I say unto you, that God is able of these stones to 

raise up children unto Abraham. 

Cf Phil. iii. 4, ftTiff hoKtiy K.T,\.f If any man thinketh that he hath^ 
&*c. But cf Luke iii. 8, Begin not to say within yourselves zve 
have Abraham to our father, dr'c, (where ap^aBt is redundant). 
For the Hebrew see Lightfoot, [" We do not say the Baptist played 
on the sound of these two words, M^an Benaia, children, and Mr»3a^ 
Abenaia (stones)." — Ed.] Cf Rom. ii, iii, iv. Probably a mystical 
meaning in \iB<av rovnop, but cf St. Luke xix. 40, If these should 
hold their peace the stones would cry out; and on the other hand, 
Isa. li. I, Look unto the Rock whence ye are hewn. 
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Vfr. 10. 

"HSfj Be Kal 17 a^ltnj irpo^ rrjv pl^av r&v SivSpoDV Keirai. 

And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees, 

Cf. Ps. Ixxx. 8 — 16, Thou hast brought a vine out of Egypt . . . 
it is burned with fire ^ it is cut dotvn; Isa, v. i — 7, My well-beloved 
haih a vineyard in a very fruitful hilly &^c. 

Ver. II. 

OS ovK elfiX Ikuvos rh viroirffiara fiaardaai,' ahro^ vfms 
fiairrCaei iv Uvevfiart aylip Kal wvpL 

Whose shoes I am not worthy to bear : he shall baptize you with 

the Holy Ghost, and with fire, 

ra vTro^fiara /Saorao-oi.] A Hebrew proverb. Cf. Ps. cviii. 9. 
[Edom is only fit to hold my shoe as a slave while I wash my 
feet — Ed.] 

cV itv€VfiaTi 6yitp neat nvpL] Cf. Acts ii. 3 ; Hooker [V. Ixix. 5, 
" In this the Apostles' later Baptism, there was as well a visible 
descent of fire, as a secret miraculous infusion of the Spirit."] 

Difference of Christ's Baptism and John's. Cf. i Reg. ubi sup., 
but query. [The reference seems to be to i Kings xviii. 19 — 39, 
quoted in note on ver. 5. — Ed.] 

Ver. 12. 

05 TO TTTvop iv T^ X^^'P^ avTov, Kal Sia/ca0apc€i rrjp oKcDva 
avTOv, Kal avvd^ei top alrov avrov eh rrjp dwo07]Kr)V, 
TO Bk a^ypop KuraKavaei irvpl dafiiaTtp. 

Whose fan is in his handy and he will throughly purge his floor y 

and gather his wheat into the garner; but he will burn up the 

chaff with unquenchable fire, 

Cf. Isa. V. 24, As the fire devoureth the stubble and the flame con- 
sumeth the chaff, . . / xli. 15,16,/ will make thee a new sharp thresh- 
ing instrument , ,,; Ps. i. 4, Like the chaff which the wind driveth 
away; Ixxxiii. 13, As the stubble before the wind. Parable of the 
Tares. Cf. Louth, ad loc. Esaiae, ap. PraeL [describing the drag 
which oxen drew over the com-sheaves spread on the floor. — Ed.] 

ol , , , avrov.] Hebraism. 

Vers, lo — 12. The decisive nature of Messiah's rule strongly 
marked in these three verses. Cf. Isa. x. 23, The Lord shall 
make a consumptiony even determinedy in the midst of all the land; 
Rom. ix. 28, He will finish the work and cut it shorty &'C 

s 2 
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Ver. 15. 
M0e9 dprt' oUr/o ycip irphrov ia^Xp W"^ wks^fSifSWL 

Traaav SueauHrwfft^, 

Suffer it to be so now : for thus it hecotm^ik us Ujm^ 

ail righUousntss. 

V^] Heb. H3 [like the Latin ama^^ or our ** Wi& jmt 
leaver Ed.] 

daeaioavM7v.] That Christ should be baptized was a point i 
righteousness, i.e. legal righteousness, because the Hi^^ Pncst 
was initiated by baptism and anointing, Elxod. xL 12 — 16; and 
because He was to be a pattern to us, — Lightfbot. All Aosc 
things which under that more imperfect ministiy were required of 
men to their being approved by God. Hammond, on Rom. L x. 

Ver. 16. 
^ AvetfrxOrjaav ain^ ol ovpavol, Ktu cZSe to IIvevfjLa rot) Ocov 

Kara/Salvov coo-ei ireptarepav^ xal ipxofJtevov iir avriit 
TTie heavens ivere opened unto him, and he satu the Spirit ofG^ 

descending like a dove, and lighting upon hitn. 
fZlBf probably refers to John ; see St. John i. 32, J sata the S^rit 
descending, &>c. wvii need not mean bodily likeness, — alludes 
probably to the Cherubim and Shechinah. 

Ver. 17. 
Ka\ iioxf ^0)1^ iK T&v ovpav&v Xeyovaa, 05to9 i<mv 6 vtof 

fiov 6 ayairqios, iv ^ evBoicrfa-a. 
And lo a voice from heaven, saying, TTiis is my detoved Scn^ 

in whom I am well pleased, 

Iho^, Hebraism ; ayatn/rAs, cf. Arist Rhet. p. 36, [a«^ kxH ovkIuh 

(rifila, Av rir r&v iTtp6<f>6dK^ov rvfjA^oTj '^^^ ^^^ ^^ ^X^^'''^' aytnnfr^ yip 

A(fiif)fiTai, — ** The loss of an eye is a far greater injury to a one- 
cycd man than to a two-eyed man ; for it is his on/y one that is 
taken away.*' Arist. Rhet. i. 7, 41. — Ed.]; 2 Sam. xii. 25, He 
called his {Solomon's) namefedidiah (beloved of the Lord); Isa. xlii. i. 
Mine elect in whom my soul delighteth ; (quoted Matt. xii. 18). 

CHAP. IV.— Ver. 2. 
KaX Pfjarevaas '/jfiipas reaaapaKovra xal vvtcra<s Tea-a-et^ 

paKOvra, varepov hr€ivaa€. 
And tvhen he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he tvas 

afterward an hungtcd. 
So Moses and Elias. 
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Ver. 3. 

Kal irpoo'ekOiiv ain^ 6 Treipd^oDV. 

And when the tempter came to him. 

So h PairriCmv, as a proper name. Cf. Exod. xvi. Behold^ I will 
rain bread from heaven; Ps. Ixxviii. He rained down manna upon 
them to eat; cv. He satisfied them with the bread of heaven. 

Ver. 4. 
'ilW iirX vavTi pyfuiTu, eKiropevofiivtp iicL arofJuiTos Oeov. 

But by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God, 
Cf. Deut viii. 3. rfrP^D MSSD'bs, omne quod egreditur ex ore 

Dei. Ps. Ixxxix. 34 (Heb. 35), The thing that is gone out of my 
lips, 

Ver. 6. 

Toi^ arfyiXois avrov ivreXelrai irepl aov, xal eirl x^^P^^ 

apovai ae. 

He shall give his angels charge concerning thee^ and in their hands 

they shall bear tliee up^ &*c. 

Quoted from Ps. xci. 11, 12. 

Et vlop tl Tov e€ov.] A proof of Christ's Divinity ; [for it shews 
that the Tempter understood Christ to claim it — Ed.] 

Ver. 7. 

OvK iKTreipdaeif Kvpiov tov Oeop aov. 
Thou Shalt not tempt the Lord thy God, 
Quoted from Deut. vi. 16. 

Ver. 10. 

Kvpiov TOV Seov aov irpoaKWi^aei^ Kal aurA fwvtp \aTp€va€i9. 
Thou shall worship the Lord thy God^ and Him only shall 

thou serve. 
Quoted from Deut. vi. 13. 

Ver. 13. 

£al KaToKiirmf Tr)v Na^apeT. 

And leaving Nazareth, 

AVhy did He leave Nazareth ? Ans. St. Luke iv. 24, No pro- 
phet is accepted in his own country; St. John iv. 44, For Jesus him- 
self testified that no prophet hath honour in his own country. 




V 
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Ver. 15. 

raXCKaia t&v iOv&v* 

Galilee of the Gentiles, 

c^fwf.] Because it was near Tyre and Sidon, &c. Cf. Isa. 

ix. I, — [rendered thus by Louth : — "But there shall not hereafter 

be darkness in the land which was distressed : In the former 

time He debased the land of Zebulon and the land of Naphtali : 

But in the latter time He hath made it glorious : Even the way 

of the sea beyond Jordan, Galilee of the nations.*' — Ed.] Cf. also 

2 Kings XV. 29, [which explains how the Assyrians had formerly 

distressed these northern tribes. — Ed.] 

Ver. 18. 

nepiTrar&v Sk o ^Iijaov9 irapa rtfv ffdKao'aav r^? raXiKala^, 

elSe Bvo dSeX^ovp. 

And Jesus ^ walking by the sea of Galilee^ saw two brethren. 

First preachers came out of Galilee, cf Gen. xlix. 21, Naphtali 

. . . giveth goodly words; Deut xxxiii. 19, And of Zebulon he said: 

They shall call the people unto the mountain; there shall they offer 

sacrifices of righteousness. 

Final cause of their being chosen out of a low condition, 

I Cor. i. 26, Not many wise men afcer the fleshy not many mighty y 

not many noble , are called, 

Ver. 19. 

'AXiel^ apOpmrtov, 
Fishers of men. 
Cf ch. xiii. 47 — 50, (Parable of the Net). So -^sch. Agam. 
361, TayyaiMv Srris wapakorrov. [The net of an all-enclosing des- 
tiny.] 

Ver. 23. 

AiSda/ctop ip rats avpciytoyah airr&p. 
Teaching in their synagogues, 
cV rutff oT/wiyoryatp.] Observe the regularity of Christ's manner 
of preaching. He did all things decently and in order. 

Ver. 24. 

£± OMOi) avTov. 

His fame, 
Kjii iOepdirevaep avrov^. 
And he healed them, 
oico^.] A Hebraism, [the word " hearing*' being used in sense 
of " tidings;' as JTOtt? is frequently.— Ed.] 
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On this verse, which is the first mention of a miracle^ explain 
the nature of miracles, and refer to Pale/s answer to Hume. 

daifioviCofiivovf. [Mr. Keble seems to have intended to add 
a note on this word at some future time. — Ed.] 

CHAP, v.— Ver. I. 

^ISdv Se T0U9 Sj^Kov^ avifirf eh to 8po^' koI KoOlaavro^ 
airrov, Trpoa^XOov avrtp oi fiaOfiraX avrov' 

And seeing the multitudes, he weut up into a mountain : and when 
he was set, his disciples came unto him. 

Chap. V. Just before this Sermon He seems to have elected 
His Apostles ; see St Luke vi. 13, \He called unto Him His dis- 
ciples, and of them He chose twelve^ 

TO 6pos,] The Sermon is on the mount, perhaps, to parallel the 
Law; and opens with Beatitudes, to parallel the Psalms. Not 
the Disciples only, but all Christians are concerned in it ; (for 
whether the Disciples were ordained is doubtful, and if certain 
would make no difference). Cf. c. vii. 28, The people were aston- 
ished at his doctrine. 

First Section of Sermon, Beatitudes, ver. 3 — 12. 

Each Beatitude both present and future, vid. Hammond, 
Pract. Cat, lib. ii. § i. [" He went up to the Mount to intimate 
the matter of this Sermon to be the Christian Law, as you know 
the Jewish Law was delivered in a Mount. . . . Every one of 
these Graces hath matter of present blessedness in it . . . There 
is also assurance of future blessedness to all those that have 
attained to those several Graces." — Ed.] 

Ver. 3. 

MaKdpu)i oi TTTaj^ol t^ irvevfiUTi' on airr&v iariv fi 

fiaaiKeia r&v ovpav&v. 

Blessed are the poor in spirit : for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Vid. c. xviii. 4, Whosoever shall humble himself as this little 
child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven; St James ii. 5, 
Hath not God chosen the poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs 
of the kingdom ? Humility runs through all the rest of these beati- 
tudes, alternately respective to God and man. 

Hammond in his Practical Catechism observes that " humility, 
is the seed-plot of all;" from whence we proceed to mourning 
for sin, which respecteth God; meekness^ which respecteth our 
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neighbour ; hungering and thirsting after righteousness, which is 

to be had of God ; niercifuimss towards man ; purity respecting 

God ; feaceabimessj respecting man ;• persecution for God's sake. 

(lib. ii. § I.) 

Ver. 4. 

Maxipioi ol 7r€V0ovvT€^' on airroi irapaKkridi^a-ovrai. 

Blessed are they that mourn : for they shall be comforted. 

Ps. cxxvl 5, They that sow in tears shall reap in joy ; 2 Cor. vii. 

10, Godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation; Eccles. vii. 2, 3, 

Better to go to the house of mourning than to the house of fectsting. . . 

Ver. 5. 
Maxaptoi ol TTpaeU* on aurol KKrjpovofiriaovai, r^v yrjv. 

Blessed are the meek : for they shall inherit the earth, 
Ps. xxxvii. II, TTie meek shall inherit the earth. As the fifth 
commandment contains the same promise, we may collect a par- 
ticular reference to the duty of obedience. 

Ver. 6. 
MaKCLpioi ol ireiv&vre^ kclI ht^&me^ rijp SiKa4oavvf]v' 

6n airroi xopTO^Oi^aoirrat. 

Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness : 

for they shall be filled, 

fr€ip&rTts Koi diylrmvT€s. The first for sanctification, and the 
second for pardon ; cf. St. John iv. 34, My meat is to do the ivill 
of Him that sent Me; Ps. cxix. 55, 56, [? Hammond refers to Ps. 
xlii. I, As the hart panteth after the water brooks^ dfc, — Ed.] 

Ver. 7. 
Maxdpioi ol iK&^fioves' on airroX iXefjOiiaovrau 
Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. 
Ps. xxxvii. 25, . . . yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken^ nor 
his seed begging bread; c. vi. 14, 15, If ye forgive men their tres- 
passes^ your heavenly Father will also forgive you ^ &»c. 

Ver. 8. 
MoKapioi ol KadapoX ry xapSla' Sri avroX top 0€ov Sylrovrai. 
Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God, 
Purity opposed, t. to carnality; 2. to hypocrisy. Heb. xii. 
14, ... holiness y without which no man shall see the Lord; 1 St John 
ii. 2, 3, . . . «/^ shcUl see Him as He is. And every man that hath 
this hope in Himpurifieth himself. 
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Ver. 9. 
Maxaptoi ol eifyrfvoiroioi' 
Blessed are the peacemakers, 

Cf. St. James iii. 18, The fruit of righteousness is sown in peace 
of them that make peace; Ephes. ii. 14, He is our peace^ who hath 
made both one, 'Sons of God* means imitators of Him, Ephes. 
V. I, Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children, 

Ver. 10. 

MaKdpioi ol SeSiar/fiivoi €V€K€p SiKaio(nhnj9. 

Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness sake, 

Cf. St. Matt. xix. 29, 30, Every one that hath forsaken , , , the 

last shall be first ; St. Luke xxii. 28 — 30, Ye are they which have 

continued with Me in My temptations y &*c,; which shews that 

this, like the other Beatitudes, hath its accomplishment in both 

worlds. 

Ver. 12. 

Xaip€T€ Kot ayoKKiaaOey k,t,\. 

Rejoice and be exceeding glad, &^c. 

See the command obeyed in Acts v. 41, Rejoicing that they 

were counted worthy to suffer shame for His name. 

St. Luke (vi. 23) has (rKipT7iaaT€, Cf. St James v. 10, 11, Tckke 

the prophets , , , for an example, &*c, ; Acts vii. 5 2, Which of the 

prop/iets have not your fathers persecuted? St. Luke xiii. 33, 34, 

// cannot be that a prophet perish out of Jerusalem, O JeruscUem, 

which killest the prophets, &*c, 

Ver. 13. 
T/Ltets €<rT€ TO SlKxis T^y y^?* icLV h\ to oKas fJUopavOy, iv 
tLvi a\ia0i]a'€Tai ; eU ovSev iayvei It^ . . . 
Ye are the salt of the earth : but if the salt have lost his savour, 
wherewith shall it be salted f It is thenceforth good for no- 
thing, &'C, 

Second Section, Christians must be exemplary, 13 — 16. 

" Sal vulgo animi aut orationis indolem, hie hominum genus 
denotat. Insulsum apud Latinos simile quiddam rod finpawOj, 
sonat" Query whether this at all hints at the world's being 
saved for the elect's sake? Cf. Gen. xviii. [Abraham's inter- 
cession for Sodom] and St. Matt. xxiv. 22, J*br the elect's sake 
those days shall be shortened; laxv^i illustrated from Gal. v. 6, 
Neither circumcision availeth (t<rxv<0 anything. 
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Ver. 14. 
Ov Svvarcu iroXif xpvfifjvai hravto 6pov9 sce^^iet^, 
A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid, 

^/x>vff.] The Church is likened to a mountain by Isaiah iL 2, 
The mountain of the Lord*s house shall be established; and Micah 
iv. I, The mountain of the house of the Lord shall be cst€tblish€d 

Ver. 15. 

'ilW' €ir\ Tr)v Xxrxyiav. 

But on a candlestick, 

Cf. Apuleius ap. Wetstein. [Tom. i. p. 292, " Novaculam 

sub pulvinar abscondit, lucemamque modio contegit" Meta- 

morph. v.] 

Ver. 16. 

OvT(o TLafiylraTO} to <}>&9 vfi&v IfiirpoaBev r&v avOpdmrmv^ 
07rQ>9 i^&oo-^i/ vyMV ra Ka\a epyoy koX So^daaiai rov iraripa 
vfi&v Tov iv Tol^ ovpavols. 

Ld your light so shine before men^ thcU they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. 

Ambiguity in the English word let; still no encouragement to 
v^nglory. dofaaoxri, to glorify by obedience ; i Cor. x. 31, What- 
soever ye do, do all to the glory of God, 

Ver. 17. 
Third Section. Christ did not abolish but perfected the Law, 
17 — 20. 
Mi) vofdar/re on ffkOov KaraXwai rov vSfiov tj robs rrpo^ 
<f>ifra9' ovK fjkdov KaraXvaai,, oKKj^ irXrjp&o'au 

Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets .• 
/ am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. 

Difference between v6ikO¥ and frpo<l>riTa£, Force of Kordkvatu to be 
taken as an indication of that of nXrip&a-m, which is probably an 
aS^rftris of fi^ KaraXvaai, and means i. fully to establish; 2. fully 
to explain ; 3. fully to obey ; 4. fully to accomplish, the old dis- 
pensation ; as it was, i. a covenant; 2. a revelation ; 3. a law ; 
4. a shadow of good things to come. And in this way the word 
"perfect" seems no unfit rendering of nXrjpSxrai; not necessarily 
implying any defect in the substance of the moral law, but only 
in the delivery and explanation of it. Cf. Heb. vii. 19, TAe Z^w 
made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a better hope did. 
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Ver. 1 8. 
^AfjLfjv yap \irf<o vfiof, ia)9 &v rrapiXffrj 6 ovpavo^ koL ^ yfj^ 

i&ra ip fj fiia xepala ov fiif TrapiXdrj airo rov vofiov, 60)9 &v 

iravra yiprjTai. 
For verily I say wito you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or 

one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled, 

'A/iiy*'.] Kept in most versions. \^^ Amen^' instead of the 
" veriiy of the English Version.— Ed.] Cf. 2 Cor. i. 20, All the 
promises of God in Him are Yea, and in Him Amen; Rev. iii. 14, 
These things saith the Amen, 

€<a£ Av, k.tX] Cf. c. xxiv. 34, 35, This generation shall not 
pass, &»c, 

Kara,'] An imperfect letter. 

K€p(U€u] A dash of the pen. 

Ver. 19. 
^O^ iap o5i/ \varj filap t&p ipTo\&p tovtodp t&p €\a;^^Ttt)i/, 
/cai SiBd^j] ovTCJ roif^ apOpdirou^, iXd^toTO^ /cXrjOijaeTai, ip 
T§ fiaxriXeia t&p ovpap&p' S? S' cLp Tron^arj xal Bihd^rj, ovto9 
fjAyas /cXffdrjaerai ip t§ fiatriXeia t&p ovpap&p. 
Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, 
and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom 
of heaven : but whosoez'er shall do and teach them, the same shall 
be called great in the kingdom of heaven, 

Schleusner, under the word Xu«, expounds this "shall inter- 
pret ;" but the use of KoroXvo) above contradicts this ; and besides^ 
under the word €*Xax«oTOf, Schleusner contradicts himself. 

From the reference to doing and teaching, the faults of the 
Scribes may probably be gathered, for (i) their doctrinal right- 
eousness was imperfect, they taught men to break the command- 
ments, cf. ch. XV. I — 20, and the rest of this chapter; (2) their 
practice came not up to it, cf. ch. xxiii. ( Woe unto you Scribes and 

Pharisees . . .) and passim. 

Ver. 20. 

Aeyco yap v^p,*'Oti, icip fitf Trepiaaevafi tj SiKaioavprf v^i&v 

irXelop T&p ypafifjuiTeoDP xal ^apiaaiatp, ov fi^ elaiXOrjTg 

6fr9 TtfP Pa^CKeiop t&p ovpap&p. 
For I say unto you. That except your righteousness shall exceed the 

righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter 

into the kingdom of heaven, 

nfpiatrtvao — tlaixBfin.] Very Strong expressions. Note here 
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what (I bdiere) Bp. Taykx^ sars» that the Jews held that if hot 

tvo men were to enter into the kingdom of heaven, one would 

be a Sdibe, and the other a Pharisee. Also the ^pi^^tm of the 

Pharisees, Acts xanrL 5, Aji^ the wufsi straitest sect of our rdigkm 

I Intd a Fkarisnt. 

Vejl 21. 

J^rtk Sactim, Six instances of perfecting die Law, 21 — 4S, 
*Bjawrarr€ ari ippidff roit apj^aiotWg Oi ^op^&retr, 09 £* £9 

^ameutr^ €r9j(OS etrroi TJ Kpiaeu 
Ye hare heard thai it icas sasJ hj them ef old tiate, Tkou skali fUfi 
ail; and whosoever shaJI kill shall he im danger of tk^ Judgmumt, 
Not Itk rir ^x^uir. \Miere I nnd the wcmi in the Xew Tes- 
tament, it gorems a dative of the person addressed. 

Tf syi^vn.] The provincial courts established by Moses, see 
Dent xvi i^^/y^ts and e^ers shalt thmt wtaie tJue in all thy 
gates . . . tkrmt^umt thy tribes^ and they shall Judge the feopU; cL 
also Exod. xxi. 12, ^e that smiteth a mtam . . . shall i^e surely *ut 
to death; Dent xix. 11, 12, (The avenger of Moody, 

Ver- 22. 
^Efoxo^ €<rrai rj npiatg. 
Shall be in danger of the Judgment. 
*EvofXp9 earai r^ avw^pi^' 
Shall be in danger of the coundl, 
Kpiais seems here to mean more than meets the ear. 
wplfl^Mor.] C£ Numb. xL 16, Gather me Seventy mun of tke 
Elders of Israel 

UmpLl A very strong word in Hebrew. C£ Joshua viL 15, ^e 
hath wrought folly in Israel (J'f^^ Jlagitium) ; 2 Sam. iiL 33, I>ied 
Abner as a fool dieth i ^721) ; Ps. xiv. r. The fool (Vds) AatA said 
in his heart . . . 

Ver. 23. 

Eav ow TrfxxT^ptft to iSipov aov iirl to Ovctaanjpiav, 
Therefore if tfum bring thy gift to the altar. 
Application to the Holy Communion. 

Ver. 2 7. 
^HnovaaTe Sri ippifftf roi9 apyaioi^, Oi poixcwrei^^ 
Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time^ Thou shaJt 

not commit adultery. 
First error (verse 21), making the ci^il law the measure ; second 
(in this verse), leaving out bad desire from the list of sins. 
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Ver. 29. 

El Sk 6 S<f>0a\fi6^ aov 6 Sef to9 aKavSaXC^ci 0*6. 

And if thy right eye offend thee, 

cricavdaX(f€t.] Corresponds to the Hebrew ttJjTiD, a snare^ from 

Blip, bent^ h rj nayidi iiriKafinfs $v\o», " Respiciunt haec de oculo 

dicta versum 28, cap. v.," Grot 

Ver. 31. 
^EppiOff Bif^'Ori h9 &p aTroXvcrj} rrjv yvvauca airrovj Sotcd 

airy airoaraaiov. 
It hath been said. Whosoever shall put away his wife^ let him 

give her a writing of divorcement. 
Connected with the thought of the two preceding verses. So 
ch. xix. 10, If the case of the man be so with his wife, it is not 
good to marry, 

Cf. Deut, xxiv. i, Wlien a man hath taken a wife , , , let him 
write her a bill of divorcement ; St. Matt. xix. 8, Moses because of 
the hardness of your hearts suffered you to put away your wives. 
Possibly the law might be made less lax, as well as Polygamy for- 
bidden, as the world was more fully peopled. Also marriage was 
now to put us in mind of the union betwixt Christ and his Church. 

Ver. 32. 

HapeKTo^ \6yov Tropveias. 
Saving for the cause of fornication, 
Xoyov.] So ratione, in Latin. 

Ver. zZ- 

OvK eiTLOp/cqaci^;, aTroScoaeif Se r^ Kvplq> roifs Bpxov^ aov' 

Thou sha/t not forswear thyself but shall perform unto tJu 

Lord thine oaths. 
This is the only commandment of the first Table which Christ 
expounds. The Jews were less deficient in it. The last clause 
of the verse relates to vows, cf. Numb. xxx. 2, If a man vow 
a vow unto the Lord, or stvear an oath to bind his soul with a bond, 
he shall not break his word, &*c. The error in expounding was 
mentioning only the highest act [omitting the many other ways 
in which the Lord's Name may be taken in vain. — Ed.] 

Ver. 34. 
'£70) h\ yJkyta vfilv, Mr) ofiocoA o\6)f ' 
But I say unto you. Swear not at all, 
Cf. St. James v. 12, Above all things, my brethren, swear not^ 
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neither by heaven^ 6-r. But all swearing is not forbidden. Cf. 
ch. xxvi. 63, 64 [where Christ accepts the oath administered to 
Him] ; 2 Cor. xi. 31, T7u God and Father of our Lard Jesus 
Christ knaweth that I lie not; i. 18, As God is true, ^c. 

Ver. 35. 
Mj]T€ iv T^ ovpav^, 5t* Opovo^ iarX rov Seov' ^ijre iv tQ 
7§, on inroTToBiov iari r&v iroB&v avrov' 
Neither by heaven^ for it is God*s throne; nor by the earthy 

for it is his footstool. 

It was idolatry to swear by anything without reference to God : 
cf. Deut. vi. 13, Thou shall fear the Lord thy God . . . and shall 
swear by His Name; Ps. xvi. 4. T?ieir drink offerings of blood will 
I not offer ^ nor take up their names into my lips. And to swear 
lightly by anything was therefore profaneness, as it included 
a reference to His Name ; this is expressed in our Lord's reasons 
here. On B^voi and {mfmlJbiov^ cf Isa. Ixvi. i^ Heaven is my throne, 
and the earth is my footstool^ 6-r. 

Ver. 37. 

To h\ wepiaabv Tovrtov €k rov irovJipov icrriv. 

For whatsoever is more than these comet h ofevU, 

U rov novrjpov has a double sense, as in the Lord's Prayer ; but 

the result is the same [whether we understand it to mean the 

Evil One or evil, — Ed.] 

Ver. 38. 

^HKOVcare ori ippiOrf, ^O(f>0a\fiov avrl 6<f>0a\fiov, koI 

oBovra ami oSovro^' 
Ye have heard that it hath been said^ An eye for an eye^ and 

a tooth for a tooth, 
Cf Exod. xxi. 24, Thou shalt give life for life, eye for eye^ tooth 
for toothy hand for hand. The error here, was interpreting a ju- 
dicial precept in a moral sense. 

Ver. 39. 
'£7(3!) h\ XeyoD vfitv fiff avriar^pai r^ irovrjp^' 
But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil, 
avrtcn^i'a*.] To withstand by way of retaliation. 

Ver. 40. 
KclI t^ BeKovrL aot KpiBrjvai Kal rov x^rwvd gov Xafidv. 
And if any man will sue thee at the law and take away thy coat. 
ic/>i^^a4.] Cf Job ix. I, If he will contend with Him (Kp^Oiipat. 
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fUT auTov) I so ddf\<f>6s fjLtra dd€\<l>ov Kpiv€rai, brother goeth to law 

with brother; i Cor. vi. 6. 

Ver. 41. 

KsX 0CT19 ae ayyapevaei fiiXiov ?v. 
And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile. 
ayya/Mvo-ci.] Cf. Herod. viii. 98 [description of the Persian 
couriers. So ayyapov mipf the courier flame of the becuoti] iEsch. 
Agam. 282. 

This passage shews how individual Christians should endure 
slight oppressions from their governors. 

fiikiov,'] A Latin word. 

Ver. 42. 

r^ airovvri ac SiBoV 
Give to him that asketh thee. 
Indiscriminate charity clearly not commanded here, and there- 
fore by parity of reasoning, indiscriminate submission not im- 
plied in the other cases. Cf i Tim. v. 9 [not to relieve widows 
indiscriminately] ; St. John xviii. 20, 21 [our Lord refusing to be 
questioned by the High Priest] ; Acts xvi. 37 [St. Paul's protest 
at Philippi] ; xxii. 25, Is it lawful for you to scourge a man that is 
a Roman; and the whole case of St Paul before Felix and 
Festus. Query, What is the limit? Answer, That nothing be 
done but upon public grounds, and no violence offered upon 
any grounds. That war is not forbidden, see St Luke iii. 14 
[the Baptist's words to the soldiers], and the case of Cornelius. 
That capital punishments are not forbidden, see Rom. xiii. 4, 
He beareth not the sword in vain, for he is the minister of God, 

Ver. 43. 
^HKovaare on ippiOrf, ^Ayairijaei^ top irkrialov aov, Kal 

fiiari(T€is TOP lyBpbv aov. 
Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour, and hate thine enemy, 
Cf Lev. xix. 18, Thou shcUt not avenge, nor bear any grudge 
against the children of thy people, but thou shalt love thy neighbour. 
Brother among the Jews meant of the same blood ; Deut xv. 12, 
If thy brother, an Hebrew manor Hebrew woman, be sold; xxiii. 20, 
unto a stranger thou mayest lend upon usury, but unto thy brother 
t/u>u shalt not, -A^^i^^^z/r meant one of the same Religion. Among 
Christians, Neighbours are all mankind ; Brothers, fellow Chris- 
tians, 2 Pet i. 7, To brotherly kindness add charity. But Neigh- 
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hour is used more largely in the Old Testament for him who is 
next to thee. Cf. 2 Sam. ii. 16 {They caught every one hisfdUn^ 
And therefore our Saviour extends it in Luke x. [parable of Good 
Samaritan] ; cf. also Exod. xxii. 21, T?iou shalt not vex a Strang; 
xxiii. 9, 4, 5, If thou meet thine enemy's ox or cus going astray ^ thou 
shalt restore it to him. On the other hand, are the cases of the 
seven nations of Canaan (Josh. iii. 10), Amalek, Moab, and Am- 
mon, but the distinction is manifest 

Ver. 44. 
'Ayairare Toifs exOpov^ v/jl&v, evXoyetre roif^ KaraptofACVovf 

vfia^, Ka\&9 iroieiTC tou9 fnaouvras vfias, xal 'n'poa'€VX€(rO€ 

xmip tS)v hrqpea^ovTwv Vfia9, koX Skdkovtcov vfjua^' 
Love your enemies^ bless them that curse you^ do good to them that 

hate yoUy and fray for them which despitefully use you and 

persecute you. 

Observe, thought, word, and deed are here specified, also slight 
injuries are to be borne with, as appears firom the word hrtipt- 

aC6vrn¥, Cf Arist Rhet ii. 2 [?0Tt yap 6 tmiptcurfA^s €fMWodiapos 
raU /3ovX^<rc<rti> ovx »»« Tt owry dXX* iva fifj tKfltf^f — thwarting from 

petty spite]. 

Ver. 45. 

Top rjXiov avrov avariWei, 
For he maketh his sun to rise, 
Cf. V. 9. avoreXXc*, used actively to express the Hebrew verb 
in Hiphil [caused to rise], an usual Hellenism. 

Ver. 46. 
Ovyl /cal oi reX&vai to avTO iroiovai ; 
Do not even the publicans the same f 
TtX&ifai.'] Very offensive by trade, political situation, character. 

Ver. 47. 

Ti irepiaaov Troictre / 
What do ye more than others f 
irtpKrahv.] Cf Arist. Rhet i. 6 [koI to idta, Koi 6. fii/dc/ff, koI ra 
irtpirrdf— things peculiar, original, and extraordinary], 

Ver. 48. 
^EaecOe ovv vfich TiXeioi, &<T'rr€p 6 irarr^p vfx&v 6 ei/ 

T0L9 ovpavols TcXcto? ian. 
Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven 

is perfect. 
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TtXfioi respondet ry " dyiot" cf. Lev. xx. 26, And ye shall be 
holy unto Me; far I the Lord am holy, r^\%i^ means " to con- 
secrate." 

Three reasons [for sanctifying our affections] are given in these 
verses [45 — 48], — to be like God, to be unlike bad men, to 
receive a reward ; and to be like God comes first and last 

CHAP. VI.— Ver. I. 
Tlpoaixcre rfjv iX^rjfioavvTjv v/m&v fitf woiciv SfiirpoaOev 

T&v dvOpdyrrtov, 
lake heed that ye do not your alms before men. 

Sub. /avTotf. Subintelligitur saepe rhv vovv^ semper autem, quan- 
tum scio, cum dativo, non cum infinitivo, jungitur. 

hiKaiQavvr)v^ apud Griesbach ; [see note on i. 19 supra, — Ed.] 
Ttaph. ry Trarpi, laid up for you with your Father. 

Ver. 2. 

M?7 aaKiricTQ^ tyinrpocOkv aov, &<rjrep oi vTroKpiTal iroiovaiv 

ip Tat9 avparf(oyaU fcal iv rais pvfiai^. 

Do not sound a trumpet before them, as the hypocrites do 
in the synagogues and in the streets, 

aakmtrus, to be taken metaphorically; avvay<oydiey forsan non 
technica [need not be understood in its technical sense, but for 
any place where men congregate. — Ed.] ** When they gave alms 
in the Synagogue, they had it openly proclaimed and published 
what they gave ; and an open proclaiming in the streets, for the 
calling of the poor to gather the comer of the field they had 
left them," — Lightfoot [N.B. I have looked in vain for this 
passage in Lightfoot. His note, in locoy alludes to the Alms-chest 
in every s)magogue, and a proclamation (of what nature uncertain) 
in connexion with it; and also to proclamations in harvest-time, 
specifying what fields, or comers of fields, were open to gleaners. 
Possibly Mr. Keble gives the substance of this note from me- 
mory. — Ed.] 

Ver. 5. 

iChjQXHTW iv TOif (TX/va^oy^als koX iv rah yaovlai^ r&v 
wKarei&v karSne^ irpoaevx^o'Oai, 

They love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the comers 

of the streets, 

(f>iKovaiy, are accustomed. They were bound by tradition to 

T 
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be much in prayer. Lightfoot says they prayed in the Syna- 
gogues in the time of public prayer, but apart from the rest 

i(rrcaT€s.] The Jews used to s^and when they prayed, cf. Mark 
xi. 25, tahen ye stand praying; Luke xviii. 1 1, 13 (j>arable of 
Pharisee and Publican) ; Job xxx. 20, 1 say unto TTiee . . . I staid 
up^ and Thou hearest not; Gen. xviii. 22, Abraha?n stood yet hefm 
the Lord; Jer. xv. i, TJiough Moses and Samuel stood before Mt; 
and xviii. 20, / stood before Thee to speak good for them. Query 
whether the three last texts do not imply that standing is the 
peculiar gesture for intercession, and therefore used by the Priest 
in the Communion Service. So Tertullian uses statio as a name 
for the place of prayer \pe Orat, xix., &c. — Ed.] 

Ver. 6. 

Jv Si orav Trpocevy^j), elaeXQe els to Tafiieiop aov, /roi xXeiaas 

TTjv Bvpav aov, wpoa-ev^ai to) irarpl aov r^ iv toJ §cpvirr&. 

But thou, 7vhen thou prayest, enter into thy closet ^ and when thou 

hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret. 

This is consistent with common prayer; see ch. xviii. \% IJ 
two of you shall agree on earth as touching anything that they shall 
asky it shall be done for them, 

Ver. 7. 

npoa€V)(ofi€voi hi fit) l3aTTo\oyi]<T7)T€f &air€p ol idvucol' 

But when ye pray ^ use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do. 
^arroXoy^triyTf.] Cf. Ecclus. vii. 1 4, Make not much bcMling 
when thou prayest^ e.g. [the Latin Office of] the Roman Catholics. 

ficnrcp ol iQviKo[!\ As in the many names they gave their gods : 
TToXvcow/xc, &c See also Acts xix. 34, All with one voice about the 
space of two hours cried out, Great is Diana of the JSphesians; 
Ter. [Heaut., v. i. " Ohe, jam desine deos obtundere," &c.] 

Our Liturgy not liable to this charge, cf Luke xxii. [the thrice- 
repeated prayer in Gethsemane] ; xviii. i, Men ought cUtvays to 
pray, and not to faint; Acts xii. 5, Prayer was made without ceasing 
of the Church for him; Thess. v. 17, Pray without ceasing; Col. 
iv. 2, Continue in prayer. And consider, i, the relief afforded by 
the variation of the Service ; 2, the pregnant meaning of the 
prayers repeated ; 3, the fact of the best men having most de- 
lighted in them. 

tQvos and XacJr, cf Acts xxvi. 17, 23, where " the people "— God*s 
people — are opposed to the Gentiles. 
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Ver. 8. 
OKe yhp 6 TraTfjp vfi&Vy &v 'xpeiav e;^€Te, tt/oo tov 

vfia^ alrrjaai ainov. 
Your Father knoweth what things ye have need of^ before 

ye ask him, 
Cf. Juv. [x. 347, " Permittes ipsis expendere numinibus, quid 
Conveniat nobis," &c.] 

Gr. Poeta ap. Platon., [ZcO /Sao-cXcv, rh. fih iaBXh Ka\ (vxoiifPOit Ka\ 
dv€VKTOts "Afifju didov TO dc btivh Koi €VXOfi«¥ois oTTaXcfctv]. 

Ver. 9. 

OuTco? ovp irpoaeir)(€<T0€ v/jlci?' ndrep ^fi&v 6 €V to?? 

ovpavoh, ayia^rOtjTco to Svofid aov. 

After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father ^ which art in 

heaven^ Hallowed be thy name. 

Observe, I. That this was chiefly formed from old Jewish 
Prayers. 

II. That it was for a form, and not merely a directory ; 
for, I. This is the literal sense of the words : 2. The customs 
of the Jews would lead the Apostles to take them so : for autho- 
rity in Old Testament for a set form, vide Numbers vi. 22 — 27 
[form of Blessing] ; Deut xxi. 8 [form of Expiation] ; xxvii. 13 — 
15, [form of Curses on Ebal] ; and the whole Book of Psalms : 
3. Possibly this may account for His delivering it twice ; but the 
differences of the two are such as to make us suppose that the 
first was public, the other private. 

III. That each petition, like each commandment, is the head 
of a class, and they admit of a similar general division, — the glory 
of God and the good of mankind. 

narcp.] Isa. Ixiii. 16, Doubtless Thou art our Father; Ixiv. 8, 
But noWj O Lordy Thou art our Father; Mai. i. 6, If then I be 
afathery where is mine honour^ i. As Creator; 2. As Father of 
Jesus Christ ; for from Christ's prayers, and from the Apostolical 
blessings, it is probable that this prayer is specially addressed 
to God the Father. 

^/i«v.] Teaches, i. difference between us and Christ in son- 
ship ; 2. humility ; 3. charity. 

Vide Talmud ap. Lightfoot, " Orantem oportet semper se cum 
Ecclesia consociare, nequis oret numero singularis." 

6 eV Tois ov/Mivoif.] h vocativum. 

^voiuk^ I. The Majesty of God Himself; 2. Anything where- 

T 2 
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Upon His Name is called, and which has so far come to represent 
it to our minds. 

AyiaaOriTa^] i.e. to separate ; vide Deut. vii. 6, ^ koiy people . . . 
chostn to be a special people ; xxvi. i8, 19, A peculiaT people . . . koty 
unto the Lord; xix. 2, Thou shalt separate three cities: compared 
with Jos. XX. 7, And they appointed Kedesh, <^r., where BTTp (to 
appoint) corresponds to Vl^ (to separate) in the former veise. 
Consider also the use of Koiv6i in Acts x., common or undeam; 
Heb. X. 29, an unholy thing. The petition then means, Majest 
Thou be served and glorified in opposition to irreligion, and 
that with incommunicable service, in opposition to Idolatry, 
and, may Thy holy things, places, persons, &c, be treated with 
])eculiar reverence by us, and amongst the rest ourselves, who 

are a \ah% frtpiov<rios, 

Ver. 10. 

*E\0iT(i} ij /SaKTiXela aov y€prj0i]Ta> to OiKij/jid aov, 

0)9 iv ovpav&t 1^^^^ ^^^ "^s yv^» 

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven, 

(»od*s kingdom has been already explained. Of His will, vide 
ch. vii. 21, Not every one that saith unto Me, Lordj I^ord <S-r. • 
how it is done in heaven, Ps. ciii. 21, Ye ministers o/Ifis that do 
I/is pleasure ; cf. also what He said in His agony. 

Ver. II. 
T6v &prov f]fi&v TOP irriovaiov S09 ^filv ayj^epov* 
Give us this day our daily bread. 

€mov<rios ab imov<ri<f ab fr€piov<rios ap. LXX. a vrcpcovcri^ ; means 
sufficient for being; M i^v oMav, Mede. 

Ver. 12. 
Kal a<f>€^ tifiiv la 6<l)€i\ij/MaTa rifi&Vy a>9 koX ^fJLei^ d<f>i€/jLev 

T0A9 6(f>€l\iTa^9 rjfjL&V 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

o^ciXcroi cum AfiapTioXol, commutatur St Luke xiii. 2, " sinners " 
4, ** debtors*' in the margin. 

d(t>Ufi€v.] Opponitur t^ Kparuv, cf. Ecclus. xxviii. 2, ^e that 
revengeth , . , he will surely keep his sins; forgive thy neighbour 
so shall thy sins also be forgiven. Unforgiving persons, using the 
petition, curse themselves. 
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Ver. 13. 
Kal fit) elo'eviy/crf^ ^fias €19 Treipaafiov, d\\a pvaai fjfia^ airo 

Tov 7rov7)pov. OTi <Tov icTiv fj /SaaiXeia xai 17 Svva/JLi^ Kal fj 

Bo^a €19 T0V9 al&vas, afiijv. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine 

is the kingdom, and the power, and the ^ory, for et'er. Amen. 

Cf. St Matt xxvL 41, Pray that ye enter not into temptation 
(irtipaffftov), God does not tempt, St James i. 13, Neither tempteth 
He any man ; but He suffers men to be tempted, sometimes by 
way of trial, as the children of Israel in the wilderness ; some- 
times by way of punishment, e.g. Balaam ; this clause applies to 
both. 

6 7rovi;pos,] Or to irovrjpov ? May mean both, being said of sin 

and of punishment. As to the Doxology, it is wanting in the 

Greek and Latin Doctors, and in the manuscripts B. and D., 

and its insertion may be easily accounted for by its appearing 

in the Liturgy of the Greek Church. There is authority for the 

"Amen," i Cor. xiv. 16, How shall he , , . say A/nen at thy giving 

of thanks 1 

Ver. 14. 

^'Eav ^hp d(f>r]T€ T0I9 dvOpdwoi^ Ta irapoTmofiara avr&v, 

a(f>i]a€i Kal vpZv 6 waTrfp vfi&v 6 ovpdvio^' 
For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will 

also forgive you. 

Our Lord gives a reason for this petition, because it was the 
only one omitted by the Jews. 

Ver. 16. 

"Orav S^ vrj<jT€vrfT€, fit} yiv€<T0€ laawep oi xnroKpncu, (tkv- 

Optowot d(l>avl^ov<n ydp tcL irpoatoira avj&v. 

Moreover when ye fast, be not, as the hypocrites, of a sad 

countenance: for they disfigure their faces. 

Christ takes it for granted that Christians will fast 
Is is spoken against the Pharisees, cf St Luke xviii. 1 2, I fast 
twice a week. 

The Jews had four public yearly fasts : see Levit xxiii. 26 
[for one of them, the Day of Atonement For mention of all the 
four, see] Zech. viiL 19, The Fast of the fourth month, and the Fast 
of the fifth, and the Fast of the seventh, and the Fast of the tenth. 
From 2^ch. viii. 5 ( When ye fasted and mourned in the fifth and 
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seventh month those seventy years)^ it seems that two of these wet 
appointed in Babylon. 

a^MviCovvi^ perhaps they cover or hide^ ct Elzek. xxiv. 17, 2:, 
Make no mourning . . . cover not thy lips; or possibly. They pro- 
duce paleness, cf. Lexicog. ; irpoaoMra may mean looks. C£ Hab. 
i. 5, and Acts xiiL 41, Behold^ ye despisers^ and wander^ andpavk 
[d<^4cr^c, which may mean, be astonished or dismayed. — Ea] 

Ver. 17. 
X^ S^ vTfOTevtDV aXeiy^al aov rifv ic€if^aX.rfv, teal to 

TrpSaanrov aov vi^^xur 
But thou, when thou fastest^ anoint thy hecuiy and taash thyfaa. 
Cf. Ps. civ. 15, Oil to make his face to shtm; from which and 
similar passages, it follows that Christ is not here commanding 
men to pretend to be feasting, but only to go on as usual 

Ver. 18. 
*0 irarrip aov 6 jSXhrav iv t^ ttpvTrr^. 
Thy Father which seeth in secret. 
Cf Isa xlv. 15, Verily Thou art a God that hidcst Thysdf; 
where God is called "TTirtDp bw, and by LXX. Ocoff Kok qU 

Ver. 19. 
Mi) 0rfaavpl^€T€ vfilv Ofjaavpoifs iirl TrJ9 yrj^, Svov arp 

KoX ^p&ai9 d<l>avi^€if koI ottov Kkkirrai Siopvcraova^ Ktu 

Kkiirrovar 
Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earthy where moth and rust 
doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal. 

From this to the end may be considered as an explication of 
the tenth Commandment, and of the fourth petition in the 
Lord's Prayer. hiopv<r<Tov(Ti does not necessarily mean digging 
through, though probably its first use in this sense came from 
the custom of hiding treasure in a field. fipSxris may mean rust 
in com, and then we shall have the two chief cares of the body 
referred to here, the Food in Pp&ais, and Raiment in cnj^. Cf 
Sapph. ap. Pind. Schol. in Pyth. iv. 407, [on Ai^p nais 6 xp^^^* 

Kflvov ov arjs ovbi kis daTmi, — Ed.] 

Ver. 2 2. 
£^ ovp 6 6<f>0a\fi6^ aov aTrkovs fj, o\ov ro acj/md trov 

<f>(OT€ivbv earai' 
J f therefore thine eye be single^ thy whole body shall be full 0/ light. 
Explained, dirXoCr means " liberal," 2 Cor. viii. 2, The riches of 
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their liberality (imk^roi) \ Rom. xii. 8, He that giveth with sim- 
plicity {iarkoTTiTi) ; cf. Arist. Eth. [1 cannot find this reference. — 
Ed.] The connexion of this and the following verse, with what 
comes before and after, is probably best made out by considering 
the meaning of " an evil eye," and of &n\6rrii in other parts of the 
New Testament. Cf Arist. Eth. vi. 1 2 [fita t6 tx^iv ix rrje tfindplas 
&fAfM 6p&(ri¥ opBm] ; and i. 6 [where human good is defined to be 
doing the proper work of the soul well. — Ed.] 

(t><oT€iv6v,] Cf. Ephes. V. 8, JVotif are ye light in the Lord; 
I St. John i. 6, T^Ifwe walk in the light as He is in the light, . . . 
Covetousness is " the lust of the eye," Hammond. 

Ver. 23. 

*EcLV he 6 6<f>6a\fi6^ <Tov irovripos ^. 
But if thine eye be evil, 
6(f>dakfi6s irovrjpos.] So Ttth is opposed to p"^ ; and so a(f)6ovos 
means "liberal." Cf. St. Mark vii. 22, An evil eye; St Matt. 
XX. 15, Is thine eye evil, because I am good, 

Ver. 24. 

OuheXs SvvaraL Svcrl Kvpiois SouXeveiV f} yap top eva fiici]' 
aei, KoX TOP erepov ayair^aer rj evb^ avdi^erai, Kai rov 
erepov KaTa<f>povi]<rei, ov BvvaaOe ©eo3 SovXeveiv xal 

No man can serve two masters : for either he will hate the one^ and 
love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise t/ie other. 
Ye cannot serve God and mammon. 

Here our Lord anticipates the objection, Why cannot I receive 
both worlds ? Also observe that the hovKoi was required to give 
a more undivided service to his master than servants now are, 
and therefore more nearly answering to the case of one go- 
verned by avarice, or by true religion, rov Ms — rov Mpov; 
hujus—illius. Mammon is a Syriac name for riches; it seems 
to have been occasionally used as a proper name. 

Ver. 25. 

Alcl rovro XiytD vfiiv, Mrj /lepifivare tJ "^^XV «V^^* '''^ 

(f>dyrfT€, Koi TV Trirfre. 

Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life^ what 
ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink, 

Cf Phil. iv. 6, Be careful for nothing; 1 Pet. v. 7, Casting all 
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your care on Him, funnpiCiaBat, ap. St. Luc. xii. 29. Occuirit 
Christus tacitae objectioni : saltern de necessariis hisce prospidam. 

Ver. 26. 
'O irarrip vfjL&v 6 ovpavtos Tpi<f>€i airrd* ovj^ v/jueis fiSXkop 

hLa<f>€p€T€ avT&v ; 
Your heavenly Father feedeih them. Are ye not tnuch better 

than they 1 
Emphatice vrorfp. 

fioXXov is redundant, cf. St Mark vii 36, ^aoXXoi^ irc/Motrc$r«pof \ 

2 Cor. vii. 13, irtpKraoTipms dc fiaXXor, 

Ver. 27. 

Ti9 Be i^ v/jL&v fiepi/jLv&v Buvarai irpoaffewcu iiri rifv 

rfKiKiav auTOv irrjyyv Iva ; 
Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature t 
2^ccheus was fiiKpbs rj ^Xiict^. St. Luke xix. 3, Z/e ti/as little of 
stature. But it may mean time; cf. Ps. xxxix. 5, TTum hast made 
my days as an handbreadth, 

Ver. 28. 

KaTafid0€T€ Ta Kplva rod apyov. 

Consider the lilies of the field. 

Example of Christ's way of teaching ; by familiar instances. 

Ver. 29. 
Ovi>\ So7<A)fia}v iv wdarj tj) So^rj avrov TrepiefidXer o A9 

ip TOVTCJV. 

Even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these, 

Cf. I Kings X. [The queen of Sheba*s visit to Solomon], 

"Homerus omnes flores vocavit Xctfua.'* Pollux ap. Scult. in 

Poli Synopse. 

Ver. 30. 

t 06 Tov "XppTOv Tov aypov. 

Wherefore^ if God so clothe the grass of the field, 

Discrimen, rov fvXov, and rov x^prov, 

Ver. 33. 
Zrfretre Bk irpSnov t)jp /SaaiXelap rod Oeov xal rrjv huccuo^ 

auPTjv auTov, /cal ravra irdvra irpoaTeOrjaerat vfjuiv. 
But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness ; and 
all these things shall be added unto you, 

Cf. I Kings iii. 11, Because thou hast asked , . . for thyself under- 
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standing to discern judgment, . . . I have also ^ven thee that which 
thou hast not asked^ both riches and honour. 

Observe here, i. The express promise ; cf. i Tim. vL 6, Godli- 
ness with contentnunt is great gain ; 8, . . . having food and raiment^ 
let us be therewith content; iv. 8, Godliness is profitable unto all 
things J having promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to 
come; Heb. xiii. 5, 6, Be content with such things as ye have, for 
He hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee ; so that we 
may boldly say. The Lord is my lulper ; on which, vide Taylor, 
"Holy Dying," 236 d. 

2. It is given by way of irpoaBrjin] [supplementally]. 

Ver. 34. 

MtJ OVV /JL€plfJLVI](TrjT€ €t9 TTJV UUpiOV 7) yup avpiOV fJL€pi/JLV1]a'€l 

tA kavrrjs. apKerov t§ VM'^P^ V fcaxia avTr]9> 

Take therefore no thought for the morrow, for the morrow shall 
take tJiought for the things of itself Sufficient unto the day is 
the evil thereof 

Cf. the history of the manna [Exod. xvi. 19, &c., And Moses 
said. Let no man leave of it till the morning, Notwithstanding . . . 
some of them left of it until the morning, and it bred wormSy and 
stank], 

KOKia for KaK6TfJS. 

CHAP. VII.— Ver. i. 

Mrj Kplv€T€, Xva flij KpL0^T€, 

Judge not, that ye be not judged, 

Kplva id quod KoraKpivm, Rom. ii. t, Wherein thoujudgest ano- 
ther, thou condemnest thyself; explained by KoraXaXo), St. James 
iv. II, He that speaketh evil of his brother, andjudgeth his brother. 
But in I Cor. iv. 5 {Judge nothing before the time, 6r*c.) it seems to 
be forbidden in a sense which excludes premature praise, and in 
general their disposition to judge of others. In Rom. xiv. 10, 
IVhy dost thou judge thy brother f or why dost thou set at nought 
thy brother ? 

It is opposed to i^ovBtytiv in a way which seems to indicate 

•» [Ch. V. § 5 (Against Despair), ** I find that the Spirit of God taught the 
writers of the New Testament to apply to us all in general, and to every 
single person in particular, some gracious words which God in the Old Testa- 
ment spake to one man upon a special occasion, in a single and temporal in- 
stance. Such are the words which God spake to Joshua, / will never fail 
thee nor forsake thee, " — Ed. ] 
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that one means morale and the other intellectual contempt. In 

St James ii. 13 (Jie shall have judgment without mercy that hcUh 

shewed no mercy) Kpias is opposed to t[\€os, and the whole passage 

is directed against vpoawrokri^lay and the not judging of others by 

a mild rule, like that of the Gentiles, but by a severe rule, like 

that of the law. The judgment threatened is both of this world 

and of the next. 

Ver. 2. 

Ev ^ ^hp KplfJMTi KpiV€T€y iepi0i]a€<T0€' Kol iu ^ fierptp 
/ifTpetre, avTifieTprjOija-erai vfjuv. 

For with what judgment yc judge ^ ye shall be judged; and with what 
mectsure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again. 

This is a proverb, and so our Lord used several proverbs. 
Cf. ch. X. 24, The disciple is not above his master; xix. 24^ // is 
easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle^ &'c, 

Ver. 3. 

Ti hi pkkneis to Kdp<f>os to iv r^ 6(f>6a\^ row aBe\<f>ov aov, 

rffv Bk iv T^ a^ 6(f>0a\fi^ SoKOif ov Karavoei^ ; 

And why heholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother^ s eye, but 

considerest not the beam that is in thine own eye f 

Kdptf>os used by Herod, for chaff. This also was proverbial, and 
answers to Hor. Sat. I. iii. 67, " Eheu Quam temere in nosmet 
legem sancimus iniquam ;" and " Cum tua pervideas oculis male 
lippus inunctis/' Ibid. 25. " Mos nimirum erat Christo dicta de 
rebus humanis usurpari solita ad divina transferre.*' Grot. 

Ver. 5. 
^ExpaXe irptorov rrjv hoKov e/c rov 6<f>0a\fiov aov, 
First cast out the beam out of thine own eye, - 

Not only as a matter of moral propriety, but as a necessary 
qualification for judging rightly. Grot 

Ver. 6. 
M^ 8ft)T€ TO £7^01/ TO?j Kvai firjSk l3d\7)T€ T0U9 fiapyapira^ 

vfjL&v efiTrpoadev t&v 'ypipfav. 
Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye your 

pearls before swine. 

This is a qualification of the former precept, say Hammond 
and Grotius ; quod dicit, — There are some men so proud and ma- 
licious (like dogs), or so stupid and sensual (like swine), that 
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they will only reject your charity, which ought to be the most 
effectual admonition, and persecute your persons, which ought to 
be most dear *. In the first clause, there is an allusion to the im- 
purity of dogs. Cf. Exod. xvi. 31, Ye shall cast it to the dogs; 
Deut. xxiii. 18, The price of a dog . . ./ Rev. xxii. i$j For without 
are dogs and sorcerers; Phil. iii. 2, Beware of dogs ; ch. xv. 26, // 
is not meet to take the children's bread, and to cast it to dogs,) 

In the second to that of swine, Cf. Lev. xi. 7, and Deut. 
xiv. 8, 77u swine . . . cheweth not the cud; he is unclean to you. 
Both are united, Isa. Levi. 3, He that sacrifceth a latnb^ as if he 
cut off a do^s neck; he that offereth an oblationy as if he offered 
swings blood; 2 St Peter ii. 22, The dog is turned to his own vomit 
again, and the sow , , , to her walloiving. 

Here ends the eighth section of the Sermon, which may be re- 
garded as an exposition of the ninth commandment [See Ham- 
mond, Pract, Cat., lib. iv. § t.] 

Vers. 7 — 27. 

Since the precepts hitherto given are difficult, Christ now 
shews how we may get strength to perform them, that is, by 
prayer, 7 — 11 ; by observing the golden rule, 12 ; by a manful 
resolution to abide in our Christian calling, whatever it cost, 
13, 14; by a prudent choice and use of guides, for which he 
points out a text, 15—20 ; lastly, by a thorough sense that re- 
ligion is nothing without practice, 21 — 27. 

Ver. 7. 

AIt€It€, Kot Bodtjaerai v/jup' fi/Tetre, xal evprjaerc Kpovere, 

Kal avoiyrjaeraL vfilv, 

Ask,iind it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, 

and it shall be opened unto you. 

Repetition here denotes the duty of perseverance, c£ St I-,uke 
xi. 9 — 13, Ask, and it shall be given you, df^c; St James v. 16, 
The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much; and 
i. 5, If any of you Ictck wisdom, let him ask God, that giveth to all 
men liberally; oL [Second Collect in] Baptismal Service. 

• Mr. Keble seems to have had Hammond's paraphrase open before him : — 
** For this matter of reprehending others (all holy advices and admonitions 
out of God*s word), because they are a very precious deed of Charity, take 
care they be not cast away upon those that are incorrigible.'' — Ed. 
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Ver. 8. 

I7a9 7^p o alr&v Xafifidvet. 

For-rvery one that asketh receiveth. 

As to the non-fulfilment of the promise on some occasions, see 

Taylor on The Return of Prayer; St. James L 6, Let him ask in 

faith, nothing wavering; iv. 3, Ye ask and receive not^ becattse ye 

ask amiss, 

Ver. 9. 

Jti Ti9 earcv ef vfitov avupaiiros, ov €av airqarj o vio^ avrov 

apTov, fifj \l0ov eTTiSaxret avT&; 

Or what man is there of you, whom if his son ask bread, will 

he give him a stone ? 

Ttf.] "Siquis;" cf. St Luke xi. 5, ris cf vfiau cfft <l}iKop . • . ; v. 1 1, 

riva dc VfiS>v top frartpa air^<rci 6 vlos ', St JameS iii. 1 3, ris €ro<f}6s Kai 
ariarrifAnv • • . ; ch. xii. II, tIs Hotm c( vft&y • • • j xxiv. 45, rcV Spa 
fOTiP 6 marbs dovXos . . . ; Hag. 11. 3, tU cf vfx&p ts fid§p roy oucop . . . 

cAv post relativum redundat ; v. 19, ts iap Xvajj . . . ; x. 14, 6^ cojr 

fifj bf^fjrai vfias . . . ; 42, Sr tav iroriatj, . . . 

Ver. II. 
El ovv Vfji€i9 irovqpoX ovre^ . . . hioaei wyaOii rots 

alrovaiv avrov. 
If ye then, being evil . . . give good things to them that ask Aim t 
frony/M^f.] Grudging, as in the phrase ^(pOakixos noprjpos, accord- 
ing to Hammond ; but Qu. cf. Job xv. 14, 15, IVhat is man that 
he should be clean, &*c, 

ayaBh,'] scil. Spiritus Sanctus. Cf St. Luke xi. 13, How mtuh 
more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that 
ask Him ; and St James i. 5, If any of you lack wisdom, <S^•^ 

Ver. 12. 
ndpra ovv oca hv 0€\r)T€ Xva iroi&acv vfilv oi avOpayrroi, 

ovT(o KaX v/i6t? TTOtetre avrol^' 
Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to 

you, do ye even so to them, 

Cf Isocrates ad Nicoclem, pp. 71, 76 \pv-rfii^ 6fi[K€i r&p n6k€«up 

np6s rhs tfrrovs, &(nr€p ^p ras Kp€iTTOvs npos aiavrop ofiaxrcior, — So 

deal with the lesser states as thou wouldst have the greater states 

deal with thee ; A vda-xoprfs v</)* irtpiov 6pyl^f<rBf, ravTa to7s aWois fi^ 

nouiTf : AVhat you resent at the hands of others, that do not to 
others. — Ed.] But observe that the rules there do not, by a 
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good deal, come up to our Saviour's precept, for the universal 
one is negative only, the other is a peculiar precept addressed 
to the representatives of a king. Cf Miller's Bampton Lectures, 
p. 136, and Gibbon. It was often quoted by Severus ', Ham- 
mond calls it an extension of the eighth commandment [See 
J^ract, Cat, lib. iv. § 2.] Cf Rom. xiii. 8, (hue no man anything^ 
but to love one anot/ier; Gal. v. 14, All the law is fulfilled in one 
7oord, even in this, Thou shall love thy neighbour as thyself, 

Ver. 13. 

Enter ye in at the strait gate, 

A precept of Christian strictness. Hammond [Pract, Cat,, as 
above]. Life is " a gate,'* " a way," because we only pass through 
it Christian life a strait gate, because iaGkoi fxh yap dirkSfs, &c. 

Cf. Hesiod Op. et Dies. 287 — 290 [ttjv fiivroi KaKorrjra Kal IKatov 
(OTiv iXicOai pijtdtcor* oXlyrj fiiv 6S6Sf fuiXa d* €yyv6i vaiti* rrjs 5' ap€TfJ£ 
idpSyra diol frpondpoiOtv iOrjKav dOdvaroi* fuucpos dc koi Spdios olfJU)s iir* 

avTTfv Koi Tprjxvs to npStrov. The line from Bias, partly quoted 

above, is, 'Eo-^oI p€v yap AnkSiS, iravrodairae it KaKoi, — There is but 

one way for the good, but many for the wicked, — Ed.] 

Ver. 14. 

^Oti arepf} 1} nrvKq, Koi T€0\ifi/jkivrf 17 6S09 fj awdyovaa efc rifv 

^(or)p, Kal oXiyoi cIktIv 01 evpiaKovre^ ainrjv. 

Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which 

leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it. 

The Jews thought that in the time of the Messiah all would 
be good. 

or* might possibly mean " how." [Mr. Keble had in his mind 
the Vulgate, "Quam angusta portal" but this was based on 
MSS. which read rl instead of on, — Ed.] 

Ver. 15. 

IJpoa€j(€r€ Si aTTo t&v '>^€vh(yirpo<f>rjT&Vy oiTives Ip^ovrai 7rpo9 

vjjM^ iv iuhvfiaai Trpo/Sditop, eawOep Be elai Xukoi &pTrarf€9. 

Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheefs clothing^ 

but inwardly they are ravening wolves, 

' [Spartianus, in the Augustan History, speaking of Alex. Severus, says, 
" Claniabatque ssepius, quod a quibusdam sive Judaeis sive Christianis audierat 
et tenebat : idque per praeconem, cum aliquem emendaret, dici jubebat : Quod 
tibi fieri nonvis, alteri ne feceris. Quam sententiam usque adeo dilexit, ut et 
in palatio et in publicis operibus praescribi juberet'*— Ed.] 
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Cf. 2 St Peter ii. i, Buf there were false prophets also among 
the people^ even as there shall be false teachers among you. Elijah's 
mantle was in Greek, iiriKmriii (sheep-skin), i Kings xijc 13, /^ 
wrapped his face in his mantle; 2 Kings ii. i^, He took up the 
mantle of Elijah ; cf. Zech. xiii. 4, Neither shall they wear a rough 
garment to deaive. 

Xvxoi ^ay«ff.] Cf. Acts XX. 29. The caution is against pro- 
fessing Christians, c£ v. 21, Not every one^ &*c, (N.B. The dis- 
tinction between the show of godliness and the power.) 

Ver. t6. 

^Aifo T&v Kapir&v avr&v iiriyvtoaeaOe airrov^' fiifn cri/XXe- 

f^ov<Ti,v airo aicav6&v aTaif>v\r)P, ^ airb rptfioXcDV avica ; 

Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of 

thorns^ or figs of thistles f 

Here it is disputed whether Christ means the fruits of the 
doctrine or their lives. I apprehend the former, as discernible 
fix)m the latter. Cf. 2 Tim. iii. 5, Having a form of godliness^ but 
denying the power thereof ; and quae habet Grot ad loc. [Grotius 
instances the evil fruits of heresy : " Perpessiones defugiunt ; 
allectant eos qui in vitiis haerent, prsesertim opulentiores ; quses- 
tiones movent nihil facientes ad profectum pietatis," &c. — Ed.] 
These men had sheep's clothing; yet their fruits were bad: i.e. 
not being notoriously wicked, and in outward show gracious 
and reverent, they yet wanted the love of God. 

r/>l^dX«iy.] Lat ap. Viig. [Geor. i. 153, "Lappaeque tribulique, 
interque nitentia culta Infelix lolium]. C£ Article VII. [Of Good 
Works, " Which are the fruits of faith.'*] 

Ver. t8. 

To Bk aairpbv hhipov, 
A corrupt tree. 
crairp^r.] Bad, as the English " corrupt" 

Ver. 19. 
Tlav Siv&pov fi}f iroiovp Kapirov 9ca\ov^ iKKoirreTat teal ctV 

TTvp fidWerai. 
Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down^ 

and cast into the fire. 
Cf. St. John XV. 6^ If a man abide not in Me^ he is cast forth as 
a branchy and is withered; ch. iil 10, And now also the axe is laid 
unto the root of the trees^ ^c. 
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Ver. 20. 

^Apaye airo r&v Kopir&v avT&p hnyvdaeaOe airrov^. 

Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them. 

If it had been ^a yt with a question, it would have been 

a most triumphant conclusion ; and I take &pa yc, affirmatively, 

to carry a similar meaning. 

Ver. 21. 

Oxf 7ra9 6 Xeyo)!/ /iot, Kvpie, Kvpie, eureXeva-eTai eU rffv 

^atrCkelav r&v ovpav&v* 

Not every one that saith unto me. Lord, Lord^ shall enter into 

the kingdom of heaven, 

SL John xiii. 13, Ye call Me Master and Lord^ and ye say well; 
St. Luke vi. 46, Why call ye Me, Lardy Lord^ and do not the 
things which I sayt ch. xxv. 11, Lord^ Lord, open to us, 

Ver. 22. 
UoWol ipovai fioi, iv eKeipr) ttj '^f^ipq, Kvpte Kvpie, ov t£ a^ 
6v6fiaTi irpoe<^)T€v<Tafiev, koX t^ (to) opofjuari Baifiovia i^€- 
fid\ofJL€V, Kol T<p aS opofjuan Svpd/jL€i<; 'rroWds iwoiijaafiev ; 

Many will say to me in that day. Lord, Lord, have we not pro- 
phesied in thy name ? and in thy name have cast out devils ? and 
in thy name done many wonderful works f 
First express mention of the day of judgment. 
Trpo«l)rjT€vaafitv.] Probably taken here literally. 
T^ o-y ovo/ioTi.] Cf St. Mark xvi. 17, /« My Name shall they 
cast out devils; Acts iii. 6, In the Name of Jesus Christ of Naza- 
reth ; ix. 34, /Eneas, Jesus Christ maketh t/iee whole; xix. 5, Bap- 
tized in the Name of the Lord Jesus, Argument hence for the ex- 
cellency of Christ's Person, 
dvi/a/icw.] Effect for cause. [Cause for effect (?). — Ed.] 
Here observe, i. How much the evidence of the Apostles is 
strengthened by the care shewn in the New Testament not to set 
up miracles as signs of God*s favour. Cf St Luke x. 20, In this 
rejoice not that the spirits are subject unto you, but rather rejoice 
because your names are written in heaven, 

2. Difference of xa/>« and xdpiayLa, cf i Cor. xiii. [Praise of 
Faith, Hope, and Charity, compared with gifts of tongues, &c] ; 
case of Balaam and Judas, and of the old Prophet in i Kings xiii. 
[all of whom had gifts without grace]. Applied to the present 
time it suggests an especial caution not to regard success, elo- 
quence, &c., as signs of God's favour* 
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Ver. 23. 

Kal TOT€ o/ioXoyY^cra) avrolf, ori ovSeirore iypcDV v/ia9' 

And then unll I profess unto them^ I never knew you, 

6/ioXoyi7<r«o.] Heb. ryywir pT, as in Ps. i. 6, The Lord kmnveth 
(approveth) the way of the righteous, — Ed.] Cf. St John x- 14, 
I know My sheep ^ and am known of Mine; Rom. viii. 29, Whom 
He did foreknow y He also did predestinate; i Cor. viiL 3, If any 
man love God^ the same is also known of Him. 

Ver. 24. 

Has oiv oaTi9 ascovei fiov roifs \6yov^ tovtox/^, ical 

woiet avT0V9. 
Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, 

C£ St. James i. 22, Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers 
only; St John xiii. 17, If ye know these things^ happy are ye if ye 
do them; i St John ii. 3, seqq. Hereby do we know that we know 
Him, if we keep His commandments ; iii. 7, He that doeth righteous- 
ness is righteous ; amd passim. 

Here consider how the demand of perfect holiness is reconcile- 
able with the redemption from the Law and free Grace. Con- 
sider, I. God demands it as a condition, not as a, price, (Observe 
that in the first covenant our holiness was not per se, but by 
the mercy of God, the consideration and price of eternal life.) 
2. He gives His Holy Spirit, which was not under the Law. 

Ver. 28. 

* E^err\i]aa-ovTO ol S')(\oi iirl t§ BiBax^ avrov' 

The people were astonished at his doctrine. 

Cf. St John viL 46, Never man spake like this man; St Luke 
iv. 22, All bare Him witness, atid wondered at the gracious words, 

Ver. 29. 
^Hv yap SiBda-fcayp avrovs &^ i^valav c'^odv, Kal 

ovx ^ ol rpafjufjuareh. 
For he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. 

Cf. St Matt xxi. 23, &c., By what authority doest Thou these 
things f &*c. ; They had been used to say, Let us wait for a Pro- 
phet Cf. I Mac. iv. 46, They laid up the stones , , , until there 
should come a prophet to shew what should be done with them; 
xiv. 41, Until there should arise a faithful prophet. But He taught 
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with more authority than even the highest prophet, viz. in His 
own Name ; cf. Heb. iii. 5, 6, Christ as a Son over His own house ; 
and with perfect innocence. 

CHAP. VIIL— Ver. I. 
Karafidim Be ain^ dirb rov Spov9, ^KoXovdrjaav airrS 

o'xXot, iroWoL 
When he was come down from the mountain, great multitudes 

foilo7ued him. 
St Matthew puts the Doctrine first, and then the Miracles ; 
vid. ch. iv. 23, Teaching in tlieir synagogues . . . and healing all 

manner of sickness, 

Ver. 2. 

Kal tSov, \€7rp os ik6o)v irpoaeKVpei airrA \iy(ov. 
And, behold, there came a leper and worshipped him. 
Probably this miracle happened the year before the Sermon on 
the Mount, in one of our Lord's incidental excursions from Ca- 
pernaum. For St. Luke places the centurion's servant's cure im- 
mediately after the Sermon. Ihoh does not fix the order of the 
cure ; cf. ch. ix. 2, And behold tliey brought unto Him a man sick 
of the palsy. 

axir^ repeated, a Hebraism; but cf Soph. CEd. Tyr. 276-7, Aal 

raxrra roty ^y\ bpaxriv tCxo^ai Btovs /jlt^t aporov airois yrjs dviivai rivd 
. . . etiam Thucydides iv. 93, ry di 'iTnroKpdTti . . . ©y avr^ ^yycX^ 

• . . TTC/lTrCi, &C 

XfTTpip.] Cf. Levit xiii., xiv., and Deut. xxiv. 8, 9, for the law 
concerning lepers. 

It was a type of sin. Cf Ps. xxxviii. 3, There is no soundness 
in my flesh because of Thine anger ; Isa. i. 6, No soundness in it, 
but wounds, and bruises, and putrifying sores : and consider, i. no 
creature so unclean as man, perhaps none other, living * ; 2. It 
was the greatest and most lasting uncleanness ; 3. It continued 
after cleansing; 4. It was purified when the person owned 
himself entirely unclean; 5. The High Priest shared not in it; 
Aaron was not leprous, Uzziah was. 

Ver. 3. ; 

©cXft), KaOapiaBtYTi, 

I will; be thou clean. 
Cf. ch. vii. 29, As one hainng authority. 
Cf. Gen. i. 3, ^wr ytviaOay Let there be light. 

t I leave these words as I find them. — Ed, 

U 
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Ver. 4. 

Kal \iyei ain^ 6 ^Irja-ov^, ^Opa fjLijSevl etirrfs' aXX vwiM^e, ae- 
avrbv Set^ov r^ iepet, ical Trpoaiveyxe to S&pov h Trpoaera^e 
M(o<rrj^y el^ fjMpTvpiop ainols. 

And Jesus saith unto him^ See thou tell no man; but go thy way^ 
shew thyself to the priest ^ and offer the gift that Moses commanded^ 
for a testimony unto them. 

Observe Christ's respect for the Law, and also His humility. 
The Jews thought leprosy came from the hand of God imme- 
diately ; cf 2 Kings v. 7, Am la God, to kill and to make alive f 
ch. xL 5 [Christ's appeal to the cleansing of lepers in reply to the 
Baptist's message]. 

avToU, either "the priests," governed of fuxprvpiotf^ or **the 
lepers," governed of vpoaha^i ;— or the whole may be taken 
with Xryti avT^y i.e. He said it in witness of His being the Son 
of God- 
Query, whether the office of binding and loosing sins be not 
typified by this ordinance of Moses ? 

Ver. 5. 

npoarjk0€P avT^ i/earovrapxo^ TrapaKaXav avrdv. 
There came unto him a centurion, beseeching him, 

Uox6vrapxp^ shews that a soldier's business is lawful. Cf. St 

Luke iiL 14 [the Baptist and the soldiers] ; Acts x. i, ^ centurion 

... J devout man, and one that feared God, Probably the soldier 

might have heard of the cure of the nobleman's son, recorded 

St John iv. 53. According to St Luke, the centurion sent elders 

of the Jews. 

Ver. 6. 

*0 ira?9 /Aoi; fiifikffrai iv t§ oUla irapaXvTLKo^. 

My servant iieth at home sick of the palsy, 

/BcjSXijToi] is very expressive of the man's helplessness. C£ 

V. 14, PifiXrjfifitmjp Koi irvptaaovaav ; St Mark vii. 30, P€l3XrjfAfU^9 
iirX rrjs Kkivris ; Rev. ii. 22, fioKXa avrfjp ih Kkitnjp, 

Ver. 8. 

OvK elfil ueapo^ Xva fiov inro rrjv ariyqv elaikdrf^* 

I am not worthy that thou shouidest come under my roof, 

Uay((f.] C£ ch. iii. 11, o^ ovk fifil iKavhs rh inrodqfiara fiaardaai» 
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Ver. 9. 
Kal yap iyo) avOptoiros elfu vtto i^ovciav, exfov inr 

ifiavTov arpaTKOTa^' 

For I am a man under authority, having soldiers under me, 

q. d. Thou canst do this as readily, and with as full right, and 

more certain success, as my superiors can command me, or 

I mine inferiors. It is an argument h fortiori. If I can do this, 

who am wro i^ovaiav, how much more Thou. 

Ver. 10. 
OifBk iv T<p ^laparfK ToaauTtjv irioTiv evpop, 
/ hai'e not found so great faith, no, not in Israel, 
^Vhy should our Lord have expected Faith in Israel ? Answer 
from prophecy more particularly. 

Ver. II. 

*'Oti irdKKoX amo avarok&v Kal Bvcfi&v fj^ovac, /cal dvaxXiO'^- 

aovTai fjL€Ta ^A^paafi Kal ^laaa/c xal ^laxmfi iv r^ jSaai- 

Xeia T&v ovpav&v. 

That many shall come from the east and 7vest, and shall sit down 

with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven, 

A prophecy of the calling of the Gentiles. Tlie Jews often 
represented the Kingdom of Heaven as a feast, in Abraham's 
bosom ; cf. St. Luke xvi. 22, Was carried by the Angels into Abra- 
ham's bosom ; Gen. xxviii. 14, /// thee . . . shall all the families of 
the earth be blessed ; St. Luke xxii. 29, 30, That ye may eat and 
drink at My table in My kingdom ; Isa. xxv. 6, 7, /// this mountain 
shall the Lord of hosts make unto all people a feast of fat things. 

There is a euphemism in avaKki6r\(Tovrai, 

^Vhy are these three named particularly? i. Because God 
was called their God; 2. Because Canaan was promised to 
them; 3. Because they were the heads of the nation. And 
the Gentiles are seated next to them, as the centurion^s faith was 
preferred to that of Israel. 

Ver. 12. 
01 h\ viol T^9 fiaaiXeias iKJSXTjdT^aoirrai €t9 to <tk6to^ to ejo)- 

repop* iK€i ea-Tav 6 KXavOfios teal 6 ^pvyfMos r&v oSovTtov. 

But the children of the kingdom shall be cast out into outer darkness : 

there shall be weeping atul gnashing of teeth, 

Lightfoot (in loco) represents this as a prophecy of the final 

rejection of the Jews ; but qu ? 

u 2 
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t6 (Tk^ros t6 €$o»Ttpov best illustrated by ch. xxv. 10—12 [the ex- 
clusion of the foolish Virgins] ; and v. 30, Cast ye the unprofitable 
servant into outer darkness. 

The prophecy began to be signally accomplished. Acts xiii. 
46 — 51 [Paul and Barnabas turning from the Jews to the Gentiles 
at Antioch]. 

viol T^f /Sao-tXc/ar.] Cf. RoHL ix. 4, 5, Israelites^ to ivhcm per- 
taineth the adoption and the glory ^ 6f^c, Perhaps fipuyfihs may ex- 
press cold. 

Ver. 14. 

TlevOephv ainov. 
His wif^s mother, 
Peter was married. Cf. i Cor. ix. 6, Have we not power to lead 
about , , . a wifcy as well as . . , Cephas f 

Ver. 16. 
^Oy^la^ Sk yevofiivrjs Trpo<r^P€yKav airr^ Salfiovi^ofjUpov^ 

iroWov^. 
When the even was come, they brought unto him many that were 

possessed with devils, 
o^la is an adjective ; it marks our Lord's unwearied benevo- 
lence. God probably permitted so many ^fiopiCofUpovs, to shew 

Christ's power. 

Ver. 17. 

Airros ra? atrOeveias fifi&v eXa^e, xal ra^ poaov^ iPtkaraaep, 
Himself took our infirmities, and bare our sicknesses, 

€/3dcrra<rcv.] Cf St John XX. 1 5, If thou have borne htm hence; 
I St. Pet ii. 24, His own self bare our sins; Heb. v. i, 2, Who 
can have compassion, 6f^c.; iv. 15, Touched with the feeling of our 
infirmities ; Isa. liii. 4, Surely He hath borne our grief s ; St Mark 
vii. 34, He siglud, and saith unto him, Ephphatha; St Luke vii. 13, 
He had compassion on her, and said unto her. Weep not; St John 
xi. '^'^, 35, 38, He groaned in the spirit, and was troubled . . .Jesus 
wept . . . again groaning in Himself; from which it may seem 
not improbable that the place is applied here to express our 
Lord's divine sympathy. 

The Rabbins call Christ " the Leper of the house of Rabbi :" 
Lightfoot (Hor. Heb. in loco), who renders f^darraatv, "who is able 
to remove" our sorrows. But add Christ's agony to the texts 
quoted above. Observe that, as Christ's healing disease was 
typical of His taking away sin, so this prophecy has a double 
sense, i. miracles, 2. redemption. 
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Ver- 19. 
Kal irpoaekOcov eZ? Tpafifiarev^, 
And a certain scribe came, and said unto him, 
flp pro riy, fere cum genitive apud Atticos. 

Ver. 20. 
Ai aXdyireKes ^coKeoxfs €)^ovat, Kal ra irerecva rov avpavov 
KaTa^/cr)v(oa€i^' 6 Bi 1/109 rov avOponrov ovk e^ch ''''ov ttjp 
K€il>a\f)v kklvTf, 

The foxes have holes, and the birds of tlu air have nests; but the 
Son of man hath not where to lay his head. 

Here Christ speaks to the man's thoughts, who was probably 
worldly in his purpose. 

6 vlbi Tov duOpwTov] denote our Lord's divine nature, His 

Messiahship, His humility. Cf. Ps. viii. 4, JVhat is man . . . and 

the Son of man, that Thou visitest him? Ixxx. 17, The Son of man 

whom Thou modest so strong for Thyself; Dan. vii. 13, One like 

the Son of man, 

Ver. 21. 

''Erepo^ Be r&v fiaOrjr&v ainov elirev avrw, Kvpie, iirLTpe^ov 

fJLoi TTpSnop aireXOeiP Kal Od-^at top iraTepa fiov. 

And another of his disciples said unto him. Lord, suffer me first 

to go and bury my father, 

Clement of Alexandria says this was Philip [Strom, iii. c. 4, 

Khv <rvyxp^<TavTai rp rov Kvpiov <t>iDyg Xryoyros t^ ^iXitttt^, A<f>€S rovg 
vfKpovi^ &C. — Ed.] 

Ba^^i, some say, means, " live on to my Father's death." Cf. 
Job xiv. 13, Oh that Thou wouldest hide me in the grave . . ./ from 
which it seems that burying was a great duty among the Jews. 

Ver. 22. 

"Ai^ef T0V9 veKpov^ 0a>^ai rov^ kaxrr&p pexpov^. 

And let the dead bury their dead, 

v€Kpov^!\ Possibly a proverbial expression, cf. St. Luke ix. 60. 
Compare Ephes. ii. i. You hath He quickened who were dead in 
trespasses and sins. Perhaps an allusion to the uncleanness con- 
tracted by touching the dead, which was certainly unfit for 
Christ's peculiar people ; evidently there is the figure like that 
in Revelation (xxiL 18), " If any man shall add unto these 
things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in 
this booky" &c The dead were unclean ; the priest might not 
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touch them, Lev. xxii. 4, 8, IFAoso toucheth anything that is un- 
clean, &*c. Clement quotes a precept of Pythagoras, atrfx^aBtu 
T&¥ B^aiftaUtp [Paedag. iL i ?]. Bad men were spiritually dead ; 
c£ Ephes. ii. 5, lV?ien we were dead in sins ; Rona. viiL w^ He 
that raised up Christ . . . shall quicken your mortal bodies. 

Ver. 27. 

TloTairoi iaTiv 0VT09 ; 

What manner of man is this f 

Uoranotf qualis, quantus ; 7rodair6s, cujas in Latin. CC St. Mark 
xiiL I, 2 j TTOTOTioWiBot, 2 Pet iii. 11, Trorairovr del virdpxfiv Vfias. . . 

Ver. 28. 
Kai iXJBoirri, airr^ els to iripav els rrjv ')(aipcw r&v repyeatf' 

v&Pf inn^vTfjaav avr^ Brio Bai/iopi^ofiepoi iic t&v tJLvri§jLcU»v 

ifefyxpfiepou 
And when he was come to the other side into the country of the 

Gergesenes, there met him two possessed with devils^ coming out 

of the tombs. 

Perhaps these Gergesenes might be a remnant of the old 

Canaanites; they were certainly many of them Gentiles, St. 

Mark and St Luke mention only one possessed, but he might 

be superior in rank or in misery. They used to live in tombs ; 

the eastern tombs would easily admit of this ; cf. the account of 

the Resurrection. 

Ver. 29. 

Tl f)^lv Ka\ aoXf ^Irjaov vlk tov Oeov ; rjXOes &Se irpo 

Kacpov fiaaapiaai, ^fia^ ; 
What have we to do with thee, fesus, thou Son of God / art thou 
come hither to torment us before the time f 
Ti rjfiiv Koi <roi] Difference between the Hebrew and Latin 
phrase [D3^T "^Vto, Qt^id mihi tecum^ The latter expresses con- 
tempt ; the former, complaint 

ifph ncaipoO.] Cf. 2 St Pet ii. 4, If God spared not the angels that 
sinned . . . reserved unto judgment ; Jud. 6, The angels . . . He hath 
reserved in everlasting chains^ under darkness^ unto the judgment of 
the great day, 

Ver. 30. 

'Hi; B\ fjMKpav atf air&p ayeXrj ypipayv froKK&v fioaKOfAeptj, 

And there was a good 7vay off from them an herd of 

many swine feeding. 
ov fiGKpaif is what one would expect ; but the meaning is the 
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same. ftaKpav would mean " at some distance ;" ov fiaxpay^ " within 
reach." Swine forbidden, c£ Deut xiv. 8, Th^ swine^ because it 
divideth the hoofy yet cheweth not the cud, it is unclean unto you; ye 
shall not eat of their flesh; but it was eaten very commonly. 
Probably these swine were to be smuggled into Judaea. 

Vers. 31, 32. 
Eirlrpeylrov fjfiXv aveXOeiv ety rfjp dyikrjp r&p ^(plpcDV. 

ical ehrev axnohf ^Tird^eTe, 
Suffer us to go away into the herd 0/ swine. 
Afid he said unto t/iem^ Go, 
This does not make Christ the author of sin ; for He only re- 
frained from hindering what they asked ; it shewed His Divinity. 
The devil had a double spite to gratify here ; against the owners, 
and against our Lord Himself. This miracle justified the Law of 
Moses to the Gentiles, who were wont to sneer at this precept 
Perhaps it might shew the punishment of wallowing like swine in 
sensual lusts ; viz. being delivered into the power of the devil. 
And He shewed His power over evil spirits ; their malice, and 
the blessing to us of the restraint He keeps over them. See the 

history of Job. 

Ver. 34. 

HapeKaKetrav oirtos fiera^^ airb r&v opUov avr&v. 

They besought him that he would depart out of their coasts. 

St Luke v. 8, Depart from me, for I am a sinful man^ O Lord. 

Observe the different manner in which our Lord treated St Peter 

in the verse quoted above, and these Gergesenes in the text 

The one He took at their word, and departed from them, the 

other not 

CHAP. IX.— Ver. i. 

^H\0€v els Ttfv iZlav itokiv. 

And came into his own city. 

ry^v tblap irSkiy.] Sc Capemaum ; v. St Mark ii. i, He entered 

into Capernaum after some days. 

Ver. 2. 
Xai tSo)!/ 6 ^Ifjaovs rtjv irlaruf avr&v elire r^ TrapaXvruc^f 

Qdpaei T€/cvop, a^ioavral aoi ai afjucLpriai aov. 
And Jesus seeing their faith said unto the sick of the palsy ^ Son, 

be of good cheer ; thy sins be forgiven thee. 
Tfiv irtWiy avrwy.] Sc of the men and of the sick person him- 
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self. Observe here the effect of a faithful intercession. Disease 
was the one effect of all sin, and the particular punishment of 
some sins among the Jews. Cf. Deut xacviii. 21, 22, 27, 60 [the 
diseases which disobedience should entail on the Israelites]. Cf 
etiam Isa. xxxiiL 24, Th^ inhabitant shall not say^ I am sick; tki 
people that dwell therein shall be forgiven their iniquity ; cL also 
Numb. V. ; i Cor. v. 5, 72? deliver such an one to Satan^for the de- 
struction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved^ 

In saying, "Thy sins," &a, Christ gave assurance that the 
disease should be healed, and pointed out the origin of it, and 
of scourges generally. Cf. Rev. xxi. 4, There shall be no more 
deaths . . . neither shall there be any more pain, 

d<l>€ci>vT€u is per diceresin for dc^Iyrai, scil. the Attic perfect. Some 
hold it to be imperative ; but cf. St Luke viL 47, Xcyw ^roi dff>€mmi 

al Afiaprlai avrrjs ; I St. John ii. 12, ypd<f>» VfUP ori a<f>€t»wrtu^ &C 

Again, the Xva of v. 6 may be referred to what went before, 
I said it in order that, &c.. Thus He declared i. His own power 
as Christ ; 2. the doctrine of Justification. 

Ver. 3. 
KclI ISoif Tipi9 T&v ypafifLaT€a)P elirov iv iauroT^, Ovto9 

^\aa(f>r)fi€i. 
And, behold, certain of the scribes said within themselves^ 

This man blasphemeth. 
Cf. ch. xxvi. 64, Hereafter shall ye see , . . Then the High Priest 
rent his clothes, saying, He hath spoken blasphemy, 

Ver. 4. 
Xal tSft)i/ 6 ^Irjcovs ras ivOvfJL'qa'ei^ avr&v elirev. 
And Jesus knowing their thoughts said, 
Cf. I Sam. xvi. 7, The Lord looketh on the heart; i Kings viii. 39, 
Thou only kno7oest the hearts of all the children of men; i Cor. 
ii. 10, II, The Spirit searcheth all things, . . . Hence we obtain 
presumptive proof of our Lord*s divinity from these words. 

Ver. 5. 
TlL yap ioTtp evKOTTforepov, eiTrelv, *A<f>ea)VTai aoi al dfiapTlai' 

fj eiirelv, *'Ey€ipat xal vepivdrei ; 
For whether is easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say. 

Arise, and walk f 

Quod dicit, I know you count it an easy thing and deride it, 
what I have just said. But it is in fact a greater miracle of 
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divine mercy than the other, and as a proof that I possess it on 
earth, I now make use of the other. 

Perhaps rl may mean, " how," '* why," " in what respect.*' Cf. 
St. Chrys. iii. 331, 12, 13 (ed. Sav.), where he uses rl for ir^€pov, 

[Horn. XIV. 4, in I Corinth., W roiwv (vKoKcartpov, i<f>i€a6ai iroW&v 
Xp^lMT0»9j 5 iKiCowa (Ivai rrjg eniBvfiias ravnyt ; — Ed. J 

Ver. 6. 

■ 

'O vlo9 Tov av6po>Trov, 
The Son of man. 
6 vlhs TOV avOpamov.^ Cf. Dan. vii. 13, Behold, One like the Son 
of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of 
Days; and Ps. Ixxx. 17, Let Thy hand be upon the man of TJiy 
right hand, upon the Son of man whom Thou nmdest strong for 
Thyself 

Ver. 8. 

IhovT&i h\ ol 0)(\ov i0avfia<rap, xal iBo^airav tov Qeop. 
But 7uhen the multitudes saw it, they marvelled, and glorified God. 

Observe the different feelings with which different bystanders 
viewed our Lord's miracles here and in ver. ^^ {The multitudes 
marvelled, saying it was never so seen in Israel), compared with 
ver. 34, 'Hu Pharisees said. He casteth out devils through the prince 
of the devils; and ch. viii. 34, Wlun tluy besought Him that He 
would depart out of their coasts. 

Ver. 9. 
ElSep avdptoTTov teaOrjfiePOv iirl to tcKcopiov, MarOalov 

\ey6/i€vop. 
He saw a man, named McUthew, sitting at t/ie receipt of custom. 

Probably there was a custom-house on the sea-shore 
Whether Levi was Matthew is disputed, principally on the 

ground of his relationship to Alphaeus not being mentioned in 

the catalogues of Apostles, v. Grotius ad loc, and Michaelis. 

Some suppose him to have been St Jude, and the ap\ir€\»vris, 

under whom St Matthew was. 

Ver. 10. 
Ka\ iyepero axrrov opaKeifiipov ip ttj olxia, ical ISoif iroXKoi 

T€\&pai Kal dfjLapTtoXoL 
And it came to pass, as Jesus sat at meat in the house, behold, 

many publicans atid sinfurs. . . . 
In the house of Levi C£ St Mark IL 15, As Jesus sat at meat 
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in his house; St Luke v. 29, Levi made Htm a great feast in his 
awn house. 

d/MiprttXoi.] Like other words in n\6£ and v^K6£^ expresses the 
habit ; so crtyi^Xor, (^idcaXdr, x.r.X. Such persons would be with 
the Gentile Publicans, i. As having no scruples in associating 
with the unclean ; 2. As being without any character to lose. 

Ver. 12. 
Oxf xpetai; expvaiv ol laxvovre^ larpov, dXX* ol 

They that be whole need not a physician^ but they 

that are sick. 

Hence we see for what end we may converse with sinnos, 
i.e. to make them better; but if there be no chance of that, 
we are to break with them ; c£ ch. xviii. iTj Jf he neglect to hear 
the Churchy let him be unto thee as an heathen and a publican : or 
if there be a greater chance of making other men worse, c£ i Cor. 
V. 9 — 13, . . . With such an one^ noy not to eat. Antisthenes made 
the like excuse when reproached for the like conduct ; and Dio- 
genes, to justify himself for not living in Lacedaemon [Diog, Laert 

AntistheneSy Vl. 6, ovridi^o/xrvor ttotc rVl rf irovrjpolf crvyyvvccr^ai, km 
ol loTpoif <f>ri<rif firr^ r&p voaovvrtav elaiVf aXX* ov irvptrrovo'i ; StobdCUS 
S. xi., says of Diogenes, ovbi yap larphs, tJntP, vytias ^y iroti^rtirM 
iw Toii vyialvovai biarpi^riv nouirai. — Ed.J 

Ver. 13. 
''EXeop deKto, KaX ov Ovalap, 

I will have mercy ^ and not sacrifice. 

Hosea vi. 6, For I desired mercy ^ and not sacrifice ; i Sam. 
XV. 22, To obey is better than sacrifice; Ps. iv. 5, Offer the sacrifice 
of righteousness ; Isa. i. 11 — 14, To what purpose is th€ multitude 
of your sacrifices unto Me, saith the Lord; Ixvi. 3, He that killeth 
an ox is as if he slew a man^ 6rc. Distinction of moral and posi- 
tive duties here clearly marked out. 

ov . . . aKkL"] " Magis quam " [" not that but Mw," meaning 
"////> more than that^'\ Cf. St John vii. 16, My doctrine is not 
MinCy but His that sent Me. 

irop€v6firr€s pdOerty Hebraism [Tto^^ S?. — Ed.] 

Observe, the eating with the heathens was strictly a breach of 
the ceremonial law. 
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Ver. 14. 

Atari f}iJL€ls Koi oi ^aptaaioi vrjoTevofiep woWA, 01 Si 

fiaOr)Tai aov ov vfjoTevovat ; 

Why do we and the Pharisees fast oft, but thy disciples fast not? 

C£ ch. xi. 18, ig^/ohn came neither eating nor drinking, John's 
disciples fasted for prayer, their master being in prison. St Luke 
V. ZZy ^^y ^0 i^ disciples of John fast often, and make prayers 1 
Acts xii. 5, Peter was kept in prison, but prayer was made without 
ceasing of the Church unto God for him. Besides that, his dis- 
cipline was more austere than Christ's ; probably to shew the dif- 
ferent genius of the Old and New Testament 

The disciples of John would fast often, because of their 
master's imprisonment 

Ver. 15. 
Mi) hvvavrai oi viol tov vvfi(f>S>vo^ irevOelv, i(f> oaov fier avr&p 

icTiv 6 vvfjL<l>lo<; ; iXevaovrai Se fyiepai orav atrapO^ air* 

avT&v 6 pvfjL<f>io<;, koI t6t€ mjoTeuaovaiv. 
Can the children of the bride-chamber mourn, as long as the bride- 

groom is with them ? But t/ie days will come, when the bridegroom 

shall be taken from them, and then shall t/ieyfast, 

Cf. St John iii. 29, He that hath the bride is the bridegroom, 6^c.; 
Hos. ii. 16, Thou shall call Me Ishi {husband), and shall call Me 
no more Baali {Lord) ; Rev. xxi. 9, Come hither, I will shew thee 
the Bride, the Lamb's wife, 

oX vtoi To\) wfi<^Qi/off.] A Hebraism [71311^55], St John xvii. 12, 
Tlie son of perdition. So perhaps Judges xiv. 20 [Samson's wife 
was given to his companion, whom he had used as his friend] ; 
scilicet vXoi vocantur in aliquid destinati, alicui addicti aut ad- 
juncti. 

The disciples were not persecuted while Christ was with them. 
In consequence of this saying, the Church kept Easter-Eve as 
a great fast 

Ver. 16. 

OiSeis Se iTri^dWei iiri^r^fia paKOVs cuyvd^ov iirX 

IfiaTiq) iraXai^. 

No manputteth apiece ofneia cloth unto an old garment, for that 

which is put in to fill it up takethfrom the garment. 

Quod dicit, — This service of Christian fasting is yet too precious 
for My half-educated disciples, i Cor. iii. i, 2, / have fed you 
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ivith milky and not with nuaty &*c,; Heb. v. 12 — 14, Every one 
that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness ; for he is 
a babe, 

Ver- 17. 

Ovh\ fiaXKovaiv olvov veov els aaxov^ ttoXcuovs. 
Neither do men put new wine into old bottles. 

Perhaps there is here an allusion to that figure by which Christ 
in many places represented the change of dispensations, i.e. 
calling the New Testament the ne7v wine, Cf. St John ii. (the 
miracle at Cana) ; St Luke xxii. 18, / will not drink of the fruit 
of the vine until the kingdom of God shall come, 

Ver. 18. 
'ISoif, apx^v i\0a}v irpoaetcvvei, ain^, Xeyo)v,''OTi 17 0vydTfjp 

fjLov apTi ereXevrffaev' 

There came a certain ruler ^ and worshipped him^ sayings 
My daughter is even now dead, 

^kpx»^^ Scil. apxifTovaycayoi, His business was to preside in 
the assemblies, to appoint who should read, &c. ; St Mark v. 22, 
and St Luke viii. 41 (Jairus, "a ruler of the synagogue"). 

^1.] "By this time." 

Ver. 20. 
Kal ISoif yvpff alfMppoovaa SayBexa errj, irpoaeKJOovaa SniaOev. 

Andf behold, a woman, which was diseased with an issue of 
blood tiuelve years, came behind him. 

She was afraid, partly because she was in a state of legal 
uncleanness. 

Ver. 21. 
£X€7€ yap iv eavTji, ^Ehv fiovov ayfrcDfUU rov Ifiariov 

avTov, (Tcodjja'Ofiai, 

For she said within herself. If I may but touch his garment, 

I shall be whole, 

Cf. Zech. viii. 23, Ten men shall take hold of the skirt of him 
that is a Jew, saying, , , , God is with you. She made a mistake 
in attributing the miracles of Christ to some natural power in- 
dependent of His will, but was right in expecting all power from 
Him whom God anointed with the Holy Ghost, and with power 
all over, as the High Priest was anointed with oil 



NOTES ON THE GREEK TESTAMENT. 30I 

Ver. 22. 

Thy faith hath made thee whole. 

This was a common saying among the primitive Christians, 
and was objected to them by Celsus, as a sign of unreasoning 
assent ; but Origen answered him. 

Ver. 23. 
'ISo)!/ T0V9 avXrjrit^ xai tov Sx^ov Oopv^ovfievov, 
And saw the minstrels and the people making a noise. 

The custom of lamenting the dead with pipes came from the 
Gentiles. No sign of it in the Old Testament ; but only of a kind 
of mournful chant, 0pijvosf begun by old women, and followed by 
the wailing, jcoTrcVof, of the whole company. But music at a fu- 
neral is mentioned among Sitrnpa by the son of Sirach [Ecclus. 
xxii. 6, A tale out of season is as musick in mourning], 

rhv (^xKov OopvpovfKvov.] It was reckoned a great act of charity 
to be present at a funeral, and a kind of entertainment was also 
made. Lightfoot, in loc. 

Ver. 24. 

Oh 7^p airiOave to Kopdaiov, aiXKa xaOevSei, 

For the maid is not dead, but sleepeth, 

Ita St John xi. 11, Our f He fid Lazarus sleepeth; i Cor. xv. 6, 
Some are fallen asleep ; and 18, T/iey also which are fallen asleep 
in Christ ; i Thess. iv. 13 — 15 {Concerning them which are asleep). 
Christ might mean, i. To leave the matter ambiguous before the 
people ; 2. To give evidence of the immateriality of the soul 
against the Sadducees ; 3. To instruct us that death to the Chris- 
tian is no more than a sleep. 

Ver. 25. 
^OTe Si i^epKrjOf) 6 o-)(ko^y eiaeKOiav iKpaTTfo-e rrj^ X^tpo? 

avrf]^, Kol rjyipOr) to Kopdciov, 
But when the people were put forth, he went in, and took her 

by the hand, and the maid arose. 

cfc/SX^^.] Cf. ver. 38, ^m €KpaKjj tpydras €ls tov 6€purfi6v: 
ch. xii. 20, €KpdXrj CIS vIkos lijv Kpiviv ; and 35, cV toO oyaBov Brjaavpov 
cJc/SdXXci rA dyadd ; St. John X. 4, orav rd iBia irpofiara iK^oKji ; Rev. 

xiv. 15, 16, tpoKtv rh bp€iravov. He touched her as if she were 
really but asleep. 
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Ver. 27. 

^EXer^fTov vf^^» ^^ AafiCB. 
Thou San of Datndy have mercy on us. 
Observe, these blind men thought our Lord to be Christ, and 
He confirmed their faith by answering to the name. How is this 
consistent with His studious concealment of that truth? He 
wished people to find it out for themselves, instead of its being 
openly declared by Him ; and He would not let these make 
Him known. (Cf. Isa. xxxv. 5, The eyes of the blind shall U 
opened; xlii. 7, To open the blind eyes ^ &*c,) This is plain, (i) fit)ra 
ver. 30, (2) fi-om His not healing them till they were in the 
house. 

Ver. 30. 

KaX ive^pi/JLi^aaTO avrol^ 6 'Irjaov^, Xeycoi/^ 'Oparc 

fiTfS€l9 yivtoa-Kera), 
fesus straitly charged them^ saying, See that no man knotv it, 

cW^pifi^o-aro.] Gave signs of indignation, for many had before 
made Him known. 

Ver. 33. 

OvSerroTe i<f>dvi] ovTa>9 iv t^ *Ia-pai]\, 

It was never so seen in Israel, 
The last clause seems to refer to the wonderful events of the 
whole day. Cf. xii. 22, seq. The blind and dumb both spake and 
saw, and all the people were amazed, 

Ver. 35. 
KaX Trepifjyev 6 'Irjaoik tus ir6\€i9 irdaa^ KaX Ta9 tcmfias 

SiBda-KCOV iv Tal$ avvaycoyah avT&v, Kai KrjpxHra'wv to 

€varfyi\LOP Trj<: ^aaiXeia^, KaX depairevtov TrSLerav vocov 

fcaX iraaav fiaXafclav iv r^ Xat^, 
And fesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their 

synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom^ and healing 

every sickness and every disease among the people. 

Difference of Krjpva-acDv and BMo-kcdv, \6yos and Bidaxrf ; the one 
to believers, the other to infidels. Acts v. 42, They ceased not to 
teach and preach fesus Christ; xv. 35, Teaching and preaching the 
Word of the Lord; i Tim. v. 17, They who labour in the Word 
and doctrine; 2 Tim. iv. 2, Preach the Word , . . with all long- 
suffering and dodrine. 

This passage shews that the Jews (and first Christians also) 
had country synagogues, like our country churches. 
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Ver. 36. 

^IBcop 8k T0V9 S^^v^t ioTrXay^via-Orf irepX ain&v, on, fjcrav 
iK\€\vfL€Voi Kol ippifjLfJkivoL oKrel irpo^aTa firj expvra 
iroifiiva. 

But wJun he saw the multitudes^ he was moved with compassion on 
th^m, because they faintedy and were scattered abroady as sheep 
having no shepherd, 

fWXoyxwV^.] The ancients made the bowels the seat of 
pity, the heart of wisdom, the liver of jealousy, the gall of 
malice, &c. 

cV/tuX/icvoi, €ppififi€voi,] The one by the vain and burthensome 
traditions, the other by the profligate neglect of their teachers. 
Or fVXcXvficW, made to faint ; cf. Heb. xii. 5, Nor faint wh^n thou 
art rebuked; Gal. vi. 9, We shall reap if we faint not, Cf. Numb, 
xxvii. 1*1 y As s/ieep which have no shepherd; i Kings xxii. 17, 1 saw 
all Israel , , , as slieep that have not a shepherd, 

Ver. 37. 

'O fikv Oepiaphs woXv?, oi he ipydrai oXlyot. 

The harvest truly is plenteous ^ but the labourers are few. 

Cf ch. iii. 12, Gather his wheat into the garner ; xiii. 24 (Parable 
of Sower) ; St. Mark iv. 26 (Parable of seed growing secretly) ; 
St. John iv. 35, There are yet four months^ and then cofneth harvest. 
The expression implies the preparation of people's minds to re- 
ceive the Messiah. 

Ver. 38. 

Aeri07)Te ovv rov Kvpiov rot) Oepta-fiov, OTrw9 iK/3d\ij ipydras 

€t9 TOP depKT/MOP aVTOV, 

Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest y that he will send forth 

labourers ifUo his harvest. 

This verse is a great reason for the Ember-weeks. 

ToC Kvptou r^v ^cpto-fiot).] Cf. St. John XV. ly I am the true FinCy 
and My Father is the husbandman; St. Matt xxi. 35, The husband- 
man took his servantSy and beat oney &*c, 

€KPdXjj.] Cf. ch. xii. 35, Bringeth forth good things . . . evil 
things; St John x. 4, He putteth forth His own sheep. 
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CHAP. X.— Ver. I. 

Kal irpoaKoXeadfjLevo^ roin hdaheKa ^laOrfTas avTOv, iBrnxep 
avTols i^ovclav irpevfidrtop oKaddprcdv, 

And wJun he had called unto him his twelve disciples^ he gave 
them power against unclean spirits. 

What He had just directed to be prayed for, He here accom- 
plishes Himself. He had chosen the Apostles before (cf. St. Luke 
vi.) ; but till now they had not been with Him long enough to 
be qualified as evidences [sic, qu. witnesses ?]. 

^vihiK€u\ Cf. St Luke xxii. Z^^ Judging the twelve tribes ; Rev. 
xxi. 12, Twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels ; 14, Twelve 
foundations, and in them the names of the tivelve Apostles ; from 
which it would seem that there is an analogy here with the 
number of the tribes of Israel. Cf. also Rev. iv. 4, And round 
about the throne were four-and-twenty seats ; and ch. xix. 28, Ye 
which have followed Me, in the regeneration . . . twelve tribes of 
Israel, 

tfb<aK€v avToU t^ova-iav,] A special instance of Divine power. 

€(ov(riav rrvivfiartov.] SciL against them. Cf. ch. xiL 31 (blas- 
phemy of, i.e. against, the Holy Ghost). 

dKa6dpTtov,] By way of antithesis to ayiov, Lightfoot suspects 
the cause of the number of unclean spirits to be the special curse 
now coming on the special impiety of the Jews. 

Ver. 2. 

T&v Bk 0(l)0€Ka dirotTToXtov ra ovoixard iart ravra' irp&TO^ 
SifJLcop 6 \€y6fJL€vo<i nhpos, Ka\ 'AvSpia<: 6 aB€\<f>6<: airrov. 

Now the names of the twelve apostles are these ; The first, Simon, 
who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son of 
Zebedee, and John his brother, 

dir(J<rToXoi.] Erant proprie non tantum legati, sed vicem ma- 
gistri gerentes. It was a great mercy to give a catalogue of the 
Apostles. 

npwTos,'] Ordine non gradu: first called with Andrew, St. 
John i. 40, 41. 

nirpos,'] May mean either a foundation-rock, or a strong 
comer-stone. He was so, because of the Churches being both 
[Hebrew and Gentile] founded by his ministry ; see Acts ii. and 
X. [the 3,000 on Pentecost, and the household of Cornelius]. 
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Ver. 3. 

*IdKa)fio9 6 Tov ZePeiaiov, xal ^Icjdvprj^ 6 dS€\<l>o^ avTOv, 
^IXimroSf Koi BapOoXofiaios' Otofia^, koI MarOalos o 
T€\a)V7)9' *IdK(o/3o9 6 TOV *A\<l)aLOv, Kol Ae^^aio^ 6 67rt- 
KkrjOels OaSSaio^. 

Philips and Bartholotntw ; Thomas^ and Matthew the publican ; 
James the son of Aiphceus^ and Lebbceus^ whose surname was 
Thaddceus, 

The Apostles are mentioned here, as nearly as we can make 
out, in the order of their calling. Cf. St. John i. 37 — 51 [where 
we hear of the call of Andrew, John (?), Peter, Philip, Nathanael, 
supposed to be Bartholomew]. Alphaeus is perhaps the same 
with Clopas; he was probably the husband of Mary's sister. 
Christ did not disdain His relations, though they were in general 
so ill-disposed to Him. Thaddaeus comes from the same root ; 
and is the same radically with rr^ ]\q praise ; whence " Judah " 
(see Gen. xxix. 35, Now will I praise tJu Lord ; iJierefore she 
called his name Judah) altered to Thadai, '♦KTH, to distinguish the 
faithful Jude from the traitor, according to Wetstein. — Ed.] 

Ver. 4. 
Sip^v 6 Kavaplrrjs, xal 'lovSa^ 'la-tcapuoTfj^ 6 Kal 

irapaSoif^ avrov, 
Simon the Canaanite, and Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed him, 

" Canaanite," probably the Zealot ; such were Phinees, Elias, 
the Maccabees. An account of their corruption is found in 
Josephus, BelL Jud. IV. [c. iii. 9, 11, 12, and VII. c. viii. i]. 

" Iscariot," probably from his town Iscarair-Kerioth (cf Josh. 
XV. 25), quod autem de eodem loco apud Jerem. xliii. 41, Amos 
ii. 2, memoratur ait Schleusner, vereor ut res se habeat; illis 
enim locis mentio fit rov ni'*"!f7 cujusdam Moabitici, hie autem 

• 

Judaicam desideramus urbem. Cf. Cod. Cant in loco et apud Joan. 
xiL 4 [the Cambridge MS. (d) omits " Simon's son," and reads, 

Ver. 5. 
EI9 6S0V iOv&v fir) d7r€\0f)T€, Kol €t9 'rroKiv Sa^peir&v 

fifj etaiXOrjre, 
Go not into the way of the G entiles y and into any city of the 

Samaritans efiter ye not, 
tU 6b6if iByuv,] Cf. Sept. apud Jer. ii. 18 [n aoi ital rj 5df Alyvir- 

X 
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Tov, &c.] ; also as to the exclusion of the Gentiles y5?r the present^ 
cf. St. Matt. XV. 24 [the cure of the woman of Canaan's daughter] ; 
St Luke xxiv. 47, That repentance and remission of sins should be 
preached among all nations ^ beginning at Jerusalem; Acts ii. 39, 
Ihe promise is untoyou^ and to your children^ and to all that are 
afar off; xiii. 46, // was necessary that the Word of God should 
first have been spoken to you; Rom. ix. 10, 72? the Jew firsts and 
also to the Gentile; compare Pensies de Pascal [Pt II. Art ix. 
des preuves historiques de la Religion\, 

ils nSkiv 2a/iap€ir«av.] Because the Samaritans were enough like 
Jews to give rise to a mistake. Cf. 2 Kings xviL 41, iS^ these na- 
tions feared the Lord^ and served their graven images ; ct also 
Ezra iv., Nehemiah ii., iv., vi., and St John iv. Christ wished 
(i) to make the world understand the greatness of the Jews' 
privileges ; (2) to convince them of their sin ; (3) to guard against 
offending them ; cf Rom. xv. 8, Jesus Christ was a minister of the 
circumcision for the truth of God, 

Ver. 6. 
nopeveaOe S^ fiaXKov irpo^ ra irpo^ara ra a^roXcoXora 

oXkov ^laparik. 
But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Isrcul, 

wpSPara tA <nroX»X($ra.] Cf St Luke XV. [Parable of Lost Sheep] ; 
St John X. 15, / lay down My life for the sheep ; Ezek. xxxiv. 
[Woe to the false shepherds] ; Jer. iv., v., vi [God's judgments on 
Judah] ; Isaiah liii. 6, All we like sheep have gone astray, 

Ver. 7. 
Hoptvop^voi h\ Kf)pv<Ta€T€, \iyovT69' "Ori T^yyiKcv ij 

^aaiXela t&p ovpav&v. 
And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand. 
The same proclamation which John and Jesus had made. 

Ver. 8. 

^Aa'0€voiivTa<; OepaireveTe, \€7rpoif9 KaOapl^ere, v€Kpov9 iyeU 

p€T€, Saifiovia iK^d\\€T€, Scopeav iXd/Sere, Smpeav Sore. 

Ifeal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils : 

freely ye have received, freely give, 

ptKpov£ cyttpfTc] Probable reason for omitting these words in 
many MSS. 

iWpfdy.] Whereas ye have not received your power of heal- 
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ing at large expense (as physicians) give also freely. Cfl 
2 Kings V. (cure of Naaman) ; Gen. xiv. 22 (Abram refusing the 
King of Sodom's gifts); Dan. v. 17, Let thy gifts be to thyself . . . 
yet I will read the writing; Acts viii. 20, Thy money perish with 
thee. 

Yet it was allowed them to receive sustenance ; i Cor. ix. 
[the minister ought to live by the Gospel] ; Gal. vi. 6, Let him that 
is taught communicate unto him that teacheth ; Phil. iv. 15, A^ 
church communicated with me , , , but ye only. 

But sometimes they would forego it to spare the people, or for 

example's sake; Acts xx. 34, 35, These hands have ministered unto 

my necessities, &»c, : or to avoid scandal, 2 Cor. xi. 7 — 12, 1 have 

kept myself from being burdensome . . . that I may ait off occasion 

from them which desire occasion, 

Ver. 9. 
Mi) KTrjcrqaOe xpvo'bv, fjLfjBk apyvpov, fjLrjBi X'^^'^^^ 

6t9 Ta9 ^(ova^ vfi&p. 
Provide neither gold, nor silver, nor brass in your purses, 

jcT^oiyo^c] Apud St Mark vi. 8, and St. Luke ix. 3, aTprrc. 

Cf. ch. vi 34, Take no thought for the morrow ; some things 
here are commanded for that journey only, some universally, 
some both, in different verses, e.g. ver. 5, latter part of ver. 8, 
and this ninth verse. Christ did not observe quite the letter of 
this commandment; cf St. John xiii. 29, Buy those things that we 
have rued of; nor the Apostles, 1 Thess. iL 9, Labouring night and 
day, because we would not be cliargeable ; 2 Tim. iv. 1 2. 

xaX«c($v.] Sic " /?J," apud Latinos. 

f«va£.] Sic ^^ zonam perdidit,'^ Horace, [Ep. IL ii. 40]. 

Ver. 10. 
Mil irqpav els oBbv, /AiySe Svo yirSivas, fMrfBe irrroS^fiara, firfBi 

f>dfiSov a^io9 yctp 6 ipyaTt)^ rfj^ rpoi^s avrov eariv. 

Nor scrip for your journey, neither two coats, neither shoes, nor yet 

staves: for the workman is worthy of his meat, 

nfipaif,'] A scrip for provisions. 

pd/3dov.] For defence, probably, cf. St Luke xxii. 36, He that 
hath no sword, let him , , , buy one. Whence in St Mark vi. 8 
they are allowed pafidov, not pd^bovs, sciL for support ; and <rapbaKia, 
but not KTriaavBoi vnoBrifiaTa; there was a difference between 

aayddKia and virodij/uira. 
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Veb. 12. 

£i0i^i^/i€9at 2c Cif Tigr 

^«/ aritfi /^ cowu ud^ om Jkamu, sabtU it. 

Peace be onto yoa ; dL FhiL nr. 7 
The fema €f Gifd wkidk fassetk mil tmdirsiaMdu^. 

Ver. 13. 

Eaw o€ fujj o^, 17 cipiny v/Ufv xpoi v/ia» em-gtrrpa/^nfrm. 
IJ it be met worthy^ lei j^atr feaa return to jcu, 

C£ Acts xiiL 46, Seeittg je Judge jcursekts unworthy, Pothiniu 
Bishop of Lyons, being asked who was the God of the Christians 
answered, "If thou beest worthy, thou shalt know." C£ PS 
XXXV. 13, My prayer returned into mine own bosom ; Isa. Iv. ii 
My word . . . sliall not return unto Me void. 

Veil 14. 

^EtcTivd^are rov Kovioprov r&v 'rroS&p v/taii/. 

Shake off the dust of your feet. 

The Jews accounted the dust of a heathen city impure. B 
shaking it off, the Apostles were to signify that they would hav 
no more communication with them. Acts xiii 51, Artd tht 
shook off the dust of their feet against them, 

Ver. 15. 

'Ave/CTOTCpov Sarai y^ SoBofuop koX Tofi6pp(ov iv rffjiipa 

KpCaewSf fj T§ TToXet iKclprj. 

It shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gonwrrha in 
the day ofjudgnunt^ than for that city, 

CC ch. xi. 23, 24, And thou^ Capernaum . . . than for thee. 
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Ver. 16. 
TlvtaOe oiv <l>p6vifJLoi &9 01 o<f)€i9f koI axipaioi co9 

at irepiarepaL 
Be ye therefore wise as serpents^ and harmless as doves. 

Special care taken by Christ not to flatter His disciples. Im- 
perative form for predictive, cf. Gen. iii. i, Now the serpent was 
more subtil. . . . The dove is said to have no gall [Hammond, 

in loco, — EId.] 

Ver. 17. 

napaSwaovai yap vfia<: els arvviSpiaf Koi iv ral^ avpor/toyaU 

avT&v fAaaTiyd^a-ova-iv vpJa^. 

They will deliver you up to the councils^ and they will scourge 

you in their synagogues. 

Cf. Acts iv. 12, They brought him to the council ; xx. 22, 23, 
Bonds and afflictions abide me ; 2 Cor. xi. 25, TJirice was I beaten 
7vith rods^ ona was I stoned. 

Query whether they punished in their synagogues [Lightfoot 
and Wetstein adduce evidence that they did. — Ed.] i Mace 
vii. 1 2, Then did there assemble unto Alcimus and Bacchides a com- 
pany of scribes to require justice, 

Ver. 18. 
ICal hii fiyeiiovas he koX ^aaikeis a^xOrjireaOe. 
And ye shall be brought before governors and kings. 

Cf. Acts xxiv. — xxvi. [Paul before Felix, and Festus, and 

Agrippa]. 

Ver. 19. 

AoOriaerai yap vfitv iv iKelvt) ry &pa rL XaXiyererc. 

For it shall be given you in that sanu hour what ye shall speak, 

Cf. St. Luke xxi. 12 — 15, / will give you a mouth and wisdom. 
As in the case of Moses, Exod. iv. 11, Go,, and I will be with thy 
mouthy and teach tJue what tliou shall say. And in the case of 
Isaiah, vL 7, 8, Lo, this hath touched thy lips, . . . send me; and in 
the case of St. Peter, Acts ii., iii., x. ; and in the case of St Ste- 
phen, Acts vil. Boldness, with fervent zeal, 6-r., or in Scripture 

language, "utterance." 

Ver. 21. 

napaSda-et Si aS€\<l>09 dB€\(f>op eh Odvarov. 

And the brother shall deliver up the brother to death. 

This was among the signs .of the Messiah. Cf. ch. xxiv. 10, 
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Then shall many be offended^ and shall betray one another; 2 Tim. 
iii. I — 3, Men shall be lovers of their own selves . . . false ac- 
cusers, 

Ver. 22. 

Kai laeade fiitrovfievoi inro irdvrcov Si^ to Svofid fiov* o hk 

inrofielvaf ek riXo^, oiro^ cra)^i7<r€Tai. 
And ye shall be hated of all men for my nam^s sake : but he that 

endureth to the end shall be saved, 

dm rh 6i^fid fuw.] Cf. Acts V. 41, Counted Worthy to suffer shame 
for His Name ; i.e. because of Me by whose Name ye are called. 

virofif/vaff.] SciL " endureth these troubles," or rather " abideth *' 
simply. Partes temporis ovx tmofupfpovtri [Mr. Keble appears to 
mean that the word vfro/Acvciy is not used of such mere continuance 
as we predicate of tifne, but implies hardship, like the Latin 
durare. — Ed.] Virgil, "Durate, et vosmet rebus servate se- 
cundis," MvLy i. 207. Qu. is the " salvation" temporal or eternal ? 
The question is principally dependent on another, namely, what 
is the coming of the Son of man in the next verse. In the mean- 
time, it will be true in both senses. 

6 ^ \mofi€ivaf tU TtKos,] Cf. ch. xxiv. 13 [where the phrase 
is repeated]. 

Ver. 23. 

"Orav hk SuoKcoaiP vfia^ iv ry l^6Xe^ ravrtf, <f>€vyer€ €i9 rrfv 
aWfjv. afifjv yap Xeyo) v/uUf Oif fitf reXiarfre ras iroXeis 
Tov 'laparfK, Iw^ &v IXOrj 6 vl69 rod avOpdnrov . 

But when they persecute you in this city , flee ye into another: for 
verily I say unto yoUy Ye shall not have gone over the cities of 
Israel, till the Son of man be come. 

Observe here the permission given to use lawful means for 
safety, provided you do not forsake your duty; cf. Acts xiv. 5, 6, 
When there was an assault , , , fled unto Lystra, This should 
check them who are proud of persecutions. 

TcX/oT/rc.] Thuc iv. 78, «jc T^ff MfXrrtar d<f>6i>pii7jtr(if, is ^dpa'ak6p 

T9 fTtKtat, So dtovi/fiv is often used; so Florus [i. c. 18], **con- 
summare Italiam" [h.e. obire, peragrare Italiam]. 

The coming of Christ means, i. His coming to judgment; 
2. (as is generally believed) that great type of it, the destruction 
of Jerusalem; 3. His coming to His Apostles by His Spirit; so 
Grotius here; 4. His coming into men's hearts by His power; 
80 Beza. Consider which is most probable. 
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Ver. 24. 
OvK etrri fiaOrfTtf? virkp rov StSaaKoXov, ovSi SovXo^ 

irrrkp tov Kvptov avrov. 
The disciple is not above his mastery nor the servant above his lord, 

A proverb often used by Christ in different senses. Use made 
of it by the Church in Visitation of the Sick [" There should be no 
greater comfort to Christian persons, than to be made like unto 
Christ by suffering patiently," &c.] 

Ver. 25. 
El TOV ohcoSeairoTrfv BeeX^e^oiik eKoKeaav, iroat^ iiaWov 

Tovs OLKiaKovs ovTOv ; 

If they have called the master of the house Beelzebub ^ how much 

more shall they call them of his household ? 

An allusion probably to the blasphemy of the Pharisees con- 
cerning His miracles. Beelzebub mentioned 2 Kings i. 2, Go, 
inquire of Beelzebub, the god of Ekron. Pliny [Hist. Nat, x. 28] 
speaks of Zevs fivlaypos; so Apollo Smintheus, from his driving 
away mice, bs? is Baal or Belus, probably the sun, who, being 
put at the head of the false gods, his name was applied by the 
Jews to the head of the false daemons. 

v6(no fiaXkov rovt oIkiokovs.] This prophecy was fulfilled in Celsus 
calling the Christians yorjras, Lucian confounds them with such 
impostors as Peregrinus. Tacitus calls them, "convictos odio 
humani generis," and the religion, ** exitiabilis superstitio," &c. 

Ver. 26. 
Mi) oiv <f>ofiff6rjT€ airrovs' ovhev yap iari KeKoXvfifievov, h 

OVK cnroKoKv^driaeTaC koL KpinrroVy h ov yvtoaOrjaerai, 

Fear them not therefore: for there is nothing covered, that shall not 

be revealed ; and hid, that shall not be known. 

For the whole Gospel must nevertheless be preached, and God 
will judge one day betwixt you and your persecutors. 

Ver. 27. 
*0 X€70) vpXv iv T§ aKoria, elirare iv nS (fxori' koL h €^9 to 

0Z9 aKov€T€, Kffpv^aTe iirl t&v Btofidrcov. 

What I tell you in darkness, that speak ye in light: and what ye 

hear in the ear, that preach ye upon the housetops, 

6 Xfy« vyXv ip r^ trKoriif,] In the parson's library. 

This verse refers to the mysterious parts of Christianity kept 
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secret at first, e.g. the calling of the Gentiles. Christ is said to 
tell it them in their ears, in imitation of the Jewish irpikfy^jratj who 
had each his \monpo<t>firr)£ [or interpreter] into whose ear they 
whispered. 

dttfui means peculiarly a house-top ; cf Josh. ii. 6, SAe hadbrau^ 
them up to the roof of the house; Judges ix. 51, TTiey gat them to 
the top of the tower ; and xvi. 27, There were upon t?u roof about 
thru thousand men, 

Ver. 28. 

Kal /i^ <f>ofifJ0rjT€ OTTO T&p airoiCT€iv6vT<Dv TO a-Afjui, T^If Si 
^uj^v fir) iwafiAvcDv airoicrtlvac ^oPrjOriTe hk fUtXKop rov 
SvpdfjL€vov Kal ^vxv^ fcal a&fia airoKitrat iv yeimnj. 

And fear not them which kill the body^ but are not able to kill the 
soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both send and 
body in hell, 

diroX«(rai.] PluS quam cmoKTUvai, 

Ver. 29. 
0^1 hvo arpoifOia curtraplov iroDXelrai ; koX ip i^ avr&v ov 

W€(T€iTai iirl rifv yijv aveu rov irarpo^ vfi&v. 
Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing ^ and one of them shall 
not fall on the ground without your Father. 

According to Schleusner the da-a-dpiov was probably the tenth 
of a Denarius, and therefore originally the As ; but in process of 
time one-tenth of sixteen Asses. Arbuthnot, p. 42, says, Cleopatra 
determined it to be one half the As, 

Here the doctrine of God's general providence is asserted ; and 
in the next place that of His particular providence. The Epicu- 
reans denied this altogether; the Peripatetics (Aristot. Eth., jl 

494) spoke doubtingly of it [ft yap nr inifiiKtui rmv dvBpanriv^v vk6 

6t&¥ ylvtraif cacnrep doicft, K.r.X. lib. X. c. 9. — Ed.] The Jews con- 
fined it to men. Plato, and Pindar, and iEschylus spoke of it 
gloriously. 

Ver. 30. 
*TfiS)v hk KoiX al Tpl'XJ^s rris K€(f>a\rj^ iraaai, "^piOfirjfievcu elaL 
But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 

According to the phrase, " Not a hair of his head shall perish," 
I Sam. xiv. 45 ; Acts xxvii. 34, TTure shall not an hair fall from 
the head of any of you. In Latin, to despise is, ^^ nullo nurnero 
habere,'** 
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Ver. 31. 
IIoW&v OTpovOiayp Sia<f>€p€T€ vfiels. 
Ye are of more value than many sparrows. 
Cf. ch. vi. 26, Behold the fowls of the air^ &*c, 

Ver. 32. 

I7a9 ovv Sarins ofJLoXoyi^aei iv ifiol IfiirpoaOep r&v avOpdnrtDVy 

6fio\oji](r<o Kcvyo) iv airr^ e/MirpoaOev rov irarpo^ fiov rov 

iv oifpavol^. 

Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men^ him will I confess 

also before my Father which is in heaven, 

SfioKoyfjtrm cV avr^,] So IJ^. irtpl <rov in Ps. Ixxxvii. 4, GlorioUS 

things are spoken of thee, 

cV, redundant apud Nold. voc. S. [The particle % is redundant 
sometimes in Hebrew, and used to be called Beth essentice, — Ed.] 

Perhaps 6iioKoyfi<Tti may carry a notion of boasting. 

Ver. 33. 

"OoT** S' Ai/ dpvija-fjTal fie. 

But whosoever shall deny me, 

Scil. renounce Me. 

Ver. 34. 

Ovic fjKdov fiaXelv elpi^VTjv, dXX^ fid')(aipav, 
I catne not to send peace^ but a sword. 

Not in intention, but in effect, from the perverseness of men. 

This was fulfilled, (i) in the grievous massacres and murders of 

the Jews ; (2) in the quarrels among Christians and heathens, and 

among one another. 

Ver. 3S. 

Ai,')^aaax avOpwirov Kara rov irarpos axrrov, ica\ Ovyaripa 

Kara rrjs firjrpo^;. 

To set a man at variance against his fat her ^ and the daugliter 

against her mother. 

Quoted from Micah vii. 6, 77ie son dishonoureth the father^ the 
daughter riseth up against her mother, &*c, 

Ver. 37. 
'O (f>iXxov iraripa ^ /jLtfripa iirkp ifik, ovte eari fJiov a{^09. 
I/e that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, 
St Luke xiv. 26, If any man come to Me, and hate not his father 
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and mother^ &*c, ; so Abraham, Gen. xiL i, Get thee out of thy 
country^ and from thy kindred, 

Ver. 38. 

KjoX 69 ov XafiPdvei rov aravpov avrov Kal dieoXov0€& 

oiricfD fiou, ovK €(XTt fiov a^io^. 

And he that taketh not his cross, andfolloweth after me, is not 

worthy of me, 

Xafi/Scbvi.] a?/)€iy or fiaardCtip in the Other Evangelists. The 
cross was used among the Romans and Persians ; cf. Ezra vL 1 1, 
Zet timber be pulled down from his house ; and, being set up, let him 
be hanged thereon, Christ here makes a reference to the kind of 
death which He was to undergo Himself; for all condemned 
malefactors bore their cross. 

Ver. 39. 

'O €vpa>p riiv '^t^v avrov, airdXAaei avrifv' koI 6 airoXiaas 

rrjv '^^vyjqv avTOv lv€K€V ifiov, €Vfyi]a€i airrrfv. 

He thatfindeth his life shall lose it : and he that loseth his life 

for my sake shall find it. 

So we know that many Christians were delivered from the 

slaughter at Jerusalem, but many apostates probably perished 

in it 

Ver. 40. 

He that receiveth you receiveth me, 

" Apostolus cujusque est quisque," Hebraiaim dictum [a man's 

apostle, or proxy, is as himself (Hammond)]. Cf. St John xx. 21, 

As My Father hath sent Me, even so send I you ; 2 Cor. v. 20, fVe 

pray you in Christ's stead; Gen. xii. 3, / will bless them that 

bless thee. 

Ver. 41. 

*0 Sexofi^vo^ irpo^rjTriv els Svo/ia irpo^rov, fiicOov irpo* 

(fyijrov Xi^'^erai* xai 6 Se)(6fi€vo^ iiKatov eU Svofia 8uc€uov, 

fiiaOov hiKoiov kiplrerai. 

He that receiveth a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive 
a prophefs reward; and he that receiveth a righteous man in 
the name of a righteous man shall receive a righteous man^s 
reward. 

Observe gradations of reward, as of pimishment, in ver. 15. 
Here they are three, (i) froider; (2) doeacoc; (3) frpo^m. ITie 
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reward for receiving each is either, (i) the same with their own ; 
or (2) that given on their account ; as fi\a<r(l>» r. n. ^ 

Ver. 42. 
Kal bs iav iroTitrp ?va t&v fiiKp&v rointov irorrip^ov '^^v)(pov 

fiovov eh Spofia fj^dip'ov. 

And whosoever shall give to drink unto one of these little ones 

a aip of cold water only in the name of a disciple. 

Observe fUKpStv synonymous with fAaOrfr&v. Cf. ch. xviii. 3, Ex- 
cept ye be converted^ and become as little children, 

CHAP. XL— Ver. I. 
Merefiff iteeWev rov SiBdcKeiv xal Krjpva-ceiv ip rais 

iroXeaiv avr&v. 
He departed thence to teach and to preach in their cities, 

rair yriSXeo-ti/ avrcov.] Cf. ch. xii. 9, Their synagogue ; St Luke 
iv. 15, In their synagogues ; it means those of the Jews. Observe 
again the difiference of dtduo-KCiv and Krjpvaanv [see note on iv. 23]. 

Ver. 2. 

'O 8k ^Icocannj^ oKOvaa^ iv r^ ieafitoTripCtp tA ep7a rov 
XpUTTOv, TrifJLyjra^ Svo r&v fiaOrjT&v avrov. 

Now when John had heard in the prison the works of Christy 

he sent two of his disciples, 

iv ry dfc/iom/pt^.] Scil. apud Machaerum. Why he was im- 
prisoned there, see ch. xiv. 3 ["for Herodias' sake"]. He asks 
not for information, but to fulfil his office of herald ; and to in- 
crease the faith of his disciples, who were rather jealous of our 
Lord. See ch. ix. 14 [the question about fasting] ; St. John 
iii. 26 [the complaint that Christ baptized so many]. 

The name is taken probably from Ps. cxviii. 26, Blessed is he 
that cometh, Cf. the accounts of Christ's entry into Jerusalem. 

Ver. 5. 

Tv^Xol dva/3\47rov(n , , . xal irrtoxol eva^yyeKi^ovrai, 

The blind receive their sights , , . and the poor have the gospel 

preached to them, 

^ [I have given the last four words exactly as they stand abbreviated in 
Mr. Keble's MS., being unable to conjecture their meaning, unless it be, 
**even as the punishment for blaspheming one who speaks in the name 
of the Holy Ghost, will be the same as that for blaspheming the Holy 
Ghost. **~Ed.1 




^ 
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Cf. Isa. XXXV. 5, Then the eyes of the blind sAa/I be opened^ drc; 
Ixi. I, The Lord hath anointed me to preachy &*c 

mwxoC\ Are perhaps taken in a spiritual sense. Observe 
here, by Christ's not answering their question immediately, how 
He deals with us in the matter of evidences. The raising the 
dead was more than was predicted. Christ's teaching the poor 
was most contrary to that of the scribes ; for they said that the 
Holy Ghost only rested on a rich man. Cf. St. John viL 48, 49, 
Have any of the rulers . . . believed on Him f 

f uoyycXifoirai.] Expresses a real effect, as passive words often 
do; q. d. "They receive the truth given them.'* 

Ver. 6. 
KdX fuiKapto^ ioTiv, 69 ihv fi)f tTKavhcCSxaOy ip i/utoL 

And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be ojffended in me. 

See Ps. ii. 12, Kiss the Son^ &*c 

(TKaMkovJ] Is, (i) a gull-trap, (2) a snare, (3) a stone or block 
in the way. For the use of the word here, see ch. xiii. 21, By- 
and'by he is offended; xxvi. 31, 33, All ye shall be offended. 

Ver. 7. 
KaKafiov vrro avifiov aoKevofievop ; 
A reed shaken with the wind f 
Here some find John's steadiness contrasted with the vacilla- 
S| tion which the scribes were chargeable with. 

Ver. 8. 

"AvOpwirop iv fiaXafcoh ifAorloif fin^i>€a/jL€Pov ; 

A man clothed in soft raiment f 

" Soft," some say, silken. 

Ver. 9. 

Nal, XiyoD vfiiv, Kal irepKraorepov irpo^rjrov, 

Vea, I say unto you^ and more than a prophet, 

John was more than a prophet, if we take Maimonides' account 
of inspiration, for God Himself spake with him. 

irfpio-crcJrfpov.] C£ ch. V. 47, ri ntpiaabv voi€ir€. 

Ver. 10. 
^Ihoify iyo) aTTOOTeXXft) top ayyeXov /jlov irpo irpoa-ar/rov aov, 

h9 Kara^Kevaaei rqv oBov <rov lfJL7rpoa-0iv (tov. 
Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, which shall prepare 

thy 7vay before thee, 

Cf. Mai. iii. i. Behold, I will send My messenger, and He shaH 
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prepare the way before Me ; and the Lord whom ye seek shall sud- 
denly come to His temple ^ even the Messenger of the Covenant ; 
where it is, I will send , . . before My face (Heb.) This, and the 
word "Lord" in great letters, though not Jehovah [but T'"'^], 
are strong in support of our Saviour's Divinity ; Christ was " the 
Angel of the Covenant," probably, in Exod. xxiii. 20, {Behold^ 
I send an angel before thee). 

The prophecy is quoted according to sense, not sound, (i) For 
the prophet speaks to the people; here to Christ; (2) tfinpotrOfv 
<rov is added. 

Cf. ch. iii. 3, The voice of one crying^ 6f*c. The herald's office 
is double, — to proclaim; and to make way; John fulfilled 
both. 

Ver. II. 

OvK iyi]y€pTai iv yevvrjToh yvvaiK&v /Jbel^top *Ici)dvvov tov 
BaimaTOv' 6 Bk fiiKpOT^pos iv ry ^aciXela r&v ovpav&v 
fiel^iov ainov i<mv. 

Among them that are born of women there hath not risen a greater 
than John the Baptist : notwithstanding he that is least in the 
kingdom of heaven is greater than he, 

John is compared here with the other prophets before Christ ; 
and in the discharge of his prophetic office. 

fujc^rcpor.] q. d. Adxioroi. Cf. St Luke X. 24, Many prophets 
and kings have desired^ &*c, ; Heb. xi. 40, TTuit they without us 
should not be made perfect ; St. Luke ix. 48, He that is least among 
you all^ the same shall be great. 

He was peculiarly great from his miraculous birth; from his 
clear knowledge of the Person of Christ ; and from his peculiar 
relation to Him. 

He was not so great as the least prophet under the Gospel, 
because (i) the Christian knew the mystery of godliness, of the 
truths of God Incarnate, &c. ; (2) he could usually work mi- 
racles; (3) the Holy Ghost had special care to instruct the 
Christian prophet 

6 iiiKp6r€pot,'\ Scil. 7rpo(f>rfTTjs. C£ St Luke vii. 28, Among those 
bom of womeny there is not a greater prophet than John the 
Baptist. 



A 



3l8 NOTES ON THE GREEK TESTAMENT. 

Ver. 12. 

^Airo T&v ^fup&v ^loodwov rov Baimarov ims apm^ 19 
fiaaiKela r&v ovpav&v fiid^erat, xal fiuurraX a^mafyvaa 
avrijv. 

From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaooi 
suffereth violence^ and the violent take it by farce, 

C£ Exod. xix. 24, Let not the priests and the people break throng 
to come up unto the Lord 

fiwrikfia T»r ovpap&v.] Did not properly begin till Christ's in- 
stalment in His regal office, by His resurrection and ascension. 

an6 T&¥ rifi€fMv.] That is, from the beginning of His preaching, 
a reference to the admission of persons who would be thought 
least likely to obtain the kingdom, the publicans and Gentiles; 
see St Matt. xxi. 31, xv. 28 ; in which case it must be a metaphor 
from a feast ; or it is (as dprrdCowrw seems to denote) a metaphor 
from a taken city. Learn hence that we ought to set about the 
work of religion with all our might, Josh. i. 6, ^e strange and of 
a good courage, 

Ver. 13. 

HavT^ ^hp oi 7rpo^fjTa4 teal 6 v6fi09 &>^ ^It&dvpov 

irpoc^TfTevaav. 

For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John. 

Here the question is whether the stress should be laid on the 
verb irpo€<l>fiT€v<ra¥f or on the nominative cases, wpofp^rai and p6fsiog. 
If the former, the whole is a declaration of the greater clearness of 
the preaching of the Gospel, than of that of the Law. But qu. 
whether irpo(f>fiT€ia in the New Testament does often mean obscure 
predictions? Therefore I should prefer the latter way, which 
would place the excellency of the Baptist's ministry in this, that 
the Law ended in him ; and its defect in this, that the Gospel did 
not quite begin ; so rendering a reason for both the assertions in 
ver. II. Observe that where St. Luke introduces a discourse 
similar to this, he inverts the order of vers. 12, 13; St. Luke 
xvi. 16, The law and the prophets were until John ; since that time 
the kingdom of God is preached^ and every man presseth into it. 

Ver. 14. 
JBft 5€\€T€ Si^aaOai, avTOs iariv 'HXlas, 6 fieWtov ^fiyeadai. 
If ye will receive it^ this is Elias^ which was for to come. 
Our Lord's manner of declaring this proves that He knew it 
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would be a hard doctrine for them to relish ; for many had rejected 
John for his evidence of Christ, and all expected a literal, not 
a figurative, Elias. See a parallel expression in i Cor. xi. 16, 7/" 
any man seem to be contentious^ we have no such custom. 

Cf. Mai. iv. 5, Behold y I will send you Elijah the prophet^ before 
the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord, 

The principal point of resemblance between John and Elijah 
seems to be the object of their mission, described in St. Luke i. 17, 
To turn the hearts of the fathers to the children. Both came in 
a time of general defection, the one to temporal, the other to 
spiritual, idolatry. Both were unsuccessful, except as to a rem- 
nant. There are also many points of resemblance in personal 
character and circumstances. Let it be considered particularly, 
whether the history of i Kings xviiL [the fire fi-om heaven on 
Carmel] may not have a typical meaning. The Fathers expected 
a literal Efias, but it seems impossible to resist the arguments 
oflfered in Whitby (ad locum) to refute their notion. [Whitby's 
argument is based on St. Matt. xvii. 12, 13 ; and from Acts ii. 16 
he shews that Mai. iv. 5 need not point to the Second Advent : — 
" The day of our Lord's y?rj/ coming, considered as reaching to 
the destruction of Jerusalem, was indeed a very * dreadful day.' " 
—Ed.] 

Ver. 15. 

'O e)(<iiv &Ta cLKoveLV, aKoverto* 

He that hath ears to hear, let hi?n hear. 

One reason, perhaps, why this was so important a thing for 
them to know, was that, being so plainly told that the prophecy 
concerning Elijah was to be taken spiritually, not literally, they 
might be the readier to believe the same of those concerning 
Jesus. 

For the phrase, ^ra oxovctv, understand ^orr; cf ch. xiiL 9, 
Who hath ears to hear^ let him hear; St Luke viii. 8, Rev. ii. 7, 
et alicubi. 

Ver. 17. 

HvKrjaafiev vfuv zeal oiftc iipyfiaaaOe' iOpffVi^trafiev vfuv, 

Kal oif/e iKoyfra^rOe, 

We have piped unto you^ and ye have not danced ; we have mourned 

unto you^ and ye have not lamented, 

A wonderful instance of Christ's condescension, to draw an 
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illustration from children making believe, first to be at a fea^ 
secondly to be at a funeral ; sic Herbert, 405 K 

This seems to be authority for Boyle's " Reflections," and such 
books. 

riVi dc 6fju}iaHr9»,] An exordium common among the Jews 
Sfioia fori iroidaptocr.] Not that the Jews were like those boys, but 
that the one transaction was like the other ; c£ xiiL 24, 45, 7X^ 
kingdom of heaven is like , . . For the thought, cf. Prov. xxix. 9, 
If a wise man contendeth with a foolish many whether he rage ffr 
laugh^ there is no rest. The proverb was used by the Talmudists, 
of God's diflferent dealings with Ahaz, and with Amaziah. Bux- 
torf says, Christ represents the children as referring to the double 
use of pipes at feasts and at funerals ; see ix. 23, Sazv the minstrds 
and the people making a noise. 

Vers. 18, 19. 

*H\0€ yap ^lomwfjs firgre iadlaop, fnqre irlvtov. . , . 
fjKOev 6 vio9 rov avOpdmou iaOUov koX irlvtov . . . xaX iStxauiOfi 

17 ao^ia airo r&v ritevcov airrtj^. 
John came neither eating nor drinking . . . 
The Son of man came eating and drinking . . . ^ut Tvisdam is 

justified of her children. 

In the difference between John and Jesus we may see the 
mercy of God, who would try all ways with the Jews • also an 
aptness to the message which each brought ; also a warning 
to ourselves, not to judge others or plume ourselves on such 
distinctions. 

Of the various interpretations of the last clause, those of Ham- 
mond and Maldonate seem to shew fairest, viz. Wisdom (ie. the 
Gospel) has this overpowering argument to justify herself that 
she is received by just the sort of people by whom the truth 
is likely to be received ; cf. St Luke viL 29, All the people 
justified Gody being baptized with the baptism of John ; ver. 25 
{hidden these things from the wise and prudent^ and revealed them 

* Possibly the allusion is to the lines on Affliction, in ** the Church" : 

'* There is but joy and grief ; 
If either will convert us we are thine : 

Some Angels used the first ; if our relief 
Take up the second, then thy double line 

And several baits in either kinde 

Furnish thy table to thy minde.'' — £d. 
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to babes); to which Maldonate adds, " and rejected by them by 
whom the truth was likely to be rejected ;" taking r^r <ro<l>ias in 
a wider sense, "all to whom grace is oflfered." I think St Luke 
vii. 29 confutes Whitby's notion that the clause is ironical, a con- 
tinuation of the scoff of the Pharisees. 

Ver. 20. 
Tore Tjp^aro oveiBl^ew rat iroXei^, 

Then began he to upbraid the cities, 

6vtihi(€iv,'\ Is quoted as used by Plato and Xenophon in the 
like sense. 

Ver. 21. 
Ovai <roi, Xopa^w ovai aoi BtfOaalBdv, 

Woe unto thee^ Chorazin I woe unto thee, Bethsaida I 

Of Bethsaida were Philip, Andrew and Pe'ter ; and we hear par- 
ticularly of the healing of a blind man there (St. Mark viii. 22 — 
26), and of the feeding of the five thousand (St. Luke ix. 10 — 17). 
Tyre and Sidon were warned in the Old Testament by Ezekiel 
(xxvi. 2, and seq.), by Isaiah xxiii. i (the burden of Tyre), Jeremiah 
XXV. 22, xlvii. 4, and Zech. ix. i — 4. Their ruling sins seem to 
have been pride of worldly wisdom, and of wealth ; as those of 
the Jews were of spiritual wisdom and wealth. But perhaps 
Christ mentioned them rather as being near, than as being like. 
This text most clearly implies the doctrine of different degrees of 
grace being to be measured by different opportunities of its ex- 
ternal means ; and to be followed, if rejected, by different de- • 
grees of punishment 

I do not see how Hammond's interpretation of a temporal 
judgment is consistent with the future tense in verses 22 and 24 
(It shall be more tolerable). For the day of Sodom's and Tyre's 
temporal judgment had been long come ; and ^/ic/Ki Kplattas is 
never used in that sense that I know of; ^fjitpa imaKOKtit is. Tyre 
and Sidon were separated from the knowledge of Christ's mighty 
works by place, Sodom by time. They represent, therefore, both 
classes of those who are, without any fault of their own, insuf- 
ficiently furnished with evidence of Him. The sentence passed 
in verse 22 is inconsistent with Grotius' notion of giving hv the 
sense of "perhaps;" Christ here exercises His attribute of know- 
ing the hearts ; cf. Ezra iii. 6, Surely had I sent thee to them^ they 
would have hearkened unto thee, 

Y 
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Ver. 23. 
Kal trif, Kairepvaovfiy 17 6a>? rov ovpavov ir^toOeUra, ?a>9 aZov 
Karafiifiaadijarj' ort el iv Soh6fioi9 eyivoirro ai SwdfUK 
al y€i/6/jL€vai iv ao), cfieivav &v fi€xpf' 7^9 atj/jLepop, 

And thou, Capernaum^ which art exalted unto heaven^ skalt he 
brought dotvn to hell : for if the mighty works ^ ivhich have been 
done in thee, had been done in Sodom, it would have remained 
until this day, 

Capernaum seems to have flourished in merchandise ; but as 
this could be nothing comparable to the wealth of Tyre, I should 
rather take the passive participle, v^o)tf<i<ra, in a middle sense, 
" which exaltest thyself." Hammond well observes that qhfft is 
best construed not locally, but " the state of the dead ;*' Gea 
XXX vii. 35, 1 will go down into the grave, unto my son ; Ps. xvi 10, 
Acts ii. 27, Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell ; Rev. vi. 8, A pak 
horse ; , . . and hell follotved with him. And in the Apocrypha 
many times: cf. i Sam. ii. 6, He bringeth down to t?u grave, and 
bringeth up; Isa. xiv. 13, Thou shall be brought dauun to hell, to 
the sides of the pit ; Ivii. 9, Thou didst debase thyself, even unto hell. 

So iEsch. Sept. C. Theb. 327, oiKTp6v yap ir£ki» W &yvyia9 'Alia 
TTpoid^ai. 

Ver. 25. 
Ev iKelv(p Tfp Kaipw airoKpiOels 6 ^Irfcov^ ehrev^ 'E^ofioKo- 
yovfial aoi, irdrep, Kvpce rov ovpavov leal rr}^ yfj^, on aw- 
ixpvyp'as ravra airo <ro<f>S)V koX aiwer&v, koX aireicaXv^uf 
airriL vfprlot^. 

At that time Jesus answered and said, I thank thee, O Pother^ Lard 
of heaven and earth, because thou hast hid these things from the 
wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes, 

aTTo/cpi^fiff], in the sense of answering, is bad Greek, according 
to Phrynichus, apud Schleusner : aitoKpiva\k€vo% would be right, so 
the Hebrew ror, to which dnoKpivio-Bai, answers. It means here, 
Continued his discourse; ch. xxii. i, Jesus answered and spake unto 
them again by parables ; xxvi. 2^, Judas answered and said ; ver. 
63, The High Priest ansiuered and said. 

The thought of the sin and misery of them who rejected Him, 
naturally brought to His mind the qualification and the blessed- 
ness of those who received Him, which He describes to the end 
of the chapter. 

i^p,oKforfo\)iuiC\ means (i) to confess sins, (2) to give thanks, 
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(3) to glorify, more generally ; and this seems to be the mean- 
ing here. 

The next clause is a Hebraism, quod dicity dwoKpCyftat ravra 
diriKakvyfras ; cf. Rom. vi. 1 7, JBuf God be thankedy that ye were the 
servants of sin ^ but ye have obeyed from the heart that forfn of doc- 
trine which was delivered you. 

Let us all give glory to God, in imitation of our dear Lord, for 
framing His Gospel so that it should be hid from the self-suffi- 
cient and revealed unto babes. Keep me, O God, from being 
wise in mine own eyes, and proud in mine own sight ; lest, while 
I am shewing the Light of Thy glorious Gospel to others, I be- 
come blind to it myself! 

Read Cameron's note here (in Pole's Synopsis)^ and judge of 
the danger of following up a favourite hypothesis too far. To 
avoid the conclusion evidently following from this verse against 
irrespective Predestination, he says, ** Non mirum [erat Deum 
mansuetis se potius quam superbis revelare, cujus ratio patet, 
nee opus tunc fuisset ad tlboKlav Dei recurrere] ;" by which he con- 
tradicts a fundamental tenet of Christianity, and of his own scheme 
of it ; for he allows that human reason of itself could discern suf- 
ficiently the great doctrine of ** mysteries being revealed to the 

meek." 

Ver. 26. 

NaX, war^p, oti oSto)? iyevero evioicla efiTTpoadiv aov. 
Even sOf Father : for so it seemeth good in thy sight. 

Nai more than any word seems to be the Greek of ]0^» ^.nd is 
here the seal of God the Son, set to the gracious dispensation of 
God the Father. tvboKla (fnrpoaStv aov, Hebraism used in the 
Liturgies, juxta Grotium ; T.??^ IT-^ '^'T:- ^^- ^ ^^^- ^- ^^> 
evb6K7}atv 6 Otos, It pleased God by tJu foolishtuss of preaching to 
save them that believe. 

Ver. 27. 
Hdvra fioL wapeSoOr) irrrb rov irarpos fiov xal ovSels hn- 

yii/(oaK€i TOP vloVj el firj 6 irarrip' ovie rov iraTepa ta9 

iiriyivtoaKet, el fit) 6 vl6<:, koi ^ iav fiovXtfrat 6 vlo^ 

airoKaXvyjrai, 

All things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no man knoweth 
the Son, but tlu Father ; neither kfwweth any ?nan t/u Father, 
save the Son, and he to whomsoa'er tlu Son will reveal him. 

A question is stirred up here whether ndvra mean persons or 
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things. ^Vhat if we extend it to both, and say, that both the 
souls to be saved, and the ways of saving them, are expressly 
dedared to be entrusted to Christ as the One Mediator? That 
the nodter (wawra) may mean persons^ cf. St Matt. 3cviiL ii, Forthi 
Son of man is come to save that which toas losfj where ro awokmki\ 
corresponds to A ruw /wcpAw rovrwr of ver. 14 ; Heb. xii. 13, Lesi 
that which is lame be turned out of the way (una luf t6 x^^om ccrpovy); 
I St John v. 4, Whatsoever is bom of God (nw n& y9y€rwfiii»i»fm n 
rov Orov). 

Grotius rather takes wap€h6Bii in the sense of tradition ; and 
perhaps that rendering may suit the context In the second 
clause Christ's Divinity is certainly implied; and in the third 
salvation exclusively through HinL 

Adjuva, Domine, adjuva Sancte Spiritus, ut melius intelliganc 
caeci hie et profani mente, quid sibi velit versus hie mirabilis 
per Jesum tuum carissimunL Amen. 

\\ Ver. 28. 

Aevre irpos fie irdvre^ oi Koiri^vres loai 7r€if>opTia/jUvoif 

Korfia avairavcm vfia^. 

Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden^ and 

I will give you rest, 

dfOrc] An adverb. 

ftoiru»vrcf ttiai irc^priaficvoc] An allusion here probably to the 
hard bondage in Egypt, which is often referred to as an emblena 
of our nattiral state. 

Ver. 29. 
"Apare rov ^vyop fiov e^' vfias, Kot fidOere air i/JLov, on 
irp^>6^ elfit teal raireivos ry xapSia' xal evptjaere avor 
iravaiv rals ^v^^a?^ v/jl&p. 

Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me ; for I am meek and hnvly 
in heart : and ye shall find rest unto your souls, 

Cf. Zech. ix. 9, Rejoice greatly y O daughter of Zton ; shouty 
O daughter of Jerusalem : behold, thy king cometh unto thee: he is 
Just, and having salvcUion ; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and 
upon a colt the foal of an ass, 

A yoke was a very common emblem of obedience among the 
Jews. Gen. xxvii. 40, Thou shall break his yoke from off thy neck ; 
Ps. ii. 3, Let us break their bands asunder ; Jer. ii. 20, 1 have 
broken thy yoke, and burst thy bands ; Acts xv. 10, Why tempt ye 
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God^ to put a yoke upon the neck of the disciples, " Amat Christus 
loqui prophetarum verbis: extant haec, apud Jer. vi. 16'' \Ask 
for the old paths . . . and walk therein^ and ye shall find rest for 
your souls]y Grotius. 

Whether Christ propounds His own lowliness as an example or 
as an encouragement, comes much to the same thing; but it 
seems rather more to the purpose to take it as an example ; and 
then it will point out the natural tendency of meekness and low- 
liness to give rest, and will connect it with ver. 25. 

Ver. 30. 

'O yap 5i/y69 fiou j^iyoro^, Kal to ^priov fiov ika^pov iarip. 

For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. 

Observe the Jotccov of the epithets : lighty to burthen ; and 
benign^ gracious^ to yoke. Read a sermon of Hammond's on the 
text. To reconcile it with the precepts of self-denial, and also 
with the doctrine of original sin, consider (i) the promises of the 
Spirit, (2) the love of God can make anything pleasant, (3) the 
hope of eternal life, (4) the natural tendency of virtue to reward 
itself Chrysostom said, " Difficilius vitium virtute ''." Let it be 
so to me, O God, for Jesus Christ's* sake ! Amen. 

No excuse for infidelity, if God had never given us but this one 
chapter. For here we have, (i) The Evidences, both Prophecy 
and Miracles, vers. 2 — 15 ; (2) The different ways of God's deal- 
ing with man, and pretences on which they reject Him, vers. 
16 — 19; (3) The punishment of wilful unbelief, vers. 20 — 24; 
(4) The reward and qualifications of the Christian, vers. 25 — 30. 

^ r^/'f ' ""^^ ^CfcoKop 71 ^pcT^, B6aKo?iop 8i ^ kokU; Expos, in Ps. vii. — Ed.] 
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OCCASIONAL PAPERS AND REVIEWS on Sir Walter 
Scott, Poetry, and Sacred Poetry, Bishop Warburton, Rev. 
John Miller, Exeter Synod, Judicial Committee of Privy Coun- 
cil, Parochial Work, the Lord's Supper, Solomon, the Jewish 
Nation. By the late Rev. John Keble, Author of "The 
Christian Year." Demy 8vo., pp. xx., 506, with Two Facsimiles 
from Common-place Book, cloth extra, 12s. 

** More than one- third of the ▼olumeis taken np with oriirinal. and hitherto anpah1iih#d, 
papen of Mr. Kehle, the remainder with reviews printed in the * British Critie' and 'Chris- 
tian Rememhrancer/ and one of them on * Mcred poetry ' in the * Quarterly BeTiew,* whilst 
edited by Mr. Keb'e's frieni and biographer, the late Sir John Coleridge; to these are added 
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eyes of all wbo cherish the memnry of John Keble, and mUl give to thooe who may not 
hiave known the author of ' The Cbri<*t1an Tear,' the best means of estimating a character 
of fingnlar simplicity and utter un-aelfeonsciousnees. ... No man surely ever lived who 
thought le'-s of himself than the author of this volume. . . . This side of Mr. Keble's charae> 
ter, his humilitr, brought out in a letter contributed to thi« volame, is iketchrd with the 
rare felicity which marks almost all the writings of John Henry Newman, and bv recoUec- 
tkms of bis own intercourse with Mr. Keble To this letter is added a postscript by Dr. 
Pusey, so that in tbia pc^thumoua volume we are agidn reminded of what the English 
Church and the world owes to the three Fellows of Oriel, who, more thin thirty years ago, 
aroused the half-torpid, if ml stagnant, reiigiouK life, not of Enirland only, but of Cbrin endon*. 
By this publication, and by their own contr butions to this volux e. Dr. Puw^ and Dr. New- 
man have not only added another column to the monument erected to Mr. Keble's memory, 
but have added to the depth of ou* obligation to themselves. Gtnerations will pass away 
before the names, again blended in this volume, of Keblr, Ptisey, and Newman wili be for- 
gotten by the Christian Church."— JoAm Bull, 

"The volume before as appears at a tingulatly opportune time. ... A reprint of Mr. 
Keble's Tracts will be read with even more eagemes'* and interest notp than on the oottsion 
of their first appearanoe. It must not he supposed this volume of remains ocmtains nothing 
else than Mr. Keble's papera on the eri»iR of 1850. There is much else both of high interest 
and enduring value."— Church Quarterly Retiew. 

"All the papers have thin surpassing value, that, over and aho^e their literary merits, 
they reveal a noble, devout, tender spirit, o fa modest and chai^te reserve almost astonishing. 
The paper cm Warburton espeoiallv is an instance of how a saintly mind can apologise for 
and make the best of another mind waioh, though its n>asculine power and vigour are 
oniveraally admitted, has been nsu»lly regarded as rough, coarse, and even wcrlnly. We 
assure our readers that the^ have a great treat before them in the loving and reverpiit pe« 
maal of this collection of Keble's writings, many of them in a vein wiUi which they had 
not perliaps connected their memory of Kehle.**— Church Review, 

** Three of the papers contained in the voltmie are said to be ft-om unpublished manu- 
■eripts. Tbe first Is a discussion of the proper meaning of the term, * The Lord's Supper.' 
Keble here arsues with considerable force 'hat this name, according to Seripiural use, does 
not belong to the Ho'y Eucharist, but to the feast of charity. Hi* quoutiona from Uie New 
Testament and fhim the early Fathers seem to support his position. 

** The second psper is on the eharacier and hiatory of Solomon, with a view especially to 
the queation of his final penitence. It is a production of great value, both for iu scholarly 
research and for its Areshness. The third paper is an ab:«iraot of what the author evidently 
intended to be a more extended treatise. Its title ia * The Jewish Nation, and Ood's Deil- 
ings with Tnem.' Tbe author draws a parallel between the history of the Jews and that of 
our present and imperfect Christianity. 

** It is a very ingenious attempt at analogy, and the result is, in moat points, remarkably 
■nooessf^l. It shews a careful study of the htstorv of Ood's andent people, and an ao- 
ourate knowledge of the special defecu in the Church of to-day. 

" The preface to this volume is fh>m the pen of Dr. Pusey. It is a warm and loving 
tribute to Keble's worth and saintlinesf. A letter written by John Henry Newman in 
answer to an inquiry as to the articles contributed by KeMe to the * British Critic,' of 
which Newman was at one time tbe editor, is also printed." —New York Churchman, 

" They are prefaced by two letters of deep interest from Dr. Newman and Dr. Pusey. 
There is somethmg extremely touching in the reunion, as it were, of tbe three old fHends 
and fellow-labourers."— (?iMir(fiafi. 
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Sermo contra Gentes. Edidit et Annotationibus illustravit C. Marriott, 
S.T.B. 8vo., 10s. 6d. 

CUR DEUS HOMO, or Why God was made Man ; by St. Ajxsesm. 

Translated into English, with an Introduction, &c. Second Edition,^ Fcap. 
8vo., 2s. 6d. 

THE BOOK OF RATRAMN the Priest and Monk of Corbey, com- 
monly called Bertram, on the Body and Blood of the Lord. (Latin and Eng- 
lish.) To which is added An Appendix, containing the Saxon Homily of 
iElfric. Fcap, 8vo. {^Nearly readg. 



OXTOED SERIES OF DEVOTIONAL WORKS. Fcap. 8vo. 




The Imitation of Christ. 
FOUR BOOKS. By Thomas a Kem- 
PTs. Cloth, 48. 

Andrewes* Devotions. 
DEVOTIONS. By the Right Rev. 
Father in God, LArNCF.i.oT ANDREWKfi. 
Translated from the Greek and I^atin, and 
arranged anew. Antique cloth, 5s. 

Taylor^s Holy Living:. 
THE RULK AND EXERCISES 
OF HOLY LIVING. By Bishop Jkrrmy 
Taylor. Antique cloth,. 48. 

Taylor's Holy Dying:. 
THE RULK AND EXERCISES 
OF HOLY DYIXCi. By Bishop Jkremy 
Taylor. Antique cloth, 48. 

Taylor's Golden Ghrove. 
THE GOLDEN GROVE; a Choice 
Manual, oontaininfr what is to be Believed, 
Practised, and Derired, or Prayed for. By 
Bishop Jkrf.my Taylor. Printed uniform 
with •• Holy Living and Holy Dying." An- 
tique cloth, 38. 6d. 

Sutton's Meditations. 
GODLY MEDITATIONS UPON 
THE MOST HOLY SACRAMENT OF THE 
LORD'S SUPPER. By Chribtophkr Str- 
Tow, D.D., late Prebend of Westminster. 
A new Edition. Antique cloth, 5s. 



Wilson's Sacra 

THE PRIVATE MEDITATIONS, 

DEVOTIONS, and PRATERS of the Rijrkt 

Rer. T. Wii^son, D.D., Lord BiMiop of ScMkr 

and Man. Now first printed entire. Ck>th,4«. 

Land's Devotions. 
THE PRIVATE DEVOTIONS «f 
Dr. William Laud, Archbishop of OuifeK^ 
bury, and Martyr. Antique cloth, 5«. 

Spinckes' Devotions. 
TRUE CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
MAN'3 COMPANION IN THE CLOSET; 

or, a complete Manual of Priratc Derotioof, 
collected from the Writingrs of eminent Di- 
vines of the Church of England. Flariatci 
borders, antique doth, 48. 

Ancient Collects. 
ANCIENT COLLECTS and OTHER 
PRAYERS. Selected for Devotional use 
fW)m varioQs Ritual;. By Wv. Buoar, 
D.D. Antiqae cloth, 5iu 

Devout Comxnxuiicant. 
THE DEVOUT COMMUNICANT, 
exemplified in his Behaviour before, at, tad 
after the Sacrament of the Lord's Swapper: 
Practically suitea to all the Parts of thai 
Solemn Ordinance. 7th Edition, reviicd. 
Fcap. 8vo., toned paper, red linets cloth, -I*. 

EIKnN BASIAIKH. 
THE PORTRAITURE OF HIS 
SACRED MAJESTY KINO CHARLES L 
in luB Solitudes and Sofferinga. Ant. doth, H, 



BBVOTIONAL. 
THE SERVICE-BOOK OF THE CHUIICH OF ENGLAND, 

arrang^ according to the New Table of Lessons. Crown 8vo., roan, 12b. ; 
calf antique or calf limp, XBs. ; limp morocco or best morocco, 18s. 

ANNUS DOMINI. A Prayer for each Day of the Year, founded on 

a Text of Holy Scripture. By Christina G. Kossetti. 32mo., cloth, ^s. 6d. 

DEVOTIONS BEFORE AND AFTER HOLT COMMUNION. 

With Prefatory Note by Keble. Sixth Edition, Id red and black, on toned 
paper, S2mo., cloth, 28. 

The above, with the Service, 32mo., cloth, 29. 6d. 

INSTRUCTIONS ON THE HOLY EUCHARIST, AND DEVO- 
TIONS FOR HOLY COMMUNION, being Part V. of the Clewer Manuals, 
by Rev. T. T. Cabteb, M.A., Rector of Clewer. ISmo., cloth, 2s. 

THE EVERY-DAY COMPANION. By the Rev. W. H. Ridley, 

M.A., Rector of Hambleden, Bucks. Fcap. 8vo., cloth, Ss. 

THE LIFE OF JESUS CHRIST IN GLORY : DaUy Meditations, 

from Easter Day to the Wednesday after Trinity Sunday. By Noubt. Trans- 
lated fi*om the French, and adapted to the Use of the Fngiish Church. Third 
Thousand, 12mo., cloth, Gs. 

A GUIDE FOR PASSING ADVENT HOLILY. By Aveillon. 

Translated from the French, and adapted to the use of the English Church. 
New Edition, ' Fcap. 8vo., cloth, 58. 

A GUIDE FOR PASSING LENT HOLILY. By Avrillon. 

Translated from the French, and adapted to the use of the English Church. 
Fourth Edition. Fcap. Svo., cloth, 6s. 

MEDITATIONS FOR THE FORTY DAYS OF LENT. With 

a Prefatory Notice by the Abohbibhop of Dublin. ISmo., cloth, 2b. 6d. 

OF THE IMITATION OF CHRIST. Four Books. By Thomas 

A Kempis. a New Edition revised. On toned paper, with red border-lines, &c. 
Small 4to., cloth, 12s. Also, printed in red and black. Fcap., cloth, 48. . 

THE INNER LIFE. Hymns on the ** Imitation of Christ," by 

Thomas A'Kempis ; designed especially for Use at Holy Communion. By the 
Author of " Thoughts from a Girl's Life," &c. Fcap. 8vo., cloth. Ss. 

DAILY STEPS TOWARDS HEAVEN; or. Practical Thoughts on 
the Gospel History, for every day in the year. With Titles and Characters of 
Christ. 32mo., roan, 28. 6d. Large type edition. Crown 8vo, cloth, 58. 

EVENING WORDS. Brief Meditations on the Introductory Portion 

of our Lord's Last Discourse with His Disciples. 16mo., cloth, 2s. 

THOUGHTS DURING SICKNESS. By Robert Brett, Author of 

" The Doctrine of the Cross," &c. Fcap. 8vo., limp cloth. Is. 6d. 

THE PASTOE IN HIS CLOSET ; or, A Help to the Devotions 

of the Clergy. By John Akmstronq, D.D., late Lord Bishop of Grahamstown. 
Third Edition. Fcap. 8vo., cloth, 2s. 

BREVIATES FROM HOLY SCRIPTURE, arranged for use by tLe 

Bed of Sickness. By the Rev. G. Abden, M.A., Rector of Winterbome-Came ; 
Domestic Chaplain to the Right Hon. the Earl of Devon. 2nd Ed, Fcap. 8vo., 2s. 

SHORT READINGS FOR SUNDAY. By the Author of "Foot- 
prints in the Wilderness." With Twelve Illustrations on Wood. Third Thou- 
sand, Square Crown 8vo., cloth, 3s. 6d. 

DEVOTIONS FOR A TIME OF RETIREMENT AND PRAYER 

FOR THE CTiERGY. New Edition, revised. Fcap. 8vo., cloth, Is. 

EARL NELSON'S FAMILY PRAYERS. With Responsions and 

Variations for the diflierent Seasons, for General Use. New and improved 
Edition, large type^ cloth, 28. 



6 8E2M0N8, 4v. 

SEBMONS, ftc. 

PAROCHIAL SERMONS. By E. B. Puskt, D.D. VoL I. From 

Adrent to Whitsuntide. Seventh EdUum, 8to., cloth, 6s. Vol. II., 8to., c1.» 6s. 

Vol. III. Reprinted from "Plain Sermons bj 

Contributors to Tracts for the Times." Revised Edition. Sto., cloth, 6s. 

PAROCHIAL SERMONS pi-eached and printed on Yarioas Occa- 

sions, 1832—1850. By £. B. PUSEY, D.D. 8to., cloth, 6s. 

SERMONS preached before the UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD 
between A.D. 1859 and 1872. By E. B. PirssT, D.D. Sto., cloth, 6a. 

LENTEN SERMONS preached chiefly to Yoong Men at the Uni- 
▼ersities between a.d. 1868 and 1874. By E. B. Pusiy, D.D. 8yo., doth, 6s. 

ILLUSTRATIONS OF FAITH. Eight Plain SermonB, by the 
late Rer. Edward Monro. Fcap. 8to., cloth, 2s. 6d. 

Uniform, and hjf the tame Author, 



Plaik Ssbmokb oir thb Book of Cou- 
MON Pratxb. Fcap. 8vo., cloth, Ss. 

Sbrx OKB ON Nxw Testaxent Chaeac- 
TSB8. Fcap. 8to., 4s. 



Historical and Peactical Shuiovb 

OK THE SUEVSSnrOfl AFD RXSIHI- 

BECTiov OF OUB LoRD. 2 Yola., Fcap. 
8yo., cloth, lOa. 



CHRISTIAN SEASONS.— Short and Plain Sermons for every Sunday 

and Holyday throughout the Year. Edited by the late Bishop of Grahamstown. 
4 vols., Fcap. 8yo., cloth, IDs. Second Series, 4 Tols., Fcap. 8to., cloth» lOs. 

SHORT SERMONS FOR FAMILY READING, foUowing the 

Order of the Cliristian Seasons. By the Rev. J. W. Buroon, B.D., Dean of 
Chichester. 2 vols., Fcsp. 8vo., c1., 8s. 2nd Series, 2 vols., Fcap. 8vo., cl., 8s. 

PAROCHIAL SERMONS. By the late Johw AniisTROirG, D.D., 

Lord Bishop of Grahamstown. Fcap. 8vo., cl., 58. 

SERMONS FOR FASTS AND FESTIVALS. By the late Jomr 

Armbtrono, D.D. A new Edition. Fcap. 8yo., 58. 

SERMONS FOR THE CHRISTIAN YEAR. By the Rev. Jomr 

Kbblb, Author of "Tho Christian Year." 



Adveitt to Chbistv as. 8vo., d., Bs. 
Abh • Wednesday to Holy Week. 

8vo., cloth, 68. 
Chbistxas and Epiphany. 8to., 

cloth, 68. 



Holy Week. 8to., doth* 6s. 
Easteb to Aboensiov Day. SrOt 

cloth, 68. 
Ascension Day to Tbivity Susday 

inclosive. 8vo., cloth, 60. 



SsBXONB FOB Sautts' Dayb. 8va, doth, 6*. 

There remain, tofoUow at intervals, 

Sbptuagesixa TO Lent. | Sebhons fob the Tbinity Sbabon. 

VILLAGE SERMONS ON THE BAPTISMAL SERVICE. By 

the Rev. John Krble, M.A., Author of " The Christian Year." 8vo., cloth, 58. 

THE AWAKING SOUL, as Sketched in the 130th Psahn. Ad- 

dresxes delivered at St. Peter's, Eaton-square, on the Tuesdays in Lent, 1877. 
By E. R. Wilberforce, M.A., Vicar of Seaforth, Liverpool, and Suh- Almoner 
to the Queen. Crown Svo., limp cloth, 2s. 6d. 

XX. SHORT ALLEGORICAL SERMONS. By the Rev. Beauchaxp 

K. W. Pbarbe, M.A., Rector of Ascot, Staines, and Rev. Walter Augustus 
Gray, M.A., Vicar of Arksey, Yorkshire. Fourth Edition, Fcap., cloth, 2s. 6d. 
F\fth Edition, Fcap. 8vo., sewed, Is. 

SERMONS AND ESSAYS ON THE APOSTOLICAL AGE. By 

the Very Rev. Arthur Penruyn Stanley, D.D., Dean of Westminster, and 
Correspondinf^ Member of the Institute of France. Third Edition, revised. 
Crown 8vo., cloth, 7s. b*d. 

WORDS AT COMMUNION -TIME. Short Sermons preached at 

Celebrations of Holy Communion. By Walter Francis Eloib, M.A., Curate 
in Charf^e of Otterbourne, Hants. Fcap. 8vo., cloth, Ss. 6d. 

OXFORD LENT SERMONS, 1857, 8, 9, 65, 6, 7, 8, 9, 70. 8to., 
cloth, 6s. each. 



DEVOTIONAL, 
THE SERVICE-BOOK OF THE CHUIICH OF ENGLAND, 

arranged according to the New Table of Lessons. Crown 8vo., roan, 128. ; 
calf antique or calf limp, 16s. j limp morocco or best morocco, 18s. 

ANNUS DOMINI. A Prayer for each Day of the Year, founded on 
a Text of Holy Scripture. By Christina G. Hossetti. 32mo., cloth, 38. 6d. 

DEVOTIONS BEFORE AND AFTER HOLY COMMUNION. 

Wir.h Prefatory Note by Keble. Sixth Edition, in red and black, on toned 
paper, 82mo., cloth, 28. 

The above, with the Service, 32nio., cloth, 2s, 6d. 

INSTRUCTIONS ON THE HOLY EUCHARIST, AND DEVO- 
TIONS FOR HOLY COMMUNION, being Part V. of the Clcwer Manuals, 
by Rev. T. T. Caetee, M.A., Rector of Clewer. 18mo., cloth, 2s. 

THE EVERY-DAY COMPANION. By the Rev. W. H. Ridley, 

M.A., Rector of Hanibleden, Bucks. Fcnp. 8vo., cloth, 3s. 

THE LIFE OF JESUS CHllIST IN GLORY : Daily Meditations, 

from Easter Day to the Wednesday after Trinity Sunday. By Nouet. Trans- 
lated from the French, and adapted to the Use of the Engiish Church. Third 
Thousand. 12mo., cloth, 6s. 

A GUIDE FOR PASSING ADVENT HOLILY. By Ateillon. 

Translated from the French, and adapted to the use of the English Church. 
New Edition, ' Fcap. 8vo., cloth, 5s. 

A GUIDE FOR PASSING LENT HOLILY. By Avrillon. 

Translated from the French, and adapted to the use of the English Church. 
Fourth Edition. Fcap. 8vo., cloth, 6s. 

MEDITATIONS FOR THE FORTY DAYS OF LENT. With 

a Prefatory Notice by the AEcnBiBUOP of DrBLiN. 18mo., cloth, 28. 6d. 
OF THE IMITATION OF CHRIST. Foue Books. By Thomas 

A Kempis. a New Edition revised. On toned paper, with red border-lines, &c 
Small 4to., cloth, 12s. Also, printed in red and black. Fcap., cloth, 4s. 

THE INNER LIFE. Hymns on the '' Imitation of Christ, '* by 

Thomas A'Kempis ; designed especially for Use at Holy Communion. By the 
Author of "Thoughts from a Girl's Life," &c. Fcap. 8vo., cloth. 3s. 

DAILY STEPS TOWARDS HEAVEN ; or. Practical Thoughts on 
the Oospel History, for every day in the year. With Titles and Characters of 
Chrbt. 32mo., roan, 28. 6d. Large type edition, Ciown 8vo , cloth, 58. 

EVENING WORDS. Brief Meditations on the Introductory Portion 

of our Lord's Last Discourse with His Disciples. 16nio., cloth, 2s. 

THOUGHTS DURING SICKNESS. By Robert Brett, Author of 

"The Doctrine of the Cross," &c. Fcap. 8vo., limp cloth. Is. 6d. 

THE PASTOE IN HIS CLOSET ; or, A Help to the Devotions 

of the Clergy. By John Armstrong, D.D., late Lord Bishop of Grahamstown. 
Third Edition. Fcap. 8vo., cloth, 2s. 

BREVIATES from holy SCRIPTURE, arranged for use by tlie 

Bed of Sickness. By the Rev. G. Abdkn, M.A., Hector of Winterborne-Came ; 
Domestic Chaplain to the Right Uun. the Earl of Devon. 2nd Ed. Fcap.8vo., 2s. 

SHORT READINGS FOR SUNDAY. By the Author of "Foot- 
prints in the Wilderness." With Twelve Illustrations on Wood. Third Tliou- 
sand. Square Crown 8vo., cloth, 3s. 6d. 

DEVOTIONS FOR A TIME OF RETIREMENT AND PRAYER 

FOR THE CTiERQY. New Edition, revised. Fcap. 8vo., cloth. Is. 

EARL NELSON'S FAMILY PRAYERS. With Responsions and 

Variations for the diilcrent Seasuns, for General Use. New and improved 
Edition, lar^e type, cloth, 2s. 
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THE AUTHORIZED EDITIONS OF 
THE CHRISTIAN YEAR, 

With the Author's latest Oorreotions and Additions. 

NOTICE.— Messrs. Parker are the sole Publishers of the Editions of the 
"Christian Year" issued with the sanction and under the direction of the 
Author's represenUtiTes. All Editions without their imprint are unautliorized. 



Small 4to. Edition. 

Handsomely printed on toned 
paper, with red border lines 
and initial letters. Cloth 
extra , . . . 10 6 

Demt 8to. Edition. 
Gloth 

Foolscap Svo. Edition. 

Cloth 8 6 

24mo. Edition. 
Cloth, red lines . . .26 



82mo. Edition. 
Cloth boards, gilt edges 
Cloth, limp . 



48mo. Edition. 



Cloth, limp 
Roan • 



Facsimile of the 1st Edi- 
tion, with a list of the 
rariations from the Origi- 
nal Text which the Author 
made in later Editions. 
2 vols., 12mo., boards • 



1 
1 




1 



6 





6 
6 
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The above SdiHotu {except the Facsimile of the First Edition) are kept t» 
a variety of bindings, which may he ordered through the Trade^ or direct from 
the Publishers. The chief bindings are Morocco plain, Morocco AsUi^me, Calf 
Aniique, and VeUmm, the prices varying according to the style* 

By the same Author, 

LYRA. INNOCENTIUM. Thoughts in Verse on Christian Chil- 

dren. Thirteenth Edition, Fcap. 8vo., cloth, Ss. 
»— ^— — — — 48mo. edition, limp cloth, 6d.; cloth boards^ Is. 

MISCELLANEOUS POEMS BY THE REV. JOHN KEBLE. M.A,, 

Vicar of Horsley. [With Preface by G. M.] Third EdiHon, Fcap., doth, 6k 

THE PSALTER, OR PSALMS OF DAVID: In English Verse. 

Fourth Edition, Fcap., cloth, Bs. 
■ 18mo., cloth. Is. 

The above may also be had in Tartous bindings. 
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A CONCORDANCE TO THE "CHRISTIAN YEAR." Fcap. 

8vo., toned paper, doth, 48. 

MUSINGS ON THE ** CHRISTIAN YEAR ;» with GLEANINGS 

FBOK Thibtt Yeabs' Intebcoubss with the late Rer. J. Ebbls, by CHAR* 
LOTTE M. YONGE ; to which are added Recollections of Horsley, by 
PRANCES M. WILBRAHAM. Second Edition, Fcap. 8vo., cloth, 7s. 6d. 

MEMOIE OF THE REV. J. KEBLE, M.A. By Sir J. T. Cole- 

BIDOB. Fourth and Cheaper Edition. Post 8vo., cloth, 68. 



CHXmCH POETRY, AITD PAROCHIAL. 9 

RE-ISSUE OF THE POETICAL WORKS OF THE LATE 

EEV. ISAAC WILLIAMS. 
THE CATHEDRAL; or, The Catholic and Apostolic Church in 

England. Fcap. 8vo., cloth, «')&. ; 32 mo., cloth, 28. 6d. 

THE BAPTISTERY ; or, The Way of Eternal Life. With Plates hy 

BoETius A BoLswcRT. Fcap. 8vo., cloth, 78. 6d. ; 32mo., cloth, 2s. 6d. 

HYMNS FROM THE PARISIAN BREVIARY. 32ino., cloth, 

2s. 6d. 

THE CHRISTIAN SCHOLAR. Fcap. 8vo.,cl., Ss.; 32mo., cl., 28. 6d. 

THOUGHTS IN PAST YEARS. 32mo., cloth, 2s. 6d. 

THE SEVEN DAYS OF THE OLD AND NEW CREATION. 

Fcap. 8vo., cloth, 3s. 6d. 

THE CHILD'S CHBI8TIAN TEAB. 
THE CHILD'S CHRISTIAN YEAR. Hymns for every Sunday 

and Holyday throughout the Year. Cheap Edition, ISmo., cloth, Is. 

BISHOP CLEVELAHD GOXE. 

CHRISTIAN BALLADS AND POEMS. By Akthue Cleveland 

CoxE, D.D., Bishop of Western New York. A New Edition. Fcap. 8vo. 
cloth, 3s. Also selected Poems in a packet, 32mo., Is. 

DB. FBEDEBICK G. LBE. 
THE BELLS OF BOTTEVILLE TOWER; A Christmas Story in 

Verse : and other Poems. By FREDeRicK G. Lee, Author of " The Martyrs of 
Yienne and Lyons/* *' Petronilla," &c. Fcap. 8vo., with Illustrations, cloth, 4s.6d. 



ParocfjtaL 

THE CONFIRMATION CLASS-BOOK: Notes for Lessons, with 

Appendix, containing Questions and Summaries for the U^e of the Candidates. 
By £. M. Holmes, LL.B., Rector of Marsh Gibbon, Bucks; Diocesan Inspector 
of Schools; Author of the " Catechist's Manual." Fcap. 8vo., limp cloth, 2s. 6d. 

Also, in wrapper, The Questions and Summaries separate, 4 sets of 128 pp. 

in packet. Is. each. 

THE CATECHIST'S MANUAL ; with an Introduction by the late 
Sajcttel Wilbeefobce, D.D., Lord Bishop of Winchester. Fifth Thousand, 
Crown 8to., limp cloth, 58. 

A MANUAL OF PASTORAL VISITATION, intended for the Use 

of the Clergy in their Visitation of the Sick and Afflicted. By a Parish Priest. 
Dedicated, by permission, to His Grace the Archbishop of Dublin. Second 
Edition, Crown Svo., limp cloth, ds. 6d. ; roan, 4s. 

A SERIES OF WALL PICTURES iUustrating the New Testament. 

The Set of 16 Pictures, size 22 inches by 19 inches, 12s. 

COTTAGE PICTURES FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT. 

A Series of Twenty^eight large folio Engravings, brilliantly coloured by hand. 
The Set, Ts. 6d. 

COTTAGE PICTURES FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT. 

A Series of Twenty-eight large folio Engravings, brilliantly coloured. The 
Set, 7s. 6d. 

Upwards of 8,000 Sets of these Cottage Pictures have been sold. 

TWELVE SACRED PRINTS FOR PAROCHIAL USE. Printed 

in Sepia, with Ornamental Borders. The Set, One Shilling ; or each, One Penny. 
Upwards of 100,000 of these Prints have already been sold. 




10 MISCELLANEOUS. 

THE SLEXSHTS OF P8TCH0L0OY. 

THE ELEMENTS OF PSYCHOLOGY, ON THE PBINCIPLES 

OF BENEKE, SUted and Illustrated in a Simple and Popolar Manner bj 
Db. G. Raue, Professor in the Medical College, Philadelphia ; Fourth Edition, 
considerably Altered, Improved, and Enhirged, by Johanh Gottlisb Dress- 
LEB, late Director of the Normal School at Bautzen. Translated from the 
German. Post Svo., cloth, 6s. 

BEY. CAHOH GEEOOBY. 
ARE WE BETTER THAN OUR FATHERS ? or, A Comparative 

View of the Social Position of Enghind at the Revolution of 1688, and at the 
Present Time. FOUR LECTURES delivered in St. Paul's CathedraL By 
BoBEBT Gbeooby, M.A., Canon of St. Paul's. Crown Svo., 28. 6d. 

BEV. CAHOH JEHK1H8. 
THE AGE OF THE MARTYRS; or, the First Three Centuries 

of the Work of the Church of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ By the late 
ReT. J. D. Jenkins, B.D., Canon of Pieter Maritzburg; Fellow of Jesus Col- 
lege, Oxford. Crown 8vo., cloth, 38. 6d. 

PB0FE8S0B GOLDWIH BXITH. 

THE REORGANIZATION OF THE UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD. 

By GoLDWiN Smith. Post 8vo., limp cloth, 2s. 

LECTURES ON THE STUDY OF HISTORY. DeHvered in 

Oxford, 1859 — 61. Second Edition. Crown 8vo., limp cloth, 8s. 6d. 

IRISH HISTORY AND IRISH CHARACTER. Cheap Edition, 

Fcsp. 8vo., sewed. Is. 6d. 

THE EMPIRE. A Series of Letters pubUshed in "The Daily 

News," 1862, 1863. Post 8yo., cloth, price 6s. 

KBS. ALOEBHOH KIHGSFOB]). 
ROSAMUNDA THE PRINCESS: An Historical Romance of the 

Sixth Century; the Crocus, Water-reed, Rose and Marigold, Paintbr op 
Venice, Noble Love, Romance of a Ring, and other Tales. By Mrs. Alger- 
non KiNGSFOED. 8vo., cloth, with Twenty-four Illustrations, 68. 

THE EXILE FBOM FABADI8E. 

THE EXILE FEOM PARADISE, translated by the Author of the 

•* Life of S. Teresa." Fcap., cloth, Is. 6d. 

H. A. mnrBO-BUTLEB-JOHNSTONE, X.P. 
THE FAIR OF NIJNI-KOVGOROD. With a Map and Twelye 

illustrations. By H. A. Munro-Butler-Johnstone, M.P. Second Edition, 
Fcap. 8yo., cloth, 5*, 

THE TUKES : their Character, Manners, and Institutions, as bearing 
on the Eastern Question. By H. A. Munro- Butler-Johnstone, MJP. Sva, 
sewed. Is. 

THE RELATIONS BETWEEN ANCIENT RUSSIA AND SCAN- 

DINAVIA, and the Origin of the Russian Sute. THREE LECTURES de- 
livered at the Taylor Institution, Oxford, in May, 1876, by Dr. Yilhelm 
TuoMSEN, Professor at the University of Copenhagen. Small 8vo., cloth. 

[Just ready. 
C. A. VAHSITTABT CONTBEABE, BA. 

THE PLACE OF ICELAND IN THE HISTORY OF EUROPEAN 

INSTITUTIONS; being the Lothian Prize Essay, 1877. By C. A. Van- 
8ITTART CoNYBEARE, B.A., late Junior Student of Christ Church, Oxford, and 
Assistant Master of Manchester Grammar School. Crown 8vo., cloth, 4s. 6d. 



AECEITECTURE AKD ARCEMOLOQT. 11 

THE PSATER-BOOK CALEITDAB. 

THE CA.LEin)AR OF THE PRA.TER-BOOK ILLXJ8TRATED. 

(Comprising the first portion of the « Calendar of the Anglican Church," with 
additional lUustrationB, an 'Appendix on Emblems, &c.) With Two Hundred 
Engravings from Medieval Works of Art Sixth ThoutatuL Fcap. 8vo., cl., 68. 

Snt G. G. SCOTT, F.8.A. 

GLEATflTfaS FROM WESTMINSTER ABBEY. By Sib Obobgh 

QiLBERT Scott, R.A., F.S.A. With Appendices supplying Further Particu- 
lars, and completing the History of the Abbey Buildings, by Several Writers. 
Second Eiition, enlarged, containing many new Illustrations by O. Jewitt and 
others. Medium 8vo., 10s. 6d. 

THE LATE CHABLES WIH8T0H. 

AN INQXJIRY INTO THE DIFFERENCE OF STYLE OBSERV- 
ABLE IN ANCIENT GLASS PAINTINGS, especially in England, with 
Hints on Glass Painting, by the late Charles Winston. With Corrections and 
Additions by the Author. 2 vols;. Medium 8vo., cloth, £1 lis. 6d. 

EEV. SAMUEL LTB0H8, F.S.A. 

OUR BRITISH ANCESTORS: WHO AND WHAT WERE 

THEY? An Inquiry serving to elucidate the Traditional History of the Early 
Britons by means of recefnt Excavations, Etymology, Remnants of Religious 
Worship, Inscriptions, Craniology, and Fragmentary Collateral History. By the 
Rev. Samuel Ltsonb, M.A., F.S.A., Rector of Rodmarton, and Perpetual Curate 
of St. Luke's, Gloucester. Post 8vo., cloth, 6b. 

M. VIOLLET-LE-DUO. 
ON MILITARY ARCHITECTURE ; Translated from the French 

of M. Viollet-le-Duc. By M. Macderuott, Esq., Architect. With the 
151 original French Engravings. Medium 8vo., cloth, 10s 6d. 
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Edition, revised. Fcap. 8vo., with 470 Illustrations, in ornamental cloth, 7s. (>d. 

AN ATTEMPT TO DISCRIMINATE THE STYLES OF AR- 
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DOMESTIC ARCHITECTURE OF THE MIDDLE AGES, with 
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Photo-engraving. 
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SIXTY-ONE VIEWS AND PLANS of recently erected Mansions, 
Private Rosidences, Parsonage-Hou8«'8, Farm-Houses, Lodges, and Cottuges; 
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Edition, Revised, with a Recommendatory Notice by Dean Hook. Crown 8vo. , 
cloth boards, 5s. 
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LAWS OF THE GREEK ACCENTS. By John Griffiths, D.D., 
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RUDIMENTARY RULES, witri Examples, for the Use of Beginners 
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ERASMI COLLOaUIA SELECTA : Arranged for Translation and 
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A GRAMMATICAL ANALYSIS OF THE HEBREW TSALTER; 
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JoANA Julia Greswell. Post 8vo., cloth, 6s. 
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Manuscripts of Burghclere School-children, under the teaching of the Rev. W. 
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A FIRST LOGIC BOOK, by D. P. Cni^sE, MA., Principal of 
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